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KIRSTEEN. 


CHAPTER  I. 

"  Where  is  Kirsteen  ?  " 

"  Deed,  mem,  I  canna  tell  you  ;  and  if  you 
would  be  guided  by  me  you  wouldna  wail 
and  cry  for  Kirsteen,  night  and  day.  You're 
getting  into  real  ill  habits  with  her  to  do 
everything  for  you.  And  the  poor  lassie  has 
not  a  meenit  to  hersel'.  She's  on  the  run 
from  morning  to  night.  Bring  me  this,  and 
get  me  that.  I  ken  you're  very  weakly  and 
life's  a  great  trouble,  but  I  would  fain  have 
ye  take  a  little  thought  for  her  too." 

Mrs.  Douglas  looked  as  if  she  might  cry 
under    Marg'ret's  reproof.     She  was  a  pale 
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pink  woman  seated  in  a  large  high  easy-chair, 
so-called,  something  like  a  porter's  chair.  It 
was  not  particularly  easy,  but  It  was  filled 
with  pillows,  and  was  the  best  that  the  locality 
and  the  time  could  supply.  Her  voice  had  a 
sound  of  tears  In  It  as  she  replied  : 

*'  If  you  were  as  weak  as  I  am,  Marg'ret, 
and  pains  from  head  to  foot,  you  would  know 
better — and  not  grudge  me  the  only  comfort 
I  have." 

*'  Me  grudge  ye  ainything !  no  for  the 
world  ;  except  just  that  bairn's  time  and  a 
her  life  that  might  be  at  Its  brightest ;  but 
poor  thing,  poor  thing !  "  said  Marg'ret, 
shaking  her  head. 

The  scene  was  the  parlour  at  Drumcarro, 
in  the  wilds  of  Argyllshire,  the  speakers,  the 
mistress  of  the  house  de  jure,  and  she  who  was 
at  the  head  of  affairs  de  facto,  Marg'ret  the 
housekeeper,  cook,  lady's  maid,  and  general 
manager  of  everything.  Mrs.  Douglas  had 
brought  Marg'ret  with  her  as  her  maid  when 
she  came  to  Drumcarro  as  a  bride  some  thirty 
years  before  ;  but  as  she  went  on  having  child 
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after  child  for  nearly  twenty  years,  without 
much  stamina  of  either  mind  or  body  to 
support  that  continual  strain,  Marg'ret  had 
gradually  become  more  and  more  the  deputy 
and  representative,  the  real  substitute  of  the 
feminine  head  of  the  house.  Not  much  was 
demanded  of  that  functionary  so  far  as  the 
management  of  its  wider  affairs  went.  Her 
husband  was  an  arbitrary  and  high-tempered 
man,  whose  will  was  absolute  in  the  family, 
who  took  counsel  with  no  one,  and  who  after 
the  few  complaisances  of  a  grim  honeymoon 
let  his  wife  drop  into  the  harmless  position 
of  a  nonentity,  which  indeed  was  that  which 
was  best  fitted  for  her.  All  her  active  duties 
one  by  one  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of 
Marg'ret,  whose  first  tender  impulse  to  save 
the  mistress  whom  she  loved  from  toils  un- 
fitted for  her,  had  gradually  developed  into 
the  self-confidence  and  universal  assumption 
of  an  able  and  energetic  housekeeper  born  to 
organize  and  administer.  Marg'ret  did  not 
know  what  these  fine  words  meant,  but  she 
knew  "  her  work,"  as  she  would  have  said. 
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and  by  degrees  had  taken  everything  in  the 
house  and  manv  thino^s  outside  it  into  her 
hands.  It  was  to  her  that  the  family  went 
for  everN-thing,  who  was  the  giver  of  all  in- 
dulgences, the  only  person  who  dared  speak 
to  ''  the  maister,"  when  clothes  were  wanted 
or  any  new  thing.  She  was  an  excellent 
cook,  a  good  manager,  combining  all  the 
qualities  that  make  a  house  comfortable,  and 
she  was  the  only  one  in  the  house  who  was 
not  afraid  of  "the  maister,'  of  whom  on  the 
contrary  he  stood  in  a  Httle  awe.  A  wife 
cannot  throw  up  her  situation  with  the 
certaint}-  of  finding  another  at  a  moment's 
notice  as  a  good  housekeeper  can  do — even 
if  she  has  spirit  enough  to  entertain  such  an 
idea.  And  poor  Mrs.  Douglas  had  no  spirit, 
no  health,  little  brains  to  begin  with  and 
none  left  now,  after  thirty  years  of  domestic 
tyranny  and  "a  baimtime "  of  fourteen 
children.  What  could  such  a  poor  soul  do 
but  fall  into  invalidism  with  so  many  excellent 
reasons  constantly  recurring  for  adopting  the 
habits  of  that  state  and  its  pathos  and  help- 
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lessness  ?  especially  with  Marg'ret  to  fall 
back  upon,  who,  though  she  would  sometimes 
speak  her  mind  to  her  mistress,  nursed  and 
tended,  watched  over  and  guarded  her  with 
the  most  unfailing  care.  Drumcarro  himself 
(as  he  liked  to  be  called)  scarcely  dared  to  be 
very  uncivil  to  his  wife  in  Marg'ret's  presence. 
He  knew  better  than  to  quarrel  with  the 
woman  who  kept  so  much  comfort  with  so 
little  expense  in  his  spare  yet  crowded 
house. 

"  Who  is  your  '  poor  thing,  poor  thing '  ?  " 
said  a  cheerful  voice,  with  a  mimicry  of 
iVIarg'ret's  manner  and  her  accent  (for 
IMarg'ret  said  poor  as  if  it  were  written  with 
a  French  u,  that  sound  so  difficult  to  English 
lips)  **  would  it  be  the  colley  dogue  or  the 
canary  bird  or  maybe  the  mistress  of  the 
house  ?  " 

Marg'ret  turned  round  upon  the  only  an- 
tagonist in  the  house  who  could  hold  head 
against  her,  or  whom  she  could  not  crush 
at  a  blow — Kirsteen,  the  second  daughter, 
who  came  in  at  this  moment,  quite  sofdy  but 
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with  a  sudden  burst  open  of  the  door,  a  sort  of 
compromise  between  the  noise  it  would  have 
been  natural  to  her  to  make,  and  the  quiet- 
ness essential  to  the  invalid's  comfort.  She 
was  a  girl  of  nearly  twenty,  a  daughter  of  the 
hills,  strongly  built,  not  slim  but  trim,  with 
red  hair  and  brown  eyes  and  a  wonderful 
complexion,  the  pure  whiteness  like  milk 
which  so  often  goes  with  those  ruddy  locks, 
and  the  colour  of  health  and  fine  air  on 
her  cheeks.  I  would  have  darkened  and 
smoothed  my  Kirsteen's  abundant  hair  if  I 
could,  for  in  those  days  nobody  admired  it. 
The  type  of  beauty  to  which  the  palm  was 
given  was  the  pale  and  elegant  type,  with 
hair  like  night  and  starry  eyes  either  blue  or 
dark  ;  and  accordingly  Kirsteen  was  not  con- 
sidered a  pretty  girl,  though  there  were 
many  who  liked  her  looks  in  spite  of  her  red 
hair,  which  was  how  people  expressed  their 
opinion  then.  It  was  so  abundant  and  so 
vigorous  and  full  of  curl  that  it  cost  her  all 
the  trouble  in  the  world  to  keep  it  moderately 
tidy,   whereas    "smooth    as    satin"    was    the 
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required  perfection  of  ladies'  locks.  Her 
eyes  were  brown,  not  nearly  dark  enough  for 
the  requirements  of  the  time,  a  kind  of  hazel 
indeed,  sometimes  so  full  of  light  that  they 
dazzled  the  spectator  and  looked  like  gold — 
also  quite  out  of  accordance  with  the  canons 
of  the  day.  She  was  slightly  freckled  :  she 
was,  as  I  have  said,  strongly  built ;  and  in 
the  dress  of  the  time,  a  very  short  bodice  and 
a  very  straight  and  scanty  skirt,  her  pro- 
portions were  scarcely  elegant,  but  her  waist 
was  round  if  not  very  small,  and  her 
arms,  in  their  short  sleeves,  shapely  and 
well  formed,  and  whiter  than  might  have 
been  expected  from  their  constant  exposure 
to  air  and  sun,  for  Kirsteen  only  put  on 
her  gloves  on  serious  occasions.  The  air 
of  health  and  brightness  and  vigour  about 
her  altogether,  made  her  appearance  like 
that  of  a  burst  of  sunshine  into  this  very 
shady  place. 

"'Deed,"  said  Marg'ret,  putting  her  hands 
on  each  side  of  her  own  substantial  waist  in 
a   way  which   has  always  been   supposed  to 
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imply  a  certain  defiance,    "it   was  just  you 
yoursel'." 

''Me!"  the  girl  cried  with  a  sort  of  sup- 
pressed shout.  She  cast  a  laughing  glance 
round  with  an  apparent  attempt  to  discover 
some  cause  for  the  pity.  ''What  have  I 
done  wrong  now  ? "  Then  her  eyes  came 
back  to  the  troubled  almost  whimpering  pa- 
thos of  her  mother's  looks,  and  a  cloud  came 
over  her  bright  countenance.  "  What  has 
she  been  saying,  mother,  about  me  ?  " 

"  She  says  I'm  crying  on  you  for  something 
day  and  night,  and  that  you  never  have  a 
minute  to  yourself;  and  oh,  Kirsteen,  my 
dear,  I  fear  it's  true." 

Kirsteen  put  her  arms  akimbo  too,  and 
confronted  Marg'ret  with  laughing  defiance. 
They  were  not  unlike  each  other,  both  of 
them  types  of  powerful  and  capable  woman- 
hood, the  elder  purely  and  strongly  practical, 
the  other  touched  with  fancy  and  poetry  and 
perhaps  some  of  the  instincts  of  gentle  blood, 
though  neither  in  father  nor  mother  w^ere 
there  many  graces  to  inherit.     "  You  are  just 
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a  leein  woman,"  said  the  girl  with  a  flash  of 
her  bright  eyes.  ''  Why,  it's  my  Hfe  !  What 
would  I  do  without  my  Minnie  ? — as  the  song 
says."  And  she  began  to  sing  in  a  fresh, 
sweet,  but  uncultivated  voice  : 

"  He  turned  him  right  and  round  about, 
Said,  Scorn  not  at  my  mither. 
True  loves  I  may  get  mony  an  ane 
But  Minnie  ne'er  anither." 

Before  Kirsteen's  song  came  to  an  end, 
however,  her  eyes  suddenly  filled  w^ith  tears. 
"  What  were  you  w^anting,  mother,"  she  said 
hastily  as  she  dropped  the  tune  which  was  a 
very  simple  one,  "  to  make  her  speak  ?  " 

"Oh,  I  w^as  wanting  nothing,  nothing  in 
particular.  I  was  wanting  my  pillows  shifted 
a  little,  and  the  big  plaiden  shawl  for  my 
knees,  and  one  of  my  wires  that  fell  out  of 
my  reach,  and  my  other  clew  for  I'm  nearly 
at  the  end  of  this  one.  Ay  !  that's  better  ; 
there  is  nobody  that  knows  how  to  make  me 
comfortable  but  you." 

For  Kirsteen  in  the  meantime  had  begun 
to  do,  with  swift  and  noiseless  care,  all  that 
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was  wanted,  finding  the  clew,  or  ball  of 
worsted  for  the  stocking  her  mother  was 
knitting,  as  she  swept  softly  past  to  get  the 
big  shawl,  on  her  way  to  the  side  of  the  chair 
where  she  arranged  the  pillows  with  deft  ac- 
customed skill.  It  did  not  take  a  minute  to 
supply  all  these  simple  requirements.  Mar- 
g'ret  looked  on,  without  moving  while  all  was 
done,  and  caught  the  look  half-soothed,  half- 
peevish,  which  the  invalid  cast  round  to  see  if 
there  was  not  something  else  that  she  wanted. 
**  You  may  put  down  that  book  off  the  mantel- 
piece that  Robbie  left  there,"  Mrs.  Douglas 
said,  finding  nothing  else  to  suggest ;  "  it  will 
curl  up  at  the  corners,  and  your  father  will  be 
ill-pleased — " 

**Weel,"  said  Marg'ret,  ''now  ye've  got 
your  slave,  I'm  thinking  ye've  nae  mair  need 
of  me,  and  there's  the  grand  supper  to  think 
of,  that  the  maister's  aye  sae  keen  about. 
When  will  ye  have  markit  a'  thae  things, 
Miss  Kirsteen  ?  For  I  maun  see  to  the  laddie's 
packing  before  it's  ower  late." 

''  There's  the  last  half  dozen  of   handker- 
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chiefs  to  do  ;  but  I'll  not  take  long,  and  they're 
small  things  that  can  go  into  any  corner.  I'll 
do  them  now,"  said  Kirsteen  with  a  little 
sigh. 

"There's  nae  hurry;"  Marg'ret  paused  a 
little,  then  caught  the  girl  by  the  sleeve,  "just 
take  another  turn  in  the  bonnie  afternoon 
before  the  sun's  down,"  she  said  in  a  low  tone, 
"  there's  plenty  of  time.  Run  away,  my 
bonnie  lamb.  I'll  see  the  mistress  wants 
naething." 

"And  you  that  have  the  supper  and  the 
packing  and  all  on  your  hands!  No,  no.  I'll 
do  them  now.  You  may  go  to  3^our  work," 
said  Kirsteen  with  a  look  half  tender,  half 
peremptory.  She  carried  her  work  to  the 
window  and  sat  down  there  with  the  white 
handkerchiefs  in  her  hand. 

*'  And  what  colour  will  you  mark  them  in, 
Kirsteen  ?  You  have  neither  cotton  nor  silk 
to  do  it." 

Kirsteen  raised  her  head  and  pulled  out  a 
long  thread  of  her  red  hair.  "  I  am  going  to 
do  it  in  this  colour,"  she  said  with  a  slight 
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blush  and  smile.  It  was  not  an  unusual  little 
piece  of  sentiment  in  those  days  and  the 
mother  accepted  it  calmly. 

**  My  colour  of  hair,"  she  said,  smoothing 
with  a  little  complaisance  her  scanty  dark 
locks  under  her  cap,  ''was  more  fit  for  that 
than  yours,  Kirsteen,  but  Robbie  will  like  to 
have  it  all  the  same." 

Kirsteen  laughed  a  little  consciously  while 
she  proceeded  with  her  work.  She  was  quite 
willing  to  allow  that  a  thread  of  her  mother's 
dark  hair  would  be  better.  ''  I  will  do  one 
with  yours  for  Robbie,"  she  said,  ''and  the 
rest  with  mine." 

"  But  they're  all  for  Robbie,"  said  the 
mother. 

"  Yes,  yes,"  Kirsteen  replied  with  again 
that  conscious  look,  the  colour  mantling  to  her 
cheeks,  a  soft  moisture  filling  her  eyes.  The 
handkerchief  was  marked  in  fine  delicate 
little  cross  stitches  upon  the  white  cambric, 
and  though  Mrs.  Douglas's  dark  hair  was  like 
a  spider's  web,  the  red  of  Kirsteen's  shone 
upon  the  fine  fabric  like  a  thread  of  gold. 
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The  handkerchiefs  were  not  yet  finished 
when  two  young  men  came  into  the  room, 
one  so  Hke  Kirsteen  that  there  was  no  diffi- 
culty in  identifying  him  as  her  brother,  the 
other  a  swarthy  youth  a  Httle  older,  tall  and 
strong  and  well  knit.  Robbie  was  on  the  eve 
of  his  start  in  life,  leaving  home,  and  Ronald 
Drummond,  who  was  the  son  of  a  gentleman 
in  the  neighbourhood,  was  going  with  him. 
They  were  both  bound  with  commissions  in 
the  Company's  service  for  India,  where  half 
of  the  long-legged  youths,  sons  of  little 
Highland  lairds  and  Lowland  gentlemen, 
with  good  blood  and  plenty  of  pride  and  no 
money,  the  Quentin  Durwards  of  the  early 
nineteenth  century,  found  an  appropriate 
career.  The  period  was  that  of  the  brief 
peace  which  lasted  only  so  long  as  Napoleon 
was  at  Elba,  long  enough,  however,  to 
satisfy  the  young  men  that  there  was  to  be 
no  chance  of  renewed  fighting  nearer  home 
and  to  make  them  content  with  their  des- 
tination. They  had  been  bred  for  this 
destination  from    their   cradles,  and    Robbie 
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Douglas  at  least  was  not  sorry  to  escape  from 
the  dullness  of  Drumcarro  to  a  larger  life. 
Several  of  his  brothers  were  already  In  India, 
and  the  younger  ones  looked  to  no  other  fate 
but  that  of  following.  As  for  the  girls  they 
did  not  count  for  much.  He  was  sorry  to  say 
good-bye  to  Kirsteen,  but  that  did  not  weigh 
down  his  heart.  He  was  in  high  excitement, 
eager  about  his  new  outfit,  his  uniform,  all 
the  novel  possessions  which  were  doubly  en- 
chanting to  a  boy  who  had  never  before 
possessed  anything  of  his  own.  He  was 
eighteen,  and  to  become  all  at  once  a  man, 
an  officer,  an  independent  individuality,  was 
enough  to  turn  the  head  of  any  youth. 

Ronald  Drummond  was  different.  He  was 
going  from  a  much  more  genial  home  :  he  had 
already  tasted  the  sweets  of  independence, 
having  served  in  the  last  campaign  in  the 
Peninsula  and  been  wounded,  which  was  a 
thing  that  raised  him  still  higher  in  the  scale 
of  life  than  the  three  years'  advantage  in  re- 
spect of  age  which  he  had  over  his  young 
comrade.      He  was  neither  so  cheerful  nor  so 
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much  excited  as  Robbie.  He  came  and  stood 
over  Kirsteen  as  she  drew  closer  and  closer 
to  the  window  to  end  her  work  before  the 
light  had  gone. 

''  You  are  working  it  with  your  hair !  "  he 
said,  suddenly,  perceiving  the  nature  of  the 
long  curling  thread  with  which  she  threaded 
her  needle. 

"  Yes,"  she  said,  demurely,  holding  up  her 
work  to  the  light.  ''What  did  you  think 
it  was  ?  " 

"  I  thought  It  was  gold  thread,"  he  said. 
And  then  he  took  up  one  of  the  handkerchiefs 
already  completed  from  the  table.  ''  R.  D.," 
he  said.    ''  That's  my  name  too." 

*'So  it  Is,"  said  Kirsteen,  as  if  she  had 
now  discovered  the  fact  for  the  first  time. 

''  Nobody  will  do  anything  like  that  for 
me,"  he  added,  pathetically. 

''Oh,  Ronald!  If  not  the  hairs  of  their 
heads  but  the  heads  themselves  would  do  ye 
good  ye  should  have  them — and  that  ye 
know." 

VOL.    I.  c 
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"  It  is  very  true,"  said  Ronald,  *' and  thank 
you,  Kirsteen,  for  reminding  me  how  good 
they  are  ;  but,"  he  added,  after  a  moment,  in 
a  low  voice,  ''  they  are  not  you!^ 

She  gave  vent  to  a  very  feeble  laugh  which 
was  full  of  emotion.  "  No,  they  could  not 
be  that,"  she  said. 

"  And  R.  D.  Is  my  name  too,"  said  the 
young  man.  "  Kirsteen  !  "  She  looked  up 
at  him  for  a  moment  in  the  light  that  was 
fading  slowly  out  of  the  skies.  He  had  taken 
one  of  the  handkerchiefs  from  the  pile,  and 
touching  her  sleeve  with  one  hand  to  call  her 
attention,  put  the  little  glistening  letters  to 
his  lips  and  then  placed  the  handkerchief 
carefully  in  the  breast  pocket  of  his  coat. 
Standing  as  he  did,  shutting  out,  as  she  com- 
plained, all  the  light  from  Mrs.  Douglas,  this 
little  action  was  quite  unseen,  except  by  the 
one  person  who  was  Intended  to  see  it. 
Kirsteen  could  make  no  reply  nor  objection, 
for  her  heart  was  too  full  for  speech.  Her 
trembling  hand,  arrested  In  its  work,  dropped 
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into  his  for  a  moment.  He  whispered  some- 
thinof  else,  she  scarcely  knew  what — and  then 
Marg'ret  marched  Into  the  room  with  the  two 
candles  which  were  all  the  lights  ever  used 
in  Drumcarro  parlour,  and  all  was  over 
and  done. 


c  2 


CHAPTER  II. 

There  was  "  a  grand  supper,"  as  Marg'ret 
-had  announced,  at  Drumcarro  this  evening,  for 
which,  though  it  was  almost  entirely  a  family 
party,  solemn  preparations  were  being  made. 
The  house  was  full  of  an  unusual  odour  of  good 
cheer,  unusual  goings  and  comings  through  the 
house  betrayed  the  excitement  and  sense  of  a 
great  event  approaching  which  was  diffused 
through  the  family.  On  ordinary  occasions 
the  family  dinner  took  place  between  two  and 
three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  followed  by  tea 
at  seven  with  much  wealth  of  scones  and  jam, 
new-laid  eggs  and  other  home  produce — and 
the  day  ended  for  the  elders  by  the  production 
of  "  the  tray  "  with  its  case  of  spirit-bottles  and 
accompanying  hot  water.     Now  and  then  by 
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times,  however,  this  great  ceremonial  of  a 
supper  took  place,  always  on  the  eve  of  the 
departure  of  one  of  the  boys  to  make  their 
fortune  in  the  world.  These  occasions  were 
consequently  not  surrounded  by  the  brightest 
recollections  to  the  grown-up  portion  of  the 
family,  or  to  their  mother.  The  supper  indeed 
to  her  was  a  feast  of  tears,  probably  as  great, 
though  a  more  usual  indulgence  than  the 
other  characteristics  of  the  festival.  It  was 
rarely  that  Mrs.  Douglas  ventured  to  weep  in 
presence  of  her  lord,  but  on  that  night  he  said 
nothing,  made  no  comment  upon  her  red  eyes, 
and  suffered  the  whimper  in  her  voice  without 
any  harsh,  "  Hold  your  tongue,  woman  !  "  such 
as  usually  subdued  her.  And  it  was  recognized 
in  the  house  that  it  was  the  mother's  role  and 
privilege  on  these  occasions  to  cry.  The 
children  were  not  disturbed  by  it  as  they 
might  have  been  by  tears  which  they  were 
less  accustomed  to  see  shed. 

The  dining-room  was  the  best  room  in 
Drumcarro,  as  in  many  Scotch  houses  of  the 
kind,  being  recognized  as  the  real  centre  of 
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life,  the  special  room  of  "  the  maister  "  and  the 
scene  of  all  the  greater  events  In  the  family. 
There  were  two  windows  In  It  which  at  a  time  ' 
when  the  existence  of  the  window-tax  curtailed 
the  light,  was  of  Itself  a  fine  feature,  and  It 
was  well-sized  and  not  badly  furnished,  with  a 
multitude  of  substantial  mahogany  chairs,  side- 
board, cellaret,  and  a  long  dining  table  of  very 
dark  mahogany,  shining  like  a  black  mirror, 
which  was  capable  of  being  drawn  out  to 
almost  any  length,  and  which  had  attained  the 
very  highest  polish  of  which  wood  was  capable. 
Covered  with  a  dazzling  white  cloth,  lighted 
with  four  candles,  a  most  unusual  splendour — 
set  In  the  silver  candlesticks,  which  were  the 
pride  of  the  family — and  surrounded  by  all  the 
Douglases  who  still  remained  at  home.  It  was 
an  Imposing  sight.  Flowers  had  not  yet  been 
thought  of  as  decorations  of  a  table  ;  such 
frivolities  were  far  In  the  depths  of  time.  A 
large  square  dish  set  In  a  high  stand  of 
plated  silver  with  straggling  branches  ex- 
tending from  It  on  every  side,  each  of  which 
contained  a  smaller  dish  full  of  confectionery, 
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pieces  of  coloured  "  rock  "  from  Edinburgh, 
and  sweeties  procured  from  "  the  merchant's  " 
for  the  occasion,  occupied  the  centre  of  the 
table.  It  was  called  the  ^pergne  and  was  con- 
sidered very  splendid.  The  central  dish  was 
piled  high  with  ruddy  apples,  which  gave  an 
agreeable  piece  of  colour,  If  any  one  had 
thought  of  such  fantastic  folly.  The  four 
candlesticks,  each  with  a  pair  of  snuffers  In 
its  tray  placed  between  them,  completed  the 
decorative  portion  of  the  table.  The  candles 
were  not  the  delicate  articles  which  ad- 
vancing civilization  has  learned  how  to 
produce,  but  smoky  "moulds"  which  tinged 
the  atmosphere  with  a  perceptible  emanation, 
especially  when  they  stood  in  need  of  snuffing. 
They  threw  a  ruddy  light  upon  the  faces  closely 
assembled  round  the  board,  bringing  out  most 
fully  those  of  the  more  youthful  members  of 
the  family,  and  fading  dismally  towards  the 
ends  of  the  long  table  at  which  the  principal 
personages  were  placed.  There  were  but  two 
visitors  of  the  party,  one  the  minister.  In- 
vited in  right  of  having  more  or  less  super- 
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intended  Robbie's  studies,  such  as  they  were, 
and  seated  on  Mrs.  Douglas's  right  hand  ;  the 
other  an  old  Miss  Douglas  known  as  Aunt 
Eelen,  from  whom  there  were  certain  expec- 
tations and  who  occupied  a  similar  place  of 
honour  by  the  side  of  Drumcarro.  The  hero 
of  the  evening  was  at  his  father's  left  hand. 
The  rest  of  the  party  were  Mary  the  eldest 
daughter,  Jeanie  the  youngest,  Kirsteen,  and 
two  boys  aged  fourteen  and  twelve  respec- 
tively, the  remaining  sons  of  the  house. 
The  fare  was  excellent,  and  in  another  region 
might  have  been  thought  luxurious  ;  but  it 
was  impossible  to  conceal  that  the  large  dish 
of  delicious  trout  which  stood  smoking  before 
Mrs.  Douglas,  and  the  corresponding  hecatomb 
of  grouse  to  which  her  husband  helped  the 
company  after  the  trout  had  been  disposed  of, 
came  from  the  loch  and  the  moor  on  Drum- 
carro estate,  and  therefore  were  as  much  home 
produce  as  the  eggs  and  the  cream.  This  fact 
elicited  a  somewhat  sharp  criticism  from  Miss 
Eelen  at  the  foot  of  the  table. 

"  The  grouse  is  no  doubt  very  good,"  she 
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said,  "and  being  to  the  manner  born  as  ye 
may  say,  I  never  tire  of  it  ;  but  for  a  genteel 
supper  like  what  you  have  always  given  to 
the  lads — " 

"Faith,"  said  the  laird,  ''they'll  find  it 
most  genteel  where  they're  going.  The 
Englishmen  will  think  it  the  finest  table  in 
the  world  when  they  hear  we  have  grouse 
every  day  ;  and  Robbie's  no  bound  to  con- 
descend upon  the  number  of  other  dishes.  I 
know  what  I  am  doing." 

"  No  doubt,  no  doubt :  I  was  only  making 
a  remark.  Now  I  think  a  bit  of  cod  from  the 
sea  or  a  made  dish  of  fine  collops,  or  just  a 
something  tossed  up  with  a  bit  of  veal,  they're 
more  genteel — and  I  know  that's  what  you're 
always  thinking  of,  Neil — of  course,  for  the 
boys'  sakes — " 

"  There's  a  made  dish  coming,  mem,"  said 
Merran,    who    was    waiting. 

"  Oh,  there's  a  made  dish  coming !  I 
thought  Marg'ret  would  mind  what  was  for 
the  credit  of  the  house.  Robbie,  my  man,  ye 
ought  to  feel  yourself  a  great  personage  with 
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all  the  phrase  that's  made  for  you.  When 
Sandy  went  away,  who  was  the  first,  there 
was  nothing  but  a  haggis — but  we've  learned 
many  things  since  then." 

"  A  haggis  Is  a  very  good  thing,  It's  fit 
for  a  king's  table." 

"  But  not  what  you  would  call  refined, 
nor  genteel.  Give  me  the  leg  and  a  piece  of 
the  back — there's  more  taste  In  It.  I  hope 
you  will  always  be  grateful  to  your  father 
for  giving  ye  such  a  grand  set  out." 

''  I  think,"  said  the  minister  at  the  other 
end,  "  that  you  and  Drumcarro,  mem,  give 
yourselves  more  and  more  trouble  every 
son  that  leaves  ye.  This  Is  the  fifth  I  have 
seen." 

"  Oh,  don't  say  me,  Mr.  Pyper,"  said  the 
mother.  "  I  know  just  nothing  about  It — 
when  your  son's  going  away,  and  ye  think 
ye  may  never  set  eyes  on  him  again,  who's 
to  think  of  eating  and  drinking  ?  He  may 
do  It,  but  not  me." 

"  That's  very  true,"  said  Mr.  Pyper.  "  Still, 
to  give  the  lad  a  something  pleasurable   to 
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look  back  upon,  a  last  feast,  so  to  speak,  has 
many  points  in  its  favour.  A  lad's  mind  is 
full  of  materialism,  as  you  may  call  it,  and 
he  will  mind  all  the  faces  round  the  friendly 
board." 

"  It's  not  very  friendly  to  me, '  said  the 
mother,  with  a  sob,  "  my  four  bonny  boys 
all  away,  and  now  Robbie.  It  just  breaks 
my  heart." 

"  But  what  would  you  do  with  them 
mem,  if  they  were  here  ?  "  said  the  sensible 
minister  ;  "  four  big  men,  for  they're  all  men 
by  this  time,  about  the  house  ?  No,  no,  my 
dear  leddy,  you  must  not  complain.  Such 
fine  openings  for  them  all !  and  every  one 
getting  on." 

"But  what  does  that  matter  to  me,  Mr. 
Pyper,  If  I  am  never  to  see  one  of  them 
again  ?  " 

*'  Oh,  yes,  mem,  it  matters — oh,  ay,  it  mat- 
ters much.  The  young  of  no  species,  much 
less  the  human,  can  bide  at  home.  Fathers 
and  mothers  in  the  lower  creation  just  throw 
them  off,  and  there's  an  end.      But  you  do 
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more  than  that.  You  put  them  in  the  best 
way  of  doing  for  themselves,  and  the  King 
himself  cannot  do  better.  Alas!"  said  the 
minister,  "  no  half  so  well,  decent  man — for 
look  at  all  these  young  princes,  one  wilder 
than  the  other.  And  every  one  of  yours 
doing  so  well." 

''  Oh,  yes,  they're  doing  well  enough — 
but  such  a  long  way  away.  And  me  so 
delicate.  And  Robbie  never  quite  strong 
since  he  had  the  measles.  It's  borne  in 
upon  me  that  I  will  never  see  him  again." 

"  You  need  not  say  it,  mother,"  said  Kir- 
steen,  "for  that's  what  nobody  can  know; 
and  it's  just  as  likely  he  may  be  sent  home 
with  despatches,  or  some  great  grandee  take 
a  fancy  to  him  and  bring  him  back.  And 
when  we're  sitting  some  day  working  our 
stockings  he'll  come  linking  in  by  the 
parlour  door." 

''  Oh,  you're  just  as  light  as  air,"  said  the 
mother  ;  *'  there's  nothing  serious  in  ye.  You 
think  going  to  India  is  just  like  going  to 
the  fair." 


KIRSTEEN.  29 


Kirsteen  darted  a  quick  glance  at  her 
mother,  but  said  no  more.  Her  eyes  kept 
filHng  much  against  her  will.  She  was  in 
great  terror  lest  a  big  drop  might  brim  over 
and  run  down  her  cheek,  to  be  spied  at  once 
by  Jeanie  or  the  boys.  For  nothing  would 
be  hid  from  these  little  things  :  they  could 
note  at  the  same  moment  the  last  bit  of  a 
bird  which  they  had  all  counted  on,  being 
transferred  to  Aunt  Helen's  plate,  and  keep 
an  eye  upon  the  favourite  apple  each  had 
chosen,  and  spy  that  suspicious  brightness  in 
Kirsteen's  eyes.  Nothing  could  be  hid  from 
their  sharp,  little,  all-inspecting  looks. 

There  was  a  breathless  moment  when  the 
cloth  was  drawn,  and  the  black  gleam  of  the 
mahogany  underneath  changed  in  a  moment 
the  lights  of  the  picture,  and  gave  the  children 
a  delightful  opportunity  of  surveying  them- 
selves in  that  shining  surface.  It  was  a 
moment  full  of  solemnity.  Everybody  knew 
what  was  coming.  The  port  and  sherry,  with 
their  little  labels,  In  the  silver  holders  In- 
tended to  prevent  the  bottles  from  scratching 
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the  table,  were  placed  before  Mr.  Douglas. 
Then  there  was  also  placed  before  him  a 
trayful  of  tall  glasses.  He  rose  up  :  the  eyes 
of  all  followed  his  movements :  Jock  and 
Jamie  projecting  their  red  heads  forward  in 
the  smoky  glow  of  the  candles,  then  much  in 
want  of  snuffing  :  Jeanie's  paler  locks  turned 
the  same  way.  Mary,  who  had  her  mother's 
brown  smooth  hair,  rested  her  clasped  hands 
upon  the  edge  of  the  table  with  calm  ex- 
pectation. Kirsteen  leant  her  elbows  on 
the  same  shining  edge,  and  put  down  her 
face  in  her  hands.  Miss  Eelen  shook  her 
head,  and  kept  on  shaking  it  like  a  china 
mandarin.  The  laird  of  Drumcarro  went  to 
an  old-fashioned  wine-cooler,  which  stood 
under  the  sideboard.  He  took  from  it  one 
bottle  of  champagne,  which  occupied  it  in 
solitary  dignity.  Marg'ret  stood  ready  with 
a  knife  in  her  hand  to  cut  the  wire,  and  a 
napkin  over  her  arm  to  wipe  up  anything 
that  might  be  spilt.  Not  a  word  was  said  at 
table  while  these  preliminaries  were  gone 
through.     Aunt    Eelen,    as   the   catastrophe 
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lingered,  went  so  far  as  to  make  a  suppressed 
Tchish  !  Tchish  !  of  her  tongue  against  her 
palate.  The  rest  were  full  of  serious  ex- 
citement too  important  for  speech.  The 
bottle  was  opened  finally  without  spilling  a 
drop  :  it  was  perhaps  not  so  much  ''  up  "  as  it 
might  have  been.  Drumcarro  filled  all  the 
glasses,  one  for  each  person  at  table,  and 
another  for  ]\Iarg'ret.  There  was  perhaps 
more  foam  than  wine  in  a  number  of  the 
glasses.  He  held  up  his  own  in  his  hand. 
"  It's  Robbie's  last  night  at  Drumcarro,"  he 
said,  ''  for  the  present.  Have  you  all  your 
glasses  ?  Before  the  '^zz  is  out  of  the  wine 
drink  to  Robbie's  good  health,  and  good  luck 
to  him,  and  to  all  our  lads  that  have  gone 
before."  He  touched  the  foam  in  his  glass, 
now  fast  dying  away,  with  his  lips.  '*'  May 
they  all  come  back  with  stars  on  their 
breasts,"  he  said,  *'and  do  credit  to  their 
name — and  not  a  laggard,  nor  a  coward, 
nor  one  unworthy  to  be  a  Douglas  among 
them  all ! " 

The  other  male  members  of  the  party  were 
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standing  up  also,  "  Here's  to  you,  Robbie ! 
Here's  to  you,  Robbie ! "  cried  the  two  boys. 
The  foam  in  their  glasses  merely  moistened 
their  throats  ;  the  minister,  however,  whose 
glass  had  been  full,  gravely  swallowed  its 
contents  in  little  sips,  with  pauses  between. 
"A  very  good  health  to  them  all,  and  the 
Lord  bless  them,"  he  said  with  imposing 
authority.  Mrs.  Douglas,  taking  advantage 
of  the  privilege  awarded  to  her,  began  to 
cry,  and  Marg'ret  lifted  up  a  strong  voice, 
from  the  foot  of  the  table  where  she  stood 
with  her  hand  upon  the  shoulder  of  the 
hero. 

*'  Be  a  good  lad,  Robbie — and  mind  upon 
your  Minnie  and  a'  the  family — and  be  a 
credit  to  us  a'  :  here's  to  you,  and  to  the  rest 
o'  the  young  gentlemen,  them  that's  gone, 
and  them  that  are  to  2:0  !  " 

''Ye'll  have  to  Q^et  a  new  bottle  for  the 
little  one,"  said  Aunt  Eelen,  "  Neil,  my 
man,  for  your  half-dozen  will  be  out  with 
Jock."  She  gave  a  harsh  laugh  at  her  own 
joke.      ''And  then  there's  the  lasses'   mar- 
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riages  to  be  thought  upon,"  she  added,  set- 
ting down  her  glass. 

Drumcarro  resumed  his  seat,  the  ceremonial 
being  over.  ''  Let  the  lasses'  marriages 
alone,"  he  said  impatiently.  "  I've  enough 
to  think  upon  with  my  lads.  Now,  Rob,  are 
you  sure  you're  all  ready  ?  Your  things 
packed  and  all  your  odds  and  ends  put  up  ? 
The  less  of  them  you  take  the  better.  Long 
before  you've  got  the  length  of  Calcutta  ye'U 
be  wishing  you  had  left  the  half  of  your 
portmanteaux  at  home." 

"  I've  just  two,  father." 

''Well,  ye'll  be  wishing  ye  had  but  one. 
Bring  ben  the  hot  water,  Marg'ret ;  for 
wine's  but  a  feeble  drink,  and  cold  on  the 
stomach.  My  wife  never  moves  at  the  right 
time — will  I  give  her  a  hint  that  you're 
waiting,  Eelen  ? " 

''  Not  on  my  account,  Drumcarro.  Your 
champagne's  no  doubt  a  grand  drink ;  but  a 
glass  out  of  your  tumbler,  if  you're  going  to 
make  one,  is  more  wholesome  and  will  set 
all  right." 

VOL.    I.  D 
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"  I  thought  ye  would  say  that,"  said  the 
laird.  She  had  said  It  already  on  every  such 
occasion — so  that  perhaps  his  divination  was 
not  wonderful.  He  proceeded  with  care  to 
the  manufacture  of  "  the  tumbler,"  at  which 
the  minister  looked  from  the  other  end  of  the 
table  with  patient  Interest,  abiding  his  time. 

"  Snuff  the  candles,"  said  the  laird,  "  will 
nobody  pay  a  little  attention  ?  You  three 
little  ones,  you  can  run  away  with  your  apples, 
it's  near  your  bed-time  ;  but  don't  make  more 
noise  than  you  can  help.  Marg'ret,  take  the 
hot  water  to  the  minister.  Champagne,  as 
ye  were  saying,  Eelen,  is  a  grand  drink  ; 
I  think  It  right  my  sons  should  drink  it  at 
their  father's  table  before  they  plunge  into 
the  extravagance  of  a  mess.  It  teaches  a 
lad  what  he's  likely  to  meet  with,  and  I  would 
not  have  one  of  mine  surprised  with  any 
dainty,  as  if  he  had  come  out  of  a  poor  house. 
But  a  wholesome  glass  like  what  I'm  helping 
you  to  Is  worth  twenty  of  it."  He  was 
filling  a  wine-glass  with  his  small  silver  toddy- 
ladle    as    he    spoke,    and    the    fumes    of  the 
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pungent  liquid  rose  In  curls  of  steam  pleasant 
to  the  accustomed  nostrils.  Robbie  kept  an 
eye  upon  the  hot  water  which  Mr.  Pyper 
detained,  knowing  that  one  of  the  privileges 
of  his  position  to-night  was  "  to  make  a 
tumbler "  for  himself,  with  the  privilege  of 
offering  it  then  to  his  sisters,  as  each  of 
his  brothers  had  done. 

"  Can  I  assist  you  to  a  glass,  mem  ?  just 
a  drop.  It  will  do  ye  good,"  the  minister 
said. 

"  Nothing  will  do  me  good,"  said  Mrs. 
Douglas.  "  I'm  far  past  that  ;  but  I'll  take 
a  little  for  civility,  not  to  refuse  a  friend  ; 
whether  it's  toddy  or  whether  it's  wine  it's 
all  sounding  brass  and  a  tinkling  cymbal  to 
me.  A  woman  when  her  bairns  go  from  her 
is  little  comforted  by  the  like  of  that." 

''  And  yet  the  creature  comforts  have  their 
place,  a  homely  one  but  still  a  true  one," 
said  the  minister.  "  There's  a  time  to  feast 
as  well  as  a  time  to  refrain  from  feasting. 
Miss     Mary,     may     I     have  the  pleasure  of 
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"  I'll  take  a  little  from  Robbie,"  said  the 
elder  daughter,  wisely  instructed  that  it  was 
well  thus  to  diminish  the  unwonted  tumbler 
allowed  to  the  novice.  Kirsteen  rose  quickly 
to  her  feet  as  these  Interchanges  went 
round. 

"  Mother,  I  think  if  ye'U  let  me,  I'll 
just  give  an  eye  to  what  the  little  ones  are 
doing,"  she  said,  "and  see  that  Robbie's 
things  are  all  ready.  One  of  the  boxes  is 
open  still  and  there  are  these  handkerchiefs." 
Kirsteen's  eyes  were  brimming  over,  and 
as  she  spoke  a  large  drop  fell  upon  her 
hand  :  she  looked  at  It  with  alarm,  saying, 
*'  I  did  not  mean  to  be  so  silly,"  and  hastened 
away. 

"  Where  is  Kirsteen  away  to  ?  Can  she 
not  take  her  share  of  what  is  going  like  the 
rest  ? "  said  her  father.  "  You  breed  these 
lasses  to  your  own  whimsies,  Mistress  Douglas. 
The  bairns  are  well  out  of  the  road  ;  but 
them  that  are  grown  up  should  bide  where 
they  are,  and  not  disturb  the  family.  I 
have  no  patience  with  them." 
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"  I'm  here,  father,"  said  Mary  in  her  mild 
voice. 

"  Oh,  ay,  you're  there,"  said  the  incon- 
sistent head  of  the  house,  "  for  you're  just 
nobody,  and  never  had  two  ideas  in  your 
head,"  he  continued  in  a  lower  tone.  "  Now, 
Robbie,  my  m.an,  take  your  glass,  there  is  no 
saying  when  you  will  get  another.  It's  just 
second  nature  to  a  Scotsman,  but  it's  as 
well  for  you  to  be  out  of  the  way  of  it  ; 
for  though  it's  the  most  wholesome  drink, 
it's  very  seductive  and  you're  much  better 
without  it  at  your  age.  It's  like  the  strange 
woman  that  you're  warned  against  in 
Scripture." 

"  Drumcarro  !  "  said  Aunt  Helen.  "  Oh 
fie !   before  ladies." 

"  Ladies  or  no  ladies  I  cannot  let  the 
occasion  pass  without  a  word  of  warning," 
said  the  father.  "  Ye  will  have  every  tempta- 
tion put  before  ye,  my  lad  ;  not  drink  perhaps, 
for  the  climate  will  not  stand  it,  but  other 
things,  that  are  worse." 

'•'  I'm    thinkinor,    Christina,"    said    the    old 
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lady,  "  that  now  your  goodman  has  begun  his 
moraHtles  it  may  be  as  well  for  us  to  go, 
for  you  know  where  that  begins  and  you 
never  can  tell  where  it  may  end  ;  a  man 
has  cognizance  of  many  things  that  cannot 
enter  into  the  experience  of  you  and  me. 
Mind  you  what  your  father  says,  Robbie, 
but  it's  not  intended  for  your  mother  and 
me." 


CHAPTER    III. 

KiRSTEEN  hurried  out  of  the  room,  out 
of  the  fumes  of  the  toddy  and  the  atmosphere 
of  the  half-festive,  half-doleful  occasion  which 
made  a  not  altogether  unpleasant  excitement 
in  the  monotony  of  the  home  life.  She  gazed 
in  at  the  open  door  of  the  parlour,  and  saw 
the  three  younger  children  gathered  in  the 
firelight  upon  the  hearthrug  munching  their 
apples,  and  the  sweets  with  which  they  had 
been  allowed  to  fill  their  pockets.  The  fire- 
light made  still  more  ruddy  the  red  heads 
and  freckled  faces  of  the  boys,  and  lit  up 
Jeanie,  who  sat  on  a  footstool  a  little  higher 
than  her  brothers,  in  her  more  delicate 
tints.  Kirsteen  was  much  attached  to  her 
younger  sister,  who  promised  to  be  the  beauty 
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of  the  family,  and  thought  her  hke  an  angel, 
especially  as  seen  through  the  dew  of  her 
wet  eyes.  "  Dinna  make  a  noise,"  she  said  ; 
"  be  awfu'  quiet  or  you'll  be  sent  to  your 
beds  ; "  and  then  closed  the  door  softly  and 
stole  through  the  dark  passage  towards  the 
principal  entrance.  There  was  no  light  save 
a  ruddy  gleam  from  the  kitchen  in  the  depths 
of  that  dark  passage  which  traversed  the 
whole  breadth  of  the  house,  and  that  which 
shone  through  the  crevices  of  the  dining- 
room  door.  She  had  to  find  her  way  groping, 
but  she  was  very  well  used  to  this  exercise, 
and  knew  exactly  where  the  hall-table  and 
the  heavy  wooden  chairs  on  each  side  stood. 
The  outer  door  stood  half  open  according  to 
the  habit  of  the  country  where  there  were 
no  burglars  to  fear,  and  little  to  tempt  them, 
and  a  perfect  capacity  of  self-defence  inside. 
There  was  a  full  moon  that  night,  but  it  had 
not  yet  risen,  though  the  sky  was  full  of  a 
misty  light  which  preceded  that  event.  A 
faint  shadow  of  the  group  of  trees  outside  was 
thrown  upon  the  doorway  ;  they  were  birches 
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slender  and  graceful,  with  their  leaves  half 
blown  away  by  the  October  gales  ;  those  that 
remained  were  yellow  with  the  first  touches 
of  the  frost,  and  in  themselves  gave  forth  a 
certain  light.  Kirsteen  stole  out  to  a  bench 
that  stood  against  the  wall,  and  sat  down  in  a 
corner.  She  was  not  afraid  of  cold  with  her 
uncovered  head  and  bare  arms.  All  the 
moods  of  the  elements  were  familiar  to  the 
Highland  girl.  She  thought  it  mild,  almost 
warm  :  there  was  no  wind,  the  yellow  birches 
perceptible  in  their  faint  colour  stood  up  like 
a  group  of  long-limbed  youths  dangling  their 
long  locks  in  the  dim  light :  the  further  land- 
scape was  but  faintly  visible,  the  shoulder  of 
the  hill  against  the  sky,  and  a  single  gleam 
of  the  burn  deep  down  among  the  trees. 

She  sat  pressing  herself  into  the  corner  of 
the  seat,  and  the  long  pent-up  tears  poured 
forth.  They  had  been  getting  too  much  for 
her,  like  a  stream  shut  in  by  artificial  barriers, 
and  now  came  with  a  flood,  like  the  same 
stream  in  spate  and  carrying  every  obstruction 
away.      It  was   almost  a  pleasure   to  see  (if 
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there  had  been  any  one  to  do  so)  the  good 
heart  with  which  Kirsteen  wept :  she  made 
no  noise,  but  the  tears  poured  forth  In  a  great 
shower,  rehevlng  her  head  and  her  heart. 
They  were  very  heavy,  but  they  were  not 
bitter.  They  meant  a  great  deal  of  emotion 
and  stirring  up  of  her  whole  being,  but  though 
her  feelings  were  very  poignant  they  were 
not  without  pleasure.  She  had  never  felt  so 
elevated  above  herself,  above  every  dull 
circumstance  that  surrounded  her.  She  had 
been  very  sorry  and  had  shed  tears  plentifully 
when  the  other  boys  went  away.  But  this 
was  not  the  same.  She  perhaps  did  not  con- 
fess to  herself,  yet  she  knew  very  well  that  it 
was  not  altogether  for  Robbie.  Robbie  had  his 
share,  but  there  was  another  now.  For  years 
Kirsteen  and  Ronald  Drummond  had  been 
good  friends.  When  he  went  away  before 
she  had  felt  a  secret  pang,  and  had  been  very 
eager  to  hear  the  news  of  the  battles  and  that 
he  was  safe  :  but  something  had  changed  this 
friendship  during  the  last  summer  while  he 
had  been    at  home.      Not    a  word  had  been 
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said  :  there  was  no  love-making  ;  they  were 
both  too  shy  to  enter  upon  any  revelation  of 
feeling,  nor  was  there  any  opportunity  for  ex- 
planations, since  they  were  always  surrounded 
by  companions,  always  in  the  midst  of  a 
wandering,  easy-minded  party  which  had  no 
respect  for  any  one's  privacy.  But  Kirsteen 
when  she  marked  her  brother's  handkerchiefs 
with  her  hair  had  fully  intended  that  Ronald 
should  see  it,  and  be  struck  w^th  the  similarity 
of  the  initials  and  ask  for  or  take  one  of  them 
at  least.  Her  heart  beat  high  when  this  hap- 
pened according  to  her  prevision  ;  and  when 
he  stooped  and  whispered,  "Will  ye  wait  for 
me,  Kirsteen,  till  I  come  back?"  the  answering 
whisper,  "  That  I  will ! "  had  come  from  the 
bottom  of  her  heart.  She  had  scarcely  been 
aware  of  what  w^as  said  in  the  hurry  of  the 
moment.  But  it  had  come  back  to  her,  every 
syllable  and  every  tone  as  soon  as  it  was  all 
over.  Their  spirits  had  floated  together  in 
that  one  moment,  which  w^as  only  a  moment, 
yet  enough  to  decide  the  course  of  two  lives. 
They  were   too  much  bound   by  the  laws  of 
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their  youthful  existence  to  think  of  breaking 
any  observance  in  order  to  expand  these 
utterances,  or  make  assurance  sure.  That 
Ronald  should  spend  his  last  evening  at  home 
with  his  mother  and  sister,  that  Kirsteen 
should  be  present  at  Robbie's  parting  supper, 
was  as  the  laws  of  the  Medes  and  the  Per- 
sians to  these  two.  No  emergency  could  be 
imagined  of  sufficient  weight  to  interfere  with 
such  necessities  of  life.  And  there  was  some- 
thing in  their  simple  absolutism  of  youthful 
feeling  which  was  better  expressed  in  the 
momentary  conjunction,  in  the  sudden  words 
so  brief  and  pregnant,  than  in  hours  of  lovers' 
talk,  of  which  both  boy  and  girl  would  have 
thought  shame.  "Will  ye  wait  for  me  till  I 
come  back  ? "  What  more  could  have  been 
said  in  volumes?  and  ''That  I  will!"  out  of 
the  fervour  of  a  simple  heart  ?  Kirsteen 
thought  it  all  over  again  and  again.  He 
seemed  to  stand  by  her  side  bending  a  little 
over  her  with  a  look  half  smile,  half  tears  in 
his  eyes  ;  and  she  was  aware  again  of  the 
flash  of  the  sweet  discovery,  the  gold  thread 
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of  the  little  letters  put  to  his  lips,  and  then  the 
question,  "  Will  ye  wait  ?  "  Wait !  for  a  hun- 
dred years,  for  all  the  unfathomed  depths  of 
life,  through  long  absence  and  silence,  each 
invisible  to  the  other.  "That  I  will!"  She 
said  it  over  and  over  again  to  herself. 

In  those  days  there  was  no  thought  of  the 
constant  communications  we  have  now,  no 
weekly  mails,  no  rapid  courses  overland,  no 
telegraph  for  an  emergency.  When  a  young 
man  went  away  he  went  for  good — away ; 
every  trace  of  him  obliterated  as  if  he  had 
not  been.  It  was  a  four  months'  voyage  to 
India  round  by  the  Cape.  Within  the  course 
of  the  year  his  mother  might  hope  to  hear 
that  he  had  arrived.  And  if  an  Indian  letter 
had  come  even  at  that  long  interval  for  a 
girl  in  another  family,  what  a  host  of  questions 
would  she  not  have  had  to  go  through  !  "A 
letter  for  Kirsteen!  Who's  writing  to  Kirsteen  ? 
What  is  he  writing  to  her  about  ?  What  is 
the  meaning  of  it  all  ?  I  must  know  what 
that  means  ! "  such  would  have  been  the  in- 
quiries   that    would    have    surged    up    in    a 
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moment,  making  poor  KIrsteen  the  object  of 
everybody's  curious  gaze  and  of  every  kind 
of  investigation.  She  never  dreamed  of 
any  such  possibiHty.  Robbie,  Avhen  he  wrote 
home,  which  he  would  no  doubt  do  in  time, 
might  mention  the  companion  of  his  voyage  ; 
Agnes  Drummond  might  say,  "There's  a 
letter  from  our  Ronald."  These  were  the 
only  communications  that  Kirsteen  could 
hope  for.  She  was  very  well  aware  of  the 
fact,  and  raised  no  thought  of  rebellion  against 
it.  When  she  gave  that  promise  she  meant 
waiting  for  interminable  years — waiting  with- 
out a  glimpse  or  a  word.  Nor  did  this 
depress  her  spirits :  rather  it  gave  a  more 
elevating  ideal  form  to  the  visionary  bond. 
All  romance  was  in  it,  all  the  poetry  of  life. 
He  would  be  as  if  he  were  dead  to  her  for 
years  and  years.  Silence  would  fall  between 
them  like  the  grave.  And  yet  all  the  time 
she  would  be  waiting  for  him  and  he  would 
be  coming  to  her. 

And    though    Kirsteen    cried,    it   was    not 
altogether  for  trouble.     It  was  for   extreme 
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and  highly-wrought  feeling,  sorrow  and  hap- 
piness combined.  Through  all  her  twenty 
years  of  life  there  had  been  nothing  to  equal 
that  moment,  the  intensity  of  it,  the  expec- 
tation, the  swift  and  sudden  realisation  of  all 
vague  anticipations  and  wishes.  It  was  only 
a  minute  of  time,  a  mere  speck  upon  the 
great  monotonous  level  of  existence,  and  yet 
there  would  be  food  enough  in  it  for  the 
thoughts  of  all  future  years.  When  the 
thunder-shower  of  tears  was  exhausted,  she 
sat  quite  still  in  a  kind  of  exalted  content- 
ment, going  over  it  and  over  it,  never  tired. 
The  hot  room  and  the  smoky  glare  of  the 
candles,  and  the  fumes  of  the  whisky  and  the 
sound  of  all  the  voices,  had  been  intolerable 
to  her ;  but  in  the  fresh  coldness  of  the  night 
air,  in  that  great  quiet  of  Nature,  with  the 
rustle  of  the  leaves  going  through  it  like 
breath,  and  the  soft  distant  tinkle  of  the  burns, 
what  room  and  scope  there  was  for  remem- 
bering ;  which  was  what  Kirsteen  called 
thinking — remembering  every  tone  and  look, 
the  way  in  which  he    approached    the  table 
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where  her  work  was  lying,  her  wonder  if  he 
would  notice,  the  flush  of  perception  on  his 
face  as  he  said,  "  It's  my  name  too,"  and  then 
that  tender  theft,  the  act  that  left  Robbie  for 
ever  without  one  of  his  pocket-handkerchiefs, 
— she  thought  with  a  gleam  of  fun  how  he 
would  count  them  and  count  them,  and 
wonder  how  he  had  lost  it — the  little  vision- 
ary letters  put  to  his  lips.  Oh  that  her  heart 
had  been  sewn  in  with  the  hair  to  give  to 
him  !  But  so  it  was,  so  it  was !  He  had  that 
pledge  of  hers,  but  she  had  nothing  of  his, 
nor  did  she  want  anything  to  remind  her,  to 
bind  her  faith  to  him,  though  it  should  be 
years  before  she  saw  him  again.  The  tears 
started  into  her  eyes  again  with  that  thought, 
which  gave  her  a  pang,  yet  one  which  was 
full  of  sweetness  :  for  what  did  it  matter  how 
long  he  was  away,  or  how  dark  and  still  the 
time  and  space  that  separated  them  now. 
''Will  ye  wait  for  me  till  I  come  back  ?"  that 
would  be  the  gold  thread  that  should  run 
through  all  the  years. 

The  sound    of  a  little   movem.ent  in  the 
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dining-room  from  which  all  this  time  she  had 
heard  the  murmur  of  the  voices,  the  tinkle 
of  the  glasses,  made  her  pause  and  start.  It 
was  the  ladies  withdrawing  to  the  parlour. 
She  thought  with  a  litde  gasp  that  they  would 
find  the  children  scorching  their  cheeks  on 
the  hearthrug,  instead  of  being  sent  off  to  bed 
as  should  have  been  done,  and  held  her 
breath  expecting  every  moment  the  call  of 
'"Kirsteen!"  which  was  her  mother's  appeal 
against  fate.  But  either  the  general  license 
of  the  great  family  event,  or  the  sedative 
effect  of  her  mouthful  of  champagne  and  glass 
of  toddy,  or  the  effect  of  Aunt  Helen's  con- 
versation which  put  her  always  on  her  defence 
whatever  was  the  subject,  had  subdued  Mrs. 
Douglas  :  there  came  no  call,  and  Kirsteen, 
though  with  a  slightly  divided  attention,  and 
one  ear  anxiously  intent  upon  what  was  going 
on  indoors,  pursued  her  thoughts.  It  gave 
them  a  more  vivid  sweetness  that  they  were 
so  entirelv  her  own,  a  secret  which  she  mieht 
carry  safely  without  any  one  suspecting  its 
existence  under  cover  of  everything  that  was 
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habitual  and  visible.  It  would  be  her  life, 
whatever  was  going  on  outside.  When  she 
was  dull — and  life  was  often  dull  at 
Drumcarro — w^hen  her  mother  was  more  ex- 
acting than  usual,  her  father  more  rough, 
Mary  and  the  children  more  exasperating, 
she  would  retire  into  herself  and  hear  the 
whisper  in  her  heart,  *'  Will  ye  wait  till  I  come 
back  ?  " — it  would  be  like  a  spell  she  said  to 
herself — ^just  like  a  spell ;  the  clouds  would 
disperse  and  the  sun  break  out,  and  her 
heart  w^ould  float  forth  upon  that  golden 
stream. 

The  sound  of  a  heavy  yet  soft  step  aroused 
Kirsteen  at  this  moment  from  her  dreams  ; 
but  she  was  set  at  ease  by  the  sight  of  a 
orreat  whiteness  which  she  at  once  identified 
as  Marg'ret's  apron  coming  slowly  round  the 
corner  of  the  house.  **  I  just  thought  I 
would  find  you  here,"  said  Marg'ret.  ''  It's 
natural  in  me  after  that  warm  kitchen  and  a' 
the  pots  and  pans,  to  w^ant  a  breath  of  air — 
but  what  are  you  doing  here  \vith  your  bare 
neck,  and  nothing  on  your  head  ?     I'm  just 
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warning  you  for  ever,  you'll  get  your  death 
of  cold." 

"  I  could  not  bear  it  any  longer,"  said 
Kirsteen,  "  the  talking  and  all  the  faces  and 
the  smell  of  the  toddy." 

"Hoot,"  said  Marg'ret,  "what  ails  ye  at 
the  smell  of  the  toddy  ?  In  moderation  it's 
no  an  ill  thing — and  as  for  the  faces,  you 
wouldna  have  folk  without  faces,  you  daft 
bairn  ;  that's  just  a  silly  speech  from  the  like 
of  you." 

''There's  no  law  against  being  silly," 
Kirsteen  said. 

"Oh,  but  that's  true.  If  there  was,  the 
jails  would  be  ower  full :  though  no  from 
you,  my  bonnie  dear.  But  I  ken  weel  what 
it  is,"  said  Marg'ret,  putting  her  arm  round 
the  girl's  shoulder.  "  Your  bit  heart's  a' 
stirred  up,  and  ye  dinna  ken  how  ye  feel. 
Tak'  comfort,  my  dear  bairn,  they'll  come 
back:" 

Kirsteen  shed  a  few  more  ready  tears 
upon  Marg'ret's  shoulder,  then  she  gave  that 
vigorous  arm  a  push,  and  burst  from  its  hold 
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with  a  laugh,  "  There's  one  of  Robbie's  hand- 
kerchiefs lost  or  stolen,"  she  said.  "  Where 
do  ye  think  he'll  ever  find  it  ?  and  R. 
D.  worked  upon  it  with  a  thread  of  my 
hair." 

*'  Bless  me  ! "  said  Marg'ret  with  alarm, 
"  who  would  meddle  with  the  laddie's  linen  ? 
but  you're  meaning  something  mair  than 
meets  the  eye,"  she  added,  with  a  pat  upon 
the  girl's  shoulder  ;  "  I'll  maybe  faddom  it 
by  and  by.  Gang  away  ben,  the  ladies  will 
be  wondering  where  ye  are,  and  it's  eerie  out 
here  in  the  white  moonlight." 

"  Not  eerie  at  all :  ye  mean  soft  and 
sweet,"  said  Kirsteen,  ''  the  kind  of  light  for 
thinking  in  ;  and  the  moon  is  this  minute  up. 
She's  come  for  you  and  not  for  me." 

'*  I  cannot  faddom  you  the  nicht  any  more 
than  I  can  faddom  what  ye  say,"  said 
Marg'ret.  "  There's  mair  in  it  than  Robbie 
and  his  handkerchief  But  I  maun  go  in 
and  fasten  up  the  straps  and  put  his  keys  in 
his  pocket,  or  he'll  forget  them.  Laddies 
are  a  great  handful,   they're  aye  forgetting. 
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But  they're  like  the  man's  wife,  they're  ill 
to  have,  but  worse  to  want.  Gang  in,  gang 
in  out  of  the  night  air,"  said  Marg'ret  with  a 
faint  sob,  softly  pushing  Kirsteen  before  her. 
The  smell  of  the  peat  fires,  w^hich  was 
pleasant,  and  of  the  smoke  of  the  candles, 
which  was  not,  and  of  the  penetrating  fumes 
of  the  toddy  again  filled  Kirsteen's  nostrils 
as  she  came  in.  She  had  no  right  to  be 
fastidious,  for  she  had  been  brought  up  in 
the  habit  and  knowledge  of  all  these  odours. 
When  she  entered,  another  scent,  that  of  the 
tea  with  which  the  ladies  were  concluding 
the  evening,  added  its  more  subtle  perfume. 
In  those  days  people  were  not  afraid  of 
strong  tea,  mixed  with  a  great  deal  of  green 
to  modify  the  strong  black  Congou,  and  it 
had  been  "  masking  "  for  half  an  hour  before 
the  fire  :  they  were  not  afraid  of  being  "  put 
off  their  sleep." 

"  And  do  ye  mean  to  say,  Christina,  that 
there's  nobody  coming  about  the  house  that 
would  do  for  your  girls  ?  " 

"  Oh,   for  mercy's  sake,  Eelen,  say   not   a 
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word  about  that :  we've  had  trouble  enough 
on  that  subject,"  said  Mrs.  Douglas  in  her 
injured  voice. 

"  Are  you  meaning  Anne  ?  Well,  I  mind 
Drumcarro's  vow,  but  there  is  no  doubt  that 
was  a  miss-alliance.  I'm  meaning  men  in 
their  own  position  of  life." 

''  Where  are  they  to  see  men  in  their  own 
position,  or  any  men  ? "  said  the  mother 
shaking  her  head.  "  Bless  me,  Kirsteen,  is 
that  you  ?  I  don't  like  people  to  go  gliding 
about  the  house  like  that,  so  that  ye  never 
can  hear  them.  When  your  aunt  and  me 
were  maybe  talking — what  was  not  meant 
for  the  like  of  you." 

'*  Hoot,  there  was  no  hairm  in  it,"  said 
Aunt  Eelen,  "  if  all  the  lasses  in  the  town 
had  been  here." 

**  But  it's  an  ill  custom,"  said  Mrs.  Douglas. 
"  However,  as  you're  here  ye  may  just  get 
me  my  stocking,  Kirsteen,  and  take  up  a 
stitch  or  two  that  I  let  fall  Na,  na,  no 
strangers  ever  come  here.  And  now  that 
my  Robbie's  going,  there  w^ill  be  fewer  than 


III.  KIRSTEEN.  55 

ever.  I  wish  that  your  father  would  not 
keep  that  laddie  out  of  his  bed,  and  him 
starting  so  early.  And,  eh,  me,  to  think  that 
I'm  his  mother,  and  most  likely  will  never 
see  him  in  this  world  again  !  " 


CHAPTER  IV. 

Robbie  went  away  next  morning  very 
early,  before  the  October  day  was  fairly 
afloat  in  the  skies.  They  had  no  carriage  at 
Drumcarro  except  *'  the  gig,"  and  it  was 
perched  up  in  this  high  conveyance,  looking 
very  red  with  tears  and  blue  with  cold,  that 
the  household,  all  standing  round  the  door, 
saw  the  last  of  the  boy  mounted  beside  his 
father,  with  a  large  portmanteau  standing 
uncomfortably  between  themi.  His  other 
bae^aofe  had  been  sent  off  in  the  cart  in  the 
middle  of  the  night,  Jock  as  a  great  favour 
accompanying  the  carter,  to  the  great  envy 
and  wrath  of  Jamie,  who  thought  it  hard 
that  he  should  miss  such  a  "ploy,"  and  could 
see    no    reason    why   his   brother   should   be 
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preferred  because  he  was  two  years  older. 
Jamie  stood  at  the  horse's  head  looking  as 
like  a  groom  as  he  could  make  himself,  while 
his  father  made  believe  to  hold  in  the  steady 
honest  mare  who  knew  the  way  as  well  as  he 
did,  and  was  as  little  troubled  by  any  super- 
fluous fun  or  friskiness.  Mrs.  Douglas  had 
remained  in  bed  dissolved  in  tears,  and  her 
boy  had  taken  his  leave  of  her  in  those 
congenial  circumstances.  "  Be  a  good  lad, 
Robbie,  and  sometimes  think  upon  your  poor 
mother,  that  will  never  live  to  see  you  again." 
"  Oh,  mother,  but  I'll  be  back  long  before 
that,"  he  cried  vaguely,  doing  his  best  to 
behave  like  a  man,  but  breaking  out  in  a 
great  burst  of  a  sob,  as  she  fell  back  weeping 
upon  her  pillows.  The  girls  at  the  door 
were  in  different  developments  of  sorrow, 
Mary  using  her  handkerchief  with  demon- 
stration, Kirsteen  with  her  eyes  lucid  and 
large  with  unshed  tears,  through  which 
everything  took  an  enlarged,  uncertain 
outline,  and  little  Jeanie  by  turns  crying  and 
laughing  as  her  attention  was  distracted  from 
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Robbie  going  away  to  Jamie  standing  with 
his  Httle  legs  wide  apart  at  the  mare's  re- 
spectable head.  Robbie  was  not  at  all  sorry 
to  go  away,  his  heart  was  throbbing  with 
excitement  and  anticipation  of  all  the 
novelties  before  him  ;  but  he  was  only 
eighteen,  and  it  was  also  full  for  the  moment 
of  softer  emotions.  Marg'ret  stood  behind 
the  girls,  taller  than  any  of  them,  with  her 
apron  to  her  eyes.  She  was  the  last  person 
upon  whom  his  look  rested  as  his  father 
called  out,  "  Stand  away  from  her  head,"  as 
if  honest  Mally  had  been  a  hunter,  and 
with  a  friendly  touch  of  the  whip  stirred  the 
mare  into  motion.  Robbie  looked  back  at 
the  gray  house,  the  yellow  birches  waving  in 
the  winds,  the  hillside  beyond,  and  the  group 
round  the  door,  and  waved  his  hand  and 
could  not  speak.  But  he  was  not  sorry  to 
go  away.  It  was  the  aim  of  all  his  breeding, 
the  end  looked  forward  to  for  many  years. 
"  It's  me  the  next,"  said  Jock,  who  was 
waiting  at  Inveralton,  from  which  place  by 
fishing-smack    and    coach     Robbie    was    to 
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pursue  his  way  to  Glasgow  and  the  world. 
Travellers  had  but  few  facilities  In  those 
days  :  the  rough  fishing  boat  across  the  often 
angry  loch  ;  the  coach  that  in  October  did 
not  run  "  every  lawful  day,"  but  only  at 
intervals  ;  the  absence  of  all  comfortable 
accommodation  would  grievously  affect  the 
young  men  nowadays  who  set  out  in  a 
sleeping  carriage  from  the  depths  of  the 
Hio^hlands  to  take  their  berths  in  a  P.  and  O. 
Robbie  thought  of  none  of  these  luxuries, 
which  were  not  yet  invented.  His  parting 
from  his  father  and  brother  was  not  emo- 
tional :  all  that  had  been  got  over  when  the 
group  about  the  doors  had  waved  their  last 
good-bye.  He  was  more  anxious  about  the 
portmanteaux,  upon  which  he  looked  with 
honest  pride,  and  which  contained  among 
many  other  things  the  defective  half-dozen 
of  handkerchiefs.  Ronald  Drummond  met 
him  at  the  side  of  the  loch  with  his  boxes, 
which  contained  a  more  ample  outfit  than 
Robbie's,  and  the  sword-case  which  had  been 
in  the  Peninsula,   a    distinction    which  drew 
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all  eyes.  "  It's  me  the  next,"  Jock  shouted 
as  a  parting  salutation,  as  the  brown  sail  was 
hoisted,  and  the  boat,  redolent  of  herrings, 
carried  the  two  adventurers  away. 

"Weel,"  said  Marg'ret,  "the  laddie's  gane, 
and  good  go  with  him.  It's  ane  less  to  think 
of  and  fend  for.  And  we  must  just  all  go 
back  to  our  work.  Whoever  comes  or  who- 
ever goes,  I  have  aye  my  dinner  to  think  of, 
and  the  clean  clothes  to  be  put  into  the  drawers, 
and  the  stockino^s  to  darn  a'  the  same." 

"  If  you'll  put  an  iron  to  the  fire,  Marg'ret, 
I'll  come  and  do  the  collars,"  said  Mary, 
"  he  was  always  so  particular,  poor  Robbie. 
There  will  be  no  fyke  now  with  trying  to 
please  him." 

''  I  cannot  settle  to  work,"  said  Kirsteen, 
"and  I  will  not.  I'm  not  just  a  machine  for 
darning  stockings.  I  wish  I  was  Robbie 
going  out  into  the  world." 

*'  Oh,  Kirsteen,  come  and  see  the  rabbits 
he  gave  me,"  said  Jeanie.  ''  He  would  not  trust 
one  of  them  to  the  boys,  but  gave  them  to 
me.     Come    and    take    them    some    lettuce 
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leaves.  It  will  keep  us  in  mind  of  Robbie." 
There  was  perhaps  some  danger  that  the  re- 
collection of  the  brother  departed  would  not 
last  very  long.  So  many  had  gone  before 
him  and  there  were  still  others  to  2:0. 

But  Kirsteen  avoided  Jeanie  and  the 
rabbits  and  suddenly  remembered  something 
she  had  to  get  at  the  "merchant's,"  which 
was  a  full  mile  off — worsted  for  her  mother's 
knitting  and  needles  for  herself,  who  was 
always,  to  the  reprobation  of  the  elder  mem- 
bers of  the  family,  losing  her  needles.  She 
was  glad  to  represent  to  herself  that  this 
errand  was  a  necessity,  for  a  house  without 
needles  how  can  that  be  ?  and  poor  mother 
would  be  more  dependent  than  ever  on 
everything  being  right  for  her  work,  on  this 
melancholy  day.  It  was  still  quite  early, 
about  nine  o'clock,  and  it  was  with  a  com- 
punction that  Kirsteen  gave  herself  the 
indulgence  of  this  walk.  A  morning  away 
from  work  seemed  to  her  almost  an  outrage 
upon  life,  only  to  be  excused  by  the  circum- 
stances and  the  necessity  of  the  errand.     She 
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walked  along  the  familiar  road  not  noting 
where  she  went,  her  thoughts  far  a^^ay, 
following  the  travellers,  her  mind  full  of  an 
agitation  which  was  scarcely  sorrowful,  a  sort 
of  exaltation  over  all  that  was  common  and 
ordinary.  The  air  and  the  motion  were  good 
for  her,  they  were  in  harmony  with  that  con- 
dition of  suppressed  excitement  in  which  from 
the  depths  of  her  being  everything  seemed 
bubbling  up.  Kirsteen's  soul  was  like  one  of 
the  clear  pools  of  the  river  by  which  she 
walked,  into  which  some  clear,  silvery,  living 
thing  had  leaped  and  lived.  Henceforward 
it  was  no  more  silent,  no  longer  without 
motion.  The  air  displaced  came  up  in 
shining  globules  to  the  surface,  dimpling  over 
the  water,  a  stir  was  in  it  from  time  to  time,  a 
flash,  a  shimmering  of  all  the  ripples.  Her 
mind,  her  heart  were  like  the  pool — no  longer 
mirroring  the  sky  above  and  the  pathway 
ferns  and  grasses  on  the  edge,  but  something 
that  had  an  independent  life.  She  roamed 
along  without  being  able  to  tell,  had  any  one 
asked  her,  where  she  was.     The  road  was  a 
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beautiful  road  by  the  side  of  a  mountain 
stream,  which  was  only  called  the  burn,  but 
which  was  h'lQ-  enouQ-h  for  trout  or  even  now 
and  then  salmon — which  ran  now  alone  the 
side  of  the  hill,  now  diving  deep  down  into  a 
ravine,  now  half  hid  with  big  overreaching 
banks,  now  flinging  forth  upon  a  bit  of  open 
country,  flowing  deep  among  the  rocks,  chat- 
tering over  the  shallows,  sometimes  bass  some- 
times treble,  an  unaccountable,  unreasonable, 
changeable  stream.  Red  rowan-tree  berries 
hung  over  it  reflecting  their  colour  in  the 
water.  The  heather  on  the  hill  came  in  deep 
russet  tones  of  glory  defeated,  and  the  with- 
ered bracken  with  tints  of  gold,  all  gaining 
a  double  brilliancy  from  the  liquid  medium 
that  returned  their  image.  To  all  these  things 
Kirsteen  was  so  well  accustomed  that  perhaps 
she  did  not  at  any  time  stop  to  note  them  as 
a  stranger  might  have  done.  But  to-day  she 
did  not  know  what  was  about  her  ;  she  was 
walking  in  more  beautiful  landscapes,  in  the 
land  of  imagination,  by  the  river  of  love,  in 
the  country  of  the  heart.    The  /> ays  die  tendre 
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which  was  ridiculous  w^hen  all  the  fine  ladieS' 
and  gendemen  postured  about  in  their  high- 
heeled  shoes  is  not  absurd  when  a  fresh  and 
simple  maiden  crosses  its  boundary.  She 
went  down  the  glen  to  the  merchant's  and 
chose  her  wool,  and  bought  her  needles,  and 
said  a  few  words  to  the  women  at  their  doors, 
and  shed  a  few  more  tears  when  they  were 
sorry  for  her  about  her  brother's  going  away, 
without  ever  leaving  that  visionary  country, 
and  came  back  from  the  village  more  deeply 
lost  in  it  than  ever,  and  hearing  the  whisper 
of  last  night  in  every  motion  of  the  branches 
and  every  song  of  the  burns.  ''  Will  ye  wait 
for  me,  Kirsteen  ?  "  though  it  was  only  this 
morning  that  he  went  away,  and  years  and 
years  must  pass  before  he  came  back — "  Ay, 
that  I  will !  That  I  will." 

She  had  nearly  reached  home  again, 
coming  back  from  the  merchant's — for  even 
her  reverie  and  the  charm  of  it  could  not 
keep  Kirsteen's  step  slow,  or  subdue  its  airy, 
skimming  tread — when  she  came  up  to  the 
carter  with  his  cart  who  had  carried  Robbie's 
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luggage  to  Inveralton.  She  stopped  to  speak 
to  him,  and  walked  along  by  his  side  timing 
her  steps  to  those  of  his  heavy,  slow  tread  and 
the  movement  of  the  laborious,  patient  horse. 
*'  Did  you  see  him,  Duncan  ?  "  she  said. 

''  Oh,  ay,  I  saw  him — and  they  got  away 
fine  in  James  Macgregor's  boat ;  and  a  quick 
wind  that  would  carry  them  over  the  loch  in 
two  or  three  minutes." 

"And  how  was  he  looking,  Duncan  ?" 

"  Deed,  Miss  Kirsteen,  very  weel :  he's 
gaun  to  see  the  world — ye  canna  expect  a 
young  boy  like  that  to  maen  and  graen.  I 
have  something  here  for  you." 

"  Something  for  me ! "  She  thought  per- 
haps it  was  something  that  had  been  put  into 
the  gig  by  mistake,  and  was  not  excited,  for 
what  should  there  be  for  her  ?  She  watched 
with  a  little  amusement  Duncan's  conflict 
with  the  different  coats  which  had  preserved 
his  person  from  the  night  cold.  He  went 
on  talking  while  he  struggled. 

''  The  other  laddie,  Jock,  I  left  to  come 
home    with    the    maister   in    the    gig.       He 
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thought  it  was  fine — but  I  wouldna  wonder  if 
he  was  regretting  Duncan  and  the  cart — afore 
now.  Here  it  is  at  last,  and  a  fecht  to  get  it. 
It  is  a  book  from  Maister  Ronald  that  you 
gave  him  a  loan  of — or  something  o'  that  kind 
— if  I  could  but  mind  what  gentles  say — " 

"  Gave  him — a  loan  of — ?"  cried  Kirsteen, 
breathless.  She  had  to  turn  away  her  head 
not  to  exhibit  to  Duncan  the  overwhelminof 
blush  which  she  felt  to  cover  her  from  head 
to  foot.  "  Oh,  yes,"  she  added  after  a  moment, 
taking  the  little  parcel  from  his  hand,  "  I — 
mind." 

Let  us  hope  that  to  both  of  them  the  little 
fiction  was  forgiven.  A  loan  of — she  had 
nothing  to  lend,  nor  had  he  ever  borrowed 
from  her.  It  was  a  small  paper  parcel,  as  if  it 
contained  a  little  book.  Kirsteen  never  could 
tell  how  she  succeeded  in  walking  beside  the 
carter  for  a  few  steps  further,  and  asking  him 
sedately  about  his  wife  and  the  bairns.  Her 
heart  was  beating  in  her  ears  as  if  it  would 
burst  through.  It  was  like  a  bird  straining 
at  its  bonds,  eager  to  fly  away. 
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Then  she  found  herself  at  home  where  she 
had  flown  Hke  the  wind,  havino:  informed 
Duncan  that  she  was  ''  in  a  great  hurry  " — but 
in  the  passage,  on  the  way  to  her  own  room, 
she  met  Mary,  who  was  coming  from  the 
kitchen  with  a  number  of  shining  white  collars 
in  her  arms  which  she  had  been  ironing. 

o 

"  Where  have  you  been  ? "  said  Mary. 
''  My  mother  has  been  yammering  for  you. 
Is  this  an  hour  of  the  day  to  go  stravaighing 
for  pleasure  about  the  roads  ? " 

Mary  pronounced  the  last  word  '•  rods,'" 
though  she  prided  herself  on  being  very 
correct  in  her  speech. 

"  Me — I  have  been  to  the  merchant's  for 
my  mother's  fingering  for  her  stockings," 
Kirsteen  said  breathlessly. 

"It  was  wheeling  she  wanted,"  said  Aviary 
with  exasperating  calm  ;  ''  that's  just  like  you, 
running  for  one  thing  when  it's  another 
that's  wanted.  Is  that  it  in  that  small 
parcel  like  a  book  ?  " 

''  No,  that's  not  it,"  said  Kirsteen,  clasping 
the  little  parcel  closer  and  closer. 

F  2 
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''  It's  some  poetry-book  you've  had  out 
with  you  to  read,"  said  her  sister,  as  if  the 
acme  of  wrong-doing  had  been  reached.  ''  I 
would  not  have  thought  it  of  you,  Kirsteen, 
to  be  reading  poetry  about  the  rods,  the  very 
morning  that  Robbie's  gone  away.  And  when 
my  mother  is  so  ill  she  cannot  lift  her 
head." 

''  I've  been  reading  no  poetry,"  cried 
Kirsteen,  with  the  most  poignant  sense  of 
injury.  "  Let  me  pass,  Mary,  I'm  going  up 
the  stair." 

But  it  was  MaSrg'ret  now  who  interposed, 
coming  out  at  the  sound  of  the  altercation. 
She  said,  "  Miss  Kirsteen,  I'm  making  some 
beef-tea  for  the  mistress.  Come  in  like  a 
dear  and  w^arm  your  hands,  and  ye  can 
carry  it  up.  It  will  save  me  another  trail 
up  and  down  these  stairs." 

Kirsteen  stood  for  a  moment  obstructed 
on  both  sides  with  a  sense  of  contrariety 
which  was  almost  intolerable.  Tears  of 
vexation  rose  to  her  eyes.  ''  Can  I  not  have 
a  moment  to  myself  ? "  she  cried. 
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"  To  read  your  poetry ! "  ]\Iary  called 
after  her  in  her  mild  little  exasperating 
voice. 

"  Whist,  whist,  my  lamb,  say  nothing," 
said  Marg'ret.  "Your  mother  canna  bide 
to  have  a  talking.  Never  you  mind  what 
she  says,  think  upon  the  mistress  that's 
lying  up  there,  wanting  to  hear  everything 
and  canna — wantinor  to  be  In  the  middle  of 
everything  and  no  equal  to  it.  It  was  no 
that  I  grudge  going  up  the  stairs,  but  just 
to  keep  a'  things  quiet.  And  what's  that 
you've  gotten  in  your  hand  ? " 

"  It's  just  a  small  parcel,"  said  Kirsteen, 
covering  it  with  her  fingers.  "  It's  just  a — 
something  I  was  buying — " 

"  Not  sweeties,"  said  Marg'ret  solemnly  ; 
"the  bairns  had  more  than  plenty  last 
night — " 

''  Never  you  mind  what  it  is,"  said 
Kirsteen  with  a  burst  of  impatience,  thrust- 
ing it  into  her  pocket.  "  Give  me  the  beef- 
tea  and  I'll  take  it  up  stairs." 

Mrs.    Douglas   lay    concealed    behind    her 
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curtains,  her  face  almost  in  a  fluid  state  with 
constant  weeping.  ''  Oh,  set  it  down  upon 
the  table/'  she  said.  "  Do  they  think  there's 
comfort  in  tea  when  a  woman  has  parted 
with  her  bairn  ?  And  where  have  ye  been, 
Kirsteen  ?  just  when  I  was  in  want  of  ye 
most ;  just  when  my  head  was  sorest,  and  my 
heart  like  to  break — Robbie  gone,  and  Mary 
so  taken  up  with  herself,  and  you — out  of 
the  way — " 

''  I'm  very  sorry,  mother,"  said  poor 
Kirsteen.  "  I  ran  down  to  the  merchant's 
to  get  you  your  yarn  for  your  knitting. 
I  thought  you  would  like  to  have  it 
ready." 

Mrs.  Douglas  rocked  her  head  back  and 
forward  on  her  pillow.  '*  Do  I  look  like  a 
person  that's  thinking  of  yarn  or  of  stock- 
ings, with  my  head  aching  and  my  heart 
breaking  ?  And  none  of  you  can  match  a 
colour.  Are  you  sure  it's  the  same  ?  Most 
likely  I  will  just  have  to  send  MargVet  to 
change  it.  What's  that  bulging  out  your 
pocket  ?     You    will   tear   every   pocket   you 
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have  with  parcels  in  it  as  if  ye  were  a  lad 
and  not  a  lass." 

''  It's  only  a  very  small  thing,"  said 
Kirsteen. 

"  If  that's  the  yarn  ye  should  never  let 
them  twist  it  up  so  tight.  It  takes  the  soft- 
ness all  out  of  it.  Where  are  ye  going  the 
moment  you've  come  back  ?  Am  I  to  have 
nobody  near  me,  and  me  both  ill  in  body, 
and  sore,  sore  distrest  in  mind  ?  Oh,  Kir- 
steen, I  thought  ye  had  a  truer  heart." 

'*  Mother,  my  heart's  true,"  cried  the  girl, 
''  and  there's  nothing  in  the  world  I  would 
not  do  to  please  you.  But  let  me  go  and 
put  away  my  things,  let  me  go  for  a  mo- 
ment, just  for  a  moment.  I'll  be  back 
again  before  you've  missed  me." 

''  You're  not  always  so  tidy  to  put  away 
your  things,"  said  the  invalid  ;  ''  sit  down  there 
by  my  bedside,  and  tell  me  how  my  bonnie 
lad  looked  at  the  last.  Did  he  keep  up  his 
heart  ?  And  was  your  father  kind  to  him  ? 
And  did  you  see  that  he  had  his  keys  right, 
and  the  list  of  all  his  packages  ?     Eh,  me,  to 
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think  I  have  to  He  here  and  could  not  see 
my  laddie  away." 

"  But,  mother,  you  have  never  done  it," 
said  Kirsteen,  *'  to  any  of  the  boys — and 
Robbie  never  expected — " 

"You  need  not  mind  me,"  said  Mrs. 
Douglas,  "  of  the  waik  creature  I've  always 
been.  Aye  in  my  bed  or  laid  up,  never 
good  for  anything.  If  you'll  lift  me  up  a 
little,  Kirsteen,  I  might  maybe  try  to 
swallow  the  beef  tea  ;  for  eh  !  I  have  much, 
much  need  of  support  on  such  a  doleful  day. 
Now  another  pillow  behind  my  back,  and 
put  the  tray  here  ;  I  cannot  bear  the  sight 
of  food,  but  I  must  not  let  my  strength  run 
down.  Where  are  you  going  now,  you 
restless  thing  ?  Just  stay  still  where  you 
are  ;  for  I  cannot  do  without  you,  Kirsteen. 
Kirsteen,  do  you  hear  me  ?  The  doctor 
says  I'm  never  to  be  left  by  myself." 

It  was  not  till  a  long  time  after  that 
Kirsteen  was  free.  Her  eager  expectation 
had  fallen  into  an  aching  sense  of  suspense, 
a  dull    pang   that   affected    both    mind    and 
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body.  Instead  of  the  rapid  flight  to  her 
room  full  of  anticipation  in  which  she  had 
been  arrested  in  entering  the  house,  she 
went  soberly,  prepared  for  any  disen- 
chantment. The  room  was  shared  with  her 
younger  sister  Jeanie,  and  it  seemed  quite 
probable  that  even  a  moment's  solitude 
might  be  denied  her.  When  she  found  it 
empty,  however,  and  had  closed  the  door 
upon  herself  and  her  secret,  it  was  with 
trembling  hands  that  she  opened  the  little 
parcel.  It  might  be  the  handkerchief  sent 
back  to  her,  it  might  be  some  other  plain 
intimation  that  he  had  changed  his  mind. 
But  when  the  covering  was  undone, 
Kirsteen's  heart  leaped  up  again  to  that 
sudden  passion  of  joy  and  content  which  she 
had  first  known  yesterday.  The  parcel 
contained  the  little  Testament  which  Ronald 
had  carried  to  church  many  a  Sunday,  a 
small  book  bound  in  blue  morocco,  a  little 
bent  and  worn  w^ith  use.  On  the  flyleaf 
were  his  Initials  R.  D.,  the  letters  of  the 
handkerchief,  and  underneath  C.   D.   freshly 
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written.  He  had  made  rather  clumsily,  poor 
fellow,  with  a  pencil,  a  sort  of  Runic  knot 
of  twisted  lines  to  link  the  two  names  to- 
gether. That  was  all.  Nowadays  the  young 
lover  would  at  least  have  added  a  letter ; 
seventy  years  ago  he  had  not  thought  of  it. 
Kirsteen's  heart  gave  a  bound  in  her  breast, 
and  out  of  weariness  and  contradiction  and 
all  the  depressing  influences  of  the  morn- 
ing, swam  suddenly  into  another  world  :  a 
delicious  atmosphere  of  perfect  visionary 
bliss.  Never  were  public  betrothals  more 
certain,  seldom  so  sweet.  With  a  timid 
movement,  blushing  at  herself,  she  touched 
with  her  lips  the  letters  on  the  title-page. 


PART  II, 


CHAPTER  V. 

Mr.  Douglas  of  Drumcarro  was  the  son 
of  one  of  the  Scotch  lairds  who  had  followed 
Prince  Charlie,  and  had  been  attainted  after 
the  disastrous  conclusion  of  the  Forty-Five. 
Born  in  those  distracted  times,  and  learning 
as  their  very  first  lessons  in  life  the  ex- 
pedients of  a  hunted  man  to  escape  his 
pursuers,  and  the  anguish  of  the  mother  as 
to  the  success  of  these  expedients,  the  two 
half-comprehending  children,  twin  boys,  had 
grown  up  in  great  poverty  and  seclusion  in 
the  corner  of  a  half-ruined  house  which  be- 
longed to  their  mother's  father,  and  within 
cognizance  of  their  own  real  home,  one  of 
the  great  houses  of  the  district  which  had 
passed  into  alien  hands.     When  they  set  out 
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to  make  their  fortune,  at  a  very  early  age, 
their  mother  also  having  in  the  meantime 
died,  two  half-educated  but  high-spirited 
and  strongly-feeling  boys,  they  had  parted 
with  a  kind  of  vow  that  all  their  exertions 
should  be  addressed  to  the  task  of  regaining 
their  old  possessions  and  home,  and  that 
neither  should  set  foot  again  upon  that  be- 
loved alienated  land  until  able  in  some  mea- 
sure to  redeem  this  pledge.  They  went  away 
in  different  directions,  not  unconfident  of 
triumphantly  fulfilling  the  mutual  promise ; 
for  fame  and  fortune  do  not  seem  very 
difficult  at  sixteen,  though  so  hard  to  acquire 
at  a  less  hopeful  age.  Willie,  the  younger, 
went  to  England,  where  some  relations 
helped  him  on  and  started  him  in  a  mildly 
successful  career.  He  was  the  gentlest,  the 
least  determined  of  the  two,  and  fortune 
overtook  him  in  a  manner  very  soothing  after 
his  troubled  boyhood  in  the  shape  of  a  mild 
competency  and  comfort,  wife  and  children, 
and  a  life  altogether  alien  to  the  romance 
of  the  disinherited  with  which  he  had  begun. 
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But  Neil  Douglas,  the  elder,  went  further 
afield.  He  went  to  the  West  Indies,  where 
at  that  period  there  were  fortunes  for  the 
making,  attended  however  by  many  access- 
ories of  which  people  in  the  next  generation 
spoke  darkly,  and  which  still,  perhaps,  among 
unsophisticated  people  survive  in  tradition, 
throwing  a  certain  stain  upon  the  planter's 
fortunes.  Whether  these  supposed  cruelties 
and  horrors  were  all  or  almost  all  the  exag- 
gerations of  a  following  agitation,  belonging 
like  many  similar  atrocities  in  America  to 
the  Abolitionist  imagination,  is  a  question 
unnecessary  to  discuss.  Up  to  the  time  at 
which  this  story  begins,  whenever  Mr. 
Douglas  of  Drumcarro  quarrelled  with  a 
neighbour  over  a  boundary  line  or  a  shot 
upon  the  hill-side,  he  was  called  "  an  auld 
slave-driver  "  by  his  opponent,  with  that  sense 
of  having  power  to  exasperate  and  injure 
which  gives  double  piquancy  to  a  quarrel. 
And  of  him  as  of  many  another  such  it  was 
told  that  he  could  not  sleep  of  nights  ;  that  he 
would  wake  even  out  of  an  after-dinner  doze 
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with  cries  of  remorse,  and  that  dreams  of 
flogged  women  and  runaways  in  the  marshes 
pursued  him  whenever  he  closed  his  eyes. 
The  one  thing  that  discredited  these  popular 
rumours  among  all  who  knew  Drumcarro  was 
that  he  was  neither  tender-hearted  nor  im- 
aginative, and  highly  unlikely  to  be  troubled 
by  the  recollection  of  severities  which  he 
would  have  had  no  objection  to  repeat  had  he 
had  the  power.  The  truth  was  that  he  had 
by  no  means  found  fortune  so  easily  as  he 
had  hoped,  and  had  worked  in  every  way 
with  a  dogged  and  fierce  determination  in 
spite  of  many  failures,  never  giving  up  his  aim, 
until  at  last  he  had  found  himself  with  a  little 
money,  not  by  any  means  what  he  had  looked 
for  and  wanted,  but  enough  to  buy  a  corner 
of  his  old  inheritance,  the  little  Highland 
estate  and  bare  little  house  of  Drumcarro. 
Hither  he  came  on  his  return  from  Jamaica,  a 
fierce,  high-tempered,  arbitrary  man,  by  no 
means  unworthy  of  the  title  of  "  auld  slave- 
driver,"  so  unanimously  bestowed  upon  him 
by  his  neighbours,  who,  however,  could  not 
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ignore  the  claims  of  his  old   Douglas  blood 
however  much  they  might  dislike  the  man. 

He  had  married  a  pretty  little  insipid  girl, 
the  daughter  of  one  of  his  brother's  friends  in 
''the  south  country,"  who  brought  with  her  a 
piano  and  a  few  quickly-fading  airs  and 
graces  to  the  Highland  wilds,  to  sink  as  soon 
as  possible  into  the  feeble  and  fanciful  invalid, 
entirely  subject  to  her  husband's  firmer  will 
and  looking  upon  him  with  terror,  whom  the 
reader  has  already  seen.  Poor  Mrs.  Douglas 
had  not  vigour  enough  to  make  the  least 
stand  against  her  fate.  But  for  Marg'ret  she 
would  have  fallen  at  once  into  the  domestic 
drudge  which  was  all  Drumcarro  understood 
or  wanted  in  a  wife.  With  Marg'ret  to  pre- 
serve her  from  that  lower  depth,  she  sank 
only  into  Invalidism — into  a  timid  com- 
plaining, a  good  deal  of  real  suffering, 
and  a  conviction  that  she  was  the  most 
sorely  tried  of  women.  But  she  bore  her 
despotic  husband  seven  boys  without  a  blem- 
ish, robust  and  long-limbed  lads  equal  to 
every  encounter  with  fate.     And  this   made 
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him  a  proud  man  among  his  kind,  strongly 
confident  of  vanquishing  every  adverse  cir- 
cumstance, in  their  persons  at  least,  if  not,  as 
Providence  seemed  to  have  forbidden,  in  his 
own.    He  set  his  whole  heart  upon  these  boys 
— struggling   and  sparing   to   get    a    certain 
amount   of  needful   education  for  them,  not 
very  much,  it  must  be  allowed  ;  and  by  every 
means  in  his  power,  by  old  relationships  half- 
forgotten,  by  connections  of  his  West  Indian 
period,  even  by  such  share  as  he  could  take 
in  politics,  contrived  to  get  appointments  for 
t^em,  one  after  another,  either  in  the  King's 
or  the  Company's  service  for  India.     The  last 
was  much  the  best  of  any ;  it  was  a  fine  ser- 
vice, with  perpetual  opportunities  of  fighting 
and  of  distinction,  not  so  showy  as  the  dis- 
tinctions to  be  gained  in  the  Peninsula,  but 
with  far  better   opportunities  of  getting  on. 
The   four    eldest   were    there    already,    and 
Robbie    had    started    to    follow    them.      For 
Jock,  who  took  to  his  books  more  kindly  than 
the  others,  there  was  a  prospect  of  a  writer- 
ship.     It  was  more  easy  in  those  days  to  set 
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young  men  out  In  the  world  than  It  Is  now. 
Your  friends  thought  of  them,  your  poHtlcal 
leaders  were  accessible ;  even  a  passing 
visitor  would  remark  the  boys  In  your  nursery 
and  lend  a  friendly  hand.  Nobody  lends  a 
friendly  hand  nowadays,  and  seven  sons  is 
not  a  quiverful  in  which  a  poor  man  has 
much  reason  to  rejoice. 

On  the  other  hand  the  girls  at  Drumcarro 
were  left  without  any  care  at  all.     They  were 
unlucky    accidents,   tares    among    the  wheat, 
handmaids   who   mlQ^ht   be   useful    about   the 
house,  but  who  had  no  future,  no  capabilities 
of  advancino^  the  famllv,  creatures  altOQ;ether 
of   no    account.      Men   in    a   higher   position 
than  the  laird  of  Drumcarro  might  have  seen 
a  means  of  strengthening  their  house  by  alli- 
ances,   through    the    means    of  four    comely 
daughters,  but  the  poor  little  Highland  laird- 
lings,  who  were  their   only  possible   suitors, 
were  not  worth  his  trouble,  and  even  of  them 
the  supply  was  few.     They  too  went  out  into 
the  world,  they  did  not  remain  to  marry  and 
vegetate    at  home.      Mr.    Douglas    felt    that 

G  2 


84  KIRSTEEN.  chap. 

every  farthing  spent  upon  the  useless  female 
portion  of  his  household  was  so  much  taken 
from  the  boys,  and  the  consequence  was  that 
the  girls  grew  up  without  even  the  meagre 
education  then  considered  necessary  for 
women,  and  shut  out  by  poverty,  by  pride, 
by  the  impossibility  of  making  the  ap- 
pearance required  to  do  credit  to  the  family, 
even  from  the  homely  gaieties  of  the  country- 
side. They  grew  up  in  the  wilds  like  the 
heather  and  the  bracken,  by  the  grace  of 
nature,  and  acquired  somehow  the  arts  of 
reading  and  writing,  and  many  housewifely 
accomplishments,  but  without  books,  without 
society,  without  any  break  in  the  monotony 
of  life  or  prospect  in  their  future.  Their 
brothers  had  gone  off  one  by  one,  depriving 
them  in  succession  of  the  natural  friends  and 
companions  of  their  youth.  And  in  this  way 
there  had  happened  a  domestic  incident  never 
now  named  in  Drumcarro ;  the  most  awful 
of  catastrophes  in  the  experience  of  the 
younger  members  of  the  family.  The  eldest 
of  the   girls,   named    Anne,   was    the   hand- 
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somest  of  the  three  elder  sisters.  She  was  of 
the  same  type  of  beauty  which  promised  a 
still  more  perfect  development  in  the  little 
Jeanie,  the  youngest  of  the  daughters  ;  with 
fair  hair  just  touched  with  a  golden  light, 
blue  eyes  soft  and  tender,  and  a  complexion 
somewhat  pale  but  apt  to  blush  at  any  touch 
of  sentiment  or  feeling  into  the  warmest 
variable  radiance.  She  sang  like  a  bird  with- 
out any  training,  she  knew  all  the  songs  and 
stories  of  the  district,  and  read  every  poetry- 
book  she  could  find  (they  were  not  many — The 
Gentle  Shepherd,  an  old  copy  of  Barbour's 
Bruce,  some  vao:rant  volumes  of  indifferent 
verse)  ;  she  was  full  of  sentiment  and  dreamy 
youthful  romance  without  anything  to  feed 
upon.  But  just  at  the  time  when  her  favour- 
ite brother  Nigel  went  away,  and  Anne  was 
downcast  and  melancholy,  a  young  doctor 
came  temporarily  to  the  district,  and  came  in 
the  usual  course  to  see  Mrs.  Douglas,  for 
whose  case  he  recommended  certain  remedies 
impossible  to  be  carried  out,  as  doctors  some- 
times do.     He  advised  chan^ye  of  air,  cheerful 
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company,  and  that  she  should  be  kept  from 
everything  Hkely  to  agitate  or  disturb  her. 
"  That's  sae  easy — that's  sae  likely,"  said 
Marg'ret  under  her  breath.  But  Anne 
listened  anxiously  while  the  young  doctor 
insisted  upon  his  remedies.  He  came  again 
and  again,  with  an  interest  in  the  patient 
which  no  one  had  ever  shown  before.  "If 
you  could  take  her  away  into  the  sunshine — 
to  a  brighter  place,  where  she  would  see  new 
faces  and  new  scenes."  *'  Oh,  but  how  could 
I  do  that,"  cried  Anne,  ''when  I  have  no 
place  to  take  her  to,  and  my  father  would  not 
let  me  if  I  had  .^"  "  Oh,  Miss  Anne,  let  me 
speak  to  your  father,"  the  young  man  pleaded. 
"You  shall  have  a  pleasant  house  to  bring 
your  mother  to,  and  love  and  service  at  her 
command,  if  you  will  but  listen  to  me."  Anne 
listened,  nothing  loth,  and  the  young  doctor, 
with  a  confidence  born  of  ignorance,  after- 
wards asked  for  an  interview  with  Drum- 
carro.  What  happened  was  never  known  ; 
the  doctor  departed  in  great  haste,  pale  with 
wrath,  Mr.  Douglas's  voice  sounding  loud  as 
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the  burn  when  in  spate  after  him  as  he  strode 
from  the  door ;  and  Anne's  cheeks  were  white 
and  her  eyes  red  for  a  week  after.  But  at  the 
end  of  that  week  Anne  disappeared  and  was 
no  more  seen.  Marg'ret,  who  had  risen  very- 
early  in  the  middle  of  the  wintry  dark,  to 
see  to  some  great  washing  or  other  house- 
hold work,  found,  as  was  whispered  through 
the  house,  a  candle  flickering  down  in  the 
socket  upon  the  hall-table,  and  the  house- 
door  open.  To  blow  out  the  last  flickering 
flame,  lest  it  should  die  in  the  socket  and 
so  foreshadow  the  extinction  of  the  race, 
was  Marg'ret's  first  alarmed  precaution  ;  and 
then  she  shut  the  open  door,  but  whether 
she  saw  or  heard  anything  more  nobody 
ever  knew.  A  faint  picture  of  this  scene, 
the  rising  and  falling  of  the  dying  light,  the 
cold  wind  blowing  in  from  the  door,  the  wild 
darkness  of  the  winter  morning,  with  its  be- 
lated stars  in  a  frosty  sky  looking  in,  remained 
in  the  imagination  of  the  family  surrounding 
the  name  of  Anne,  which  from  that  day  was 
never  pronounced  in  the  house.     Where  she 
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went  or  what  became  of  her  was  supposed  by 
the  young  ones  to  be  absolutely  unknown. 
But  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  even  Drumcarro, 
savage  as  he  was,  ascertained  the  fate  of  his 
daughter  even  while  he  cursed  her.  It  came 
to  be  understood  afterwards  that  she  had 
married  her  doctor  and  was  happy  ;  but  that 
not  for  a  long  time,  nor  to  the  sisters  thus 
taught  by  the  tremendous  force  of  example 
what  a  dreadful  thing  it  was  to  look  at  any 
upstart  doctor  or  minister  or  insignificant 
person  without  a  pedigree  or  pretensions  like 
their  own. 

This  was  the  only  shape  in  which  love 
had  come  near  the  door  of  Drumcarro,  and 
if  there  was  a  certain  attraction  even  in  the 
tragic  mystery  of  the  tale,  there  was  not 
much  encouragement  for  the  others  to  follow 
Anne's  example,  thus  banished  summarily 
and  for  ever  from  all  relations  with  her 
family.  Also  from  that  time  no  doctor 
except  the  old  man  who  had  brought  the 
children  into  the  world  was  ever  allowed  to 
enter  those  sacred  doors,   nor  any   minister 
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younger  or  more  seductive  than  Mr.  Pyper. 
As  for  other  ineHgible  persons  there  were 
none  in  the  country-side,  so  that  Mary  and 
Kirsteen  were  safe  from  temptation.  And 
thus  they  went  on  from  day  to  day  and  from 
year  to  year,  in  a  complete  isolation  which 
poverty  made  imperative  more  even  than 
circumstances,  the  only  event  that  ever 
happened  being  the  departure  of  a  brother, 
or  an  unusually  severe  "attack"  of  their 
mother's  continued  ever-enduring  illness. 
They  were  not  sufficiently  educated  nor 
sufficiently  endowed  to  put  them  on  a  par 
with  the  few  high-born  ladies  of  the  district, 
with  whom  alone  they  would  have  been 
allowed  to  associate  ;  and  there  was  native 
pride  enough  in  themselves  to  prevent  them 
from  forming  friendships  with  the  farmers' 
daughters,  also  very  widely  scattered  and 
few  in  number,  who,  though  the  young 
ladies  of  Drumcarro  were  so  little  superior 
to  themselves  in  any  outward  attribute, 
would  have  thought  their  acquaintance  an 
honour.     Nothing  accordingly  could  exceed 
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the  dulness,  the  monotony  of  their  Hves, 
with  no  future,  no  occupation  except  their 
work  as  almost  servants  in  their  father's 
house,  no  hope  even  of  those  vicissitudes 
of  youth  which  sometimes  in  a  moment 
change  a  young  maiden's  Hfe.  All  was 
bald  and  gray  about  them,  everything  but 
the  scenery,  in  which,  if  there  is  nothing 
else,  young  minds  find  but  an  imperfect 
compensation.  Mary  indeed  had  a  com- 
pensation of  another  kind  in  the  comfort- 
able apathy  of  a  perfectly  dull  and  stolid 
character,  which  had  little  need  of  the  higher 
acquirements  of  life.  But  Kirsteen  with 
her  quick  temper  and  high  spirit  and  lively 
imagination  was  little  adapted  for  a  part 
so  blank.  She  was  one  of  those  who  make 
a  story  for  themselves. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

Marg'ret  was  perhaps  the  only  indi- 
vidual in  the  world  who  dared  to  remonstrate 
with  ]\Ir.  Douo^las  as  to  the  neo^lect  in 
which  his  daughters  were  losing  their  youth 
and  all  its  pleasures  and  hopes.  Aunt 
Eelen  it  is  true  made  comments  from  time 
to  time.  She  said  :  "  Puir  things,  what  will 
become  of  them  when  Neil's  deed  ?  They've 
neither  siller  nor  learning  ;  and  no  chance 
of  a  man  for  one  of  them  that  I  can  see." 

*'And  yet  they're  bonnie  lasses,"  said  the 
sympathetic  neighbour  to  whom  on  her 
return  home  after  Robbie's  departure  she 
made  this  confidence.  "  Oh,  they're  well 
enough,  but  with  a  silly  mother  and  a  father 
that's  just  a  madman,  what  can  any  person 
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do  for  them  ?"  Miss  Eelen  Douglas  was  not 
quite  assured  In  her  own  mind  that  it  was 
not  her  duty  to  do  something  for  her  young 
relations,  and  she  took  a  great  deal  of  pains 
to  prove  to  herself  that  It  was  Impossible. 

"What  If  you  had  them  over  at  the  New 
Year  ?  There's  aye  something  going  on,  and 
the  ball  at  the  Castle." 

''The  ball  at  the  Castle!"  cried  Miss 
Eelen  with  a  scream.  ''  And  what  would 
they  put  on  to  go  to  the  ball  at  the  Castle  ? 
Potato-bags  and  dishclouts  ?  Na,  na,  I'm 
of  his  mind  so  far  as  that  goes.  If  they 
cannot  appear  like  Drumcarro's  daughters 
they  are  best  at  home." 

''Bless  me,"  said  the  kind  neighbour,  "a 
bit  white  frock  Is  no  ruinous.  If  It  was 
only  for  a  summer  Sabbath  to  go  to  the 
kirk  in,  they  must  have  white  frocks." 

*' Ruinous  or  no  ruinous  It's  more  than  he'll 
give  them,"  said  Miss  Eelen,  shutting  up 
her  thin  lips  as  if  they  had  been  a  purse. 
She  was  very  decided  that  the  white  frocks 
could  not  come  from  her.     And  indeed  her 
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means  were  very  small,  not  much  more  than 
was  absolutely  necessary  to  maintain  her 
little  house  and  the  one  maid  who  kept  her 
old  mahogany  and  her  old  silver  up  to  the 
polish  which  was  necessary.  Naturally  all 
her  neighbours  and  her  cousin  Neil,  who 
hoped  to  inherit  from  her,  exaggerated  Miss 
Helen's  income.  But  though  she  was  poor, 
she  had  a  compunction.  She  felt  that  the 
white  frocks  ought  to  be  obtained  somehow, 
if  even  by  the  further  pinching  of  her  own 
already  pinched  living,  and  that  the  great 
chance  of  the  ball  at  the  Castle  ought  to  be 
afforded  to  Drumcarro's  neglected  girls.  And 
she  had  to  reason  with  herself  periodically  as 
to  the  impossibility  of  this,  demonstrating 
how  it  was  that  she  could  not  do  it,  that  it  was 
not  her  part  to  do  it,  that  if  the  father  and 
the  mother  saw  no  necessity,  how  was  she, 
a  cousin  once  removed,  to  take  it  upon  her  ? 
For  though  they  called  her  aunt  she  was  in 
reality  Neil  Douglas  of  Drumcarro's  cousin 
and  no  more.  Notwithstanding  all  these 
arguments      a      compunction      was     always 
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present  In  Miss  Helen's  worn  out  yet  not 
extinguished  heart. 

**  Besides,"  she  began  again  more  briskly, 
*'  what  would  be  the  use  ?  Ye'll  no  suppose 
that  Lord  John  or  Lord  Thomas  would 
offer  for  Drumcarro's  lasses.  They're  as 
good  blood,  maybe  better ;  for  It's  cauld 
watery  stuff  that  rins  In  those  young  lads' 
veins.  But  Neil  Douglas  is  a  poor  man  ; 
If  he  had  all  or  the  half  that  rightly 
belongs  to  him,  it  would  be  anither  matter. 
We'll  say  nothing  about  that.  I'm  a 
Douglas  myself,  and  it  just  fires  me  up 
when  I  think  of  It.  But  right  or  wrong,  as 
I'm  saying,  Drumcarro's  a  poor  man  and  It's 
no  In  the  Castle  his  lasses  will  find  mates. 
And  he's  a  proud  man.  I  think  upon  Anne, 
puir  thing,  and  I  cannot  say  another  word. 
Na,  na,  It's  just  a  case  where  nobody  can 
interfere." 

"  But  Miss  Anne's  very  happy,  and  plenty 
of  everything,  as  I  hear." 

''  Happy,  and  her  father's  doors  closed 
upon   her,    and    her   name  wiped    out   as  If 
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she  were  dead,  far  more  than  if  she  were 
dead !  And  bearing  a  name  that  no  man  ever 
heard  of,  her,  a  Douglas!"  Miss  Helen's 
gray  cheek  took  on  a  flush  of  colour  at  the 
thought.  She  shook  her  head,  agitating  the 
little  gray  ringlets  on  her  forehead.  "  Na, 
na,"  she  said,  ''I'm  vexed  to  think  upon 
the  poor  things — but  I  cannot  interfere." 

''  Maybe  their  father,  if  you  were  to  speak 
to  him — " 

''  Me  speak  to  him  !  I  would  as  soon 
speak  to  Duncan  Nicol's  bull.  My  dear,  ye 
ken  a  great  deal,"  said  Miss  Eelen  with 
irony,  "  but  ye  do  not  ken  the  Douglases. 
And  that's  all  that  can  be  said." 

This,  however,  was  not  all  that  a  more 
devoted  friend,  the  only  one  they  had  who 
feared  neither  Drumcarro  nor  anything  else 
in  the  world,  in  their  interests,  found  to  say. 
Marg'ret  was  not  afraid  of  Drumcarro. 
Even  she  avoided  any  unnecessary  en- 
counter with  ''the  auld  slave-driver,"  but 
when  it  was  needful  to  resist  or  even  to  as- 
sail him  she  did  not  hesitate.     And  this  time 
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it  was  not  resistance  but  attack.  She 
marched  into  the  laird's  room  with  her 
head  held  high,  trumpets  playing  and 
banners  flying,  her  broad  white  capstrings 
finely  starched  and  streaming  behind  her 
with  the  impulse  of  her  going,  an  unusual 
colour  in  her  cheeks,  her  apron  folded  over 
one  hand,  the  other  free  to  aid  the  eloquence 
of  her  speech.  Several  months  had  passed 
in  great  quiet,  the  little  stir  of  Robbie's 
departure  having  died  away  along  with  the 
faint  excitement  of  the  preparations  for  his 
departure,  the  making  of  his  linen,  the 
packing  of  his  portmanteaux.  All  had  re- 
lapsed again  into  perfect  dulness  and  the 
routine  of  every  day.  Jamie,  the  next  boy, 
was  only  fourteen  ;  a  long  time  must  elapse 
before  he  was  able  to  follow  his  brother 
into  the  world,  and  until  his  time  should 
come  there  was  no  likelihood  of  any  other 
event  stirring  the  echoes  at  Drumcarro.  As 
for  Marg'ret,  the  routine  was  quite  enough 
for  her.  To  think  what  new  variety  of 
scone  she  could  make  for  their  tea,  how  she 
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could   adapt  the   remains    of  the   grouse    to 
make  a  little  change,  or  improve  the  flavour 
of  the  trout,  or  compound   a  beef-tea  or  a 
pudding  which  would  tempt  her  mistress  to 
a  spoonful   more,  was  diversion  enough  for 
Marg'ret  among  the  heavier  burdens  of  her 
work.      But  the  bairns — and  above  all   Kir- 
steen,  who  was  her  special  darling.     Kirsteen 
had  carried  her  head  very  high  after  Robbie 
went  away.     She  had  been  full  of  musings 
and  of  dreams,    she  had   smiled    to    herself 
and  sung  to  herself  fragments  of  a  hundred 
little  ditties,  even  amid   the  harassments  of 
her  sick  mother's  incessant  demands,  and  all 
the  dulness  of  her  life.      But  after  a  month 
or   two    that    visionary   delight    had  a  little 
failed,    the   chill    of  abandonment,    of  lone- 
liness,   of  a    life    shut    out    from    every    re- 
laxation,   had    ceased    to    be    neutralized   by 
the  secret  inspiration  which  kept  the  smile 
on   her    lips    and    the    song   in    her    heart. 
Kirsteen  had  not  forgotten  the  secret  which 
was  between  her  and  Ronald,  or  ceased  to 
be  sustained  by  it ;  but  she  was  young,  and 
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the  parting,  the  absence,  the  silence  had 
begun  to  tell  upon  her.  He  was  gone;  they 
were  all  gone,  she  said  to  herself  With 
everything  in  the  world  to  sustain  the  young 
sufferer,  that  chill  of  absence  Is  always  a 
sad  one.  And  her  cheerfulness,  if  not  her 
courage,  had  flagged.  Her  heart  and  her 
head  had  drooped  In  spite  of  herself.  She 
had  been  found  moping  in  corners,  "  thinking," 
as  she  had  said,  and  she  had  been  seen  with 
her  eyes  wet,  hastily  drying  the  irrepressible 
tears.  "  Kirsteen  greetin' ! "  One  of  the 
boys  had  seen  it,  and  mocked  her  with  a 
jibe,  of  which  afterwards  he  was  much 
ashamed  ;  and  little  Jeanie  had  seen  it,  and 
had  hurried  off  awestrlcken  to  tell  jNIarg'ret, 
"  Kirsteen  was  In  the  parlour,  just  with  no- 
body, and  greetin'  like  to  break  her  heart." 

"  Hoot  awa'  with  ye.  It'll  be  that  auld  pain 
in  her  head,"  said  Marg'ret  sending  the  little 
girl  away.  But  this  report  brought  affairs  to 
a  crisis.  "  The  bairn  shall  not  just  be  left  to 
think  and  think,"  she  said  to  herself,  adding 
however   prudently,   "no  if   I    can  help  it." 
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Marg'ret  had  managed  one  way  or  other  to 
do  most  things  she  had  set  her  heart  upon, 
but  upon  this  she  could  not  calculate.  Drum- 
carro  was  not  a  man  to  be  turned  easily  from 
his  evil  ways.  He  was  a  ''dour  man."  The 
qualities  which  had  enabled  him  in  the  face 
of  all  discouragement  to  persevere  through 
failure  and  disappointment  until  he  had 
at  last  gained  so  much  if  no  more  and 
become  Drumcarro,  were  all  strong  agents 
against  the  probability  of  getting  him  to 
yield  now.  He  had  his  own  theories  of  his 
duty,  and  it  was  not  likely  that  the  repre- 
sentations of  his  housekeeper  would  change 
them.  Still  Marg'ret  felt  that  she  must  say 
her  say. 

He  was  seated  by  himself  in  the  little 
room  which  was  specially  his  own,  in  the 
heaviness  of  the  afternoon.  Dinner  was 
over,  and  the  air  was  still  conscious  of  the 
whisky  and  water  which  had  accompanied 
it.  A  peat  fire  burned  with  an  intense  red 
glow,  and  his  chair  and  shabby  writing-table 
were  drawn  close  to  it.     No  wonder    then 
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that  Drumcarro  dozed  when  he  retired  to 
that  warm  and  still  seclusion.  Marg'ret  took 
care  not  to  go  too  soon,  to  wait  until  the 
afternoon  nap  was  over ;  but  the  laird's  eyes 
were  still  heavy  when  she  came  in.  He 
roused  himself  quickly  with  sharp  im- 
patience ;  though  the  doze  was  habitual  he 
was  full  of  resentment  at  any  suspicion  of  it. 
He  was  reading  in  his  room  ;  this  was  the 
version  of  the  matter  which  he  expected  to 
be  recognized  in  the  family  :  a  man  nowa- 
days would  say  he  had  letters  to  write,  but 
letters  were  not  so  universal  an  occupation 
then.  A  frank  or  an  opportunity,  a  private 
hand,  or  sure  messenger  with  whom  to  trust 
the  missive  were  things  of  an  occasional 
occurrence  which  justified  correspondence ; 
but  it  was  not  a  necessity  of  every  day. 
Mr.  Douglas  made  no  pretence  of  letters. 
He  was  reading  ;  a  much  crumpled  newspaper 
which  had  already  passed  through  several 
hands  was  spread  out  on  the  table  before 
him.  It  was  a  Glasgow  paper,  posted  by 
the  first  reader  the  day  after  publication  to  a 
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gentleman  on  Loch  Long,  then  forwarded 
by  him  to  Iveralton,  thence  to  Drumcarro. 
Mr.  Pyper  at  the  Manse  got  it  at  fourth  hand. 
It  would  be  difficult  to  trace  its  wanderings 
after  that.  The  laird  had  it  spread  upon  his 
table,  and  was  bending  over  it,  winking  one  eye 
to  get  it  open  when  Marg'ret  pushed  open  the 
door.  She  did  not  knock,  but  she  made  a  great 
deal  of  noise  with  the  handle  as  she  opened 
it,  which  came  to  much  the  same  thing. 

''Well,"  he  said,  turning  upon  her  snap- 
pishly, "  what  may  ye  be  wanting  now  ? " 

"  I  was  wanting — just  to  say  something  to 
ye,  Drumcarro,  if  it's  convenient  to  ye," 
Marg'ret  said. 

"  What  do  ye  want  ?  That's  your  way  of 
asking,  as  I  know  well.  What  ails  ye  now, 
and  what  long  story  have  ye  to  tell  ?  The 
sooner  it's  begun  the  sooner  it  will  be  ended," 
he  said. 

"There  is  truth  in  that,"  replied  Marg'ret 
sedately ;  "  and  I  canna  say  I  am  confident 
ye  will  be  pleased  with  what  I  am  going  to 
say.      For  to  meddle  between  a  father  and 
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his  bairns  is  no  a  pleasant  office,  and  to  one 
that  is  but  a  servant  in  the  house." 

*' And  who  may  this  be,"  said  Mr.  Douglas 
grimly,  ''  that  is  coming  to  Interfere  between  a 
father  and  his  bairns, — meaning  me  and  my 
family,  as  I'm  at  liberty  to  judge  ?  " 

Marg'ret  looked  her  master  in  the  face, 
and  made  him  a  slight  but  serious  curtsey. 
**  'Deed,  sir,  it's  just  me,"  she  said. 

"You!"  said  the  laird  with  all  the  force 
of  angry  indignation  which  he  could  throw 
into  his  voice.  He  roused  himself  to  the 
fray,  pushing  up  his  spectacles  upon  his  fore- 
head. "You're  a  bonny  one,"  he  said,  "to 
burst  into  a  gentleman's  private  room  on 
whatever  errand — let  alone  meddling  in 
what's  none  of  your  concerns." 

"If  ye  think  sae,  sir,"  said  Marg'ret, 
"that's  just  anither  point  we  dinna  agree 
about ;  for  if  there's  a  mair  proper  person 
to  speak  to  ye  about  your  bairns  than  the 
person  that  has  brought  them  up,  and  carried 
them  in  her  arms,  and  made  their  parritch 
and  mended  their  clo'es  all  their  life,  I'm  no 
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acquaint  with  her.  Eh  me,  what  am  I  say- 
ing ?  There  is  anither  that  has  a  better  right 
—  and  that's  their  mother.  But  she's  your 
wife,  puir  lamb,  and  ye  ken  weel  that  ye've 
sae  dauntened  her,  and  sae  bowed  her  down, 
that  if  ye  were  to  take  a'  their  Hves  she  would 
never  get  out  a  word." 

''  Did  she  send  ye  here  to  tell  me  so  ? " 
cried  Drumcarro. 

''  But  me,"  said  Marg'ret,  unheeding  the 
question,  "  I'm  no  to  be  dauntened  neither  by 
words  nor  looks.  I'm  nae  man's  wife,  the 
Lord  be  thankit." 

**Ye  may  well  say  that,"  said  the  laird, 
seizing  an  ever-ready  weapon,  ''for  it's  well 
known  ye  never  could  get  a  man  to  look  the 
way  ye  were  on." 

Marg'ret  paused  for  a  moment  and  contem- 
plated him,  half  moved  by  the  jibe,  but  with 
a  slight  wave  of  her  hand  put  the  temptation 
away.  ''I'm  no  to  be  put  off  by  ony  remarks 
ye  can  make,  sir,'^  she  said  ;  "  maybe  ye  think 
ye  ken  my  affairs  better  than  I  do,  for  well  I 
wot  I  ken  yours  better  than  you.     You're  no 
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an  ill  father  to  your  lads.  I  would  never  say 
sae,  for  It  wouldna  be  true  ;  ye  do  your  best 
for  them  and  grudge  naethlng.  But  the 
lassies  are  just  as  precious  a  gift  from  their 
Maker  as  their  brothers,  and  what's  ever 
done  for  them  ?  They're  just  as  neglecktit 
as  the  colley  dogues  :  na,  far  mair,  for  the 
colleys  have  a  fine  training  to  make  then  fit 
for  their  work — whereas  our  young  ladies, 
the  Lord  bless  them — " 

''Well,"  said  the  father  sharply,  ''and  what 
have  you  to  do  with  the  young  ladies  ?  Go 
away  with  you  to  your  kitchen,  and  heat  your 
girdle  and  make  your  scones.  That's  your 
vocation.  The  young  ladles  I  tell  ye  are  no 
concern  of  yours." 

"  Whose  concern  should  they  be  when 
neither  father  nor  mother  take  ony  heed  ? " 
said  Marg'ret.  "  Malster  Douglas,  how  do 
you  think  your  bonnle  lads  would  have  come 
through  If  they  had  been  left  like  that  and 
nobody  caring  ?  There's  Miss  KIrsteen  Is 
just  as  clever  and  just  as  good  as  any  one  o' 
them  ;  but  what  Is  the  poor  thing's  life  worth 
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if  she's  never  to  see  a  thing,  nor  meet  a 
person  out  of  Drumcarro  House  ?  Ye  ken 
yoursel'  there's  little  company  in  Drumcarro 
House — you  sitting  here  and  the  mistress 
maybe  in  her  bed,  and  neither  kin  nor  friend 
to  say  a  pleasant  word.  Lord  bless  us  a' !  I'm 
twice  her  age  and  mair  :  but  I  would  loup 
ower  the  linn  the  first  dark  day,  if  I  was  like 
that  lassie  without  the  sight  of  a  face  or  the 
sound  of  a  voice  of  my  ain  kind." 

"  You're  just  an  auld  fool,"  said  Drumcarro, 
"the  lassie  is  as  well  off  as  any  lassie  needs 
to  be.  Kirsteen — oh  ay,  I  mind  now,  ye  have 
always  made  a  pet  of  Kirsteen.  It's  maybe 
that  that  has  given  her  her  bold  tongue  and 
set  that  spark  in  her  eye." 

"  Na,"  said  Marg'ret,  "  it  was  just  her 
Maker  did  that,  to  make  her  ane  of  the  first 
in  the  land  if  them  she  belongs  to  dinna  shut 
her  up  in  a  lonesome  glen  in  a  dull  hoose. 
But  naebody  shall  say  I'm  speaking  for  Kir- 
steen alone  ;  there's  your  bonny  little  Jeanie 
that  will  just  be  a  beauty.  Where  she  got  it 
1  canna  tell,  ony  mair  than  I  can  tell  where 
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Kirsteen  got  her  grand  spirit  and  yon  light 
in  her  ee.  No  from  her  poor  mother,  that 
was  a  bonny  bit  thing  in  her  day,  but  never 
Hke  that.  Jeanie  will  be  just  the  flower  o' 
the  haill  country-side,  if  ye  can  ca  it  a 
country-side  that's  a'  howkit  out  into  glens 
and  tangled  with  thae  lochs  and  hills.  If  she 
were  in  a  mair  open  country  there's  no  a 
place  from  Ayr  to  Dumfries  but  would  hear 
of  her  for  her  beauty  in  twa  or  three  years' 
time.  Ye  may  say  beauty's  but  skin  deep, 
and  I'm  saying  nothing  to  the  contrary;  but 
it's  awfu'  pleasant  to  the  sight  of  men  ;  and 
I'll  just  tell  you  this,  Drumcarro — though  it's 
maybe  no  a  thing  that's  fit  for  me  to  say — 
there's  no  a  great  man  in  a'  the  land  that  bairn 
mightna  marry  if  she  had  justice  done  her. 
And  maybe  that  will  move  ye,  if  naething 
else  will." 

A  gleam  had  come  into  Drumcarro's  eyes 
as  she  spoke,  but  he  answered  only  by  a  loud 
and  harsh  laugh,  leaning  back  in  his  chair 
and  opening  wide  a  great  cavern  of  a  mouth. 
''The  deil's  in  the  woman  for  marrying  and 
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giving  in  marriage ! "  he  said.  "  A  bit  lassie  in 
a  peenny  ?  It's  a  pity  the  Duke  marriet,  Mar- 
g'ret,  but  it  cannot  be  mended.  If  she's  to 
get  a  prince  he'll  come  this  way  when  she's  old 
enough.     We'll  just  wait  till  that  time  comes.'' 

*'  The  time  has  come  for  the  rest,  if  no  for 
her,"  said  Marg'ret,  unexpectedly  encouraged 
by  this  tone.  *'  And  eh  ?  if  ye  would  but  think, 
they're  young  things,  and  youth  comes  but 
ance  in  a  lifetime,  and  ye  can  never  win  it 
back  when  it's  past.  The  laddies,  bless  them, 
are  all  away  to  get  their  share  ;  the  lassies  will 
never  get  as  much,  but  just  a  bit  triflin' 
matter — a  white  gown  to  go  to  a  pairty,  or 
a  sight  of  Glasgow,  or — " 

"  The  woman's  daft ! "  said  the  laird. 
"  Glasgow  !  what  will  they  do  there  ?  a  white 
gown  !  a  fiddlestick — what  do  they  want  that 
they  haven't  got — plenty  of  good  meat,  and  a 
good  roof  over  their  heads,  and  nothing  to  do 
for't  but  sew  their  seams  and  knit  their  stock- 
ings and  keep  a  pleasant  tongue  in  their  heads. 
If  ye  stir  up  nonsense  among  them,  I'll  just 
turn  ye  bag  and  baggage  out  of  my  house." 
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*'  I  would  advise  ye  to  do  that,  sir,"  said 
MargVet  calmly.  "  I'll  no  need  a  second 
telling.  And  ye'll  be  sorry  but  ance  for  what 
ye  have  done,  and  that'll  be  a'  your  life." 

"  Ye  saucy  jade  !  "  said  the  laird  :  but 
though  he  glared  at  her  with  fiery  eyes,  he 
added  no  more  on  this  subject.  ''  The 
lassies  !  "  he  said,  a  "  pingling  set  aye  wanting 
something !  To  spend  your  money  on  feeding 
them  and  clothing  them,  that's  not  enough  it 
would  appear  !  Ye  must  think  of  their  finery, 
their  parties  and  their  pleasures.  Tell  Kir- 
steen  she  must  get  a  man  to  do  that  for  her. 
She'll  have  no  nonsense  from  me." 

*'And  where  is  she  to  get  a  man?  And 
when  she  has  gotten  a  man — the  only  kind 
that  will  come  her  gait — " 

Mr.  Douglas  rose  up  from  his  chair,  and 
shook  his  clenched  fist.  Rage  made  him 
dumb.  He  stammered  out  an  oath  or  two, 
Incapable  of  giving  vent  to  the  torrent  of 
wrath  that  came  to  his  lips.  But  Marg'ret  did 
not  wait  till  his  utterances  became  clear. 


CHAPTER   VII. 

This  was  one  of  the  days  when  Mrs. 
Douglas  thought  she  felt  a  little  better,  and 
certainly  knew  it  was  very  dull  in  her  bed- 
room, where  it  was  not  possible  to  keep  even 
Kirsteen  stationary  all  day,  so  she  had  ven- 
tured to  come  down  stairs  after  the  heavy 
midday  dinner  which  filled  the  house  with 
odours.  A  little  broth,  served  with  what  was 
considered  great  delicacy  in  Drumcarro  in  a 
china  dish  on  a  white  napkin,  had  sufficed 
for  her  small  appetite  ;  and  when  everything 
was  still  in  the  house,  in  partial  somnolence 
after  the  meal,  she  had  been  brought  to  the 
parlour  with  all  her  shawls  and  cushions,  and 
established  by  the  fire.  The  news  of  the 
great  ball  at  the   Castle  which  had  moved 
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Marg'ret  to  the  desperate  step  she  had  just 
taken  had  its  effect  in  the  parlour  too.  Kir- 
steen  who  had  said  at  first  proudly,  '*  What 
am  I  heeding  ?  "  had,  notwithstanding  every- 
thing, begun  to  wake  up  a  little  to  the  more 
usual  sensations  of  a  girl  of  twenty  when  any 
great  event  of  this  description  is  about  to 
take  place.  It  would  be  bonny  to  see — it 
would  be  fine  just  for  once  to  be  in  grand 
company  like  the  old  Douglases  her  forbears, 
and  to  see  how  the  lords  and  ladies  behaved 
themselves,  if  they  were  really  so  different 
from  common  folk.  And  then  Kirsteen  be- 
gan to  think  of  the  music  and  the  sound  of 
the  dancers'  feet  upon  the  floor,  in  spite  of 
herself — and  the  imaginary  strains  went  to  her 
head.  She  was  caught  in  the  measure  of  her 
dreams,  swaying  a  little  involuntarily  to  keep 
time,  and  interjecting  a  real  step,  a  dozen 
nimble  twinklings  of  her  feet  in  their  strong 
country  shoes  as  she  went  across  the  room  to 
fetch  a  new  clew  for  her  mother's  knitting. 

"What's   that  you're  doing    Kirsteen,   to 
shake  the  whole  place  ?  "  said  Mrs.  Douglas. 
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Ill 


''  Oh,  it's  just  nothing,  mother." 

"  She's  practising  her  steps,"  said  Mary, 
*'  for  the  grand  ball." 

"  Dear  me,  dear  me,"  Mrs.  Douglas  saldi 
"  How  well  I  know  by  myself!  Many's  the 
time  I've  danced  about  the  house  so  that 
nothing  would  keep  me  still — but  ye  see  what 
it  all  comes  to.  It's  just  vanity  and  maybe 
worse  than  vanity — and  fades  away  like  the 
morning  dew." 

"  But,  mother,"  said  KIrsteen,  ''  it  was  not 
your  dancing  nor  the  pleasure  you've 
had  that  made  you  ill  ;  so  we  cannot  say 
that's  what  it  comes  to." 

''  Pleasure  !  "  said  her  mother.  *'  It's  very 
little  pleasure  I  have  had  in  my  life  since  I 
marriet  your  father  and  came  to  this  quiet 
place.  Na,  na,  it's  no  pleasure — I  was  very 
light-hearted  in  my  nature  though  you 
would  not  think  it.  But  that's  a  thing  that 
cannot  last." 

*'  But  you  had  it,  mother,"  said  Mary, 
"even  if  it  was  short.  There  was  that  ball 
you  went  to  when  you  were  sixteen,  and  the 
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spangled  muslin  you  had  on,  and  the  officer 
that  tore  it  with  his  spurs." 

Mrs.  Douglas's  eyes  lit  up  with  a  faint  re- 
flection of  bygone  fire.  *'  Eh,  that  spangled 
muslin,"  she  said,  *'  I'll  never  forget  it,  and 
what  they  all  said  to  me  when  I  came  home. 
It  was  not  like  the  grand  gowns  that  are  the 
fashion  now.  It  was  one  of  the  last  of  the 
old  mode  before  those  awfu'  doings  at  the 
French  Revolution  that  changed  everything. 
My  mother  wore  a  hoop  under  her  gown 
standing  out  round  her  like  a  cart-wheel.  I 
was  not  old  enough  for  that ;  but  there  was 
enough  muslin  in  my  petticoat  to  have  made 
three  of  these  bit  skimpit  things." 

*'  I  just  wish,"  said  Mary  with  a  sigh,  *'  that 
we  had  it  now." 

*'  It  would  be  clean  out  of  the  fashion  if  ye 
had  It ;  and  what  would  ye  do  with  a  spangled 
muslin  here  ?  Ye  must  have  parties  to  go 
to,  before  ye  have  any  need  for  fine  cla'es." 

Mary  breathed  again  that  profound  sigh. 
"  There's  the  ball  at  the  Castle,"  she  said. 

''  Lord  keep  us  !  "  cried  her  mother.  ''  Your 
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faither  would  take  our  heads  ott  our  shoulders 
if  ye  breathed  a  word  of  that." 

''  But  they  say  the  whole  country's  going," 
said  Kirsteen  ;  '*  it's  like  as  if  we  were  just 
nobody  to  be  always  held  back." 

"  Your  father  thinks  of  nothing  but  the 
boys,"  said  Mrs.  Douglas,  with  a  feeble  wail  ; 
**  it's  aye  for  them  he's  planning.  Ye'll  bring 
nothing  in,  he  says,  and  he'll  have  you  take 
little  out." 

There  was  a  pause  after  this — indignation 
was  strong  in  Kirsteen's  heart,  but  there  was 
also  a  natural  piety  which  arrested  her  speech. 
The  injustice,  the  humiliation  and  hard  bond- 
age of  the  iron  rule  under  w^hich  she  had  been 
brought  up,  but  which  she  had  only  now 
begun  to  look  upon  as  anything  more  than 
the  rule  of  nature,  was  what  was  uppermost 
in  her  thoughts.  Mary's  mind  was  not  specu- 
lative. She  did  not  consider  humiliation  or 
injustice.  The  practical  affected  her  more, 
which  no  doubt  was  in  every  way  a  more 
potent  argument.  "  I  just  wonder,"  she  said, 
'*  that  he  has  not  more  sense — for  if  we  were 

VOL.    I.  I 
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away  altogether  we  would  take  nothing  out 
— and  that  cannot  be  if  nobody  knows  that 
we  are  here." 

''  Your  father's  a  strange  man,"  said  Mrs. 
Douglas.  "You  are  old  enough  to  see  that 
for  yourselves.  When  there  are  men  coming 
about  a  house,  there's  more  expense.  Many's 
the  dinner  he  got  off  my  father's  table  before 
he  married  me — and  to  have  your  lads  about 
the  house  would  never  please  him.  Many  is 
the  thought  I  take  about  it  when  ye  think  I 
have  nothing  in  my  head  but  my  own  trouble. 
He  would  never  put  up  with  your  lads  about 
the  house." 

*'  Mother  ! "  cried  Kirsteen,  with  indigna- 
tion, "  w^e  are  not  servant  lasses  with  men 
coming  courting.  Who  would  dare  to  speak 
like  that  of  us  ? " 

Mary  laughed  a  little  over  her  work.  She 
was  darning  the  stockings  of  the  household, 
with  a  large  basket  before  her,  and  her  hand 
and  arm  buried  in  a  large  leg  of  grey-blue 
worsted.  She  did  not  blush  as  Kirsteen  did, 
but  with  a  little  simper  accepted  her  mother's 
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suggestion.  "If  we  are  ever  to  get  away 
from  here,  there  will  have  to  be  lads  about 
the  house,"  she  said,  with  practical  wisdom  ; 
*'  if  we're  not  to  do  it  Anne's  way." 

"  Lord  bless  us,  what  are  you  saying  ? 
If  your  father  heard  you,  he  would  turn  us 
all  to  the  door,"  said  Mrs.  Douglas,  in 
dismay.  *'  I've  promised  him  on  my  bended 
knees  I  will  never  name  the  name  of  that — 
poor  thing,  poor  thing,"  the  mother  cried  sud- 
denly, with  a  change  of  voice,  falling  into 
trembling  and  tears. 

''I've  heard  she  was  real  well  off,"  said  Mary, 
"and  a  good  man,  and  two  servant  maids 
keepit  for  her.  And  it's  just  an  old  fashion 
thinking  so  much  of  your  family.  The  old 
Douglases  might  be  tine  folk,  but  what  did 
they  ever  do  for  us  ?  " 

"  Mary!  hold  your  peace,"  cried  Kirsteen, 
flaming  with  scorn  and  wrath.  •'  Would  ye 
deny  your  good  blood,  and  a  grand  race  that 
were  as  good  as  kings  in  their  day  ?  And 
what  have  we  to  stand  upon  if  it's  not  them  ? 
We  would  be  no  more  than  common  folk." 

I  2 
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The  conviction  of  Kirsteen's  indignant 
tones,  the  disdainful  certainty  of  being,  on 
the  natural  elevation  of  that  grand  race, 
something  very  different  from  common  folk, 
over-awed  the  less  convinced  and  less 
visionary  pair.  Mrs.  Douglas  continued  to 
weep,  silently  rocking  herself  to  and  fro,  while 
Mary  made  what  explanations  she  could  to 
her  fiery  assailant. 

"  I  was  meaning  nothing,"  she  said,  "  but 
just  that  they're  all  dead  and  gone,  and  their 
grandeur  with  them.  And  the  fashion's  aye 
changing,  and  folk  that  have  plenty  are  more 
thought  upon  than  them  that  have  nothing, 
whatever  may  be  their  name." 

"  Do  you  think,"  said  Kirsteen,  "  if  we  had 
my  mother's  old  gown  to  cut  down  for  you 
and  me,  or  even  new  gowns  fresh  from  the 
shop — do  you  think  we  would  be  asked  to 
the  Castle  or  any  other  place  if  it  were  not 
for  the  old  Douglases  that  ye  jeer  at  ?  It's 
liot  a  spangled  muslin  but  an  old  name  that 
will  carry  us  there." 

"  There's  something  in  that,"  said  Mary, 
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cowed  a  little.  ''  But,"  she  added  with  a 
sigh,  "as  we're  not  going  it's  no  thanks  to 
them  nor  any  person.  When  the  ladies  and 
gentlemen  are  going  to  the  ball  we'll  be  sitting 
with  our  seams  with  one  candle  between  us. 
And  we  may  just  spend  our  lives  so,  for  any- 
thing I  can  see — and  the  old  Douglases  w^ill 
never  fash  their  heads." 

"  Lord  bless  us  !  there's  your  father  !  "  cried 
Mrs.  Douglas  with  a  start,  hastily  drying  her 
eyes.  Her  ear  was  keener  for  that  alarming 
sound  than  the  girls',  who  were  caught  almost 
in  the  midst  of  their  talk.  The  laird  came 
in,  pushing  open  the  door  with  a  violent  swing 
which  was  like  a  gale  of  wind,  and  the  sus- 
picious silence  that  succeeded  his  entrance, 
his  wife  having  recourse  to  her  knitting  in 
sudden  desperation,  and  the  daughters  bend- 
ing over  their  various  tasks  with  devotion, 
betrayed  in  a  moment  what  they  desired  to 
hide  from  his  jealous  eye. 

**  What  were  ye  colleaguing  and  planning, 
laying  your  heads  together — that  you're  all  so 
still  when  I  come  in  ?  " 
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"  We  were  planning  nothing,  Neil,  just 
nothing,"  said  Mrs.  Douglas  eagerly.  "  I 
was  telling  the  bairns  a  bit  of  an  auld  story 
— just  to  pass  the  time." 

"  They'll  pass  the  time  better  doing  their 
work,"  said  their  father.  He  came  first  to 
the  fireside  round  which  they  were  sitting, 
and  stared  into  the  glowing  peat  with  eyes 
almost  as  red  :  then  he  strode  towards  the 
only  window,  and  stood  there  shutting  out 
the  light  with  his  back  towards  them.  There 
was  not  too  much  light  at  any  time  from  that 
narrow  and  primitive  opening,  and  his  solid 
person  filled  it  up  almost  entirely.  Kirsteen 
laid  down  her  work  upon  her  lap.  It  was  of 
a  finer  kind  than  Mary's,  being  no  less 
than  the  hemming  of  the  frills  of  Drum- 
carro's  shirts,  about  which  he  was  very 
particular.  He  had  certain  aristocratic 
habits,  if  not  much  luxury,  and  the  fine- 
ness of  his  linen  was  one  of  these. 
Kirsteen's  hemming  was  almost  invisible, 
so  small  were  the  stitches  and  the  thread 
so    delicate.     She    was    accomplished    with 
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her  needle  according  to  the  formula  of 
that  day. 

*^  Drumcarro,"  said  his  wife  timidly  after  a 
few  minutes  of  this  eclipse,  "  I  am  not  wanting 
to  disturb  ye — but  Kirsteen  cannot  see  to  do 
her  work — it's  little  matter  for  Mary  and 
me." 

"  What  ails  Kirsteen  that  she  cannot  do 
her  work  ?  "  he  said  roughly,  turning  round 
but  keeping  his  position.  "  Kirsteen  here 
and  Kirsteen  there,  I'm  sick  of  the  name 
of  her.  She's  making  some  cursed  nonsense 
I'll  be  bound  for  her  ain  back." 

''  It's  for  your  breast,  father,"  said  Kirsteen  ; 
'*  but  I'll  stop  if  you  like,  and  put  it  by." 

He  eyed  her  for  a  moment  with  sullen 
opposition,  then  stepped  away  from  the 
window  without  a  word.  He  had  an  uneasy 
sensation  that  when  Kirsteen  was  his  opponent 
the  case  did  not  always  go  his  way.  "A 
great  deal  ye  care,  any  of  ye,  for  me  and  my 
wishes,"  he  said.  "  Who  was  it  sent  that 
deevil  of  a  woman  to  my  own  business-room, 
where,  if  any  place,  a  man  may  expect  to  be 
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left  in  peace  ?  No  to  disturb  me  !  Ye  would 
disturb  me  if  I  was  on  my  deathbed  for  any 
confounded  nonsense  of  your  ain." 

"  I  am  sure,  Drumcarro,"  his  wife  replied, 
beginning  to  cry. 

''  Sure — you're  sure  of  nothing  but  what 
she  tells  ye.  If  it  were  not  for  one  thing 
more  than  another  I  would  turn  her  out  of 
my  house." 

''  Dinna  do  that — oh,  dinna  do  that,  if 
it's  Marg'ret  you're  meaning,"  cried  Mrs. 
Douglas,  clasping  her  hands.  "She's  just 
a  stand-by  for  everything  about  the  place, 
and  the  best  cook  that  ever  was — and  thinks 
of  your  interest,  Drumcarro,  though  maybe 
ye  will  not  believe  it,  far  above  her  own. 
And  if  you  take  away  Marg'ret  I'll  just  lie 
down  and  die — for  there  will  be  no  comfort 
more." 

"  You're  very  keen  to  die — in  words  ;  but 
I  never  see  any  signs  in  you  of  keeping  to  it," 
he  said  ;  then  drawing  forward  a  chair  to  the 
fire,  pushing  against  Kirsteen,  who  drew 
back  hurriedly,  he  threw  himself  down  in  it, 
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in  the  midst  of  the  women  who  moved  their 
seats  hastily  on  either  side  to  give  him  room. 
"  What's  this,"  he  said,  '■  about  some  nonsense 
down  at  the  Castle  that  is  turning  all  your 
silly  heads  ?  and  what  does  it  mean  ?  " 

Mrs.  Douglas  was  too  frightened  to  speak, 
and  as  for  Kirsteen  she  was  very  little  disposed 
to  take  advantage  of  the  milder  frame  of  mind 
in  which  her  father  seemed  to  be  to  wheedle 
or  persuade  him  into  a  consent. 

It  was  Mary  who  profited  by  the  unusual 
opportunity.  "  It's  just  the  ball,  father, 
— that  the  Duke  gives  when  he  comes 
home." 

''  The  Duke,"  said  he.  "  The  Duke  is  as 
auld  a  man  as  I  am,  and  balls  or  any  other 
foolishness,  honest  man,  I  reckon  they're  but 
little  in  his  w^ay." 

"He  does  not  do  it  for  himself,  father — 
there's  the  young  lords  and  ladies  that  like  a 
little  diversion.  And  all  the  folk  besides  from 
far  and  near — that  are  good  enough,"  Mary 
said  adroitly.  "  There  are  some  that  say  he's 
too  particular  and  keeps  many  out." 
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"  Nobody  can  be  too  particular,  if  he's  a 
duke  or  if  he's  a  commoner,"  said  Mr.  Douglas. 
"  A  good  pedigree  is  just  your  only  safe- 
guard— and  not  always  that,"  he  added  after  a 
moment,  looking  at  her  steadily.  ''  You'll  be 
one  that  likes  a  little  diversion  too  ? " 

''  And  that  I  am,  father,"  said  Mary,  sud- 
denly grown  into  the  boldest  of  the  party, 
exhilarated  and  stimulated,  she  could  scarcely 
tell  how,  by  a  sentiment  of  success  that  seemed 
to  have  got  into  the  air.  Mrs.  Douglas 
here  interposed,  anxious  apparently  lest  her 
daughter  should  go  too  far. 

"  No  beyond  measure,  Drumcarro — ^just  in 
reason,  as  once  I  liked  it  well  myself." 

"  You,"  said  Drumcarro  hastily,  "  ye  were 
never  an  example.  Let  them  speak  for  them- 
selves. I've  heard  all  the  story  from  begin- 
ning to  end.  They're  weary  of  their  life  here, 
and  they  think  if  they  went  to  this  folly,  they 
might  maybe  each  get  a  man  to  deliver 
them." 

''  Father !  "  cried  Kirsteen  springing  to  her 
feet,  with  blazing  eyes.      To   her  who  knew 
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better,  who  had  not  only  the  pride  of  her 
young  womanhood  to  make  that  suggestion 
terrible,  but  the  secret  in  her  heart  which 
made  it  blasphemy — there  was  something 
intolerable  in  the  words  and  laugh  and  jibe, 
which  roused  her  mother  to  a  wondering  and 
tremulous  confidence,  and  made  Mary's  heart 
bound  with  anticipated  delight.  But  no  notice 
was  taken  of  Kirsteen's  outcry.  The  laird's 
harsh  laugh  drew  forth  a  tremulous  accom- 
paniment, which  was  half  nervous  astonish- 
ment and  half  a  desire  to  please  him,  from 
his  more  subservient  womankind. 

"  Well,  Drumcarro,"  said  his  wife  timidly, 
"  it  would  just  be  the  course  of  nature  ;  and 
I'm  sure  if  it  was  men  that  would  make  them 
happy,  it's  no  me  that  would  ever  say  them 
nay. 

"You!"  said  her  husband  again.  ''Ye 
would  not  say  nay  to  a  goose  if  ye  saw  him 
waddlin'  ben.  It's  not  to  your  judgment 
I'm  meaning  to  trust.  What's  Kirsteen  after 
there,  with  her  red  head  and  her  e'en  on  fire  ? 
Sit  down  on  your  chair  and  keep  silent  if  ye 
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have  nothing  pleasant  to  say.  I'm  not  a  man 
for  welrdless  nonsense  and  promiscuous  danc- 
ing and  good  money  thrown  away  on  idle 
feasts  and  useless  claes.  But  if  there's  a 
serious  meaning  at  the  bottom  of  it,  that's 
just  another  matter.  Eelen,  I  suppose,  that's 
in  all  the  folly  of  the  place,  and  well  known  to 
the  Duke  and  his  family,  as  she  has  a  good 
right  to  be  from  her  name,  will  understand 
all  about  it,  and  how  to  put  them  forth  and 
set  them  out  to  the  best  advantage.  It  must 
be  well  done,  if  it's  done  at  all." 

"  There's  a  great  many  things  that  they 
will  want,  Drumcarro  ;  none  of  mine  are  fit 
to  wear,  and  the  fashion's  all  changed  since 
my  time.     They  will  want " 

*'  Oh,  mother,  not  half  what  you  think  ; 
I've  my  cairngorms  that  Aunt  Mary  left  me. 
And  Kirsteen,  she  has  a  very  white  skin 
that  needs  nothing.  It's  just  a  piece  of 
muslin  for  our  gowns " 

^'Eh,  me,"  said  Mrs.  Douglas,  ''when  I 
mind  all  my  bonny  dyes,  and  my  pearlins 
and  ribbons,  and  high-heeled  shoes,  and  my 


VII.  KIRSTEEN.  12 


fan  as  long  as  your  arm  ;  and  washes  for  my 
skin  and  cushions  for  my  hair  !  "  She  sat  up 
in  her  chair  forgetting  her  weakness,  a  colour 
rising  in  her  pale  cheeks,  her  spirit  rising 
to  the  unaccustomed  delightful  anticipation 
which  was  half  regret  and  recollection,  so 
that  for  once  in  her  life  she  forgot  her  hus- 
band and  escaped  from  his  power.  "  Ah  !  "  she 
exclaimed  again  with  a  little  outcry  of  pain, 
"if  I  had  but  thought  upon  the  time  I  might 
have  lasses  of  my  ain  and  keepit  them  for 
my  bairns " 

''  Ye  may  make  yourself  easy  on  that 
point,"  said  Drumcarro,  pushing  back  the 
chair  he  had  taken,  "  for  ye  never  had  a 
thing  but  was  rubbish,  nothing  fit  for  a 
daughter  of  mine." 

"  It's  not  the  case,  it's  not  the  case,"  said 
the  poor  lady,  touched  In  the  tenderest  point. 
"  I  had  my  mother's  garnets,  as  bonny  a  set 
as  ever  was  seen,  and  I  had  a  brooch  with  a 
real  diamant  inside  It,  and  a  pearl  pin — and 
— oh,  I'm  no  meaning  to  say  a  word  to 
blame  your  father,  but  what  do  men  ken  of 
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such  things?  And  it's  not  the  case!  It's 
not  the  case  !  Ye're  not  to  beHeve  him," 
she  said,  with  a  feverish  flush  upon  her 
cheeks. 

'*  Bits  of  red  glass  and  bits  of  white,  and 
a  small  paste  head  on  the  end  of  a  brass 
preen,"  said  Drumcarro,  with  a  mocking 
laugh. 

"  Father,  let  her  be,"  cried  Kirsteen.  ''  I'll 
not  have  her  crossed,  my  bonny  minnie, 
not  for  all  the  balls  that  ever  were." 

"  You'll  not  have  her  crossed  !  You're  a 
bonny  one  to  lift  your  face  to  your  father. 
If  you  say  another  word  ye  shall  not  go." 

"  I  care  not  if  I  should  never  go — I  will 
not  have  my  mother  vexed,  not  for  the  Duke 
nor  the  Castle  nor  a'  Scotland,"  cried  Kir- 
steen, with  fire  gleaming  in  her  hazel  eyes. 

"  Oh,  ye  fool,  ye  fool  !  and  him  for  once 
in  a  good  key,"  cried  Mary,  in  her  sister's 
ear. 


CHAPTER   VIII. 

Mrs.  Douglas  was  the  first  to  echo  this 
prudent    advice  when    after    she   had    wept 
away    the  sting  of  that  atrocious  accusation 
and   minutely   described   her  ''bonny   dyes" 
(her  pretty  things)  to  her  children  who,  in- 
deed, had  heard  all   about   them   often,  and 
knew  the  pearl  pin  and  the  garnets  by  heart, 
and  had  been  comforted  with  a  cup  of  tea, 
she    came    to    herself.      And    by  that   time 
Kirsteen's   indignation   too   had   cooled,   and 
thoughts  of  the  heaven  of  the  Castle,  with 
fine  ladies  and  grand  gentlemen  pacing  forth 
as  in  the  ballads,  and  music  playing  and  the 
sound  of  the  dancers'  feet,  began  to  buzz  in 
her  young  head  and  fill  it  with  longings.      If 
he  had  been  at  home  he  would  have  been 
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there.  It  would  never  now  be  what  it  might 
have  been  had  it  happened  before.  But 
even  with  that  great  blank  of  absence  Kir- 
steen  was  but  twenty,  and  her  heart  did  not 
refuse  to  throb  a  little  at  this  unthought  of, 
unhoped  for  prospect.  Just  to  see  it,  and 
how  great  persons  behaved,  and  what  like 
the  world  was,  when  you  were  in  it,  that 
world  which  represents  itself  in  so  many 
different  ways  to  the  youthful  imagination. 
Kirsteen  felt  that  at  the  Castle  she  would 
see  it  in  all  its  glory,  nothing  better  in  the 
King's  own  court — for  was  it  not  under  the 
shadow  of  the  Duke,  and  what  could  fancy 
desire  more  ?  She  would  need  no  further 
enlightenment  or  experience  of  the  aspect  of 
society,  and  what  it  was  and  how  it  looked, 
than  she  could  get  there.  This  was  the 
Highland  girl's  devout  belief;  Vedi  Napoli 
e  pot  7no7dre ;  earth  could  not  have  anything 
to  show  more  fair. 

Margret  would  have  been  more  than  a 
woman  had  she  not  been  all-glorious  over 
this   event.     ''  I  just  daured   him  to  do  it," 
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she  said,  ''  to  let  the  occasion  pass  by  and 
nane  of  his  daughters  seen,  and  a  their 
chances  lost." 

''  Did  ye  speak  of  chances  for  me  ? "  cried 
Kirsteen  in  youthful  fury.  "Me  that  would 
not  look  at  one  of  them,  if  it  was  the 
prince  out  of  the  story  book.  Me  that — !" 
She  turned  away  to  dash  a  hot  tear  from  her 
dazzling  wet  eyes — '*  me  that  am  w^aiting  for 
him ! "  Kirsteen  said  in  her  heart. 

Her  faithful  champion  looked  at  her  with 
anxious  eyes.  "If  she  would  but  say  that's 
what  she's  meaning,"  was  Marg'ret's  com- 
mentary. ''  Eh,  I  wonder  if  that's  what 
she's  meaning  ?  but  when  neither  the  ane 
nor  the  ither  says  a  word,  how  Is  a  person  to 
ken?"  It  slightly  overclouded  her  triumph 
to  think  that  perhaps  for  her  favourite  the 
chances  were  all  forestalled,  and  even  that 
trouble  might  come  out  of  It  If  somebody 
should  throw  the  handkerchief  at  Kirsteen 
whom  her  father  approved.  The  cold  chill 
of  such  an  alarm  not  seldom  comes  across 
the  designer  of  future  events  when  all  has 
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been  carefully  arranged  to  quicken  the  action 
of  Providence.  But  Marg'ret  put  that  dis- 
couraging alarm  hastily  out  of  her  mind. 
Right  or  wrong  It  was  always  a  good  thing 
that  her  nurslings  should  see  the  world. 

When  the  roll  of  white  muslin  arrived  that 
was  to  make  the  famous  gowns,  and  when 
Miss  Macnab  (who  was  not  without  claims 
In  some  far-away  manner  to  be  connected 
with  a  family  In  as  near  as  the  tenth  remove 
from  the  Laird  of  Macnab's  own  sovereign 
race)  came  over  with  her  little  valise,  and 
her  7iecessaire  full  of  pins  and  needles,  and 
was  put  Into  the  best  room,  and  became  for 
the  time  the  centre  of  Interest  In  the  house- 
hold— Marg'ret  could  scarcely  contain  herself 
for  pleasure.  ''A'  the  hoose"  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  boys,  who  at  this  stage  of  their 
development  counted  for  little,  snatched 
every  available  moment  to  look  in  upon  Miss 
Macnab — who  sat  in  state,  with  a  large  table 
covered  with  cuttings,  and  two  handmaids 
at  least  always  docile  beside  her,  running  up 
gores  or  laying  hems.     It  might  be  thought, 
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Indeed,  that  the  fashion  of  that  time  required 
no  great  amount  of  labour  in  the  construction 
of  two  white  dresses  for  a  pair  of  girls.  But 
Miss  Macnab  was  of  a  different  opinion.  She 
did  not  know,  indeed,  the  amount  of  draping 
and  arranging,  the  skill  of  the  artist  in  the 
fine  hanging  of  folded  stuffs,  or  even  the  mul- 
titudinous flouncings  of  an  intermediate  age 
into  which  the  art  of  dress  was  to  progress. 

The  fashions  of  18 14  look  like  simplicity 
itself;  the  long,  straight,  narrow  skirt,  the 
short  waist,  the  infantile  sleeves,  would  seem 
to  demand  little  material  and  less  trouble 
for  their  simple  arrangement.  But  no  doubt 
this  was  more  in  appearance  than  in  reality, 
and  the  mind  of  the  artist  is  always  the  same 
whatever  his  materials  may  be. 

Miss  Macnab  kept  the  young  ladies  under 
hand  for  hours  fitting  every  line — not  folds, 
for  folds  there  were  none — so  that  the  skirt 
might  cling  sufficiently  without  affording  too 
distinct  a  revelation  of  the  limbs  beneath,  an 
art  perhaps  as  difficult  as  any  of  the  more 
modern  contrivances. 

K    2 
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Mary  stood  like  a  statue  under  the  dress- 
maker's hands.  She  was  never  weary  ;  so 
long  as  there  was  a  pleat  or  seam  that 
needed  correction,  a  pinch  too  little  here, 
a  fulness  too  much  there,  she  was  always 
ready.  The  white  gown  was  moulded  upon 
her  with  something  like  a  sculptor's  art. 
Miss  Macnab,  with  her  mouth  full  of  pins, 
and  her  fingers  seamed  with  work,  pinned 
and  pulled,  and  stretched  out  and  drew  in, 
with  endless  perseverance.  She  was  an 
artist  in  her  way.  It  was  terrible  to  her,  as 
a  mistake  on  the  field  of  battle  to  a  general, 
to  send  forth  into  the  world  a  gown  that  did 
not  fit,  a  pucker  or  a  twist  in  any  garment 
she  made.  There  are  no  Miss  Macnabs 
nowadays,  domestic  professors  of  the  most 
primitive  yet  everlasting  of  arts.  The 
trouble  she  took  over  her  composition  would 
tire  out  a  whole  generation  of  needlewomen, 
and  few  girls  even  for  a  first  ball  would  stand 
like  Mary  to  be  manipulated.  And  there  is 
no  such  muslin  now  as  the  fine  and  fairy 
web,  like  the  most  delicate  lawn,  which  was 
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the  material  of  those  wonderful  gowns,  and 
little  workmanship  so  delicate  as  that  which 
put  together  the  long  seams,  and  made  invisible 
hems  round  the  scanty  but  elaborate  robe.  . 
Kirsteen,  who  was  not  so  patient  as  her 
sister,  looked  on  with  a  mixture  of  contempt 
and  admiration.  It  did  not,  to  her  young 
mind  and  thoughts  occupied  with  a  hundred 
varying  interests,  seem  possible  at  first  to 
give  up  all  that  time  to  the  perfection  even 
of  a  ball-dress.  But  presently  the  old  seam- 
stress with  her  devotion  to  her  art  began  to 
impress  the  open-minded  girl.  It  was  not  a 
very  rich  living  which  Miss  Macnab  derived 
from  all  this  labour  and  care.  To  see  her 
kneeling  upon  her  rheumatic  knees,  directing 
the  easy  fall  of  the  soft  muslin  line  to  the 
foot  which  ought  to  peep  from  underneath 
without  deranging  the  exactness  of  the  deli- 
cate hem,  was  a  wonder  to  behold.  A 
rivulet  of  pins  ran  down  the  seam,  and  Miss 
Macnab's  face  was  grave  and  careful  as  if 
the  destinies  of  a  kingdom  were  upon  that 
muslin  line. 
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''  What  trouble  you  are  taking ! "  cried 
Kirsteen.  "  And  it's  not  as  if  it  were  silk  or 
velvet  but  just  a  muslin    gown." 

Miss  Macnab  looked  up  from  where  she 
knelt  by  Mary's  knee.  She  had  to  take  the 
pins  out  of  her  mouth  before  she  could  speak, 
which  was  inconvenient,  for  no  pincushion  is 
ever  so  handy.  '' Missie,"  she  said,  ''my 
dear,  ye  just  show  your  ignorance  :  for  there's 
nothing  so  hard  to  take  a  good  set  as  a  fine 
muslin ;  and  the  maist  difficult  is  aye  the 
maist  particular,  as  ye  would  soon  learn  if 
ye  gave  yoursel'  to  any  airt." 

Kirsteen,  who  knew  very  little  of  any  art, 
but  thought  it  meant  painting  pictures,  here 
gave  vent,  to  her  own  shame  afterwards,  to  a 
little  laugh,  and  said  hastily,  "  I  would  just 
set  it  straight  and  sew  it  up  again  if  it  was 
me. 

"  I  have  no  objection  that  ye  should  try," 
said  Miss  Macnab,  rising  from  her  knees, 
"  it's  aye  the  best  lesson.  When  I  was  in 
a  lairger  way  of  business,  with  young  ones 
working  under  me,  I  aye  let  them  try  their 
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ain  way  ;  and  maistly  I  found  they  were  well 
content  after  to  turn  to  mine — that  is  if  they 
were  worth  the  learning,"  she  added  com- 
posedly ;  "  there  are  many  that  are  just  a 
waste  of  time  and  pains." 

''  And  these  are  the  ones  that  take  their 
own  way  ?  But  if  I  were  to  take  mine  I 
would  never  yield,  I  would  make  it  answer," 
said  Kirsteen.  She  added  with  a  blush,  ''  I 
just  cannot  think  enough  of  all  your  trouble 
and  the  pains  ye  take." 

Miss  Macnab  gave  the  blushing  girl  a 
friendly  look.  She  had  again  her  mouth 
full,  so  that  speech  was  impossible,  but  she 
nodded  kindly  and  with  dignity  in  return  for 
this  little  burst  of  approval  which  she  knew 
to  be  her  due  ;  and  it  was  with  all  the  con- 
fidence of  conscious  merit  and  a  benign  con- 
descension that  she  expounded  her  methods 
afterwards.  "  If  ye  dinna  get  the  skirt  to 
fall  straight  from  the  waist,  ye  will  never 
mend  it  at  the  foot,"  she  said.  "  I  can  see 
you're  ane  that  can  comprehend  a  principle, 
my  bonnie    missie.     Take  a'  the  trouble  ye 


136  KIRSTEEN.  chap. 

can  at  the  beginning,  and  the  end  will  come 
right  of  itsel'.  A  careless  start  means  a 
double  vexation  in  the  finish.  And  that  ye'll 
find  to  apply,"  said  this  mild  philosopher,  *'to 
life  itsel'  as  well  as  to  the  dressmaking,  which 
is  just  like  a'  the  airts  I  ever  heard  tell  of, 
a  kind  of  epitome  of  life." 

Kirsteen  could  not  but  break  out  into  a 
laugh  again,  notwithstanding  her  compunc- 
tion, at  the  dressmaker's  high  yet  mild  pre- 
tension ;  but  she  listened  with  great  interest 
while  Mary  stood  and  gave  all  her  thoughts 
to  the  serious  subject  of  the  skirt  and  how 
it  would  hang.  "  I  just  pay  no  attention  to 
what  she's  saying,  but  I  would  like  my  gown 
to  hang  as  w^ell  as  any  there,  and  you  must 
take  trouble  for  that,"  was  Mary's  report 
afterwards  when  the  gown  was  found  to  be 
perfect.  And  what  with  these  differing 
motives  and  experiences  the  workroom  was 
the  opening  of  new  interests  in  Drumcarro, 
as  important  as  even  the  ball  at  the  Castle. 
The  excitement  and  continued  interest  made 
the  greatest  improvement  in  Mrs.  Douglas's 
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health,  who  came  and  sat  in  Miss  jNIacnab's 
room  and  eave  a  hundred  directions  which 
the  dressmaker  received  blandly  but  paid  no 
attention  to.  Marg'ret  herself  was  stirred 
by  the  presence  of  the  artist.  She  not  only 
excelled  herself  in  the  scones  she  made  for 
Miss  Macnab's  tea,  but  she  would  come  in 
the  afternoon  when  she  was  not   "throng" 

and  stand  with  her  hands  uoon  each  side  of 

1. 

her  ample  waist  and  admire-  the  work  and  add 
no  insignificant  part  to  the  conversation,  dis- 
coursing of  her  own  sister,  Miss  Jean  Brown, 
that  was  in  a  very  large  way  of  business  In 
London,  having  gone  there  as  a  lady's  maid 
twenty  years  before.  The  well-born  Miss 
Macnab  allowed  with  a  condescending  wave 
of  her  hand  that  many  began  in  that  way. 
''  But  my  opinion  is  that  it  wants  good  blood 
in  your  veins  and  a  leddy's  breeding  before 
you'll  ever  make  a  gown  that  will  set  off  a 
leddy,"  she  said  to  the  little  circle,  but  only, 
not  to  hurt  her  feelings,  after  Marg'ret  was 
gone. 

While  these  proceedings  were  occupying 
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all  his  family,  Drumcarro  himself  proceeded 
with  the  practical  energy  which  hitherto  had 
only  been  exercised  on  behalf  of  his  sons  to 
arrange  for  his  daughters'  presentation  to  the 
world.     More  exciting  to  the  county  than  a 
first    drawing-room    of    the    most    splendid 
season  was  the  ball  at  the  Castle  which  was 
by    far   the   finest    thing    that   many  of    the 
Argyllshire   ladies   of  those  days   ever  saw. 
Even   among  those   who  like  the   family  of 
Drumcarro  owned  no  clan  allegiance  to  the 
Duke,  the  only  way  of  approaching  the  beatt 
monde,  the  great  world  which  included  Lon- 
don and  the  court  as  well  as  the  Highlands 
was  by  his  means.      The  Duke  in  his  own 
country  was  scarcely  second  to  the  far  off  and 
unknown   King  whose  throne  was  shrouded 
in  such  clouds  of  dismay  and  trouble,  and  the 
Duchess  was   in  all  but    name  a  far    more 
splendid    reality   than    the    old   and    peevish 
majesty,  without  beauty  or  prestige,  who  sat 
in   sullen    misery    at  Windsor.      To    go    to 
London,  or  even  to  Edinburgh,  to  the  Lord 
High  Commissioner's  receptions  at  Holyrood, 
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was  a  daring  enterprise  that  nobody  dreamed 
of;  but  to  go  to  the  Castle  was  the  seal  of 
good  blood  and  breeding.  When  he  had  got 
this  notion  into  his  head  Drumcarro  was  as 
determined  upon  it  as  the  fondest  father  could 
have  been.  The  girls  were  of  no  conse- 
quence, but  his  daughters  had  their  rights 
with  the  best,  and  he  would  not  have  the 
family  let  down  even  in  their  insignificant 
persons  ;  not  to  speak  of  the  powerful  sug- 
gestion of  relieving  himself  from  further 
responsibility  by  putting  them  each  in  the 
way  of  finding  "  a  man." 

He  made  his  appearance  accordingly  one. 
afternoon  in  the  little  house  inhabited  by 
Miss  Eelen,  to  the  great  surprise  of  that 
lady.  It  was  a  very  small,  gray  house, 
standing  at  a  corner  of  the  village  street, 
with  a  small  garden  round  it,  presenting  a 
curious  blank  and  one-eyed  aspect,  from  the 
fact  that  every  window  that  could  be  spared, 
and  they  were  not  abundant  to  start  with,  had 
been  blocked  up  on  account  of  the  window- 
tax.      Miss  Helen's  parlour  was  dark  in  con- 
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sequence,  though  It  had  originally  been  very 
brieht,  with  a  corner  window  towards  the 
loch  and  the  quay  with  all  its  fishing-boats. 
This,  however,  was  completely  built  up,  and 
the  prospect  thus  confined  to  the  street  and 
the  merchant's  opposite — a  little  huckster's 
shop  in  which  everything  was  sold  from 
needles  to  ploughshares.  Miss  Eelen  was 
fond  of  this  window,  it  was  so  cheerful  ;  and 
it  was  true  that  nobody  could  escape  her  who 
went  to  Robert  Duncan's — the  children  who 
had  more  pennies  to  spend  than  was  good  for 
them,  or  the  servant  girls  who  went  surrepti- 
tiously with  bottles  underneath  their  aprons. 
Miss  Eelen  kept  a  very  sharp  eye  upon  all 
the  movements  of  the  town,  but  even  she 
acknowledged  the  drowsiness  that  comes 
after  dinner,  and  sat  in  her  big  chair  near 
the  fire  with  her  back  turned  to  the  window, 
"her  stocking"  in  her  lap,  and  her  eyes,  as 
she  would  have  described  it,  ''  gathering 
straes,"  when  Mr.  Douglas  paid  her  that 
visit.  Her  cat  sat  on  a  footstool  on  the 
other    side,     majestically    curling    her     tail 


VIII.  KIRSTEEN.  141 

around  her  person,  and  winking  at,  the  fire 
Hke  her  mistress.  The  peats  were  burning 
with  their  fervent  flameless  glow,  and  com- 
fort was  diffused  over  the  scene.  When 
Drumcarro  came  in  Miss  Eelen  started  and 
instinctively  put  up  her  hands  to  her  cap, 
which  in  these  circumstances  had  a  way  of 
getting  awry. 

''  Bless  me,  Drumcarro  !  is  this  you  ?  " 

''  It's  just  me,"  he  said. 

'*  I  hope  they're  all  well  ?  " 

*'  Very  well,  I  am  obliged  to  you.  I  just 
came  in  to  say  a  word  about — the  Castle — " 

*'  What  about  the  Castle  ?  "  with  astonished 
eyes. 

"  I  was  meaning  this  nonsense  that's 
coming  on — the  ball,"  said  Mr.  Douglas, 
with  an  effort.  A  certain  shamefacedness 
appeared  on  his  hard  countenance — some- 
thing like  a  blush,  if  that  were  a  thing 
possible  to  conceive. 

"  The  ball  ?  Bless  us  all !  have  ye  taken 
leave  of  your  senses,  Neil  ?  " 

"Why  should  I  take  leave  of  my  senses  ? 
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I'm  informed  that  the  haill  country — every- 
body that's  worth  calling  gentry  will  be  going. 
You're  hand  and  glove  with  all  the  clanjamfry. 
Is  that  true  ?" 

''  Who  you  may  mean  by  *  clanjamfry'  I  can- 
not say.  If  you  mean  that  his  Grace  and  her 
Grace  are  just  bye  ordinary  pleasant,  and  the 
young  lords  and  ladies  aye  running  out  and 
in — no  for  what  I  have  to  give  them,  as  is 
easy  to  be  seen — " 

*'  I'm  not  surprised,"  said  Drumcarro  ; 
*'  one  of  the  old  Douglas  family  before  the 
attainder  was  as  good  as  any  one  of  their 
new-fangled  dukes." 

"  He's  no'  a  new-fangled  duke,  as  you 
know  well ;  and  as  for  the  Douglas  family,  it 
is  neither  here  nor  there.  Ye  were  saying 
ye  had  received  information  ?  "  Miss  Eelen 
divined  her  kinsman's  errand,  though  it  sur- 
prised her,  but  she  would  not  help  him  out. 

''  Just  that,"  said  Drumcarro  ;  "  I  hear 
there's  none  left  out  that  are  of  a  good  stock. 
Now  I'm  not  a  man  for  entertainment,  or  any 
of  your  nonsense  of  music  and  dancing,  nor 
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ever  was.  I  have  had  too  much  to  do  in  my 
life.  But  I'm  told  it  will  be  a  slight  to  the 
name  if  there's  none  goes  from  Drumcarro. 
Ye  know  what  my  wife  is — a  complaining 
creature  with  no  spirit  to  say  what's  to  be 
done,  or  what's  not — " 

"Spirit!"  cried  IMiss  Helen.  "  Na,  she 
never  had  the  spirit  to  stand  up  to  the  like 
of  you  :  but,  my  word,  you  would  soon  have 
broken   it  if  she   had." 

"I'm  not  here,"  said  Mr.  Douglas,  "to 
get  any  enlightenment  on  her  character  or 
mine.  I've  always  thought  ye  a  sensible 
woman,  Eelen,  even  though  we  do  not  always 
agree.  They  tell  me  it'll  be  like  a  scorn  put 
upon  Drumcarro  if  the  lasses  are  not  at  this 
ploy.  Confound  them  a'  and  their  meddling, 
and  the  fools  that  make  feasts,  and  the 
idiots  that  yammer  and  talk  !  I've  come  to 
you  to  see  what  you  think.  There  shall 
come  no  scorn  on  Drumcarro  while  I'm  to 
the  fore." 

"  Well,  Neil,  if  you  ask  me,"  said  Miss 
Eelen,  ''  I  would  have  taken  the  first  word, 
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and  given  ye  my  opinion  If  I  had  thought  it 
would  be  of  any  use  ;  but  it's  just  heaven's 
truth  ;  and  farewell  to  the  credit  of  Drum- 
carro  when  It's  kent  there  are  two  young 
women,  marriageable  and  at  an  age  to  come 
forward,  and  not  there.  It  Is  just  the  truth. 
It  will  be  said — for  that  matter  it  is  said  al- 
ready— that  ye're  so  poor  or  so  mean  that 
ye  grudge  the  poor  things  a  decent  gown, 
and  keep  them  out  of  every  chance.  I 
would  not  have  said  a  word  If  you  had 
not  asked  me,  but  that's  just  what  folk 
say. 

Drumcarro  got  up  hastily  from  his  chair 
and  paced  about  the  room,  and  he  swore  an 
oath  or  two  below  his  breath  that  relieved  his 
feelings.  There  was  a  great  deal  more  in 
Miss  Helen's  eyes.  The  "auld  slave-driver" 
knew  that  his  name  did  not  stand  high  among 
his  peers,  and  his  imagination  was  keen 
enough  to  supply  the  details  of  the  gossip  of 
which  his  cousin  gave  so  pleasant  a  summary. 
*' Ye  may  tell  them  then,"  he  said,  "with 
many  thanks  to  you  for  your  candid  opinion, 
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that  Drumcarro's  lassies,  when  he  pleases,  can 
just  show  with  the  best,  and  that  I'll  thole  no 
slight  to  my  name,  any  more  than  I  would 
were  I  chief  of  this  whole  country  as  my 
forbears  were.  And  that's  what  ye  can  tell 
your  gossips,  Eelen,  the  next  time  ye 
ask  them  to  a  dish  of  tea — no'  to  say 
you're  a  Douglas  yourself  and  should 
have  more  regard  for  your  own  flesh  and 
blood." 

"  Bless  me  !  "  cried  Miss  Eelen,  ''  the 
man's  just  like  a  tempest,  up  in  a  moment. 
Na,  Drumcarro,  I  always  gave  ye  credit  if 
but  your  pride  was  touched.  And  it's  just 
what  I  would  have  wished,  for  I  was  keen 
for  a  sight  of  the  ploy  mysel'  but  too  old  to 
go  for  my  own  pleasure.  You  will  just  send 
them  and  their  finery  over  to  me  in  the  gig, 
and  I'll  see  to  all  the  rest.  Bless  me,  to 
think  of  the  feeling  that  comes  out  when  ye 
least  expect  it.  I  was  aye  convinced  that  if 
once  your  pride  was  touched.  And  who 
knows  what  may  come  of  it  ?  There's 
plenty  of   grand    visitors    at    the    Castle — 

VOL.    I.  L 
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a     sight    of    them's    as    good    as    a   king's 
court." 

*'  I  hope  a  man  will  come  of  it,  to 
one  or  the  other  of  them,"  Drumcarro 
said. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

Mr.  Douglas  himself  went  to  the  ball  at 
the  Castle.  He  was  of  opinion  that  when  a 
thing  is  to  be  done,  it  is  never  so  well  done 
as  when  you  do  it  in  your  own  person,  and 
like  most  other  people  of  similar  sentiments, 
he  trusted  nobody.  Miss  Eelen,  as  one  of 
the  race,  was  no  doubt  on  the  whole  in  the 
interests  of  the  family,  but  Drumcarro  felt 
that  even  she  was  not  to  be  trusted  with  so 
delicate  a  matter  as  the  securing  of  ''  a  man  " 
for  Mary  or  Kirsteen.  It  was  better  that  he 
should  be  on  the  spot  himself  to  strike  when 
the  iron  was  hot,  and  let  no  opportunity  slip. 
It  is  true  that  his  costume  was  far  from  being 
in  the  latest  fashion  ;  but  to  this  he  was 
supremely  indifferent,  scarcely  taking  it  into 

L    2 
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the  most  cursory  consideration.       If  he  went 
in  sackcloth  he  would  no  less  be  a  Douglas, 
the  representative  of  the  old  line  upon  whose 
pedigree  there  was  neither  shadow  nor  break. 
He  was  very  confident  that  he    could    not 
appear  anywhere  without  an  instant  recogni- 
tion of  his  claims.     Those  of  the  Duke  him- 
self were  in  no  way  superior  :  that  potentate 
was  richer,  he  had  the  luck  to  have  always 
been  on  the  winning  side,  and  had  secured 
titles  and  honours  when  the  Douglases  had 
attainder  and  confiscation — but  Douglas  was 
Douglas  when  the  Duke's  first  forbear  was 
but  a  paidling  lairdie  with  not  a  dozen  men 
to  his  name.    Such  at  least  was  the  conviction 
of  Drumcarro  ;  and  he  marched  to  the  Castle 
in  his  one  pair  of  black  silk  stockings — with 
his  narrow  country  notions  strangely  crossed 
by  the  traditions  of  the  slave-driving  period, 
with  all  his  intense  narrow  personal  ambitions 
and  grudges,   and  not  an   idea  beyond   the 
aggrandisement   of  his   family — in   the    full 
consciousness  of  equality  (if  not  superiority) 
to  the  best  there,  the  statesman  Duke,  the 
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great  landowners  and  personages  who  had 
come  from  far  and  near.  Such  a  conviction 
sometimes  gives  great  nobleness  and  dignity 
to  the  simple  mind,  but  Drumcarro's  pride 
was  not  of  this  elevating  kind.  It  made  him 
shoulder  his  way  to  the  front  with  rising  rage 
against  all  the  insignificant  crowd  that  got 
before  him,  jostle  as  he  might  ;  it  did  not 
give  him  the  consolatory  assurance  that 
where  he  was,  there  must  be  the  most  digni- 
fied place.  It  must  be  allowed,  however,  in 
defence  of  his  attitude,  that  to  feel  yourself 
thrust  aside  into  a  crowd  of  nobodies  when 
you  know  your  place  to  be  with  the  best,  is 
trying.  Some  people  succeed  in  bearing  it 
with  a  smile,  but  the  smile  is  seldom  warm 
or  of  a  genial  character.  And  Drumcarro, 
at  the  bottom  of  the  room,  struggling  to  get 
forward,  seeing  the  fine  company  at  the  other 
end,  and  invariably,  persistently,  he  scarcely 
knew  how,  put  back  among  the  crowd,  was 
not  capable  of  that  superlative  amiability. 
The  surprise  of  it  partially  subdued  him  for  a 
time,   and  Miss   Helen's  exertions,   who  got 
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him  by  the  arm,  and  endeavoured  to  make 
him  hear  reason. 

'*  Drumcarro  !  bless  the  man — can  ye  not 
be  content  where  ye  are  ?  Yon's  just  the 
visitors,  chiefly  from  England  and  foreign 
parts — earls  and  dukes,  and  such  like." 

"  Confound  the  earls  and  the  dukes  !  what's 
their  titles  and  their  visitors  to  me  ?  The 
Douglases  have  held  their  own  and  more  for 
as  many  hundred  years " 

*'  Whisht,  whisht,  for  mercy's  sake  !  Lord, 
ye'll  have  all  the  folk  staring  as  if  we  were  some 
ferly.  Everybody  knows  who  the  Douglases 
were  ;  but  man,  mind  the  way  of  the  world 
that  ye  are  just  as  much  affected  by  as  any 
person.  Riches  and  titles  take  the  crown  of 
the  causeway.  We  have  to  put  up  with  it 
whether  we  like  it  or  no.  You're  fond  of 
money  and  moneyed  folk  yourself " 

''  Haud  your  fuilish  tongue,  ye  know  noth- 
ing about  it,"  said  Drumcarro.  But  then  he 
felt  that  he  had  gone  too  far.  ''  I'm  so  used  to 
my  wife  I  forget  who  I'm  speaking  to.  You'll 
excuse  me,   Eelen  ? " 
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"The  Lord  be  praised  I'm  not  your  wife," 
said  jMiss  Eelen  devoutly.  She  added,  per- 
ceiving a  vacant  chair  a  Httle  higher  up  near 
the  edge  of  the  privileged  line,  "  I  see  my 
harbour,  Drumcarro,  and  there  I'll  go,  but  no 
further  ;  "  and  with  an  able  dive  through  the 
throng  and  long  experience  of  the  best 
methods,  managed  adroitly  to  settle  herself 
there.  She  caught  by  the  elbow  as  she  made 
her  dart  a  gentleman  who  stood  by,  a  man 
with  grey  hair  still  dressed  in  a  black  silk  bag 
in  the  old-fashioned  way  which  was  no  longer 
the  mode.  "  Glendochart,"  she  said,  ''  one 
word.  I'm  wanting  your  help  ;  you  were 
always  on  the  Douglas'  side." 

"  Miss  Eelen  ?  "  he  cried  with  a  litde  sur- 
prise, turning  round.  He  was  a  man  between 
fifty  and  sixty,  with  a  fresh  colour  and  gentle, 
friendly  air,  much  better  dressed  and  set  up 
than  Drumcarro,  but  yet  with  something  of 
the  look  of  a  man  more  accustomed  to  the 
hill-side  and  the  moor  than  to  the  world. 

"  For  gudesake  look  to  my  cousin  Neil,  of 
Drumcarro  ;  he's  just  like  a  mad  bull  raging 
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to  be  in  the  front  of  everything.  Auld  Earl 
Douglas,  our  great  forbear,  was  naething  to 
him  for  pride.  He  will  just  shame  us  all 
before  the  Duke  and  Duchess  and  their  grand 
visitors,  if  some  one  will  not  interfere." 

The  gentleman  thus  appealed  to  turned 
round  quickly  with  a  glance  at  the  two  girls, 
who  with  difficulty,  and  a  little  breathless  and 
blushing  with  excitement,  had  emerged  out 
of  the  crowd  behind  Miss  Eelen,  less  skilled 
in  making  their  way  than  she.  ''  These 
young  ladles,"  he  said,  ''  are  with  you  ?  they'll 
be—" 

''  Just  Drumcarro's  daughters,  and  the  first 
time  they've  ever  been  seen  out  of  their  own 
house.  But  yonder's  their  father  making 
everybody  stand  about.  For  ainy  sake, 
Glendochart." 

"  I'll  do  your  bidding,  Miss  Eelen." 

The  girls  both  thought,  as  his  look  dwelt 
upon  them,  that  he  was  a  most  kind  and 
pleasant  old  gentleman,  and  sighed  with  a 
thought  that  life  would  be  far  easier  and 
everything  more   practicable   if  their   father 


IX.  KIRSTEEN.  153 

was  but  such  another.  But  alas,  that  was 
past  praying  for.  They  had  a  little  more 
space  now  that  they  had  gained  this  compara- 
tive haven  at  the  side  of  Miss  Helen's  chair 
to  take  breath  and  look  about  them,  and  shake 
themselves  free  of  the  crowd. 

The  muslin  gowns  had  been  very  success- 
ful ;  the  skirts  fell  in  a  straight  line  from  the 
waistband  high  under  their  arms  to  their  feet, 
one  with  a  little  edge  of  fine  white  embroidery, 
the  other  with  a  frill  scarcely  to  be  called  a 
flounce  round  the  foot.  The  bodices  were  no 
longer  than  a  baby's  cut  in  a  modest  round 
with  a  little  tucker  of  lace  against  the  warm 
whiteness  of  the  bosom  :  the  sleeves  were 
formed  of  little  puffs  of  muslin  also  like  a 
baby's.  Mary  wore  her  necklace  of  cairn- 
gorms with  much  pride.  Kirsteen  had  nothing 
upon  her  milkwhite  throat  to  ornament  or 
conceal  it.  Nothing  could  have  been  whiter 
than  her  throat,  with  the  soft  warmth  of  life 
just  tinging  its  purity  ;  her  red  hair,  which 
goes  so  well  with  that  warm  whiteness,  was 
done  up  in  what  was  called  a  classic  knot  at 
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the  back  of  her  head,  but  there  were  some 
little  curls  which  would  not  be  gainsaid  about 
her  forehead  and  behind  her  ear.  Her  arms 
were  covered  with  long  silk  gloves  drawn  up 
to  meet  the  short  sleeves.  She  was  In  a  great 
tremor  of  excited  Imagination  and  expected 
pleasure.  She  was  not  thinking  ot  partners 
indeed,  nor  of  performing  at  all  in  her  own 
person.  She  had  come  to  see  the  world — to 
see  the  fine  ladles  and  gentlemen,  to  hear 
some  of  their  beautiful  talk  perhaps,  and 
watch  the  exquisite  way  in  which  they  would 
behave  themselves.  This  was  the  chief  pre- 
occupation of  her  mind.  She  looked  round  her 
as  If  It  had  been  "  the  play."  KIrsteen  knew 
nothing  at  all  of  the  play,  and  had  been  brought 
up  to  believe  that  It  was  a  most  depraved  and 
depraving  entertainment,  but  still  there  had 
never  been  any  doubt  expressed  of  Its  en- 
thralling character.  The  ball  she  had  decided 
from  the  first  day  It  had  been  mentioned, 
would  be  as  good  as  going  to  the  play. 

Miss  Eelen  very   soon   found   an  old  lady 
sitting  near  with  whom  she  could  talk,  but 
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Mary  and  KIrsteen  stood  together  looking 
out  upon  the  faces  and  the  moving  figures 
and  speaking  to  no  one.  They  scarcely  cared 
to  talk  to  each  other,  which  they  could  do, 
they  both  reflected,  very  well  at  home.  They 
stood  pressing  close  to  each  other,  and 
watched  all  the  coming  and  going.  In  the 
position  which  they  had  gained  they  could 
see  all  the  sets,  the  great  people  at  the  head 
of  the  room,  the  humbler  ones  below.  Kir- 
steen  had  an  advantage  over  her  sister.  She 
had  met  Lady  Chatty  several  times  at  Miss 
Helen's  and  had  admired  her,  half  for  herself, 
half  for  her  position,  which  had  a  romantic 
side  very  delightful  to  her  simple  imagination. 
"That's  Lady  Chatty,"  she  whispered  to 
Mary,  proud  of  her  superior  knowledge.  "  I 
don't  think  much  of  her,"  said  Mary,  whisper- 
ing back  again.  This  gave  Kirsteen  a  shock 
in  the  perfect  pleasure  with  which  she  watched 
the  graceful  movements  and  animated  looks 
of  the  future  beauty.  She  had  felt  a  disinter- 
ested delight  in  following  the  other  girl 
through  her  dance,  admiring  how  happy  she 
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looked  and  how  bright ;  but  Mary's  criticism 
had  a  chilling  effect. 

A  long  time  passed  thus,  and  Kirsteen 
began  to  feel  tired  in  spite  of  herself ;  the 
pleasure  of  watching  a  room  full  of  animated 
dancers  very  soon  palls  at  twenty.  Her 
expectation  of  pleasure  gradually  died  away. 
It  was  very  bonny,  but  not  the  delight  she 
had  thought.  Mary  stood  with  a  smile  which 
had  never  varied  since  they  entered  the  room, 
determined  to  look  pleased  whatever  hap- 
pened— but  Kirsteen  was  not  able  to  keep  up 
to  that  level.  U  /^e  had  but  been  here  !  then 
indeed  all  things  would  have  been  different. 
It  gave  her  a  singular  consolation  to  think  of 
this,  to  feel  that  it  was  in  some  sort  a  pledge 
of  her  belonging  to  him  that  she  was  only  a 
spectator  in  the  place  where  he  was  not ;  but 
she  was  too  sensible  not  to  be  aware  that  her 
consolation  was  a  fantastic  one,  and  that  she 
would  in  fact  have  been  pleased  to  dance  and 
enjoy  herself.  She  and  her  sister  were  pushed 
a  little  higher  up  by  the  pressure  of  the  crowd 
which  formed  a  fringe  round  the  room,  and 
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which  consisted  of  a  great  many  young  men 
too  timid  to  break  into  the  central  space  where 
the  tine  people  were  performing,  and  of  tired 
and  impatient  girls  who  could  not  dance  till 
they  were  asked.  Somehow  it  began  to  look 
all  very  foolish  to  Kirsteen,  not  beautiful  as 
she  had  hoped. 

And  then  by  ill  luck  she  overheard  the 
chatter  of  a  little  party  belonging  to  the 
house.  It  was  the  kind  of  chatter  which  no 
doubt  existed  and  was  freely  used  at  the  balls 
given  by  the  Pharaohs  (if  they  gave  balls), 
or  by  Pericles,  or  at  least  by  Charlemagne. 
**  Where  do  all  these  funny  people  come 
from?"  *' Out  of  the  ark,  I  should  think," 
the  young  lords  and  ladies  said.  "  Antedi- 
luvian certainly — look,  here  is  a  pair  of  very 
strange  beasts."  The  pair  in  question  seemed 
to  Kirsteen  a  very  pretty  couple.  The  young 
man  a  little  flushed  and  blushing  at  his  own 
daring,  the  girl,  yes  !  there  could  be  no  doubt, 
Agnes  Drummond,  Ronald's  sister,  of  as 
good  family  as  any  in  the  room.  But  the 
young  ladies  and  gentlemen    from    London 
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laughed  *' consumedly."  '^  Her  gown  must 
have  been  made  in  the  year  one."  '*  And  no 
doubt  that's  the  coat  his  grandfather  was 
married  in."  But  all  their  impertinences 
Avere  brought  to  a  climax  by  Lord  John,  one 
of  the  family,  who  ought  to  have  known 
better.  "  Don't  you  know,"  he  said,  "  it's  my 
mother's  menagerie  ?  We  have  the  natives 
once  a  year  and  make  'em  dance.  Wait  a 
little  till  they  warm  to  it,  and  then  you  shall 
see  what  you  shall  see."  Kirsteen  turned 
and  flashed  a  passionate  glance  at  the  young 
speaker,  which  made  him  step  backwards 
and  blush  all  over  his  foolish  young  face  ;  for 
to  be  sure  he  had  only  been  beguiled  into 
saying  what  the  poor  young  man  thought 
was  clever,  and  did  not  mean  it.  Kirsteen's 
bosom  swelled  with  pride  and  scorn  and  in- 
jured feeling.  And  she  had  thought  every- 
body would  be  kind  !  and  she  had  thought  it 
would  all  be  so  bonny !  And  to  think  of  a 
menagerie  and  the  natives  making  a  show 
for  these  strangers  to  see  ! 

''  Miss  Kirsteen,  there  is  a  new  set  making 
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up,  and  your  sister  would  be  glad  of  you  for 
a  vees-d-vis  if  ye  will  not  refuse  an  old  man 
for  a  partner."  Kirsteen  looked  round  and 
met  the  pleasant  eyes,  still  bright  enough,  of 
Glendochart,  whom  Miss  Eelen  had  bidden 
to  look  after  the  indignant  Drumcarro.  Kir- 
steen looked  every  inch  Drumcarro's  daughter 
as  she  turned  round,  an  angry  flush  on  her 
face,  and  her  eyes  shining  with  angry  tears. 

"■  I  will  not  dance.  I  am  obliged  to  you, 
sir,"  she  said. 

*'  Not  dance,"  said  Mary,  in  an  indignant 
whisper,  *'  when  we're  both  asked !  And 
what  would  ye  have  ?  We  cannot  all  have 
young  men." 

"•  I  will  not  dance — to  make  sport  for  the 
fine  folk,"  said  Kirsteen  in  the  same  tone. 

"You  are  just  like  my  father,"  said  Mary, 
"  spoiling    other    folks'    pleasure.     Will    ye 
come  or  will  ye  not,  and  the  gentleman  wait 
ing — and  me  that  cannot  if  you  will  not." 

"  Come,  my  dear,"  said  old  Glendochart. 
He  patted  her  hand  as  he  drew  It  through  his 
arm.      '*  I   have  known  your  father  and  all 
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your  friends  this  fifty  years,  and  ye  must  not 
refuse  an  old  man." 

Neither  of  the  girls  were  very  much  at 
their  ease  in  the  quadrille,  but  they  watched 
the  first  dancers  with  anxious  attention,  and 
followed  their  example  with  the  correctness 
of  a  lesson  just  received.  Kirsteen,  though 
she  began  very  reluctantly,  was  soothed  in 
spite  of  herself  by  the  music  and  the  measure, 
and  the  satisfaction  of  having  a  share  in  what 
was  going  on.  She  forgot  for  a  moment  the 
gibes  she  had  listened  to  with  such  indigna- 
tion. A  quadrille  is  a  very  humdrum  per- 
formance nowadays  to  those  who  know 
nothing  so  delightful  as  the  wild  monotony 
of  the  round  dance.  But  in  Kirsteen's  time 
the  quadrille  was  still  comparatively  new,  and 
very  '*  genteel."  It  was  an  almost  solemn 
satisfaction  to  have  got  successfully  through 
it,  and  her  old  partner  was  very  kind  and 
took  her  out  to  the  tea-room  afterwards  with 
the  greatest  attention,  pointing  out  to  her 
the  long  vista  of  the  corridor  and  some  of  the 
pictures  on  the  walls,   and  everything  that 
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was  worth  seeing.  They  were  met  as  they 
came  back  by  a  very  fine  gentleman  with  a 
riband  and  a  star,  who  stopped  to  speak  to 
her  companion,  and  at  whom  Kirsteen  looked 
with  awe.  "And  who  may  this  bonny  lass 
be?"  the  great  man  said.  "A  daughter  of 
yours,  Glendochart  }  " 

"  No  daughter  of  mine,"  said  the  old  gen- 
tleman in  a  testv  tone.  "  I  thouQfht  vour 
Grace  was  aware  I  was  the  one  of  your  clan 
that  had  not  married.  The  young  lady  is 
Miss  Kirsteen  Douo^las,  a  dauQ^hter  of  Drum- 
carro." 

"I  beg  your — her  pardon  and  yours;  I 
ought  to  have  known  better,"  said  the  Duke. 
"  But  you  must  remember,  Glendochart, 
when  you  are  in  such  fair  company,  that  it  is 
never  too  late  to  mend." 

"  He  should  indeed  have  known  better," 
said  Glendochart,  when  they  had  passed  on. 
**  These  great  folk.  Miss  Kirsteen,  they 
cannot  even  take  the  trouble  to  mind — which 
kings  do,  they  say,  who  have  more  to  think 
of.     And   yet  one  would   think   my  story  is 
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not  a  thing  to  forget.  Did  you  ever  hear 
how  it  was  that  John  Campbell  of  Glen- 
dochart  was  a  lone  auld  bachelor  ?  It's 
not  a  tale  for  a  ball-room,  but  there's  some- 
thing in  your  pretty  eyes  that  makes  me 
fain  to  tell." 

*'  Oh,  it  is  little  I  care  for  the  ball-room," 
cried  Kirsteen,  remembering  her  grievance, 
which  she  told  with  something  of  the  fire  and 
indignation  of  her  original  feeling.  He 
laughed  softly,  and  shook  his  head. 

"  Never  you  fash  your  head  about  such 
folly.  When  my  Lord  John  goes  to  St. 
James's  the  men  of  fashion  and  their  ladies 
will  say  much  the  same  of  him,  and  you  will 
be  well  avenged." 

"  It's  very  childish  to  think  of  it  at  all," 
said  Kirsteen,  with  a  blush.  "  And  now  will 
you  tell  me  ?  "     She  looked  up  into  his  face 

with    a    sweet  and    serious    attention    which 

bewitched  the  old  gentleman,  who   was   not 

old  at  all. 

"  I   was  away  with   my    regiment  on  the 

continent  of  Europe  and  in  the  Colonies  and 


IX.  KIRSTEEN.  163 

Other  places  for  many  years,  when   I   was  a 
young  man,"  Glendochart  said. 

•'  Yes  ? "  said  Kirsteen,  with  profoundest 
interest — for  was  not  that  the  only  prospect 
before  him  too  ? 

''  But  all  the  time  I  was  confident  there 
was  one  waiting  for  me  at  home." 

"  Oh,  yes,  yes,"  said  Kirsteen,  as  if  it  had 
been  her  own  tale. 

*'  The  news  from  the  army  was  slow  in 
those  days,  and  there  was  many  a  mistake. 
Word  was  sent  home  that  I  was  killed  when 
I  was  but  badly  wounded.  I  had  neither 
father  nor  mother  to  inquire  closely,  and 
everybody  believed  it,  and  she  too.  I  believe 
her  friends  were  glad  on  the  whole,  for  I  was 
a  poor  match  for  her.  Her  heart  was  nearly 
broke,  but  she  was  very  young  and  she  got 
over  it,  and,  whether  with  her  own  will  or 
without  it  I  cannot  tell,  but  when  I  came 
home  at  last  it  was  her  wedding-day." 

"  Oh  !  "  Kirsteen  cried  almost  with  a 
shriek,  ''was  that  the  end  of  her  waiting? 

Me,  I  would  have  waited  and  waited  on " 
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*'  Wait  now  and  ye  will  hear.  The  mar- 
riage was  just  over  when  I  came  to  her 
father's  house  thinking  no  evil.  And  we 
met  ;  and  when  she  saw  me,  and  that  I  was 
a  living  man,  and  remembered  the  ring  that 
was  on  her  finder  and  that  she  was  another 
man's  wife — she  went  into  her  own  maiden 
chamber  that  she  had  never  left  and  shut  to 
the  door.  And  there  she  just  died,  and 
never  spoke  another  word." 

"Oh,  Glendochart !  "  cried  Kirsteen  with 
an  anguish  of  sympathy,  thinking  of  Ronald, 
and  of  the  poor  dead  bride,  and  of  the  sorrow 
which  seemed  to  her  throbbing  heart  impos- 
sible, as  if  anything  so  cruel  could  not  have 
been.  She  clasped  his  arm  with  both  her 
hands,  looking  up  at  him  with  all  her  heart 
in  her  face. 

*'  My  bonny  dear!"  he  said  with  surprised 
emotion,  touching  her  clasped  hands  with  his. 
And  then  he  began  to  talk  of  other  things  : 
for  they  were  in  the  ball-room,  where,  though 
every  one  was  absorbed  in  his  or  her  own 
pleasure,   or  else   bitterly  resenting  the  ab- 
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sence  of  the  pleasure  they  expected,  yet 
there  were  a  hundred  eyes  on  the  watch  for 
any  incident.  Kirsteen,  in  the  warmth  of 
her  roused  feeHngs,  thought  nothing  of  that. 
She  was  thinking  of  the  other  who  was  away 
with  his  regiment,  for  who  could  tell  how 
many  years — and  for  whom  one  was  waiting 
at  home — one  that  would  never  put  another 
in  his  place,  no,  not  for  a  moment,  not  what- 
ever news  miorht  come  ! 


CHAPTER  X. 

"It  was  just  a  very  bonny  ball,"  said  Mary. 
"  No,  I  was  not  disappointed  at  all.  I  danced 
with  young  Mr.  Campbell  of  the  Haigh,  and 
once  with  old  Glendochart,  who  is  a  very 
well-mannered  man,  though  he  is  not  so 
young  as  once  he  was." 

*'  He  was  by  far,  and  by  far,  the  nicest 
there,"  cried  KIrsteen  with  enthusiasm. 

"  For  them  that  like  an  auld  joe,"  said 
Mary  demurely.  Kirsteen  had  no  thought 
of  *'joes"  old  or  young,  but  she  thought 
with  pleasure  that  she  had  gained  a  friend. 

''  The  Duke  took  me  for  his  daughter — 
and  oh  !  if  there  was  such  a  person  she  would 
be  a  happy  lass.  Aunt  Eelen,  did  you  ever 
hear " 
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Kirsteen  cast  a  orlance  round  and  checked 
further  question,  for  her  father  consuming  a 
delicate  Loch  Fyne  herring,  with  his  atten- 
tion concentrated  on  his  plate,  and  Mary 
seated  primly  smiling  over  her  scone,  were 
not  at  all  In  sympathy  with  the  tale  she  had 
been  told  last  night.  Miss  Eelen,  with  the 
tray  before  her  on  which  stood  the  teapot 
and  teacups,  peering  Into  each  to  count  the 
lumps  of  sugar  she  had  placed  there,  did  not 
appear  much  more  congenial,  though  there 
were  moments  w^hen  the  old  lady  showed  a 
romantic  side.  No  trace  of  the  turban  and 
feathers  of  last  night  was  on  her  venerable 
head.  She  wore  a  muslin  mutch,  fine  but 
not  much  different  from  those  of  the  old 
wives  in  the  cottaores,  with  a  broad  black 
ribbon  round  it  tied  in  a  laro^e  bow  on  the 
top  of  her  head  ;  and  her  shoulders  were 
enveloped  in  a  warm  tartan  shawl  pinned  at 
the  neck  with  a  silver  brooch.  The  fringes 
of  the  shawl  had  a  way  of  getting  entangled 
In  the  tray,  and  swept  the  teaspoons  to  the 
o-round  when  she  made  an  Incautious  move- 
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meat ;  but  nothing  would  Induce  Miss  Eelen 
to  resign  the  tea-making  into  younger  hands. 

"  Did  I  ever  hear  ?  "  she  said.  "  I  would 
like  to  know,  Kirsteen  Douglas,  what  it  is  I 
havena  heard  in  my  long  pilgrimage  of  nigh 
upon  seventy  years.  But  there's  a  time  for 
everything.  If  ye  ask  me  at  another  moment 
I'll  tell  ye  the  whole  story.  Is  It  you,  Drum- 
carro,  that  takes  no  sugar  in  your  tea  ?  No 
doubt  you've  had  plenty  In  your  time  In 
yon  dreadful  West  Indies  where  you  were 
so  long." 

"  What's  dreadful  about  them  ? "  said 
Drumcarro.  "  It's  ignorance  that  makes  ye 
say  so.  Ye  would  think  ye  were  In  paradise 
If  ye  were  there." 

*'  Oh,  never  with  all  those  meeserable 
slaves  ! " 

''  You're  just  a  set  of  Idiots  with  your  pre- 
judices," said  the  laird,  who  had  finished 
his  herrings  and  pushed  away  his  plate. 
"  Slaves,  quo'  she !  There's  few  of  them 
would  change  places,  I  can  tell  ye,  with  your 
crofters  and  such  like  that  ye  call  free  men." 
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"Ye  were  looking  for  something,  father," 
said  Mary. 

"  I'm  looking  for  that  mutton  bone,"  said 
her  father.  ''  Fish  is  a  fine  thing  ;  but  there's 
nothing  like  a  bit  of  butcher's  meat  to  begin 
the  day  upon." 

'•'  It's  my  ain  curing,"  said  Miss  Eelen. 
"Ye  can  scarcely  call  it  butcher's  meat,  and 
it's  just  a  leg  of  one  of  your  own  sheep, 
Drumcarro.  Cry  upon  the  lassie,  Kirsteen, 
and  she'll  brinof  it  ben  in  a  moment.  We're 
so  used  to  womenfolk  in  this  house,  we  just 
forget  a  man's  appetite.  I  can  recommend 
the  eggs,  for  they're  all  our  own  laying.  Two- 
three  hens  just  makes  all  the  difference  in  a 
house  ;  ye  never  perceive  their  feeding,  and 
there's  aye  a  fresh  egg  for  an  occasion.  And 
so  you  were  pleased  with  your  ball  ?  I'm 
glad  of  it,  for  it's  often  not  the  case  when 
lassies  are  young  and  have  no  acquaintance 
with  the  world.  They  expect  ower  much. 
They  think  they're  to  get  all  the  attention 
like  the  heroines  in  thae  foolish  story-books. 
But  that's  a  delusion  that  soon  passes  away. 
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And  then  you're  thankful  for  what  you  get, 
which  is  a  far  more  wholesome  frame  of 
mind." 

Kirsteen  assented  to  this  with  a  grave 
face,  and  a  little  sigh  for  the  beautiful  visions 
of  ideal  pleasure  which  she  had  lost. 

But  Mary  bridled,  and  declared  that  all  her 
expectations  had  been  fulfilled.  *'  I  got  a 
great  deal  of  attention,"  she  said,  "  and  per- 
haps I  had  not  such  grand  fancies  as  other 
folk." 

'*  I  have  bidden  Glendochart  to  come  and 
see  us  at  Drumcarro.  Ye'll  have  to  see  to 
the  spare  cha'amer,  and  that  he  gets  a  good 
dinner,"  said  Mr.  Douglas.  ''  Him  and  me 
we  have  many  things  in  common.  He's  one 
of  the  best  of  his  name,  with  a  good  record 
behind  him — not  to  match  with  our  auld 
Douglas  line,  but  nothing  to  snuff  at,  and 
not  far  off  the  head  of  the  house  himsel'." 

"  You  would  be  at  the  school  together, 
Drumcarro,"  Miss  Eelen  said. 

"  No  such  a  thing — he's  twenty  years 
younger  than  me,"  said  Mr.  Douglas  angrily. 
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"  And  I  was  at  no  schule,  here  or  there,  as 
ye  might  well  mind." 

"  Twenty  years  !  If  there's  ten  between 
ye  that's  the  most  of  it.  There's  no  ten  be- 
tween ye.  When  I  was  a  young  lass  in  my 
teens  John  Campbell  was  a  bit  toddling  bairn, 
and  ye  were  little  mair,  Drumcarro.  Na,  na, 
ye  need  not  tell  me.  If  there's  five,  that's 
the  most.  Ye  mieht  have  been  at  the  schule 
together  and  nothing  out  of  the  common. 
But  he's  had  none  of  the  cares  of  a  family, 
though  maybe  he  has  had  as  bad  to  bear ; 
and  a  man  that  is  not  marriet  has  aye  a 
younger  look.  I  ken  not  why,  for  with 
women  it's  just  the    contrair." 

''  Mr.  Campbell  is  a  very  personable  man," 
said  Mary.  "  I'm  no  judge  of  ages,  but  I 
would  say  he  was  just  in  middle  life." 

"  It's  but  little  consequence  what  you  say," 
said  her  father  roughly.  ''If  Kirsteen  was 
to  express  an  opinion " 

Kirsteen's  mind  had  a  little  wandered 
during  this  discussion.  Glendochart's  age 
appeared    to    this    young    woman    a    subject 
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quite  unimportant.  He  was  of  the  age  of 
all  the  fathers  and  old  friends.  Had  she 
been  a  modern  girl  she  would  have  said  he 
was  a  darling,  but  no  such  liberties  were 
taken  in  her  day. 

"  And  that  I  will/'  she  said,  "  for  we  made 
friends  though  I've  only  seen  him  one  night. 
He  is  just  a  man  after  my  own  heart,"  said 
Kirsteen  with  warmth,  with  a  sigh  at  the 
thought  of  his  sad  story,  and  a  rising  colour 
which  was  due  to  the  fact  that  her  imagina- 
tion had  linked  the  idea  of  young  Ronald 
with  that  of  this  old  and  delightful  gentleman 
who  had  been  what  her  young  lover  was — 
but  born  to  a  less  happy  fate. 

''  Well,"  said  Drumcarro,  "  now  ye've 
spoken,  Kirsteen,  ye've  made  no  secret  of 
your  feelings  ;  and,  so  far  as  I  can  judge,  he 
has  just  as  fine  an  opinion  of  you.  And  if 
you  give  your  attention  to  making  him  com- 
fortable and  let  him  see  the  mettle  you're  of, 
there  is  no  saying  what  may  happen.  And 
it's  not  me  that  will  put  obstacles  in  the 
way." 
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''  Drumcarro,"  cried  Miss  Eelen,  "  ye  get 
credit  for  sense  among  your  own  kind,  but 
if  ever  there  was  a  donnered  auld  fool 
in  affairs  of  a  certain  description  !  Cannot 
ye  hold  your  tongue,  man,  and  let  things 
take  their  course  ?  They  will  do  that 
without  either  you  or  me." 

Mr.  Douglas  had  disposed  of  a  great  deal 
of  the  mutton  ham.  He  had  made  a  very 
good  breakfast,  and  he  felt  himself  free  to 
retire  from  the  table  with  a  final  volley. 
''  If  you  think,"  he  said,  "  that  I  am  going  to 
give  up  my  mind  to  manage,  as  you  women- 
folks call  it,  and  bring  a  thing  about,  and 
draw  on  the  man  and  fleech  the  lassie,  ye  are 
just  sair  mistaken,  Eelen.  When  I  say  a 
word  in  my  house  I'm  accustomed  to  see  it 
done,  and  no  nonsense  about  it.  If  a  man 
comes  seeking  that  I  approve  of,  it's  my 
pleasure  that  he  shall  find  what  he's  askin' 
for.  I'll  have  no  picking  and  choosing. 
Men  are  no  so  plenty,  and  lassies  are  just 
a  drug  in  the  market.  You  have  never  got 
a  man  yourself" 
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"  The  Lord  be  praised  !  "  said  Miss  Eelen. 
"I  would  have  broken  his  heart,  or  he  would 
have  broken  mine.  But  I've  kent  them  that 
would  have  married  me,  Neil  Douglas,  if  it 
was  for  me  or  for  my  tocher  I  leave  you  to 
judge.  I'm  thankful  to  think  I  was  never 
deceived  for  a  moment,"  said  the  old  lady 
with  a  nod  which  sent  the  black  bow  upon 
her  head  into  a  little  convulsion  of  tremu- 
lous movement.  "  I  name  nae  names,"  she 
said. 

Drumcarro  walked  to  the  window  discom- 
fited, and  turned  his  back  upon  the  party, 
looking  out  upon  the  village  street.  To  tell 
the  truth  he  had  forgotten  that  trifling  inci- 
dent in  his  life.  To  taunt  a  woman  who  has 
refused  you  with  never  having  got  a  man  is 
a  little  embarrassing,  and  his  daughters  ex- 
changed astonished  looks  which  he  divined, 
though  it  took  place  behind  his  back.  Their 
opinion  did  not  interest  him  much,  it  is  true, 
but  the  thought  that  they  had  discovered 
a  humiliation  in  his  past  life  filled  him  with 
rage,  insignificant  as  they  were.     He  stood 
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there  for  a  moment  swallowing  his  fury  ; 
then,  "  There's  the  gig,"  he  said,  thankful  for 
the  diversion.  "  Ye'll  better  get  on  your  things 
and  get  back  to  your  work,  and  mind  your 
mother  and  the  concerns  of  the  house  instead 
of  senseless  pleasure.  But  it's  just  what  I 
said,  when  ye  begin  that  kind  of  thing  there's 
no  end  to  it.  When  the  head's  once  filled 
with  nonsense  it's  a  business  to  get  it  out." 

''Well,  father,"  said  Mary,  ''the  ball's 
done,  and  there  is  no  other  coming  if  w^e 
were  ever  so  anxious.  So  you  need  not  be 
feared.  It's  a  little  uncivil  to  Auntie  Eelen 
to  rise  up  the  moment  w^e've  swallowed  our 
breakfast." 

"  Oh,  dinna  take  me  into  consideration," 
said  Miss  Eelen.  "Ye  must  do  your  father's 
bidding,  and  I'll  never  lay  it  to  your  charge. 
But  you'll  take  a  piece  of  yon  fine  seed  cake 
to  your  mother,  poor  thing,  and  some  of  the 
bonny  little  biscuits  that  were  round  the 
trifle  at  the  supper.  I  just  put  them  in  my 
pocket  for  her.  It  lets  an  invalid  person  see 
the  way  that  things  are  done — and  a  wheen 
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oranges  In  a  basket.  She  has  very  little  to 
divert  her — though,  poor  thing,  she  has  got 
a  man." 

Drumcarro  did  not  appear  to  take  any 
notice  of  this  Parthian  arrow,  though  he 
fumed  inwardly.  And  presently  the  girls' 
preparations  were  made.  The  muslin  dresses 
did  not  take  up  so  much  room  as  ball-dresses 
do  nowadays,  and  had  been  carefully  packed 
early  in  the  morning  in  a  box  which  was  to 
go  home  by  the  cart  in  the  afternoon.  And 
they  tied  on  their  brown  bonnets  and 
fastened  their  cloth  pelisses  with  an  activity 
becoming  young  persons  who  were  of  so 
little  account.  To  mount  beside  their  father 
in  the  gig,  squeezed  together  in  a  seat  only 
made  for  two  persons,  and  in  which  he 
himself  took  an  undiminished  share,  with  a 
basket  upon  their  knees,  and  several  parcels 
at  their  feet,  was  not  an  unalloyed  pleasure, 
especially  as  he  gave  vent  to  various  threats 
of  a  vague  description,  and  instantly  stopped 
either  daughter  who  ventured  to  say  a  word. 
But  they  had  few  pleasures  In  their  life,  and 


X.  KIRSTEEN.  177 


the  drive  home,  even  in  these  circumstances, 
was  not  without  its  compensations.  The 
girls  knew  that  every  cottar  woman  who 
came  out  to  the  door  to  see  them  pass  was 
aware  that  they  had  been  at  the  ball  at  the 
Castle,  and  looked  after  them  with  additional 
respect.  And  even  the  shouting  children 
who  ran  after  the  gig  and  dared  a  cut  of 
Drumcarro's  whip  in  their  effort  to  hang  on 
behind  amused  them,  and  orave  them  a  feel- 
ing  of  pleased  superiority.  Coming  home 
from  the  ball — it  was  perhaps  the  best  part 
of  it,  after  all. 

When  they  were  drawing  near  the  house 
their  father  made  a  speech  to  them  which 
Kirsteen  at  least  listened  to  without  alarm 
but  with  much  wonder.  "  Xow,"  he  said, 
suddenly,  as  if  adding  a  last  word  to  some- 
thing said  before,  "  I  will  have  no  nonsense 
whatever  you  may  think.  If  a  man  comes 
to  my  door  that  I  approve,  Til  have  no 
denial  thrown  into  his  teeth.  You're  all 
ready  enough  when  it's  to  your  own  fancy,  but 
by ,  this  time  I'll  make  ye  respect  mine." 

VOL.    I.  N 
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"  What  is  It,  father  ?  "  said  Kirsteen  with 
astonished  eyes. 

Mary  gave  her  sister  a  smart  poke  with 
her  elbow.  "We'll  wait  till  we're  asked 
before  we  give  any  denial,"  she  said. 

"  Ye  shall  give  none  whether  or  no,"  said 
Drumcarro,  unreasonably  it  must  be  allowed; 
"but  it's  no  you  I'm  thinking  of,"  he  added 
with  contempt. 

Kirsteen   felt   herself   deficient  in   Mary's 
power    of   apprehension.      It  was   not  often 
that   this   was    the    case,   but   her  sister  had 
certainly  the  better  of  her  now.      There  were 
however  many  things  said  by  Drumcarro  to 
which  his  family  did   not  attach  a  great  in- 
terest, and  she  took  it  for  granted  that  this 
was  one  of  the  dark  sayings  and  vague  de- 
clarations   in    which,    when    he    was    out    of 
humour,  he  was  wont  to  indulge.      Her  heart 
was  not  overwhelmed  with  any  apprehension 
when  she  jumped  lightly  down  from  the  gig 
glad  to  escape  from  these  objurgations  and 
feeling  the  satisfaction  of  having  news  to  tell, 
and  a  revelation  to  make  to  the  eager  house- 
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hold  which  turned  out  to  the  door  to  meet 
her  :  Marg'ret  in  the  front  with  cap-ribbons 
streaming  behind  her  and  her  white  apron 
folded  over  her  arm,  and  little  Jeanie  with 
her  hair  tumbled  and  in  disorder,  her  mouth 
and  her  ears  open  for  every  detail,  with  one 
or  two  other  heads  in  the  background — they 
had  never  seen  the  Castle,  these  ignorant 
people,  never  been  to  a  ball.  The  mortifica- 
tions of  the  evening  all  melted  away  in  the 
delight  of  having  so  much  to  tell.  Certainly 
the  coming  home  was  the  best ;  it  brought 
back  something  of  the  roseate  colour  of  the 
setting  out.  And  what  a  world  of  new 
experiences  and  sensations  had  opened  up 
before  Kirsteen  since  yesterday. 

"  Was  it  bonny  ?  "  said  little  Jeanie.  ''  Did 
you  see  all  the  grand  folk  ?  Was  it  as  fine 
as  ye  thought  ?  " 

And  then  Mrs.  Douglas's  voice  was  heard 
from  the  parlour,  "  Come  ben,  come  ben,  this 
moment,  bairns.  I  will  not  have  ye  say  a 
word  till  ye're  here."  She  was  sitting  up 
with  a  delicate  colour  in  her  cheeks,  her  eyes 
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bright  with  anticipation.  "  Now  just  begin 
at  the  beginning  and  tell  me  everything," 
she  said.  Certainly  the  best  of  it  was  the 
coming  home. 

Mary  gave  her  little  narrative  with  great 
composure  and  precision,  though  it  surprised 
her  sister.  "  Everybody  was  just  very 
attentive,"  she  said.  "  It  w^as  clear  to  be 
seen  that  the  word  had  been  passed  who  we 
are.  It  was  young  Mr.  Campbell  of  the 
Haigh  that  took  me  out  at  the  first,  but  I 
just  could  not  count  them.  They  were  most 
ceevil.  And  once  I  saw  young  Lord  John 
looking  very  hard  at  me,  as  if  he  would  like 
to  ask  me,  but  there  was  no  person  to 
introduce  him.     And  so  that  passed  by." 

''  Oh,  Mary,  I  wish  ye  had  danced  with  a 
lord  and  a  duke's  son,"  cried,  little  Jeanie, 
clapping  her  hands. 

*'  Well,  he  was  no  great  dancer,"  said  Mary. 
"  I  liked  the  young  laird  of  the  Haigh  far 
better,  and  even  old  Glendochart — but  he 
was  Kirsteen's  one." 

''  He  w^as  the  nicest  of  all,"  cried  Kirsteen. 
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"  But,  Jeanle,  ye  should  have  seen  all  the 
bonnie  ladles  with  their  diamonds  like  sparks 
of  light.  You  would  have  thought  the 
Duchess  had  stars  on  her  head — all  glinting 
as  they  do  in  a  frosty  sky — and  a  circle  about 
her  neck  that  looked  just  like  the  King's 
Ellwand,^  but  far  more  of  them.  It's  not  like 
stones  or  things  out  of  the  earth,  as  folks  say. 
It's  like  wearing  little  pieces  of  light." 

"  Oh,  I  wish  I  had  seen  them,"  said 
Jeanie. 

''Whisht,  whisht.  I've  seen  diamonds 
many  a  time,  but  I  never  thought  them  like 
pieces  of  light.  They're  more  like  bits  of 
glass,  which  I  have  seen  just  as  bonny. 
And  who  was  it  you  danced  with  most, 
Kirsteen  ?  You  have  not  given  us  a 
list  like  Mary." 

"  I  danced  with  Glendochart,"  said  Kir- 
steen, looking  down  a  little.  ''  I  stood  a  long 
time  just  looking  about  me.  When  you  are 
dancing  you  cannot  see  the  rest  of  the  ball, 
and  it  was  very  bonny.  Glendochart  took 
1  The  belt  of  Orion. 
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me  into  the  tea-room  and  showed  me  all  the 
pictures  and  things." 

"  But  Lord  John  never  looked  in  that 
fixed  way  at  you  ?  " 

"  No,"  said  Kirsteen  very  shortly,  per- 
ceiving that  it  was  inexpedient  to  repeat 
the  little  episode  of  Lord  John. 

*'  Then  ye  were  not  so  much  taken  notice 
of  as  Mary  ?  "  cried  Jeanie  with  disappoint- 
ment. 

*'  But  she  spoke  to  the  Duke — or  at  least 
he  spoke  to  Glendochart  when  Kirsteen  was 
on  his  arm — and  there  was  Lady  Chatty  that 
made  great  friends  with  her,"  said  Mary  with 
benevolence,  not  to  leave  her  sister  quite  in 
the  background.  But  there  was  a  momentary 
pause  of  disappointment,  for  they  all  felt  that 
Lady  Chatty  was  not  so  suggestive — had  not 
in  her  name  so  many  possibilities  as  Lord 
John. 

"  I  hear  of  nothing  but  Glendochart,"  said 
Mrs.  Douglas  ;  ''  if  he  is  the  man  I  mind 
upon,  he  will  be  the  same  age  as  your  father  ; 
and  what  was  he  doing  dancing  and  hanging 
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about  the  like  of  you,  a  man  at  his  time  of 
life  ?  " 

Mary  gave  a  little  laugh,  and  repeated, 
''He  was  Kirsteen's  one." 

*'  What  is  the  meaning  of  that,  Kirsteen  ?  " 

"  The  meaning  of  it  is  that  Glendochart, 
tho'  he  is  old,  is  a  real  gentleman,"  said 
Kirsteen  ;  "  and  he  saw  that  we  were  strangers 
and  neglected,  and  nobody  looking  the  way 
we  were  on — " 

At  this  there  was  an  outcry  that  drowned 
the  rest  of  the  sentence.  Strangers,  the 
daughters  of  Drumcarro ! — neglected  when 
Mary  had  just  said  how  attentive  everybody 
had  been  !  ''  You  are  just  in  one  of  your  ill 
keys,  Kirsteen,"  said  her  mother. 

''  No,"  said  Mary,  *'  but  she's  looking  for 
him  to-morrow  :  for  my  father  has  asked  him, 
and  she  is  feared  you  will  not  like  him  when 
ye  see  him.  But  my  opinion  is,  though  he  is 
old,  that  he  is  still  a  very  personable  man." 


CHAPTER  XI. 

A  FEW  days  afterwards  Glendochart  ap- 
peared at  Drumcarro  riding  a  fine  horse,  and 
dressed  with  great  care,  in  a  costume  very 
different  from  the  rough  and  ill-made  country 
clothes  to  which  the  family  were  accustomed. 
Jock  and  Jeanie  who  had  come  home  from 
school  rushed  emulously  to  take  the  horse  to 
the  stable,  and  the  household  was  stirred  to 
its  depths  with  the  unaccustomed  sensation 
of  a  visitor,  a  personage  of  importance  bring- 
ing something  of  the  air  of  the  great  world 
with  him.  He  was  conducted  to  the  laird's 
room  by  Marg'ret  herself,  much  interested  in 
the  stranger — and  there  remained  for  a  short 
time  to  the  great  curiosity  of  the  family,  all 
of  whom  were  engaged  in  conjectures  as  to 
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what  was  being  said  within  those  walls,  all 
but  Kirsteen,  who,  being  as  it  appeared  most 
closely  concerned,  had  as  yet  awakened  to  no 
alarm  on  the  subject,  and  assured  her  mother 
quietly  that  there  was  nothing  to  be  fluttered 
about.  ''  For  he  is  just  very  pleasant,  and 
makes  you  feel  at  home,  and  like  a  friend," 
she  said.  Mrs.  Douglas  had  come  down  to 
the  parlour  earlier  than  usual  in  expectation 
of  this  visit.  She  had  put  on  her  best  cap  ; 
and  there  was  a  little  fresh  colour  of  excite- 
ment in  her  cheeks.  "  But  what  will  he  be 
saying  to  your  father  ?  "  she  said.  "  Sitting 
so  long  together,  and  them  so  little  acquainted 
with  each  other." 

"  Oh,  but  they  were  at  the  school  together, 
and  at  the  ball  they  were  great  friends," 
replied  Kirsteen.  She  was  the  only  one 
about  whom  there  was  no  excitement.  She 
sat  quite  cheerfully  over  her  work  ''  paying 
no  attention,"  as  Mary  said. 

''  Why  should  I  pay  attention  ?  I  will  just 
be  very  glad  to  see  him,"  replied  Kirsteen. 
*'  He  is  just  the  kind  of  person  I  like  best." 
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"Whisht,  Kirsteen,  whatever  you  may  feel 
ye  must  not  go  just  so  far  as  that." 

"  But  it's  true,  mother,  and  why  should  I 
not  go  so  far  ?  He's  a  very  nice  man.  If  he 
had  daughters  they  would  be  well  off.  He 
is  so  kind,  and  he  sees  through  you,  and 
sees  what  you  are  thinking  of." 

"You  must  not  let  him  see  what  you  are 
thinking  of,  Kirsteen  !  " 

"Why  not?"  she  said,  glancing  up  with 
candid  looks.  But  after  a  moment  a  vivid 
colour  came  over  Kirsteen's  milk-white  fore- 
head. Then  a  smile  went  over  it  like  a 
sudden  ray  of  sunshine.  "  I  would  not  be 
feared,"  she  cried,  "  for  he  would  understand." 
She  was  thinking  of  his  own  story  which  he 
had  told  her,  and  of  the  one  who  was  like 
him,  away  in  a  far  distant  country.  How 
well  he  would  understand  it !  and  herself  who 
was  waiting,  more  faithful  than  the  poor  lady 
who  had  not  waited  long  enough.  Oh,  but 
that  should  never  be  said  of  Kirsteen  ! 

Presently  the  two  gentlemen  were  seen 
to  be  walking  round  the    place,  Drumcarro 


XI.  KIRSTEEN.  187 


showing  to  his  visitor  all  that  there  was  to 
show  in  the  way  of  garden  and  stables  and 
farm  offices,  which  was  not  much.  But  still 
this  was  the  right  thing  for  one  country 
gentleman  to  do  to  another.  The  ladies 
watched  them  from  the  window  not  without 
an  acute  sense  of  the  shortcomings  of  the 
place,  and  that  there  was  no  horse  in  the 
stable  that  could  stand  a  moment's  comparison 
with  Mr.  Campbell  of  Glendochart's  beautiful 
beast.  Drumcarro  was  a  house  in  the  wilds, 
standing  on  a  grassy  bank  without  so  much 
as  a  flower  plot  near,  or  any  ** grounds"  or 
"policy,"  or  even  garden  to  separate  and 
enclose  it,  and  a  sense  of  its  shabbiness  and 
poverty  came  into  the  minds  of  all,  instinc- 
tively, involuntarily.  "If  that's  what  he's 
thinking  of  he  will  never  mind,"  Mrs. 
Douglas  said  under  her  breath.  "  Whisht, 
mother,"  said  Mary.  Kirsteen  did  not  even 
ask  Mary  what  her  mother  meant.  Mrs. 
Douglas  indeed  said  a  great  many  things 
that  meant  little  or  nothing,  but  this  did  not 
quite  explain  the  fatal  unconsciousness  of  the 
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girl  upon   whose    preoccupied    ear  all   these 
warnings  seemed  to  fall  in  vain. 

The  dinner  had  been  prepared  with  more 
than  usual  care,  and  Marg'ret  herself  carried 
in  several  of  the  dishes  in  order  to  make  a 
further  inspection  of  the  visitor.  She  had 
not  been  precisely  taken  into  anybody's  con- 
fidence, and  yet  she  knew  very  well  that  he 
had  come  more  or  less  in  the  capacity  of  a 
suitor,  and  that  Drumcarro's  extreme  polite- 
ness and  the  anxiety  he  displayed  to  please  and 
propitiate  the  stranger  were  not  for  nothing. 
Marg'ret  said  to  herself  that  if  it  had  been 
anybody  but  the  laird,  she  would  have  thought 
it  was  a  question  of  borrowing  money,  but  she 
knew  that  Drumcarro  would  rather  die  than 
borrow,  with  a  horror  and  hatred  not  only  of 
debt  but  of  the  interest  he  must  have  had  to 
pay.  So  it  could  not  be  that ;  nor  was  the 
other  gentleman  who  was  so  well  preserved, 
so  trim,  "  so  weel  put  on,"  at  all  like  a  money- 
lender. It  became  clear  to  her,  as  she 
appeared  in  the  dining-room  at  intervals, 
what    the   real    meaning   was.     Glendochart 
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had  been  placed  next  to  Kirsteen  at  table, 
and  when  he  was  not  disturbed  by  the 
constant  appeals  of  Drumcarro,  he  talked  to 
her  with  an  evident  satisfaction  which  half 
flattered,  half  disgusted  the  anxious  spectator. 
He  was  a  real  gentleman,  and  it  was  a 
compliment  to  Miss  Kirsteen  that  a  man  who 
had  no  doubt  seen  the  world  and  kings' 
courts  and  many  fine  places  should  distinguish 
her  so — while  on  the  other  hand  the  thouo^ht 

o 

was  dreadful  that,  in  all  her  bloom  of  youth, 
Kirsteen  should  be  destined  to  a  man  old 
enough  to  be  her  father.  As  old  as  her 
father  !  and  she  so  blooming  and  so  young. 
But  Marg'retwas  perhaps  the  only  one  in  the 
party  who  thought  so.  The  others  were  all 
excited  by  various  interests  of  their  own, 
which  might  be  affected  by  this  union  be- 
tween January  and  May.  Mrs.  Douglas, 
with  that  fresh  tint  of  excitement  on  her 
cheeks,  was  wholly  occupied  by  the  thought 
of  having  a  married  daughter  near  her,  within 
her  reach,  with  all  the  eventualities  of  a  new 
household  to  occupy  and  give  new  interest  to 
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life  ;  and  Mary  with  a  sense  that  her  sister  s 
house  to  visit,  in  which  there  would  be  plenty 
of  company  and  plenty  of  money,  and  op- 
portunity of  setting  herself  forth  to  the  best 
advantage,  would  be  like  a  new  existence. 
The  young  ones  did  not  know  what  it  was 
that  was  expected  to  happen,  but  they  too 
were  stirred  by  the  novelty  and  the  grand 
horse  in  the  stable,  and  Glendochart's  fine 
riding-coat  and  silver-mounted  whip.  Kir- 
steen  herself  was  the  only  one  unexcited  and 
natural.  There  was  little  wonder  that 
Glendochart  liked  her  to  talk  to  him.  She 
was  eager  to  run  out  with  him  after  dinner, 
calling  to  little  Jeanie  to  come  too  to  show 
him  the  den,  as  it  was  called,  where  the  burn 
tumbled  over  successive  steps  of  rock  into  a 
deep  ravine,  throwing  up  clouds  of  spray. 
She  took  care  of  the  old  gentleman  with  a 
frank  and  simple  sense  that  it  was  not  he  but 
she  who  was  the  best  able  to  guide  and  guard 
the  other,  and  used  precautions  to  secure  him 
a  firm  footing  among  the  slippery  rocks  with- 
out  a  single    embarrassing  thought  of  that 
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change  of  the  relationship  between  old  and 
young  which  is  made  by  the  fictitious  equality 
of  a  possible  marriage.  Far,  very  far  were 
Kirsteen's  thoughts  from  anything  of  the 
kind.  She  felt  very  tenderly  towards  him 
because  of  the  tragedy  he  had  told  her  of,  and 
because  he  had  gone  away  like  Ronald,  and 
had  trusted  in  some  one  less  sure  to  wait 
than  herself.  The  very  sight  of  Glendochart 
was  an  argument  to  Kirsteen,  making  her 
more  sure  that  she  never  could  waver,  nor 
ever  would  foreet. 

When  they  came  back  from  this  expedition 
to  the  dish  of  tea  which  was  served  before 
the  visitor  set  out  again,  Mrs.  Douglas  exerted 
herself  to  fill  out  the  cups,  a  thing  she  had  not 
been  known  to  do  for  years.  ''  Indeed,"  she 
said,  '*  I  have  heard  of  nothing  but  Mr. 
Campbell  since  they  came  back  from  the  ball  : 
it  has  been  Glendochart  this  and  Glendochart 
that  all  the  time,  and  it  would  ill  become  me 
not  to  show  my  gratitude.  For  I'm  but  a 
weak  woman,  not  able  myself  to  go  out  with 
my    daughters  ;  and  they  are  never  so  well 
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seen  to,  Mr.  Campbell,  when  they  are  without 
a  mother's  eye." 

Drumcarro  uttered  a  loud  "  Humph  !  "  of 
protest  when  this  bold  principle  was  enunciat- 
ed ;  but  he  dared  not  contradict  his  wife,  or 
laugh  her  to  scorn  in  the  presence  of  a  visitor 
so  particular  and  precise. 

*'  You  might  trust  these  young  ladies, 
madam,"  said  Glendochart  gallantly,  "  in  any 
company  without  fear  ;  for  their  modest  looks 
would  check  any  boldness,  whatever  their 
beauty  might  call  forth." 

This  was  still  the  day  of  compliments,  and 
Glendochart  was  an  old  beau  and  had  the 
habits  of  his  race. 

'*  Oh,  you  are  very  kind,"  said  Mrs. 
Douglas,  her  faint  colour  rising,  her  whole 
being  inspired.  "  If  gentlemen  were  all 
like  you,  there  would  be  little  reason 
for  any  uneasiness  ;  but  that  is  more  than 
we  can  expect,  and  to  trust  your  bairns 
to  another's  guidance  is  always  a  very  heavy 
thouQfht." 

**  Madam,  you  will  soon  have  to  trust  them 
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to  the  guidance  of  husbands,  there  can  be 
little  doubt." 

"  But  that's  very  different  :  for  then  a 
parent  is  free  of  responsibility,"  said  the 
mother,  rising  to  the  occasion  ;  "  that  is  just 
the  course  of  nature.  And  if  they  are  so 
happy  as  to  chance  upon  good,  serious.  God- 
fearing men." 

"  Let  us  hope,"  said  Glendochart,  not  with- 
out a  glance  at  Kirsteen,  ''  that  your  bonny 
young  misses  will  be  content  with  that  sober 
denomination  ;  but  they  will  no  doubt  add 
for  themselves,    young   and    handsome    and 

gay." 

''  No,  no,"  Mrs.  Douglas  said,  led  away  by 
enthusiasm,  *'  you  will  hear  no  such  wishes 
out  of  the  mouths  of  lassies  of  mine." 

"  Let  them  answer  for  themselves,"  said 
Drumcarro,  ''  they're  old  enough  :  or  maybe 
they  will  wait  till  they're  asked,  which  would 
be  the  wisest  way.  Glendochart,  I  am  very 
sorry  to  name  it  and  if  ye  would  take  a  bed 
with  us,  I  would  be  most  pleased.  But  if 
you're  determined  to  go  to-day,  I  must  warn 
VOL.    I.  o 
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ye   the  days  are  short  and   it's  late  enough 
to  get  dayhght  on  the  ford." 

**  If  ye  would  take  a  bed — "  Mrs.  Douglas 
repeated. 

The  visitor  protested  that  he  was  much 
obliged  but  that  he  must  go.  "  But  I  will 
take  your  permission  to  come  again,"  he  said, 
"  and  my  only  fear  is  that  you  will  see  too 
much  of  me,  for  there  are  strong  temptations 
here." 

''  Ye  cannot  come  too  often  nor  stay  too 
long  ;  and  the  more  we  see  of  you,  the  more 
we  will  be  pleased/'  said  the  mistress  of  the 
house.  And  the  girls  went  out  to  see  him 
mount  his  horse,  which  the  boys  had  gone  to 
fetch  from  the  stable.  Never  was  a  visitor 
more  honoured.  A  third  person  no  doubt 
might  have  thought  the  welcome  excessive 
and  the  sudden  interest  in  so  recent  an  ac- 
quaintance remarkable.  But  no  one,  or  at 
least  very  few  are  likely  to  consider  them- 
selves and  the  civilities  shown  to  them  in  the 
same  light  as  an  impartial  spectator  would  do. 
It  seems  always  natural   that  friends  new  or 
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old  should  lavish  civilities  upon  ourselves. 
Glendochart  rode  away  with  a  glow  of 
pleasure.  He  was  not  at  all  afraid  of  the 
ford,  dark  or  light.  He  was  as  safe  in  his 
saddle  as  he  ever  had  been,  and  had  no  fear 
of  taking  cold  or  getting  damp.  He  feared 
neither  rheumatism  nor  bronchitis.  He  said 
to  himself,  as  he  trotted  steadily  on,  that  fifty- 
five  was  the  prime  of  life.  He  was  a  little 
over  that  golden  age,  but  not  much,  nothing  to 
count  ;  and  if  really  that  bonny  Kirsteen  with 
her  Highland  bloom,  and  her  fine  spirits,  and 
her  sense —  It  was  a  long  time  since  that 
tragedy  of  which  he  had  told  her.  Perhaps, 
as  his  Grace  had  said,  it  was  never  too  late. 

"  Ye  havering  woman,"  said  Drumcarro  to 
his  wife,  ''  you  are  just  like  your  silly  kind.  I 
would  not  wonder  if  going  so  fast  ye  had 
not  just  frightened  the  man  away." 

'*  I  said  nothing  but  what  ye  said  I  was  to 
say,"  said  Mrs.  Douglas,  still  strong  in  her 
excitement ;  "  and  it  was  never  me  that 
began  it,  and  if  him  and  you  are  so  keen,  it's 
not  for  me  to  put  obstacles  in  the  way." 

o  2 


196  KIRSTEEN.  CH.  xi. 

IVunicarro  stood  for  a  momont  astonished 
that  his  feeble  wife  should  venture  to  indulo^e 
in  a  personal  effort  even  when  it  was  in  his 
own  aid  :  then  he  oave  a  shrug  of  his  shoulders. 
'  *  A  man  knows  when  to  speak  and  when  to 
refrain  from  speaking,"  he  said  ;  '*  but  you 
womenfolk,  like  gabbling  geese  ye  can  never 
keep  still  if  once  you  ha\'e  anything  to  cackle 
about." 


CHAPTER  XII. 

All  this  time,  strange  to  say,  Kirsteen 
took  no  fright  about  old  Glendochart  whom 
she  had  calmly  set  down,  as  is  not  unusual 
at  her  age,  upon  the  footing  of  a  man  of 
eighty  or  so,  an  old,  old  gentleman  to  whom 
she  could  be  as  kind  as  her  friendly  young 
soul  dictated,  giving  him  her  hand  to  lead 
him  down  the  rough  road  to  the  linn,,  and 
feeling  with  her  foot  if  the  stones  wer^  steady 
before  she  let  him  trust  his  weight  to  them. 
It  had  been  quite  natural  to  come  out  to  the 
door  to  see  him  mount  and  ride  away,  to 
stroke  and  pat  the  shining  well-groomed 
horse,  who  looked  as  great  an  aristocrat  as 
his  master  beside  the  sober  and  respectable 
matron  Mally,  who  drew  the  gig  and  some- 
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times  the  cart,  and  had  carried  barebacked 
all  the  children  at  once  as  carefully  as  if  she 
had  been  their  mother.  Kirsteen  was  even 
pleased  with  the  sense  that  she  herself  was 
Glendochart's  favourite,  that  he  had  talked 
more  to  her  than  to  any  one,  perhaps  even 
had  come  to  see  her  rather  than  the  rest, 
with  the  pleasant  partiality  of  an  old  friend. 
To  be  preferred  is  delightful  to  everybody, 
and  especially  to  a  girl  who  has  had  little 
petting  in  her  life.  It  was  an  exhilarating 
consciousness,  and  she  took  the  little  jibes 
that  flew  about  in  the  family  and  the  laugh  of 
Mary  and  the  shout  of  the  boys  with  perfect 
good  humour.  Yes,  very  likely  Glendochart 
liked  her  best.  He  was  a  true  gentleman, 
and  he  had  seen  her  standing  neglected  and 
had  come  to  her  help.  But  for  him  the  ball, 
if  indeed  always  an  experience  and  a  fine 
sight,  would  have  left  only  a  sting  in  Kir- 
steen's  mind  instead  of  the  impression  bitter- 
sweet which  it  had  produced.  If  she  were 
glad  now  that  she  had  gone,  and  pleased 
with  the  sight  and  the  fact  of  having  been 
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there,  it  was  to  Glendochart  chiefly  that  the 
credit  was  due.  She  had  taken  him  into  her 
heart  warmly  in  the  position  of  an  old  friend, 
an  old,  kind,  and  true  gentleman  whom  she 
would  always  run  to  meet  and  brighten  to 
see.  In  this  easy  state  of  mind,  pleased  with 
him  and  even  better  pleased  with  herself  be- 
cause of  his  liking  for  her,  she  received  calmly 
all  the  family  jests,  quite  satisfied  that  they 
were  true. 

Glendochart  became  a  frequent  visitor. 
He  would  ride  over,  or  sometimes  drive 
over,  in  a  high  gig  much  better  appointed 
than  the  old  gig  at  Drumcarro,  saying  that 
he  had  come  ''to  his  dinner"  or  to  eat  one 
of  Marg'ret's  scones,  or  to  see  how  they  all 
were  this  cold  weather.  And  he  would  per- 
mit Jock  to  drive  the  gig  for  a  mile  or  two  to 
the  boy's  delight,  though  it  took  all  the 
strength  of  his  young  wrists  to  hold  in  the 
horse.  Once  even  upon  a  great  occasion 
Glendochart  managed  to  persuade  Drumcarro, 
who  was  ready  to  attend  to  all  his  sugges- 
tions, to  bring  the  girls  to  a  great  hurling- 
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match,  at  which — for  he  was  a  master  of  the 
game — he  himself  appeared  to  great  advan- 
tage and  not  at  all  like  the  old,  old  gentleman 
of  Kirsteen's  thoughts.  And  when  the  New 
Year  came  he  brought  them  all  ''  fairings," 
beautiful  boxes  of  sweets  such  as  had  never 
been  seen  in  the  Highlands,  and  gloves 
wonderful  to  behold,  which  he  begged  Mrs. 
Douglas's  permission  to  offer  to  her  daughters. 
These  visits  and  his  pleasant  ways,  and  the 
little  excitement  of  his  arrival  from  time  to 
time,  and  the  hurling-match  which  afforded  a 
subject  of  conversation  for  a  long  time,  and 
the  little  presents,  all  quickened  existence  at 
Drumcarro,  and  made  life  more  pleasant  for 
all  concerned.  Kirsteen  had  taken  him  by 
this  time  for  many  a  walk  to  the  edge  of  the 
linn,  springing  down  before  him,  by  the  side 
of  the  waterfall,  to  point  out  which  of  the 
stepping-stones  were  safe  to  trust  to. 

''  Put  your  foot  here,  and  it  is  quite  steady, 
but  take  care  of  that  moss,  Glendochart,  for 
it's  very  soft,  and  I've  nearly  sunk  into  it," 
she  would  call  to  him  stopping  in  mid-descent, 
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her  young  voice  raised  clear  above  the  roar 
of  the  water,  and  her  hand  held  out  to  help. 
If  there  was  one  thing  that  fretted  the  elderly- 
suitor  it  was  this,  and  sometimes  he  would 
make  a  spring  to  show  his  agility,  not  always 
with  successful  results.  ''You  see  you  should 
do  as  I  bid  you,"  said  Kirsteen  gravely,  help- 
ing him  to  get  up  on  one  such  occasion, 
"  and  let  me  try  first  whether  it  will  bear 
you  or  not." 

"  I  will  always  do  as  you  bid  me,"  said  the 
old  gentleman,  trying  to  look  younger  and 
younger  and  as  if  he  did  not  mind  the  fall  at 
all  ;  "  but  it  is  my  part  to  take  care  of  you, 
and  not  you  of  me." 

"  Oh,  no,  not  when  the  moss  is  so  wet  and 
the  stones  so  shoogly,"  Kirsteen  said. 

All  this  was  very  pretty  fooling;  but 
Drumcarro  was  not  the  man  to  be  kept 
hanging  upon  the  chances  of  a  propitious 
moment  when  it  might  please  the  wooer  to 
make  the  leap.  The  additional  cheerfulness 
of  the  household  did  not  extend  to  him.  He 
became  very  tired  of   Glendochart's    "daid- 


KIRSTEEN.  CHAP. 


ling,"  and  of  the  over-delicacy  of  his  atten- 
tions. His  eyes  grew  fiery  and  his  grizzled 
eyebrows  menacing„  He  would  come  into 
the  parlour  where  the  visitor  was  making 
himself  very  agreeable,  keeping  up  the 
pleasantest  conversation,  paying  compliments 
to  Mrs.  Douglas  (whose  health  had  greatly 
improved  at  this  period),  and  with  a  devotion 
which  was  half  fatherly,  though  he  had  no 
such  intention,  distinguishing  Kirsteen  who 
was  always  pleased  to  think  that  he  liked  her 
best.  Drumcarro  would  come  in  with  his 
hands  thrust  into  the  depths  of  his  pockets, 
and  his  shoulders  up  to  his  ears.  "  Are  ye 
not  tired  yet  of  the  weemen,  Glendochart  ? 
Weel,  I  would  not  sit  there  phrasin'  and 
smilin',  not  for  a  king's  ransom."  **  Perhaps, 
my  friend,  I'm  getting  more  than  any  king's 
ransom,  for  what  could  buy  such  kind  looks  ?  " 
the  old  beau  would  reply.  And  then  Drum- 
carro, with  an  oath  muttered  under  his  breath, 
would  fling  out  again,  not  concealing  his 
impatience,  '*  I  cannot  put  up  with  such 
daidling  !  "      Whether    Glendochart    under- 
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stood,  or  whether  his  host  took  the  matter 
into  his  own  hands,  never  was  known  by  the 
female  portion  of  the  household.  But  one 
morning  shortly  after  the  New  Year,  Glen- 
dochart  having  paid  a  long  visit  on  the  day 
before,  Kirsteen  received  a  most  unexpected 
summons  to  attend  her  father  in  his  own 
room. 

"  My  father  wants  to  speak  to  me !  You 
are  just  sending  me  a  gowk's  errand,"  she 
said  to  Jock  who  brought  the  message. 

"  It's  no  a  gowk's  errand.  It's  just  as  true 
as  death,"  said  Jock.    ''  He's  sent  me  hissel'." 

"  And  what  can  he  want  to  say  to  me  in 
his  own  room  ? "  cried  Kirsteen. 

"  He  did  not  tell  me  what  he  wanted  to 
say  ;  but  I  can  guess  what  it  is,"  said  Jock. 

"  And  so  can  I,"  said  Jeanie. 

"What  is  it,  ye  little  mischief?"  cried 
Kirsteen.  "  I  have  done  nothing.  I  have  a 
conscience  void  of  offence,  which  is  more 
than  you  can  say." 

Upon  this  they  both  gave  vent  to  a  burst 
of  laughter  loud  and  long. 
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*'  It's  about  your  auld  joe,  Kirsteen.  It's 
about  Glendochart,"  they  cried  in  concert. 

''  About  Glendochart  ? — he  is  just  my 
great  friend,  but  there  is  no  harm  in  that," 
she  cried. 

"  Oh,  Kirsteen,  just  take  him,  and  I'll 
come  and  live  with  ye,"  said  Jeanie. 

''And  I'll  come,"  added  Jock  encourag- 
ingly, ''whenever  we  have  the  play." 

"  Take  him  !  "  said  Kirsteen.  She  bade 
them  with  great  dignity  to  hold  their  tongues 
and  went  to  her  father's  room  with  consterna- 
tion in  her  breast. 

Mr.  Douglas  was  sitting  over  his  news- 
paper with  the  air  of  being  very  much 
absorbed  in  it.  It  was  no  less  than  a 
London  paper,  a  copy  of  the  Twzes  which 
Glendochart  had  brought,  which  had  been 
sent  to  him  from  London  with  the  news 
of  the  escape  of  Boney,  news  that  made 
Drumcarro  wild  to  think  that  Jock  was  but 
fourteen  and  could  not  be  sent  off  at  once 
with  such  chances  of  promotion  as  a  new  war 
would  bring.     He  had  given  the  lad  a  kick 
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with  a  "  Useless  monkey  !  Can  ye  not  grow 
a  little  faster  ;  "  as  Jock  had  clattered  up  to 
bed  in  his  country  shoes  the  previous  night. 
But  he  was  not  reading,  though  he  pretended 
still  to  be  buried  in  the  paper  when  Kirsteen 
came  in.  He  took  no  notice  of  her  till  she 
had  been  standing  for  a  minute  before  him 
repeating,  "Did  you  want  me,  father?" 
when  he  looked   up,  as   if  surprised. 

"  Oh,  you're  there.  I  calculated  ye  would 
take  an  hour  to  come." 

''  Jock  said  you  wanted  to  speak  to  me, 
father." 

*'  And  so  I  did — but  you  might  have  had 
to  put  your  gown  on,  or  to  brush  your  hair 
or  something — for  anything  I  knew." 

"  I  never  do  that  at  this  time  of  the 
day." 

"  Am  I  to  mind  your  times  of  day  ? 
Kirsteen,  I  have  something  to  say  to 
you." 

''  So  Jock  told  me,  father." 

*'  Never  mind  what  Jock  told  ye.  It  is 
perhaps   the   most   serious    moment    of    all 
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your  life  ;  or  I  might  say  it's  the  beginning 
of  your  Hfe,  for  with  the  care  that  has  been 
taken  of  ye,  keepit  from  the  cold  and  shadit 
from  the  heat,  and  your  meat  provided  and 
everything  you  could  require — the  like  of 
you  doesn't  know  what  life  is  as  long  as 
ye  bide  in  your  father's  house." 

Kirsteen's  heart  gave  a  throb  of  opposi- 
tion, but  she  did  not  say  or  scarcely  think 
that  this  position  of  blessedness  had  never 
been  hers.  She  was  not  prepared  to  blas- 
pheme her  father's  house. 

''Well!  now  that's  all  changed,  and  ye'll 
have  to  think  of  acting  for  yourself.  And  ye 
are  a  very  lucky  lass,  chosen  before  your 
sister,  who  is  the    eldest,    and    according  to 

the  law  of  Laban But   I  think  he  was 

too  particular.  What  the  deevil  maittered 
which  of  them  was  to  go  first  so  long  as 
he  got  them  both  safe  off  his  hands  ?  " 

*'  I  have  no  light,"  said  Kirsteen  with 
suppressed  impatience,  ''  as  to  what  you're 
meaning,  father  !  " 

''  Oh,  ye  have  no  light !     Then   I'll  give 
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ye  one,  and  a  fine  one,  and  one  that  should 
make  ye  thankful  to  me  all  your  days.  I've 
settled  it  all  with  Glendochart.  I  thought  he 
was  but  a  daidlin'  body,  but  that  was  in 
appearance,  not  in  reality.  He's  just  very 
willing  to  come  to  the  point." 

Kirsteen  said  nothing,  but  she  clasped 
her  hands  before  her  with  a  gesture  which 
was  Marg'ret's,  and  which  had  long  been 
known  to  the  young  people  as  a  sign  of 
immovable  determination.  She  did  not 
adopt  it  consciously,  but  with  the  true 
instinct  of  hereditary  action,  an  impulse  so 
much  misrepresented  in  later  days. 

''  Very  willing,"  said  Drumcarro,  "  to  come 
to  the  point  ;  and  all  the  settlements  just 
very  satisfactory.  Ye  will  be  a  lucky  woman. 
Ye're  to  have  Glendochart  estates  for  your 
life,  with  remainder,  as  is  natural,  to  any 
family  there  may  be  ;  and  it's  a  very  fine 
downsitting,  a  great  deal  better  house  than 
this,  and  a  heap  of  arable  land.  And  ye're 
to  have " 

''  For  what  am  I  to  have  all  this,  father  ? " 
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said  Kirsteen  in  a  low  voice  with  a  tremble 
in  it,  but  not  of  weakness. 

"  For  what  are  ye  to  have  it  ?  "  He  gave 
a  rude  laugh.  ''  For  yourself  I  suppose  I 
must  say,  though  I  would  think  any  woman 
dear  at  the  price  he's  willing  to  pay  for  ye." 

"And  what  does  Glendochart  want  with 
me  ?  "  said  Kirsteen  with  an  effort  to  steady 
her  voice. 

''  Ye  fool !  But  you're  not  the  fool  ye 
pretend  to  be.  I  cannot  wonder  that  you're 
surprised.  He  wants  to  mairry  ye,"  her 
father  said. 

Kirsteen  stood  with  her  hands  clasped, 
her  fine  figure  swayed  in  spite  of  her  with 
a  wave  of  agitation,  her  features  moving. 
''  Glendochart !  "  she  said.  "  Father,  if  he 
has  friends  ye  should  warn  them  to  keep 
him  better  and  take  care  of  him,  and  not 
let  him  be  a  trouble  to  young  women  about 
the  country  that  never  did  any  harm  to  him." 

"  Young  women,"  said  Drumcarro,  ''  there 
is  not  one  I  ever  heard  of  except  yourself, 
ye  thankless  jaud  !  " 
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"One  is  plenty  to  try  to  make  a  fool  of," 
said   Kirsteen. 

*'  I  would  like  to  see  him  make  a  fool  of 
one  belonging  to  me.  Na,  it's  the  other  way. 
But  that's  enough  of  this  nonsense,"  he 
added  abruptly  ;  "  it's  all  settled.  Ye  can 
go  and  tell  your  mother.  He's  away  for 
a  week  on  business,  and  when  he  comes 
back  ye'll  settle  the  day.  And  let  it  be  as 
soon  as  possible,  that  we  may  be  done  wi't. 
It's  been  as  much  as  I  could  do  to  put  up 
with  it  all  this  time.  Now  let  any  man  say 
I've  done  much  for  my  sons  and  little  for 
my  daughters  !  "  said  Drumcarro,  stretching 
his  arms  above  his  head  with  a  gesture  of 
fatigue.  *'  I've  got  them  their  commissions 
and  outfit  and  all  for  less  trouble  than  it 
has  cost  me  to  get  one  of  you  a  man !  " 
He  yawned  ostentatiously  and  rubbed  his 
eyes,  then  opening  them  again  to  see 
Kirsteen  still  standing  in  the  same  attitude 
before  him  he  gave  vent  to  a  roar  of 
dismissal.  "  G'away  with  ye.  Go  and  tell 
your  mother.     I've  said  all  I  have  to  say." 

VOL.    I.  p 
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''  But  I  have  something  more  to  say," 
said  Kirsteen.  *'  I'll  not  marry  Glendochart. 
It's  just  been  a  mistake,  and  I'm  sorry, 
but " 

''You'll  not  mairry  Glendochart!  Ye  shall 
marry  whatever  man  I  choose  for  ye." 

*'  No,  father !  "  said  Kirsteen  clasping  her 
hands  more  closely. 

"  No  ! "  he  said,  pushing  back  his  chair. 
He  was  honestly  astonished,  taken  com- 
pletely by  surprise.  **  No !  Lord,  but  ye 
shall  though  when  I  say  it.  And  what  ails 
ye  at  Glendochart  ?  And  him  running 
after  ye  like  a  fool  the  whole  winter,  and 
nothing  but  pleasant  looks  for  him  till 
now." 

*'  I'm  very  sorry,"  repeated  Kirsteen. 
"  I'm  very  sorry — I  never,  never  thought 
of  that.  He's  an  old  man,  and  it  seemed  all 
kindness  to  one  as  much  as  another.  Oh, 
I'm  sorry,  father.  Tell  him,  I  would  not 
have  vexed  him  for  the  world." 

*'  I'll  tell  him  no  such  thing.  I'll  tell  him 
ye're    very   proud    and    pleased,    as   sets  ye 


XII.  KIRSTEEN.  211 

better  ;  and  I'll  take  you  to  Glasgow  to  buy 
your  wedding-gown."  He  said  this  with  an 
attempt  at  seduction,  perhaps  a  little  startled 
by  the  first  idea  that  to  subdue  Kirsteen  by 
violence  would  not  be  so  easy  as  he  thought. 

''  Father,  you're  meaning  it  for  great 
kindness  ;  but  oh,  if  ye  would  just  under- 
stand !  I  cannot  marry  Glendochart.  I 
could  not  if  there  was  no  other  man." 

''  It  is  just  Glendochart  ye  shall  marry 
and  no  other.  It's  all  settled.  You  have 
nothing  more  to  do  with  it  but  what  I've 
promised  and  fixed  for  ye." 

''No,  father " 

"  But  I  say  yes,"  he  said,  bringing  down 
his  clenched  fist  on  the  table  with  a  noise 
that  made  the  window^s  ring. 

''  It  cannot  be  settled  without  me,"  said 
Kirsteen,  growing  first  red  and  then  pale, 
but  standing  firm. 

"  You're  not  of  the  least  importance,"  he 
said,  foam  flying  from  his  lips.  "  What  are 
ye  ?  A  creature  of  no  account.  A  lass  that 
has   to   obey  her  father  till  she  gets  a  man, 
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and  then  to  obey  him.  Say  what  ye  like, 
or  do  what  ye  like,  It  will  never  alter  a  thing 
I've  fixed  upon  ;  and  of  that  ye  may  be  as 
sure  as  that  you  stand  there.  G'away  to 
your  mother,  and  tell  her  it's  to  be  soon, 
In  a  month  or  so,  to  get  done  with  it — for 
I've  made  up  my  mind." 

KIrsteen  stood  silent  for  a  moment,  not 
daunted  but  bewildered,  feeling  with  a  force 
which  no  girl  in  her  situation  would  now 
recognize  the  helplessness  of  her  position, 
not  a  creature  to  take  her  part,  seeing  no 
outlet.  She  burst  forth  suddenly  when  a 
new  idea  occurred  to  her.  "  I  will  speak 
to  him  mxyself !  He  is  a  good  man,  he  will 
never  hold    me    to  it.      I  will  tell  him " 

**  If  ye  say  a  word  to  him,"  cried  Drum- 
carro  rising  from  his  chair  and  shaking  his 
clenched  hand  in  her  face,  *'  one  word !  I'll 
just  kill  ye  where  ye  stand !  I'll  drive  ye 
from  my  doors.  Neither  bit  nor  sup  more 
shall  ye  have  in  this  house.  Ye  may  go  and 
tramp  from  door  to  door  with  a  meal-pack  on 
your  shoulder." 
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*'  I  would  rather  do  that,"  cried  Kirsteen, 
"  far  rather  than  make  a  false  promise  and 
deceive  a  good  man.  Oh,  father,  I'll  do  any- 
thing ye  bid  me.  I'll  be  your  servant,  I'll 
ask  for  nothing  ;  but  dinna,  dinna  do  this  ! 
for  I  will  not  marry  Glendochart,  not  if  you 
were  to  kill  me,  not  if  you  were  to  turn  me 
from  the  door." 

"  Hold  your  peace,  ye  lang-tongued — ye 
shall  do  what  I  bid  you,  that  and  nothing  else." 

"  No,  father,  no,  father  !  "  cried  Kirsteen 
tremblino^ ;  ''I  will  not — for  nothino^  in  the 
world." 

*'  Go  out  of  my  sight,"  he  cried,  "  and  hold 
your  tongue.  Away  this  moment !  Ye  shall 
do  just  what   I   say." 

''  Father " 

'*  None  of  your  fathers  to  me.  Get  out 
of  my  sight,  and  make  yourself  ready  to  do 
what  I  tell  ye.  It  shall  be  in  a  fortnight. 
That's  all  you  shall  make  by  your  rebellion. 
Not  another  word,  or  I'll  turn  you  out  of 
my  house." 

Kirsteen  retired  as  he  made  a  step  towards 
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her  with  his  hands  raised  to  her  shoulders,  to 
put  her  out.  His  fiery  eyes,  the  foam  that 
flew  from  his  lips,  the  fury  of  his  aspect 
frightened  her.  She  turned  and  fled  from 
the  room  without  any  further  attempt  to 
speak. 


CHAPTER  XIII. 

KiRSTEEN  rushed  out  of  the  house  with 
the  instinct  of  passion,  to  shake  off  all  re- 
straint, to  get  into  the  free  air,  where  an 
oppressed  bosom  might  get  breath.  She 
flew  like  a  hunted  deer,  flashing  past  the 
window  where  Mary,  sitting  at  her  seam,  saw 
her  hurried  escape  and  divined  more  or  less 
what  was  the  meaning  of  it. 

"Who's  that?"  said  Mrs.  Douglas,  con- 
scious of  the  flying  shadow. 

''  It's  Kirsteen,  and  my  father  will  have 
told  her,  and  she's  just  beside  herself." 

"Beside  herself!"  said  the  mother  tran- 
quilly over  her  knitting.  *'  She  may  well  be 
that ;  for  who  would  have  thought  of  such  a 
prospect  for  the   like  of  her,  at   her  age." 
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Mary  was  not  so  sure  that  the  agitation 
was  that  of  joy,  but  she  said  nothing.  And 
Kirsteen  was  out  of  sight  in  a  moment, 
darting  by. 

She  went  towards  the  linn,  without  know- 
ing why.  The  stream  was  strong  with  the 
winter  floods,  and  the  roar  of  it  as  it  poured 
down  the  rocky  cleft  was  enough  to  make  all 
voices  inaudible,  and  to  deaden  more  or  less 
even  the  sound  of  one's  thoughts  buzzing  in 
one's  head  with  the  passion  and  the  sweep 
of  them,  themselves  like  a  hurrying  stream. 
Kirsteen  fled  as  to  a  covert  to  the  "  den," 
down  which  this  passionate  rivulet,  swollen 
into  a  torrent,  stormed  and  poured,  flinging 
its  spray  over  the  wet  and  spongy  turf  into 
which  her  feet  sank.  She  cared  nothing  for 
this  in  the  absorption  of  her  excitement,  and 
flung  herself  down  upon  that  damp  slope, 
feeling  the  spray  on  her  forehead  and  the  roar 
of  the  water  in  her  ears  as  a  sort  of  relief 
from  herself  Her  feelings  had  been  like  to 
burst  her  heart  and  her  brain  together  as  she 
flew  along,  like  some  struggling  things  shut 
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up  in  a  space  too  narrow  for  them.  She 
could  not  get  her  breath  nor  contain  the 
hurry  and  confusion  of  her  own  being.  But 
in  that  damp  retreat  where  nobody  would  be 
likely  to  pursue  her,  where  she  could  scarcely 
even  hear  the  thumping  of  her  own  heart  nor 
any  voice  calling  her,  nor  be  subject  to  inter- 
ruption of  any  kind,  Kirsteen  after  a  moment 
began  to  come  to  herself.  The  shock,  the 
fright,  the  horror  quieted  a  little  ;  her  mind 
became  accustomed,  as  it  does  so  rapidly,  to 
the  new  alarm,  to  the  frightful  danger  which 
had  suddenly  revealed  itself.  It  was  a  danger 
which  Kirsteen  had  not  expected  or  foreseen. 
She  had  very  well  understood  when  she 
pledged  herself  to  wait  for  Ronald  what 
that  meant.  It  was  In  all  the  traditions  of 
romance  with  which  she  was  acquainted — 
not  waiting  relieved  by  constant  communica- 
tion, and  with  a  certain  distinct  boundary, 
but  silent,  unbroken,  perhaps  for  life,  certainly 
for  years.  In  the  beginning  at  least  such 
a  visionary  burden  may  be  taken  up  with 
enthusiasm,  and  Kirsteen  had  been  proud  of 
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it  and  of  the  deep  secret  of  which  there  was 
nothing  to  tell,  which  was  in  spirit  alone,  with 
no  bond  to  be  displayed  in  the  sight  of  men. 
But  it  had  never  occurred  to  her  that  she 
might  be  bidden  to  forswear  herself  as  she 
said,  that  she  might  have  to  struggle  against 
all  about  her  for  the  right  to  keep  her  vow. 
This  danger  had  never  appeared  before  her 
as  a  possibility.  She  had  not  thought  of  any 
wooer,  nor  had  any  such  presented  himself 
to  her  consciousness.  Without  warning,  with- 
out thought  of  precaution  or  self-defence,  the 
danger  had  come. 

To  marry  Glendochart :  Glendochart — 
there  burst  through  Kirsteen's  distressful 
thoughts  a  sudden  picture  of  the  old  gentle- 
man descending  the  side  of  the  linn  guided 
by  her  hand,  the  safe  places  selected  for  him  ; 
and  then  his  little  plunge,  his  slip,  her  cry, 
*'  Oh,  Glendochart,  you  have  hurt  yourself!  " 
and  there  burst  from  her  in  the  midst  of  her 
trouble  an  irrepressible  laugh,  which  rang 
into  the  roar  of  the  linn  and  went  down  with 
it  into    the    depths  echoing   among   all  the 
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rocks.  KIrsteen  had  been  ashamed  to  laugh 
when  that  accident  happened  for  fear  of  hurt- 
ing his  feehngs,  but  all  the  ludicrousness  of 
the  incident  burst  upon  her  now.  He  had 
got  so  red,  poor  old  gentleman  !  he  had  seized 
upon  a  thorn  bush  to  pull  him  up,  rather  than 
take  her  hand.  He  had  said  that  it  was 
nothing,  nothing,  though  her  keen  young 
senses,  compunctious  of  their  own  percep- 
tions, had  seen  how  he  limped  up  the  bank 
again.  She  had  not  dared  to  offer  her  sup- 
port any  more  than  to  laugh,  seeing  it  hurt 
his  feelings.  And  it  was  because  he  wanted 
to  marry  her,  her — Kirsteen,  troth-plighted 
to  her  own  lad — and  him  as  old  as  her  father. 
Oh,  for  shame,  for  shame  ! 

That  laugh  did  Kirsteen  good.  It  liber- 
ated her  soul  ;  she  escaped  as  from  the  hand 
of  fate  and  became  able  to  think.  And  then 
a  wild  anger  swept  over  her  mind  against  her 
father,  who  wanted  nothing  but  to  get  her, 
as  he  said,  off  his  hands,  and  against  Glen- 
dochart  for  daring  to  think  that  she  would 
take  him,  an  old,  old  man.     All  the  sense  of 
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his  kindness  disappeared  in  this  illumination 
as  to  his  motives  :  indeed  the  more  Kirsteen 
esteemed  him  before,  the  more  she  despised 
and  hated  him  now.  She  thought  of  auld 
Robin  Gray,  but  that  was  too  good  for  him. 
The  old,  ill  man,  to  tell  her  a  story  of  faith- 
fulness and  make  her  cry  and  mix  him  up  in 
her  mind  with  Ronald  and  her  own  love,  and 
then  to  betray  her,  and  want  to  marry  her, — 
doubly  faithless,  to  her  that  died  for  him,  and 
to  Kirsteen  that  had  wept  for  him  !  It  was 
for  constancy  and  pity  and  true  love  that  the 
girl  had  been  so  sorry,  so  touched  in  her 
heart,  so  wishful  to  please  him  and  make  him 
smile.  And  now  to  turn  upon  her,  to  try  to 
tear  her  from  her  own  lad,  to  make  her  man- 
sworn  !  There  was  nothing  that  was  too 
bad  for  him,  the  old,  ill  man  !  Kirsteen  saw 
herself  stand  before  him  indignant,  her  eyes 
flashing  with  injured  honour  and  a  sense  of 
wrong. 

But  then  suddenly  all  this  sustaining  force 
of  anger  went  from  her  as  Glendochart's  kind 
and  gentle  face  so  full  of  feeling  came  before 
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her  imagination.  Oh,  he  knew  better  than 
that !  If  she  could  but  speak  to  him,  and 
tell  him !  perhaps  show  him  that  little  blue 
Testament,  whisper  to  him  that  there  was 
One — away  with  his  regiment,  fighting  for 
the  King,  like  Glendochart  himself,  like  the 
story  he  had  told  her !  Tears  filled  Kir- 
steen's  eyes.  Her  father  might  be  dour  and 
hard,  but  Glendochart  would  understand. 
It  was  just  his  own  story  ;  he  would  never 
let  her  break  her  heart  and  die  on  her  wed- 
ding-day like  his  own  lass.  Oh,  no  !  oh,  no  ! 
he  would  never  do  that.  He  would  never 
let  it  happen  twice,  and  all  for  him.  With 
a  quick  gleam  of  her  imagination,  Kirsteen 
saw  herself  in  her  white  wedding-gown, 
lying  at  his  feet,  the  second  bride  that  had 
burst  her  heart !  Oh,  no  !  oh,  no !  Glen- 
dochart would  never  do  that  :  the  tears 
streamed  from  Kirsteen's  eyes  at  the  thought, 
but  her  quivering  mouth  smiled  with  gene- 
rous confidence.  No,  no  !  She  had  only  to 
speak  to  Glendochart  and  all  would  be  well.  . 
But    then   came    her    father's    threat,     his 
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blazing  fiery  eyes,  his  hand  clenched  and 
shaken  in  her  face,  the  fury  of  his  outcry  : 
''  I'll  just  kill  ye  where  ye  stand — I'll  put  you 
to  the  door."  Kirsteen  remembered  Anne,  and 
her  soul  sank.  Anne  had  a  husband  to  take 
care  of  her,  she  had  a  house,  wherever  it  was  ; 
but  Kirsteen  would  have  nothing.  And  what 
would  become  of  her  if  she  were  put  to  the 
door  ?  Where  would  she  go  to  find  a  shelter  ? 
Another  grotesque  vision — but  not  so  gro- 
tesque to  her  imagination — of  the  poor  beg- 
gar-woman with  a  meal-pack  on  her  shoulder 
which  her  father  had  evoked,  flitted  before 
her  mind.  No,  she  would  not  be  like  that. 
She  would  take  care  of  bairns,  or  keep  a 
house,  or  even  make  muslin  gowns  like  Miss 
Macnab.  There  were  plenty  of  things  she 
could  do  ! — it  would  be  long,  long  before  she 
need  come  to  the  meal-pack.  But  then  there 
burst  over  Kirsteen's  mind  another  revelation  : 
the  shame  of  it !  She,  a  Douglas — one  of  the 
old  Douglases,  that  had  been  the  lords  of  the 
whole  land,  not  only  of  poor  Drumcarro — a 
gentlewoman  of  as  good  blood  as  the  Duchess 
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or  any  grand  lady,  and  one  that  could  not  be 
hidden  or  made  to  appear  as  if  she  were  a 
common  person !  And  the  scandal  of  it,  to 
open  up  the  house  and  all  its  concerns  to  ill 
talk — to  make  it  open  to  all  the  world  to  say 
that  Drumcarro  was  an  ill  father,  and  the 
house  a  cruel  house,  or  that  the  Douglas 
lassies  were  not  what  ladies  should  be,  but 
lightheaded  and  ill-conducted,  rebels  against 
their  own  kith  and  kin.  This  was  the  most 
terrible  thought  of  all.  The  others  seemed  to 
open  up  a  way  of  escape,  but  this  closed  the 
door ;  it  is  an  ill  bird  that  files  its  own  nest. 
How  could  Kirsteen  do  that  ?  shame  her 
family  so  that  even  Sandy  and  Nigil  and 
Charlie  and  Donald  in  India,  even  little 
Robbie,  should  hear  of  it  and  think  shame — 
so  that  he  should  hear  that  Kirsteen  had  let 
herself  be  talked  about  ?  so  that  Drumcarro 
should  be  lightly  spoken  of  and  all  its  secrets 
laid  bare  ?  This  new  suggestion  brought  back 
all  the  passion  and  the  confusion  that  the  in- 
fluence of  the  air  and  the  freedom  out  of  doors, 
and  the  quiet  time  to  think  had  calmed  down 
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To  endure  is  always  possible  if  you  set  your 
heart  to  do  it,  whatever  happens  ;  but  to 
shame  and  to  expose  your  own  house  ! 

''  Where  have  ye  been,  Kirsteen  ? "  said 
Mrs.  Douglas.  "  I  never  saw  a  person  like 
you  for  running  out  when  you're  most  wanted. 
You  should  not  take  your  walks  in  the  fore- 
noon when  we're  all  at  work." 

"  Did  you  want  me,  mother  ?  I  was  not 
fit  to  sit  down  to  my  work.  I  had  a — buzzing 
in  my  head." 

**'Deed  I  think  ye  have  always  a  buzzing 
in  your  head.  Sometimes  I  speak  to  ye  three 
times  before  ye  answer  me." 

*'  She's  uplifted  with  her  prospects,"  said 
Mary,  "  and  no  wonder.  I  think  ye  should 
excuse  her  this  day." 

Mary  intended  to  be  very  kind  to  Kirsteen. 
She  had  made  up  her  mind  to  be  a  very 
frequent  visitor  at  her  sister's  house. 

''  Well,  well,"  said  Mrs.  Douglas,  "  that  may 
be  true  enough  ;  but  I  think  she  might  have 
come  and  told  me  the  news  herself,  instead  of 
letting  me  find  it  out  through  your  father — 
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not  that  I  had  not  judgment  enough  to  see 
what  was  coming  this  many  a  day." 

Kirsteen  was  still  trembling  with  the  re- 
sults of  her  self-argument  at  the  linn — which 
indeed  had  come  to  no  result  at  all  save 
the  tremor  in  her  frame  and  the  agitation 
in  her  heart.  She  had  knelt  down  by  her 
mother's  side  to  wind  the  wool  for  which  it 
appeared  Mrs.  Douglas  had  been  waiting, 
and  she  was  not  prepared  with  any  reply. 

''  She  doesn't  seem  to  have  much  to  say 
to  us  now,  mother,"  said  Mary. 

"  Kirsteen,  you  should  not  be  so  proud. 
You  will  be  a  finer  lady  than  ever  your 
mother  was,  with  a  carriage  and  horses  of 
your  own,  and  no  doubt  everything  that 
heart  can  desire  ;  for  an  auld  man  is  far 
more  silly  than  a  young  one." 

Kirsteen  gave  the  wool  a  jerk  which  tangled 
it  wildly.  *'  Mother,  I  just  w^onder  what  you 
are  all  havering  about,"  she  said. 

"  Kirsteen,  I'm  well  used  to  rude  speaking," 
cried  the  mother,  ready  to  cry  at  a  moment's 
notice  ;  ''  but  not  from  my  own  bairns." 

VOL.    I.  Q 


226  KIRSTEEN.  chap. 

*'0h,  mother,  I  beg  your  pardon.  It  was 
not  you  that  was  havering.  Dlnna  speak  to 
me,  for  I  cannot  bear  it.  My  heart  is  just 
like  to  break." 

"With  pleasure?"  said  Mary  in  her  soft 
tones. 

Kirsteen  darted  a  glance  of  fire  at  her  calm 
sister,  but  turned  nervously  to  her  occupation 
again  and  answered  nothing.  She  had  enough 
to  do  with  her  yarn  which,  in  sympathy  with 
her  confused  thoughts,  had  twisted  itself  in 
every  possible  way  and  refused  to  be  disen- 
tangled. Her  mother  remarked  the  tremor 
of  her  hands. 

^*  Ye  have  got  the  hank  into  a  terrible 
tangle,  and  what  are  ye  trembling  at,  Kir- 
steen— is  it  the  cold  ?  " 

*'  I'm  not  trembling,  mother,"  said  Kirsteen. 

"  Do  ye  think  I  am  blind  or  doited  and 
cannot  see  ?  Na,  I'm  a  weak  woman,  sore 
held  down  with  many  infirmities  ;  but  I'm 
thankful  to  say  my  eyes  are  as  good  as  ever 
they  were.  Ye're  all  trembling,  Kirsteen  ;  is 
it  the  cold  ?  " 
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"  She  has  gotten  her  gown  all  wet,  mother. 
She  has  been  down  by  the  linn,  it's  no  wonder 
she's  trembling.  She  ought  to  go  and  change 
her  things." 

"  Are  your  feet  wet,  Kirsteen  ?" 

"  Oh,"  said  Kirsteen  springing  to  her  feet, 
"if  ye  would  just  let  me  alone  ;  I'm  neither 
wet  nor  cold,  but  my  heart's  like  to  break.  I 
don't  know  what  I  am  doing  for  misery  and 
trouble.  If  ye  would  only  have  peety  upon 
me  and  let  me  alone  ! " 

"  Dear  Kirsteen,  how  can  ye  speak  like 
that  ?  Where  will  ye  get  any  person  you  can 
open  your  heart  to  like  your  mother  ?  Just 
tell  me  what's  wrong  and  that  will  ease  your 
mind.  What  can  Mary  and  me  mean  but 
what  is  for  your  good  ?  Eh,  I  never  thought 
but  what  you  would  be  pleased,  and  a  blithe 
woman  this  bonny  day." 

"  She'll  maybe  open  her  mind  best  between 
you  two,  if  I  were  away,"  said  Mary  rising. 
She  was  really  full  of  good  feeling  towards 
her  sister,  with  no  doubt  an  anticipation  of 
good   to  come  to   herself,  but  yet   a    certain 
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amount  of  solid  sympathy  genuine  enough  of 
its  kind. 

"  Now,  Kirsteen,  my  bonny  woman,  just 
tell  me  what's  the  maitter,"  said  Mrs.  Douglas 
when  Mary  was  gone. 

"  It  seems  you  know  what  has  happened, 
mother,  and  how  can  you  ask  me  ?  Am  I 
likely  to  be  a  blithe  woman  as  ye  say  when 
it's  just  been  told  me  ?  " 

"  That  a  good  man  and  a  good  house  are 
waiting  for  ye,  Kirsteen  ?  And  one  that's 
very  fond  of  ye,  and  asks  no  better  than  to 
give  ye  all  ye  can  desire  ?  " 

"  That  I'm  to  be  turned  out  of  the  house," 
cried  Kirsteen;  "that  I'm  no  more  to  see 
your  face;  that  I'm  to  go  from  door  to  door 
with  a  meal-pack  like  a  beggar  woman  ! " 

''Whisht,  whisht,  and  don't  speak  non- 
sense :  that  will  be  some  of  your  father's 
joking.  Whiles  he  says  things  that  are  hard  to 
bear.  What  should  bring  all  this  upon  ye, 
Kirsteen  ?  You  will  be  the  Leddy  of  Glen- 
dochart  and  an  honoured  woman,  holding 
your    head    as    high    as    ainy    in   the    whole 
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county,  and  silk  gowns  as  many  as  ye  desire, 
and  coaches  and  horses  ;  and  what  ye'U  Hke 
best  of  all,  my  bonny  bairn,  the  power  to  be 
of  real  service  and  just  a  good  angel  to  them 
that  ye  like  best." 

*'  O  mother,  mother,"  cried  Kirsteen, 
burying  her  face  in  her  mother's  lap,  **  that  is 
the  worst  of  it  all !  Oh,  if  ye  have  any  peety 
don't  say  that  to  me  !  " 

''  But  I  must,  for  it's  all  true.  Oh,  Kir- 
steen, I  hope  I'm  not  a  complaining  woman  ; 
but  just  you  think  what  it  would  be  to  me  to 
have  my  daughter's  house  from  time  to  time 
to  take  shelter  in.  Many  and  many  a  time 
have  I  been  advised  change  of  air,  but  never 
got  it,  for  who  dared  name  it  to  your  father  ? 
I  have  been  thinking  this  w^hole  morning  it 
would  make  me  just  a  new  woman.  To  get 
away  for  a  while  from  this  hole — for  it's  just 
a  hole  in  the  winter  though  it  may  be  bonny 
at  other  times,  and  to  see  my  bairn  sitting 
like  a  queen,  happy  and  respectit." 

''  Not  happy,  mother  !  " 
'  That's  just  your   fancy,  my  dear.     You 
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think  he's  old,  but  he's  not  really  old,  and  as 
kind   a  face   as  ever  I  saw,  and   full  of  con- 
sideration, and  not  one  that  ever  would  say 
ye  had  too  many  of  your  own  folk  about  ye, 
or  that  ye  ought  to  forget  your  father's  house. 
Oh,  Kirsteen,  it's  very  little  a  lassie  knows  : 
ye   think  of  a  bonny  lad,  a  bright  eye  or  a 
taking  look,  or  a  fine  figure  at  the   dancing, 
or  the  like  of  that.     But  who  will  tell  ye  if  he 
may  not  be  just  a  deevil  in  the  house  ?    Who 
will  tell  ye  that  he  may  not  just  ding  ye  into 
a  corner  and  shame  ye  before  your  bairns,  or 
drive   ye   doited   with    his    temper,  or  make 
your  bed  and  your  board  a  hell  on   earth  ? 
Oh,"  cried  poor  Mrs.  Douglas  in  accents  of 
deep    conviction,    "it's    little,    little   a    lassie 
kens  !     She  thinks  she  will  please  her  fancy, 
or  she  listens  to  a  flattering  tongue,  or  looks 
to  a   bonny  outside.     And   all   the   time   It's 
just  meesery  she's  wedding,  and  not  a  bonny 
lad.     But,  Kirsteen,"  she  said,  giving  a  fur- 
tive little  kiss   to  the  rings  of  hair  on  Kir- 
steen's  milk-white    forehead,  "  Kirsteen,   my 
bonny    woman,    when    ye    take  a    man   that 
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everybody  knows,  that  is  just  kent  for  a  good 
man  and  a  kind  man,  and  one  that  loves  the 
very  ground  you  tread  on,  oh,  my  dear !  what 
does  it  maitter  that  he's  not  just  that  young  ? 
Is  it  anything  against  him  that  he  knows  the 
world  and  has  had  trouble  of  his  own,  and 
understands  w^hat  it  is  to  get  a  bonny  lass 
and  a  good  bairn  like  you  ?  And  oh,  Kir- 
steen,  think  what  ye  can  do  for  us  all  if  you 
take  him,  for  your  sisters  and  for  the  callants, 
he's  just  made  the  house  a  different  thing 
already  ;  and  though  that's  scarcely  worth  the 
thinking  of,  for  I'm  very  near  my  grave  and 
will  want  nothing  long, — Kirsteen,  for  me, 
too !— " 

"  Oh,  mother,  mother  !  "  cried  the  girl  with 
her  face  still  hidden  in  her  mothers  lap,  "ye 
just  break  my  heart." 

**  Na,  na,"  said  Mrs.  Douglas  in  soft  quick 
tones  like  one  who  consoles  a  child,  "  we'll 
have  no  breaking  of  hearts.  Ye  will  not  be 
a  month  marriet  before  ye'll  think  there's  no 
such  a  man  in  the  world.  And  there's  noth- 
ing he  will  deny  ye,  and  from  being  of  little 
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account  ye'll  be  one  of  the  first  ladies  in  the 
country  side.  Whisht,  whisht,  my  darling ! 
Ye'll  make  him  a  happy  man,  and  is  not  he 
worthy  of  it  ?  Kirsteen  !  Rise  up  and  dry 
your  eyes.  I  hear  your  father  coming.  And 
dinna  anger  him,  oh  !  dinna  anger  him,  for 
he  never  minds  what  ill  words  he  says  ! " 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

Mrs.  Douglas  retired  to  her  room  after 
dinner  in  a  very  tearful  mood.  She  had 
made  a  great  effort  and  she  had  not  been 
successful,  and  all  her  hopes  which  had  been 
gradually  built  up  into  a  palace  of  delight 
came  tumbling  down  about  her  ears.  The 
only  comfort  she  could  feel  now  was  in  the 
source  of  her  chief  troubles.  "  Ye  may  say 
W'hat  you  like  to  me,"  she  cried  as  Kirsteen 
helped  her  to  take  off  her  cap  and  arrange 
herself  comfortably  upon  her  bed,  "  but  your 
father  will  never  put  up  with  it.  It  would 
have  been  more  natural  in  ye,  Kirsteen,  if  ye 
had  yielded  to  your  mother,  for  well  I  wot 
ye'll  have  to  yield  to  him,  whether  ye  like  it 
or  no." 
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"  Oh,  mother,  I  think  ye  might  under- 
stand," Kirsteen  said. 

"  Understand  !  it's  easy  enough  to  under- 
stand. Ye've  got  a  silly  notion  in  your  head 
that  ye  cannot  mairry  an  old  man.  Better 
than  you  have  done  it  before  ye,  and  it  would 
be  a  blessing  to  all  your  family,  and  maybe 
help  me  to  live  to  see  some  of  my  boys  come 
back.  But  na,  ye  will  never  think  of  that,  of 
nothing  but  your  own  pleasure.  And  you'll 
see  what  your  father  will  say  to  you,"  said 
Mrs.  Douglas,  with  a  vindictive  satisfaction, 
while  Kirsteen  drew  the  coverlet  over  her 
and  arranged  the  pillow  for  her  head. 

'*  Are  ye  comfortable,  mother  ?  " 

**  Oh,  ay,  as  much  as  I  can  be,  so  little 
considered  as  I  am.  Ye  need  not  wait. 
Put  my  stick  within  my  reach,  I'll  chap  upon 
the  floor  if  I  want  ye,  or  ye  can  send  Mary  If 
it's  too  much  trouble,"  the  angry  mother  said. 
She  had  been  very  tender  up  to  this  point, 
very  anxious  to  show  how  entirely  it  was  for 
everybody's  advantage  that  this  step  should 
be  taken.     But  to  spend  your  strength  thus 
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upon  an  unconvinced  and  unyielding  child  Is 
hard  to  bear,  and  Mrs.  Douglas's  disappoint- 
ment had  turned  to  wrath. 

"  Oh,  mother,"  KIrsteen  said  with  an- 
guish, but  the  remonstrance  met  with  no 
reply  except  a  fretful  ''  Go  away ! "  She 
went  down  stairs  very  slowly  and  reluc- 
tantly to  the  parlour  where  Mary  sat  at  the 
household  mending,  in  all  the  placid  superior- 
ity of  one  who  is  at  peace  with  the  w^orld. 
She  had  rejected  no  one's  advice.  She  had 
not  crossed  her  father  or  her  mother,  or 
disappointed  her  family.  When  Kirsteen  sat 
down  and  took  her  work,  Mary  looked  at  her 
and  gave  utterance  to  a  faint  ''tshish,  tshlsh  " 
of  mild  animadversion,  but  for  some  time 
nothing  was  said.  When  the  silence  was 
broken  it  was  by  a  question  from  Mary, 
"  Ye'll  not  be  expecting  Glendochart  to- 
day ?  " 

"  Me  expecting  him  ?  I  never  expected 
him  !  He  just  came  of  his  own  will," 
Kirsteen  cried,  moved  in  her  anger  and 
wretchedness  to  a  few  hasty  tears. 
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''Well,  well,  I'm  saying  nothing;  but  I 
suppose  he's  not  expected,  if  that's  the  right 
way." 

**  I  know  nothing  about  it,"  said  Kirsteen  : 
which  indeed  was  not  quite  true. 

''  It  was  just  to  tell  Marg'ret  she  need  take 
no  extra  trouble  about  the  scones.  It's  been 
a  great  expense  a  visitor  like  that,  especially 
when  it  comes  to  nothing  :  often  to  his 
dinner,  and  still  oftener  to  his  tea.  And 
always  new  scones  to  be  made,  and  jam  on 
the  table,  and  the  boys  partaking  freely  :  for 
how  could  I  tell  Jock  and  Jamie  before  a 
stranger,  '  It's  no  for  you.'  And  all  to  come 
to  nothing ! "  said  Mary,  holding  up  her 
hands. 

"  What  could  it  have  come  to  ? "  cried 
Kirsteen.  *'  I  think  I  will  be  just  driven  out 
of  my  senses  between  my  mother  and  you." 

*'  Poor  mother,"  said  Mary.  ''  She  had 
just  set  her  heart  upon  it.  It  would  have 
been  a  grand  change  to  her  to  go  and  visit 
ye.  It  would  have  done  her  health  good,  but 
there    are    some    that    never   think  on  such 
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things.  I  just  wish  it  had  been  me  that  had 
got  the  chance." 

"And  so  do  I,  with  all  my  heart,"  cried 
Kirsteen,  with  a  hot  and  angry  blush.  She 
felt  however  that  there  was  something  like 
a  dishonesty,  an  irritating  attempt  to  despoil 
her  of  something  belonging  to  her  in  ^Mary's 
wish. 

"  I  would  have  put  myself  in  the  back- 
ground," said  Mary.  "  I  would  not  have 
thought  w^hether  I  liked  it  or  not.  I  would 
just  have  taken  the  man  however  old  he 
had  been.  I  would  have  said,  it  will  be 
fine  for  my  mother  and  a  good  thing 
for  Kirsteen  and  all  the  bairns  ;  and  I 
would  just  have  taken  him  and  never  said 
a  word." 

"That  would  have  been  pleasant  for  him 
— that  you  should  take  him  for  the  sake  of 
the  family." 

"  He  would  have  been  none  the  wiser," 
said  Mary  composedly.  "  There  would  have 
been  no  necessity  to  tell  him.  And  he  would 
never  have  found  it  out.     They  say  men  are 
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very  vain  ;  they  just  think  ye  are  in 
love  with  them  whether  ye  are  or  not. 
And  I  would  have  managed  Glendochart 
fine.  But  it  was  not  me  that  had  the 
chance." 

Kirsteen  cast  of  gleam  of  mingled  Indigna- 
tion and  contempt  at  her  sister,  who  went 
on  diligently  with  her  mending  while  she 
gave  vent  to  these  sentiments.  Mary  was 
fitting  on  a  patch  upon  one  of  the  boys' 
undergarments,  carefully  laying  it  by  the 
thread.  Her  mending  was  famed  in  the 
family  ;  nobody  made  repairs  so  neatly.  She 
spoke  very  softly,  never  lifting  her  eyes  from 
the  work,  which  indeed  required  all  her  at- 
tention. And  there  is  a  special  power, 
especially  for  irritation,  in  the  words  of  wis- 
dom that  are  thus  addressed  to  one  without 
any  lifting  of  the  eyes. 

"  But  that's  just  the  way  of  the  world," 
Mary  said  with  a  sigh.  "  The  one  that  would 
do  it,  that  would  not  think  of  herself,  but  just 
do  it,  is  never  the  one  that  has  it  in  her 
power.     I've  seen  the   same  thing  many  a 
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time.     The  wilful  one  that  will  please  herself, 
it  is  her  that  folk  seek — " 

Kirsteen's  heart  swelled  high  with  mortifi- 
cation and  pain.  If  there  was  anything  that 
she  had  desired  in  her  visionary  moods  it 
had  been  to  sacrifice  herself,  to  do  some 
great  thing  for  her  mother,  to  be  the  saving 
of  little  Jeanie.  She  had  made  many  a  plan 
how  to  do  this,  how  to  perform  prodigies  for 
them,  to  deliver  them  from  dangers.  In  her 
dreams  she  had  saved  both  from  fire  and 
flood,  from  the  burning  house  w^hich  fancy 
sacrificed  lightly  to  give  her  the  chance  of  a 
piece  of  heroism,  or  from  the  roaring  stream 
when  it  ran  to  its  highest,  cutting  off  Drum- 
carro,  which  was  a  thing  that  had  happened 
once.  And  now  the  smooth  and  smiling 
Mary,  who  would  have  thought  of  nobody  in 
such  a  strait  but  herself,  could  reproach  Kir- 
steen  !  And  it  was  a  true  reproach.  Here 
was  the  way,  with  no  need  to  set  the  house 
on  fire,  or  flood  the  country :  here  was  a 
deliverance  to  be  accomplished,  that  was 
within  her  power,  that  she  could  do  so  easily 
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with  no  trouble  to  any  one  save  to  him  who 
was  far  away,  who  perhaps  would  never  hear 
of  it,  who  might  have  changed  his  mind  and 
forgotten  Kirsteen  long  before  he  heard  of  it. 
All  the  best  part  of  her  seemed  to  rise 
against  Kirsteen,  demanding  of  her  this 
sacrifice.  Oh,  it  was  so  easy  to  do  it  in  your 
head,  to  make  a  sacrifice  of  everything  when 
nothing  was  wanted ! — but  when  the  time 
came — 

And  as  if  this  was  not  enough,  litde  Jeanie 
came  running  after  Kirsteen  when  the  poor 
girl  escaped  and  wandered  out  again  towards 
the  linn  in  hope  of  a  little  soothing  from 
Nature — Jeanie  stole  her  hand  into  Kirsteen's 
and  rubbed  her  golden  locks  against  her 
sister's  sleeve,  ''  When  ye  go  to  Glendochart 
take  me  with  you,"  said  Jeanie,  ''  Oh,  I 
would  like  to  live  in  a  grand  house.  I  would 
like  a  powney  to  ride,  and  to  play  upon 
the  harpsichord  as  my  mother  did  when 
she  was  young.  They  say  ye'll  be  very 
rich,  Kirsteen,  when  you  go  with  Glen- 
dochart." 
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'^  But  I  will  never  go  with  Glendochart ! " 
Kirsteen  cried. 

"  Oh,  will  ye  no  ?  And  why  will  ye  no, 
Kirsteen  ?  Will  ye  send  him  away  ?  Oh, 
you  could  never  be  so  cruel  as  to  do  that ! 
Will  he  come  here  no  more  ? — and  everything 
be  just  as  it  used  to  be  ?  Oh,  Kirsteen ! " 
cried  Jeanie,  "  I  wish  you  would  marry 
Glendochart ! — I  would  if  it  was  me.  He  is 
the  kindest  man  in  the  whole  world.  He 
speaks  to  me  as  if  he  was — No,  fathers  are 
not  kind  like  that.  I  like  him,  Kirsteen,  I 
am  awfu'  fond  of  him  ;  and  so  is  Jock  and 
Jamie — Oh,  I  wish  ye  would  change  your 
mind !  " 

"  But,  Jeanie,  ye  would  not  wish  me  to  be 
meeserable,''  cried  poor  Kirsteen. 

"  No,"  said  Jeanie — but  she  added  with 
youthful  philosophy,  ''  you  wouldna  be 
meeserable  when  me  and  the  rest  were  so 
happy.  And  it  is  us  that  will  be  meeser- 
able if  you  send  him  away  that  has  been  so 
good  to  us  all.  And  how  would  ye  like 
that  ?  " 

VOL.    I.  R 
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Jeanie  s  small  voice  became  almost  stern  as 
she  asked  the  question,  *'  How  would  ye  like 
that? — to  make  all  the  rest  meeserable — 
w^hen  the  alternative  was  nothing  more  than 
being  meeserable  yourself  ?  "  Kirsteen  had 
nothing  to  say  against  that  logic.  She  told 
Jeanie  to  run  to  a  certain  drawer  where 
she  would  find  some  oranges  and  share 
them  with  the  boys.  They  were  Glen- 
dochart's  oranges  like  everything  pleasant  in 
the  house.  And  he  was  the  kindest  man  in 
the  world.  And  he  would  be  miserable 
too  as  well  as  her  mother  and  Jeanie  and 
the  laddies.  ''  Oh,  poor  Kirsteen,  with 
all  her  best  feelings  turning  traitors  to 
her  !  would  it  not  be  far  easier  to  consent 
and  make  them  all  happy,  and  just  be 
miserable  herself  ? 

But  she  was  not  to  be  left  free  even  now. 
Before  she  had  gof  to  the  side  of  the  linn,  to 
be  deafened  with  the  roar  and  drenched  with 
the  spray,  which  were  the  only  things  she 
could  think  of  in  which  any  solace  was, 
Marg'ret  coming  round  the  back  of  the  house 
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Interrupted  her  on  her  way,  ''  Where  are  ye 
going,  down  by  the  linn  to  get  your  death  of 
cold  and  maybe  an  accident  into  the  bargain  ? 
You  have  nothing  upon  your  head,  and  no 
gloves  on  your  arms,  and  the  grass  is  drookit. 
No,  my  bonny  lamb,  ye  must  not  go  there." 

"  Let  me  be,  Marg'ret.  What  do  I  care  ! 
If  I  get  my  death  it  will  be  all  the  better  ; 
but  I'll  no  get  my  death." 

''  Lord,  save  us,  to  hear  her  speak  !  Ye'll 
no  get  your  death, — it's  just  a  figure  of 
speech  ;  but  ye  may  get  the  cauld  or  a  sair 
throat,  or  something  that  will  settle  on  your 
chest,  and  that's  as  bad.  What  for  would  ye 
go  and  tempt  Providence  ?  Come  into  my 
bonny  kitchen  that  is  all  redd  up  and  like  a 
new  pin,  and  get  a  good  warm." 

"  Neither  warm  nor  cold  is  of  any  conse- 
quence to  me,"  said  Kirsteen,  ''  if  folk  would 
just  leave  me  alone." 

"  What's  the  maitter  with  my  bonny  doo  ? 
Many  a  time  you've  come  to  Marg'ret  with 
your  trouble  and  we've  found  a  way  out 
of  it." 

R    2 
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"  I  see  no  way  out  of  it,"  said  Kirsteen. 
She  had  reached  that  point  of  young  despair 
when  comfort  or  consolation  is  an  additional 
aggravation  of  the  evil.  She  preferred  to  be 
told  that  everything  was  over,  and  that  there 
was  no  hope. 

"  Ye  may  tell  me  a'  the  same,"  said 
Marg'ret,  putting  her  arm  round  her  nursling 
and  drawing  her  close.  "  It's  about  auld 
Glendochart,  that's  plain  for  all  the  world 
to  see." 

"  You  call  him  auld  Glendochart,"  cried 
Kirsteen. 

''  Weel,  and  what  would  I  call  him  ?  He's 
auld  compared  to  the  like  of  you.  He's  no 
blate  to  come  here  with  his  grey  pow  and 
choose  the  best  of  the  flock.  But  dinna  break 
your  heart  for  that,  Kirsteen.  Ye  must  say 
to  him  that  ye  canna  have  him.  He  will 
take  a  telling.  A  man  of  that  age  he 
kens  most  things  in  this  world.  He  will 
just  mount  his  horse  again,  and  ride 
away." 

'*  It's  easy  speaking,"  cried  Kirsteen,  "but 
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it's  me  that  dare  not  say  a  word.  For  my 
father  is  just  red  weed,  and  will  have  it, 
Marg'ret.  And  my  mother,  she  w^ants  it  too. 
And  all  of  them  they  are  upon  me  because  1 
cannot  consent  :  for  oh,  I  cannot  consent  ! — 
whatever  folk  may  think  or  say,  it's  just 
this,  that  I  cannot  do  it.  I  would  sooner 
die." 

"  There  is  nobody  that  will  force  you," 
said  Marg'ret.  "  Dinna  lose  heart,  my  bonny 
bairn.  The  laird  himself  is  very  fierce  some- 
times, but  his  bark  is  worse  than  his  bite. 
Na,  na,  ye  must  just  keep  up  your  heart. 
Glendochart  will  soon  see,  he  will  let  nobody 
force  ye.  Things  like  that  never  come  to  pass 
noo.  They're  just  a  relic  of  the  auld  times. 
Maybe  the  auld  Douglases  that  we  hear  so 
much  about,  that  had  the  rights  of  fire  and 
sword,  and  dark  towers  and  dungeons  to 
shut  ye  up  in,  might  have  done  it.  But 
where  would  he  shut  ye  up  here  ?  There's 
no  a  lock  to  any  room  door  in  this  house !  " 
Marg'ret's  laugh  had  a  cheerful  sound  in  the 
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air,  it  broke  the  spell.  ''Your  father  may 
want  to  frighten  you,  and  bring  ye  to  his  will 
— but  he  will  do  nae  mair  ;  and  as  for  the 
mistress,  she  will  reproach  ye  for  a  day  and 
then  it'll  be  a'  done." 

Kirsteen  was  obliged  to  confess  that  there 
was  something  in  this.  Her  mother  had  been 
in  despair  for  twenty-four  hours,  and  "just 
her  ordinary  "  the  day  after  on  many  previous 
occasions.  It  might  all  ''blow  over"  as 
Marg'ret  said,  especially  if  Glendochart 
should  see  with  his  own  eyes  how  little  dis- 
posed was  the  bride  whom  the  family  were  so 
anxious  to  put  into  his  arms.  No  doubt  his 
feelings  would  be  hurt,  which  was  a  thing 
Kirsteen  did  not  like  to  think  of  But  some- 
body must  suffer  it  was  clear,  and  if  so, 
perhaps  it  was  better  that  it  should  be 
Glendochart  who  was  an  old  man,  and  no 
doubt  used  to  it,  and  who  was  also  a  rich 
man,  and  could  go  away  and  divert  himself 
as  Marg'ret  suggested. 

Marg'ret  was   of  opinion   that   though   it 
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might  hurt  his  feelings  it  was  not  likely  at  his 
age  that  it  would  break  his  heart.  For  hearts 
are  more  fragile  at  twenty  than  at  sixty — at 
least  in  that  way. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

Marg'ret  had  said  with  truth  that  the 
troubles  of  her  young  favourite  had  often 
been  smoothed  away  after  a  consultation  with 
herself.  The  best  of  us  have  our  weak  points, 
and  the  excellent  Marg'ret  was  perhaps  a 
little  vain  of  the  faculty  of  "  seeing  a  way  out 
of  it,"  which  she  believed  herself  to  possess. 
She  had  seen  a  way  out  of  it  in  many  family 
tribulations  which  had  a  way  of  appearing  less 
desperate  when  she  took  them  in  hand. 
And  her  last  grand  success  in  respect  to  the 
ball  at  the  Castle  had  no  doubt  added  to  her 
confidence  in  herself.  But  after  having 
turned  it  over  in  her  mind  for  the  best  part 
of  the  night  Marg'ret  found  that  even  her 
courage  did  not  sustain  her  when  she  thought 


CH.  XV.  KIRSTEEN.  249 

of  confronting  Drumcarro  and  requiring  of 
him  that  he  should  give  up  the  marriage  on 
which  he  had  evidently  set  his  heart. 
Marg'ret  was  conscious  that  she  was  herself 
partly  to  blame  :  had  she  not  set  before  him 
in  the  famous  argument  about  the  ball  the 
fact  that  in  no  other  way  was  there  any 
likelihood  of  finding  "a  man"  for  either  of 
his  daughters  ?  Alas,  the  man  had  been  too 
easy  to  find,  and  how  was  she  to  confront 
him  now  and  bid  him  let  go  his  prize  ? 
Marg'ret's  heart  sank,  though  it  was  not 
given  to  sinking.  She  lay  awake  half  the 
niorht  turninor  it  over  and  over  in  her  mind, 
first  representing  to  herself  under  every  light 
the  possible  argument  with  Drumcarro  and 
what  he  would  say,  and  what  she  would  say. 
She  heard  herself  remonstrating,  ''  Sir,  ye 
canna  force  your  ain  bairn,  to  make  her 
meeserable,"  and  the  response,  "  What  the 
deevil  have  you  to  do  with  it,  if  I  make  her 
meeserable  or  no  ?  "  She  had  been  c/a7is  son 
droit  when  she  had  interfered  about  the 
muslin  gowns  and  the  ball,  and  the  necessity 
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of  letting  the  young  ladies  be  seen  in  the 
world — but  who  was  she  to  meddle  with  a 
marriage  when  everybody  was  pleased  but 
just  the  poor  lassie  herself?  A  poor  lassie 
will  change  her  mind  as  Marg'ret  knew,  and 
will  sometimes  be  very  thankful  to  those  who 
opposed  her  foolish  youth,  and  made  her  do 
what  turned  out  to  be  so  good  for  her. 
There  was  nothing  so  little  to  be  calculated 
upon,  as  the  sentiments  of  a  girl  whose 
position  would  be  unspeakably  improved  by 
marriage,  and  whose  silly  bits  of  feeling 
might  change  at  any  moment.  It  is  true  that 
Kirsteen  was  not  silly  but  full  of  sense  far 
beyond  her  years.  But  even  she  might 
change  her  mind,  and  who  could  doubt  that 
Drumcarro's  daughter  would  be  far  better  off 
as  Glendochart's  wife  ? 

All  this  "  dautoned  "  Marg'ret  as  she  would 
herself  have  said.  She  beg^an  even  to  elide 
away  from  her  conviction  that  the  master 
must  be  wrong.  This  is  a  fine  working 
sentiment,  and  helps  to  surmount  many  diffi- 
culties, but  when  a  reasonable  soul  is  smitten 
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by  hesitation  and  feels  that  it  is  possible  for 
even  a  habitual  wrongdoer  to  be  for  once  in 
the  ri2:ht,  it  takes  the  stren^rth  out  of  all 
eftbrt.  Finding  herself  less  and  less  likelv  to 
be  able  with  any  comfort  to  object.  Alarg'ret 
began  instinctively  to  turn  to  the  other  side 
of  the  question  ;  and  she  found  there  was  a 
o-reat  deal  to  be  said  on  that  other  side. 
Glendochart  was  old — but  after  all  he  was  not 
so  dreadfullv  old,  not  in  the  stao-e  of  extreme 
age,  as  Kirsteen  supposed.  He  was  a  '•  per- 
sonable man."  He  would  give  his  young 
wife  everything  that  heart  of  woman  (in 
Argyllshire*  could  desire.  She  would  have  a 
carriao-e  to  drive  about  in  and  a  saddle-horse 
to  ride.  She  would  get  a  spinet,  or  a  harp- 
sichord, or  the  new-fanq-led  thin^  that  was 
called  a  piany  to  play  upon  if  she  pleased  ; 
and  as  many  books  as  she  could  set  her  face 
to  ;  and  mavbe  a  sic-ht  of  London  and  the 
King's  court,  "decent  man!  if  he  were  but 
weel  ao-ain,"  said  Mar^"ret  to  herself,  for  the 
name  of  the  Prince  Regent  was  not  in  good 
odour.      All  this  would  be   Kirsteen's    if  she 
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could  but  just  get  over  that  feellngabout  theold 
man.  And  after  all  Marg'ret  went  on,  reasoning 
herself  into  a  more  and  more  perfect  adoption 
of  the  only  practicable  side,  he  was  not  such 
an  old  man.  Two  or  three  years  younger  than 
Drumcarro — and  Drumcarro  had  life  enouo^h 
in  him,  just  a  very  born  devil  as  fierce  as  ever 
he  was.  They  would  be  bold  that  would  call  the 
laird  an  old  man,  and  Glendochart  was  three  at 
least,  maybe  five  years  younger.  Not  an  old 
man  at  all — just  a  little  over  his  prime  ;  and 
a  well-made  personable  man,  doing  every- 
thing that  the  youngest  did,  riding  every  day 
and  out  stalking  on  the  hills  in  the  season, 
and  hurling,  as  Kirsteen  herself  had  allowed, 
with  the  best.  When  everything  was  done 
and  said  what  should  hinder  her  to  take 
Glendochart  ?  He  was  a  far  finer  gentleman 
than  anybody  that  Kirsteen  was  likely  to 
meet  with.  He  was  a  good  man,  everybody 
said.  He  was  what  you  might  call  a  near 
kinsman  of  the  Duke's,  not  more  than  four 
or  five  times  removed.  She  would  be  in  the 
best  of  company  at  Glendochart,  invited  out 
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to  dinner,  and  to  all  the  diversions  that  were 
going.  What  could  a  lassie  want  more  ? 
Marg'ret  woke  in  the  morning  in  a  great 
hurry,  having  overslept  herself  after  a  wakeful 
night,  with  the  same  conviction  in  her  mind 
which  was  so  strongly  impressed  upon  all  the 
others.  It  was  just  for  everybody's  advantage 
that  Kirsteen  should  marry  Glendochart,  and 
for  her  own  most  of  all. 

Kirsteen  herself  had  been  much  calmed 
and  invigorated  by  her  consultation  with 
Marg'ret.  That  authority  had  made  so  little 
of  the  obstacles  and  the  dangers,  as  if  it  would 
be  the  easiest  thing  in  the  world  to  shake  off 
Glendochart,  and  convince  Drumcarro  that 
nothing  could  be  done.  For  the  moment 
Kirsteen's  heart  rose.  She  was  accustomed 
to  put  great  trust  in  Mar'gret,  to  see  her 
cheerful  assurances  more  or  less  justified. 
INI  any  a  storm  had  blown  over  which  had 
filled  the  girl  with  terror,  but  which  Marg'ret 
had  undertaken  should  come  to  nothing.  And 
if  that  was  what  Marg'ret  thought  now,  all 
might  be  well.     That  day  Kirsteen  bore  her- 
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self  with  great  courage,  getting  back  her 
colour,  and  singing  about  the  house  as  was 
her  wont,  though  It  was  only  by  a  great  effort 
that  she  dismissed  the  foreboding  from  her 
heart.  And  this  brave  front  she  kept  up 
heroically  during  the  greater  part  of  the  week 
of  Glendochart's  absence,  finding  her  best 
help  in  silence  and  a  determined  avoidance  of 
the  subject — but  the  courage  oozed  out  at 
her  finger  tips  as  the  days  stole  away.  They 
seemed  to  go  like  conspirators  one  by  one 
bringing  her  near  the  dreadful  moment  which 
she  could  not  avoid.  It  had  been  on  Thursday 
that  her  father  had  spoken  to  her,  and  now 
the  week  had  gone  all  but  a  day.  Kirsteen 
had  just  realized  this  with  a  sick  fluttering  at 
her  heart,  as  she  stood  at  the  door  watching 
the  ruddy  colours  of  the  sunset  die  out  of  the 
heavens.  Something  of  the  feeling  of  the 
condemned  who  watches  his  last  sun  setting 
had  come  into  her  mind  in  spite  of  her- 
self :  what  might  have  happened  to  her 
before  to-morrow  ?  Would  her  father's 
curse  be  on  her,  or  the   still  heavier  malison 
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of  a  creature  mansworn,  false  to  her  dearest 
vow  ? 

While  she  was  thus  musing,  all  her  fictitious 
courage  forsaking  her,  she  felt  herself  sud- 
denly and  roughly  caught  by  the  arm  from 
behind.  "Well,"  said  her  father,  "are  ye 
thinking  what  ye'll  say  to  your  joe  ?  He's  to 
be  here  to-morrow  to  his  dinner,  and  he'll 
expect  to  find  all  settled.  Have  ye  fixed  with 
your  mother  about  the  day  ?  " 

"  Father,"  cried  Kirsteen  in  a  wild  sudden 
panic,  "  you  know  what  I  said  to  ye.  There's 
no  day  to  be  settled.  I  will  tell  him  I  cannot 
do  it.  I  cannot  do  it.  There's  no  question 
about  a  day." 

He  swung  her  round  with  that  iron  grasp 
upon  her  arm  so  that  she  faced  him.  His 
fierce  eyes  blazed  upon  her  with  a  red  light 
from  under  his  heavy  eyelids.  "  Dare  to  say 
a  word  but  what  I  tell  ye,  and  I'll  dash  ye — 
in  pieces  like  a  potter's  vessel ! "  cried  Drum- 
carro,  taking  the  first  similitude  that  occurred 
to  him.  He  shook  her  as  he  spoke,  her 
frame,  though  it  was  well-knit  and  vigorous^ 
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quivering  In  his  grasp.  **  Just  say  a  word 
more  of  your  damned .  nonsense  and  I'll  lay 
ye  at  my  feet ! " 

KIrsteen's  heart  fluttered  to  her  throat  with 
a  sickening  terror  ;  but  she  looked  him  In  the 
face  with  what  steadiness  she  could  command, 
and  a  dumb  resolution.  The  threat  gave  her 
back  a  sense  of  something  unconquerable  in 
her,  although  every  limb  shook. 

"Yell  see  Glendochart  when  he  comes 
— In  my  presence — ye'll  have  the  day  fixed 
and  all  put  In  order.  Or  If  ye  want  to 
appear  like  a  woman  and  not  a  petted  bairn 
before  your  man  that  is  to  be,  you'll  settle 
it  yourself.  I  give  you  full  liberty  If  you'll 
behave  yourself.  But  hearken,"  he  said, 
giving  her  another  shake,  "  I'll  have  no 
confounded  nonsense.  If  ye  go  against  me 
In  a  strange  man's  presence  and  expose  the 
family,  I  will  just  strike  ye  down  at  my  feet, 
let  what  will  come  of  It.  Do  you  hear  what 
I  say  ?  " 

"  He  will  not  let  you  strike  me,"  she  cried 
in  terror,  yet  defiance. 
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''  Ye'll  be  at  my  feet  before  he  has  the 
chance,"  cried  Drumcarro.  "  And  who's 
will  be  the  wyte  if  your  father,  the  last  of 
the  Douglases,  should  be  dragged  to  a  jail 
for  you  ?  If  ye  expose  my  family  to  scorn 
and  shame,  I'll  do  it  more.  Do  you  hear 
me  ?  Now  go  and  settle  it  with  your  mother," 
he  said,  suddenly  letting  her  go.  Kirsteen, 
thrown  backward  by  the  unexpected  libera- 
tion, fell  back  with  a  dizzying  shock  against 
the  lintel  of  the  door.  She  lay  against  it 
for  a  moment  sick  and  giddy,  the  light  fading 
from  her  eyes  ;  and  for  a  minute  or  two 
Kirsteen  thought  she  was  going  to  die. 
It  is  a  conviction  that  comes  easily  at  such 
a  crisis.  It  seemed  to  the  girl  so  much  the 
best  way  out  of  it,  just  to  be  done  with 
it  all. 

"  The  only  art  her  guilt  to  cover, 

To  hide  her  shame  from  every  eye. 
To  bring  repentance  to  her  lover. 
And  wring  his  bosom — " 

Poor   Kirsteen  had  no  guilt,  nor  had  she 
any  clear  apprehension  what  this  meant,  or 
VOL.    I.  s 
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what  guilt  it  was — it  might  have  been  only 
the  guilt  of  disobedience,  the  shame  of 
exposing  the  family  for  anything  she  knew  ; 
but  the  words  flashed  through  her  mind  in 
her  half-faint,  lying  speechless  against  the 
door.  It  would  bring  repentance  to  them 
all  and  wring  their  bosoms — it  would  save 
the  shame  of  a  disturbance  and  the  dreadful 
sight  of  a  struggle  between  father  and 
daughter.     The  only  art — just  to  die. 

He  had  said,  "  Go  to  your  mother." 
This  came  vaguely  back  to  her  mind  as  she 
came  to  herself.  Her  mother — no,  her 
mother  would  say  just  the  same,  they  would 
all  say  the  same.  She  had  no  one  to  go  to. 
Then  Kirsteen's  gradually  quickening  senses 
heard  something  which  sounded  like  an 
approaching  footstep.  She  roused  herself 
in  a  moment,  and  still  sick  and  faint,  with 
a  singing  in  her  ears,  turned  and  fled — not 
to  her  mother,  to  Marg'ret  in  the  kitchen, 
who  was  her  only  hope. 

The    kitchen  was,   as    Marg'ret  had  said 
"  like  a  new  pin"  at  that  hour,  all  clean  and 
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bright,  the  fire  made  up,  the  hearth  swept, 
the  traces  of  dinner  all  cleared  away.  It 
was  the  moment  when  Marg'ret  could  sit 
down  to  needlework  or  spell  out  some  old, 
old  newspaper  which  even  the  minister  had 
done  with  ;  her  assistant  Merran  was  out 
in  the  byre  looking  after  the  kye,  and 
Marg'ret  was  alone.  When  Kirsteen  rushed 
in  unsteadily  and  threw  herself  down  in  the 
big  wooden  chair  by  the  fireside,  Marg'ret 
was  threading  a  needle  which  was  a  work  of 
patience.  But  this  sudden  Invasion  dis- 
tracted her  completely  and  made  her  lay 
down  both  thread  and  needle  with  a  sigh. 

**  My  bonny  woman  !  What  is  the  matter 
now  ?  " 

"  Marg'ret,  I  nearly  fainted  standing 
against  the  door." 

"  Fainted  !  bless  the  bairn  !  na,  na,  no  so 
bad  as  that.  Your  head's  cool  and  so  Is 
your  hand.     W^hat  w^as  It,  Kirsteen  ?  " 

"  Or  nearly  died  would  be  more  like  It, 
and  that  would  maybe  have  been  the  best.' 
And  then  with  moist    eyes    fixed    upon  her 


26o  KIRSTEEN.  chap. 

anxious  companion  and  a  tremulous  smile 
about  her  mouth  Kirsteen  repeated  her 
verse — 

*'  The  only  art  her  guilt  to  cover, 

To  hide  her  shame  from  every  eye, 
To  bring  repentance  to  her  lover. 
And  wring  his  bosom — is  to  die." 

''  Kirsteen  !  what  is  that  you  are  saying  ?  " 
cried  Marg'ret,  a  sudden  flush  showing  even 
upon  her  ruddy  colour.  "  Guilt  and  shame  ! 
What  have  those  dreadfu'  things  to  do  with 
you  ? " 

"  I  am  disobeying  both  father  and  mother," 
said  the  girl  solemnly,  ''  isna  that  guilt  ?  And 
oh,  it's  shaming  all  belonging  to  me  to  stand 
against  them  ;  but  I  canna  help  it,  I  canna 
help  it.  Oh,  Marg'ret,  hide  me  from  him, 
find  me  a  place  to  go  to  !  What  will  I  do ! 
what  will  I  do  ! " 

'*  My  dear,  my  dear  !  "  said  Marg'ret,  "  you 
make  my  heart  sair.  What  can  I  say  to 
you  ?  I  have  ever  taken  your  pairt  as  you 
ken  weel — but  oh,  my  bonny  woman,  I 
canna  but  think  you're  a  little  unreasonable. 
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What  ails  you  at  Glendochart  ?  He's  a  good 
man  and  an  honourable  man,  and  it  would 
please  everybody.  To  think  so  much  of 
his  age  when  there's  no  other  objection  is 
not  like  you  that  had  always  such  sense. 
And  ye  would  be  far  happier,  Kirsteen,  in  a 
house  of  your  own.  Because  there's  white 
on  his  head  is  that  a  cause  to  turn  your  heart 
from  a  good  man  ?  " 

Kirsteen  said  nothing  for  a  moment  : 
she  looked  with  wistful  eyes  and  a  faint 
smile  in  Marg'ret's  face,  shaking  her  head  ; 
then  suddenly  rising  up  went  away  out  of 
the  kitchen,  hurrying  as  much  as  her  limbs, 
still  feeble  with  the  late  shock  and  struggle, 
would  let  her.  Marg'ret  stood  aghast  while 
her  hurried  irregular  step  was  audible  going 
up  stairs. 

"  Now  I  have  just  angered  her,"  said 
Marg'ret  to  herself,  "  and  cast  back  her  bit 
heart  upon  herself,  and  made  her  feel  she 
has  no  true  friend.  Will  I  go  after  her, — 
or  will  I  wait  till  she  comes  back  ?  " 

This  question   was  settled  for  her  as  she 
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stood  listening  and  uncertain,  by  the  sound 
of  Kirsteen's  return.  Marg'ret  listened 
eagerly  while  she  came  down  stairs  again 
step  by  step.  She  came  into  the  kitchen 
with  the  same  vague  deprecating  smile  upon 
her  face.  She  had  a  little  Testament  in  its 
blue  boards  in  her  hand.  She  said  nothing, 
but  opening  it  held  out  to  her  faithful  adviser 
the  fly-leaf  upon  which  there  stood  the  initials 
together  of  R.  D.  and  C.  D.,  connected  wath 
the  feeble  pencilling  of  the  runic  knot. 
Kirsteen  said  not  a  word,  but  held  it  out 
open,  pointing  to  this  simple  symbol  with 
her  other  hand.  "  R.  D.,"  said  Marg'ret, 
*'  wha  is  that  ?  CD.,  that  will  just  stand 
for  yourself.  It's  not  one  of  Robbie's  books 
— it's — it's — Oh  !  "  she  cried  with  sudden 
enlightenment,  "now  I  understand!" 

Kirsteen  put  the  little  page  solemnly  to 
her  trembling  lips,  a  tear  almost  dropped 
upon  it,  but  she  shut  the  book  quickly  that 
no  stain  should  come  upon  it,  even  of  a  tear. 
She  did  not  say  a  word  during  this  little 
tender  revelation  of  her  heart,  but  turned  her 
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eyes  and  her  faint  propitiatory  smile  to 
Marg'ret  as  if  there  was  no  more  to  be 
said. 

''  And  this  has  been  In  your  heart  all  the 
time  !  "  cried  Marg'ret,  drying  her  eyes  with 
her  apron.  ''  I  thought  of  that,  twa-three 
times.  There  was  something  In  his  look 
yon  day  he  gaed  away,  but  I  never  said  a 
word,  for  who  can  tell  ?  And  this  was  In  your 
heart  a'  the  time  ?  " 

*'  He  said,  '  Will  ye  wait  till  I  come  back  ?  ' 
and  I  said,  '  That  I  will  ! ' "  said  KIrsteen, 
but  very  softly,  the  sweetness  of  the  re- 
collection coming  back  to  soothe  her  in  the 
midst  of  all  the  pain. 

"  And  that's  how  they've  tied  their  lives, 
thae  young  things ! "  said  Marg'ret  also  with 
a  kind  of  solemnity.  "  A  word  spoken  that 
Is  done  In  a  moment,  and  after  that — a'  thae 
long  and  weary  years — and  maybe  for  all 
they  ken  never  to  see  Ilk  Ither  again." 

''And  If  It  should  be  so,"  said  KIrsteen, 
"  It  would  just  be  for  death  instead  of  life, 
and  all  the  same." 
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"  Oh,  weel  I  ken  that,"  said  Marg'ret 
shaking  her  head.  She  made  a  pause,  and 
then  she  added  hurriedly,  "  What's  to  be 
done  with  you,  lassie  ?  If  Glendochart's 
coming  the  morn  to  mairry  ye  there's  no 
time  to  be  lost." 

"  Marg'ret,  I  will  just  go  away." 

'*  Where  will  ye  go  to  ?  I  t's  easy  speaking  : 
a  creature  like  you  cannot  travel  the  country- 
side like  a  servant  lass  going  to  a  new  place. 
And  ye've  nae  friends  that  will  take  such  a 
charge.  Miss  Eelen  would  be  frightened  out 
of  her  wits.  I  know  nobody  that  will  help 
you  but  Glendochart  himself — and  you 
couldna  go  to  him." 

''  What  is  that  letter  on  the  table,  Marg'ret, 
and  who  is  it  from  ?  " 

''  The  letter  ?  What's  in  the  letter  ?  Can 
ye  think  of  that  at  sic  a  moment  ?  It's  a 
letter  from  my  sister  Jean." 

''  Marg'ret,  that's  just  where  I  am 
going  !  I  see  it  all  in  a  flash  like  lightning. 
I  am  going  to  London  to  your  sister 
Jean." 
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**  The  bairn   is   clean  out  of  her  senses  !  " 
cried  Marg'ret  almost  with  a  scream. 

And  then  they  stood  and  looked  at  each 
other  for  a  long  rapid  minute,  interchanging 
volumes  in  the  silent  meeting  of  their  eyes. 
Kirsteen  had  sprung  in  a  moment  from  the 
agitated  creature  who  had  come  to  Marg'ret 
to  be  hidden,  to  be  sheltered,  not  knowing 
what  could  be  done  with  her,  to  the  quick- 
witted, high-spirited  girl  she  was  by  nature, 
alive  with  purpose  and  strong  intuition,  fear- 
ing nothing.  And  Marg'ret  read  all  this  new 
world  of  meaning  in  the  girl's  eyes  more 
surely  than  words  could  have  told  her.  She 
saw  the  sudden  flash  of  the  resolution,  the 
clearing  away  of  all  clouds,  the  rise  of  the 
natural  courage,  the  Kirsteen  of  old  whom 
nothing  could  "  dauton  "  coming  back.  "  Oh, 
my  lamb  !  "  she  breathed  under  her  breath. 

"  There's  not  a  moment  to  be  lost,"  said 
Kirsteen,  '*  for  I  must  go  in  the  morning 
before  anybody  is  up.  And  ye  must  not  tell 
a  living  creature  but  keep  my  secret,  Marg'ret. 
For  go  I  must,  there  is  no  other  thing  to  do. 


266  KIRSTEEN.  chap. 

And  maybe  I  will  never  come  back.  My 
father  will  never  forgive  me.  I  will  be  like 
Anne  cut  off  from  the  family.  But  go  I 
must,  for  no  more  can  I  bide  here.  Give  me 
the  letter  from  your  sister  to  let  her  see  it's 
me  when  I  get  there.  And  give  me  your 
blessing,  Marg'ret — It's  all  the  blessing  1  will 
get.     And  let  me  go  !  " 

''  Not  to-night,  Kirsteen  !  " 

"No,  not  to-night ;  but  early — early  in  the 
morning  before  daylight.  Dinna  say  a  w^ord 
— not  a  word.  It's  all  clear  before  me.  I'll 
beat  nobody's  charges,  I'll  fend  for  myself ; 
and  your  sister  Jean  will  show  me  the  way." 

There  was  another  silence  during  which 
Kirsteen,  quite  regardless  of  the  rights  of 
propriety  which  existed  no  more  between 
Marg'ret  and  herself  than  between  mother 
and  daughter,  took  possession  of  Miss  Jean 
Brown's  letter,  while  Marg'ret  stood  reflect- 
ing, entirely  alarmed  by  the  revelation  made 
to  her,  and  by  the  sudden  re-birth  of  the 
vehement  young  creature  who  had  been  for 
a  time  so  subdued  and  broken  down  by  her 
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first  contest  with  the  world.  To  keep  Kir- 
steen  back  was,  in  the  circumstances  and 
with  the  strong  convictions  of  the  Scotch 
serving  woman  as  to  the  force  of  a  troth- 
pHght  and  the  binding  character  of  a  vow, 
impossible.  But  to  let  her  go  thus  unfriended, 
unaided,  alone  into  an  unknown  world,  far 
more  unknown  to  Marg'ret  than  the  ends  of 
the  earth  would  be  to  her  representative  now, 
was  somethinof  more  than  could  be  borne. 
She  suddenly  exclaimed  in  a  sharp  tone  with 
a  cruel  hope  :  "  And  where  are  ye  to  get  the 
siller?  It's  mad  and  mad  enough  any  way, 
but  madder  still  without  a  penny  in  your 
pocket.  How  are  ye  to  get  to  London  with- 
out money  ?     It's  just  impossible." 

''  I  can  walk,  others  have  done  it  before 
me.  I'm  well  and  strong  and  a  grand 
walker,"  said  Kirsteen,  but  not  till  after  a 
pause  of  consternation,  this  consideration  not 
having  crossed  her  mind  before. 

"  Walk !  it's  just  hundreds  of  miles,  and 
takes  a  week  in  the  coach,"  cried  Marg'ret. 
"  Ye  cannot  walk,  no  to  say  ye  would  want 
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money  even  then,  for  I'm  no  supposing  that 
you  mean  to  beg  your  bread  from  door  to 
door.  Without  money  ye  canna  go  a  step. 
I'll  not  permit  it.  Have  ye  anything  of  your 
ain  ?  " 

*'  I  have  the  gold  guinea  my  grandmother 
left  me  in  her  will  ;  but  I  have  no  more. 
How  should  I  have  any  more  ?" 

Marg'ret  stood  for  a  moment  undecided, 
while  Kirsteen  waited  a  little  eager,  a  little 
expectant  like  a  child.  It  did  not  occur  to 
her  to  deprecate  help  from  Marg'ret  as  a 
more  high-minded  heroine  might  have  done. 
Marg'ret  was  a  little  Providence  at  Drumcarro. 
She  had  store  of  everything  that  the  children 
wanted,  and  had  been  their  resource  all  their 
lives.  And  Kirsteen  had  not  realized  the 
difference  between  money  and  other  indis- 
pensable things.  She  waited  like  a  child, 
following  Marg'ret  with  her  eyes  until  some 
expedient  should  be  thought  of.  She  breathed 
a  sigh  of  suspense  yet  expectation  when 
Marg'ret  hurried  away  to  her  bedroom  at  the 
back  of  the  house,  seating  herself  again  in  the 


XV.  KIRSTEEN.  269 

big  chair  to  wait,  not  impatiently,  for  the 
solution  of  the  problem.  Marg'ret  came 
back  after  a  few  minutes  with  a  work-box  in 
her  hand.  All  kinds  of  things  had  come  out 
of  that  box  in  the  experience  of  the  children 
at  Drumcarro,  things  good  and  evil,  little 
packets  of  powders  for  childish  maladies, 
sweeties  to  be  taken  after  the  nauseous 
mouthful,  needles  and  thimbles  and  scissors 
when  these  needful  implements  had  all  been 
lost,  as  happened  periodically,  even  a  ribbon 
or  a  pair  of  gloves  in  times  of  direst  need. 
She  began  to  turn  over  the  well-remembered 
contents — old  buttons,  hooks  and  eyes  from 
old  gowns  long  departed,  MargVet's  two 
brooches  that  formed  all  her  jewellery,  wrap- 
ped up  in  separate  pieces  of  paper.  **  My 
sister  Jean,"  said  Marg'ret  with  her  head 
bent  over  the  box,  "  has  often  bidden  me  to 
come  and  see  her  in  London  town.  You 
ken  why  I  couldna  go.  I  couldna  thole  to 
leave  you  that  are  leavin'  me  without  a  tear. 
And  she  sent  me  what  would  do  for  my 
chairges.     It  was  never  touched  by  me.      It 
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took  me  a  great  deal  of  trouble  to  get  Scotch 
notes  for  it,  and  here  it  is  at  the  bottom  of 
my  box  with  many  an  auld  relic  on  the  top  of 
it — just  a'  I'll  have  of  ye  when  yeVe  got  your 
will,"  said  Marg'ret,  a  tear  dropping  among 
the  miscellaneous  articles  in  the  box.  She 
took  from  the  bottom  a  little  parcel  in  an  old 
letter,  folded  square  and  written  closely  to  the 
very  edge  of  the  seal.  "  Hae  !  take  it !  and 
ye  maun  just  do  with  it  what  pleasures 
yoursel',"  Marg'ret  cried. 
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Globe  Svo. 

HISTORICAL  COURSE  FOR  SCHOOLS. 
Ed.  by  Edw.  A.  Freeman,  D.C.L.     iSmo. 
Vol.  I.  General    Sketch    of    European- 
History.      By    E.    A.     Freeman. 
With  Maps,  S:c.     y.  6d. 
II.  History  of  England.     By  Edith 
Thompson.    Coloured  Maps,    is.bd. 

III.  History  of  Scotl.^.nd.     By  Mar- 

G.A.RET  MaCARTHUR.      2^-. 

IV.  History  of  Italy.  By  the  Rev. 
W.  Hunt,  M.A.  With  Coloured 
Maps.    IS.  6d. 

V.  History  of  Germany.    By  James 

SiME,  M.A.    3J. 
VI.   History  of   America.      By  J.  A. 
Doyle.    With  Maps.    4J.  td. 
VII.  History  of  European  Colonies. 
By  E.  J.  Payne,  M.A.  Maps.  4^.6^. 
VIII.  History  of   France.      By   Char- 
lotte M.  YoNGE.  Maps.     3J.  6d. 
HOBART. —  Essays    and    Miscellaneous 
Writings  of  Vere  Henry,  Lord  Hobart. 
With   a   Biographical    Sketch.      Edited    by 
M.\ry,  Lady  Hobart.    2  vols.    Svo.    25J. 
HOBDAY    (E.).  —  Villa    Gardening.       A 
Handbook  for  Amateur  and  Practical  Gar- 
deners.   Extra  crown  Svo.    6s. 
HODGSON  (F.).— Mythology   for   Latin 
Versification.     6th  Edition.     Revised  by 
F.  C.  Hodgson,  M.A.    iSmo.    35. 
HODGSON. —  Memoir    of    Rev.    Francis 
Hodgson,  B.D.,  Scholar,  Poet,  and  Di- 
vine.     By   his    Son,    the   Rev.    James   T. 
Hodgson,  M.A.    2  vols.    Crown  Svo.    \%s. 
HOFFDING    (Prof.).— Outlines    of    Psy- 
chology.    Translated  by  M.  E.  Lowndes. 
Crown  Svo.  [/«  tlu  Press. 

HOFMANN  (Prof.  A.  W.).— The  Life  Work 

OF    LlEBIG    IN    ExPERIMENT.\L    AND    PHILO- 
SOPHIC Chemistry.    Svo.    5^. 
HOGAN,  M.P.    Globe  Svo.    2s. 


HOLE  (Rev.  C.).— Genealogical  Stemma 
OF  THE  Kings  of  England  and  France. 
On  a  Sheet.     \s. 

A   Brief    Biographical    Dictionary. 

2nd  Edition.     iSmo.     4^.  6d. 

HOLLAND  (Prof.  T.  E.).— The  Treaty  Re- 
lations OF  Russia  and  Turkey,  from 
1774  TO  1853.     Crown  Svo.     -zs. 

HOLMES  (O.  W.,  Jun.).— The  Common 
Law.     Svo.     i2.y. 

HOMER.— The  Odyssey  of  Homer  done 
INTO  English  Prose.  By  S.  H.  Butcher, 
M.A.,  and  A.  Lang,  M.A.  7th  Edition. 
Crown  Svo.     6.y. 

Odyssey.    Book  I.     Edited,  with  Notes 

and  Vocabulary',  by  Rev.  J.  Bond,  M.A.,  and 
Rev.  A.  S.  WalpolE;  M.A.    iSmo.     li^.  6d. 

Odyssey.     Book  IX.     Edited  bv  John 

E.  B.  Mayor,  M.A.    Fcp.  Svo.    t-s.  6d. 

Odyssey.     The  Triumph  of  Odysseus. 

Books    XXL— XXIV.      Edited    by    S.    G. 

Hamilton,  B.A.     Fcp.  Svo.     3^.  6d. 
— —  The  Odyssey  of  Homer.     Books   I. — 

XII.     Translated  into  Engli.sb  Verse  by  the 

Earl  of  Carnarvon.     Crown  Svo.     -js.  6d. 
The  Ili.\d.     Edited,  with  EngHsh  Notes 

and      Introduction,      by     Walter     Leaf, 

Litt.D.     2   vols.     Svo.     14J.   each. — Vol.    I. 

Bks.  I.— XII  ;  Vol.  II.  Bks.  XIII.— XXIV. 
Iliad.   The  Story  of  Achilles.    Edited 

by  J.  H.  Pratt,  M.A.,  and  Walter  Leaf, 

Litt.D.     Fcap.  Svo.     6s. 
Iliad.    Book  I.    Edited  by  Rev.  J.  Bond, 

M.A.,  and  Rev.  A.  S.  Walpole,  M.A.    With 

Notes  and  Vocabulary.     iSmo.    \s.  6d. 

Iliad.      Book   XVIII.      The  Arms  of 

Achilles.  Edited  by  Rev.  S.  R.  James, 
M.A.,  with  Notes  and  Vocabulary.  iSmo. 
15.  6d. 

Iliad.     Translated  into   English    Prose. 

By  Andrew  Lang,  Walter  Leaf,  and 
Ernest  Myers.     Crown  Svo.     \-zs.  id. 

HON.  MISS  FERRARD,  THE.  By  the 
Author  of  "  Hogan,  M.P."     Globe  £vo.     2s. 

HOOKER  (Sir  J.  D.).— The  Students 
Flor.\  of  the  British  Islands.  3rd 
Edition.     Globe  Svo.     10s.  6d. 

Primer  of  Bota.ny.    iSmo.    is. 

HOOKER  (Sir  Joseph  D.)  and  BALL  (J.).— 
Journal  of  a  Tour  i.n  Marocco  and  the 
Great  Atlas.     Svo.     21s. 

HOOLE  (C.  H.).— The  Classical  Ele.ment 
in  the  New  Testament.  Considered  as  a 
Proof  of  its  Genuineness,  with  an  Appendix 
on  the  Oldest  Authorities  used  in  the  Forma- 
tion of  the  Canon.     Svo.     10s.  6d. 

HOOPER  (G.).— Wellington.  W^th  Por- 
trait.    Crown  Svo.     2s.  6d. 

HOOPER  (W.  H.)and  PHILLIPS (W.  C.).— 
A  Manual  of  Marks  on  Pottery  and 
Porcelain.     lomo.     \s.  6d. 

HOPE  (Frances  J.).— Notes  and  Thoughts 
ok  Gardens  and  Woodlands.  Cr.  Svo.  6.y. 

HOPKINS  (Ellice).— Autumn  Swallo.vs  : 
A  Book  of  Lyrics.     Extra  fcp.  Svo.     is. 

HOPPUS  (Mar>').— A  Great  Treason  :  A 
Story  of  the  War  of  Independence.  2  vols. 
Crown  Svo.     gj. 
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HORACE.— The  Works  of  Horace  ren- 
dered INTO  English  Prose.  By  T.  Lons- 
dale and  S.  Lee.     Globe  8vo.     3s.  6d. 

Studies,    Literary  and   Historical, 

IN  the  Odes  of  Horace.  By  A.  W.  Ver- 
RALL,  Litt.D.     8vo.     8.S-.  6^. 

The  Odes  of  Horace  in  a  Metrical 

Paraphrase.  By  R.  M.  Hovenden, 
B.A.     Extra  fcap.  8vo.     4^.  6d. 

Life   and  Character  :    an    Epitome 

of  his  Satires  and  Epistles.  By  R.  M. 
Hovenden,  B.A.     Extra  fcp.  8vo.     4s.  6d. 

Word  for  Word  from  Horace  :   The 

Odes  Literally  Versified.  By  W.  T.  Thorn- 
ton, C.B.     Crown  Bvo.     -js.  6d. 

Odes.    Books  L  IL  HL  and  IV.    Edited 

by  T.  E.  Page,  M.A.  With  Vocabularies. 
i8mo.     IS.  dd.  each. 

Odes.      Books    L — IV.    and    Carmen 

Seculare.  Edited  by  T.  E.  Page,  M.A. 
Fcap.    8vo.    6j.  ;  or  separately,  is.  each. 

The     Satires.      Edited    by    Arthur 

Palmer,  M.A.     Fcap.  8vo.     ^s. 

The  Epistles  and  Ars  Poetica.  Edited 

by  A.  S.  WiLKiNS,  Litt.D.     Fcp.  8yo.    6.y. 

Selections   from   the   Epistles  and 

Satires.  Edited  by  Rev.  W.  J.  F.  V. 
Baker,  B.A.     i8mo.     is.  td. 

Select    Epodes    and    Ars    Poetica. 

Edited  by  Rev.  H.  A.  Dalton,  M.A. 
i8mo.     \s.  6d. 

HORT. — Two  Dissertations.  I.  On 
MONOrENHS  0EO2  in  Scripture  and 
Tradition.  II.  On  the  "Constantinopolitan" 
Creed  and  other  Eastern  Creeds  of  the  Fourth 
Century.  By  Fenton  John  Anthony 
HoRT,  D.D.     Bvo.     -js.ed. 

HORTON  (Hon.  S.  Dana).— The  Silver 
Pound  and  England's  Monetary  Policy 
since  the  Restoration.  With  a  History 
of  the  Guinea.     8vo.     14s. 

HOWELL  (George).  — The  Conflicts  of 
Capital  and  Labour.  2nd  Edition.  Crown 
8vo.     js.  6d. 

HOWES  (Prof.  G.  B.).— An  Atlas  of 
Practical  Elementary  Biology.  With 
a  Preface  by  Prof.  Huxley.     4to.     14J. 

HOWSON  (Very  Rev.  J.  S.).— Before  the 
Tabi-e  :  An  Inquiry,  Historical  and 
Theological,  into  the  Meaning  of  the 
Consecration  Rubric  in  the  Communion 
Service  of  the  Church  of  England. 
Bvo.     7^.  6d. 

HOZIER(Lieut.-ColonelH.M.).— TheSeven 
Weeks'  War.    3rd  Edition.    Crown  Bvo.   6s. 

The   Invasions   of  England.     2  vols. 

Bvo.     28.f. 

HUBNER  (Baron  von).— A  Ramble  Round 

the  World.     Crown  Bvo.     6s. 
HUGHES  (Thomas).— Alfred  the  Great. 

Crown  Bvo.     65-. 

Tom   Brown's  School  Days.     By  An 

Old  Boy.  Illustrated  Edition.  Crown  Bvo. 
6s. — Golden  Treasury  Edition.  4J.  6^.— Uni- 
form Edition.  -^s.Sd. — People's  Edition.  2j. — 
People's  Sixpenny  Edition,  Illustrated.  Med. 
4to.  6«/.— Uniform  with  Sixpenny  Kingsley. 
Medium  Bvo.     6d. 


HUGHES  (Thomas).— To. M  Brown  at  Ox- 
ford.   Cr.  Bvo.    6j.— Uniform  Edit.    3.?.  6d. 

The Manlinessof Christ.  Cr.Zyo.4s.6d. 

Memoir  of  Daniel  Macmillan.    With 

Portrait.  Cr.  Bvo.  4s.  6d. — Popular  Edition. 
Sewed.     Crown  Bvo.     zs. 

Rugby,  Tennessee.    Crown  Bvo.    4s.  6d. 

Gone   to   Texas.     Edited  by  Thomas 

Hughes,  Q.C.     Crown  8vo.     4s.  6d. 

James  Fraser,  Second  Bishop  of  Man- 
chester.    A  Memoir,  iBiB— 85.    Cr.  Bvo.    6s. 

The  Scouring  of  the  White  Horse, 

and  the  Ashen  Faggot.  Uniform  Ed. 
2s.  6d. 

Livingstone.     With  Portrait  and  Map. 

Cr.  8vo.    2s.6d.       [English  Men  of  Action. 

HULL  (E.). — A  Treatise  on  Ornamental 

and  Building  Stones  of  Great  Britain 
and  Foreign  Countries.     8vo.     i2j. 

HULLAH  (John).— The  Song  Book.  Words 
and  Tunes  from  the  best  Poets  and  Musicians. 
With  Vignette.     i8mo.     4.?.  6d. 

Music   in   the   House.       4th   Edition. 

Crown  Bvo.     2s.  6d. 

HULLAH  (M.  E.).— Hannah  Tarne.  A 
Story  for  Girls.     Globe  Bvo.     2s.  6d. 

HUME.  By  Thomas  H.  Huxley.  Crown 
Bvo.     i.y.  6d.  ;  sewed,  is. 

HUMPHRY  (Prof.  G.  M.).— The  Hwman 
Skeleton  (including  the  Joints).  With 
260  Illustrations  drawn  from  Natur«.  Med. 
Bvo.     14.?. 

The  Human  Foot  and  the  Hwman 

Hand.    With  Illustrations.    Fcp.  Bvo.  4s.  6d. 

Observations  in  Myology.    Bvo.    6s. 

Old  Age.     The  Results  of  Information 

received  respecting  nearly  nine  hundred  per- 
sons who  had  attained  the  age  of  eighty 
years,  including  seventy-four  centenarians. 
Crown  Bvo.    4s.  6d. 

HUNT  (Rev.  W.).  — History  of  Italy. 
Maps.    3rd  Edition.     iBmo.    3^.  6d. 

HUNT  (W.).— Talks  about  Art.  With  a 
Letter  from  Sir  J.  E.  Millais,  Bart.,  R.A. 

Crown  Bvo.    35-.  6d. 
HUSS  (Hermann). — A  System  of  Oral  In- 
struction IN  German.     Crown  Bvo.     5.^. 

HUTTON  (R.  H.).— Essays  on  some  of  the 
Modern  Guides  of  English  Thought  in 
Matters  of  Faith.    Globe  Bvo.    6.y. 

Scott.     Crown  Bvo.      \s.  6d.  ;  sewed,  i.y. 

Essays.     2  vols.      Globe  Bvo.      6s.  each. 

— Vol.  I.  Literary  Essays ;  II.  Theological 
Essays. 

HUXLEY  (Thomas  Henry).  —  Lessons  in 
Elementary  Physiology.  With  numerous 
Illustrations.    New  Edit.     Fcp.  Bvo.    4^.  6d. 

Lay  Sermons,  Addresses,  and  Reviews. 

9th  Edition.     Bvo.     yjr.  6d. 

Essays  selected  from  Lay  Sermons, 

Addresses,  and  Reviews.  3rd  Edition. 
Crown  Bvo.     \s. 

Critiques  and  Addresses.  Bvo.  \os.  6d. 

Physiography.     An  Introduction  to 

the  Study  OF  Nature.  i3thEd.  Cr.Svo.  6s. 
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HUXLEY  (T.  H.).— American  Addresses, 
WITH  A  Lecture  on  the  Study  of  Bio- 
logy.    8vo.     ts.  6d. 

Science    and    Culture,    and    other 

Essays.     8vo.     ios.  6d.        f 

Introductory  Primer.     i8mo.     is. 

Hume.    Crown  Bvo.     is.  6d.  ;  sewed,  is. 

HUXLEY'S     PHYSIOLOGY,     Questions 
ON,   FOR  Schools.     By  T.  Alcock,  M.D. 
5th  Edition.     iBmo.     is.  td. 
HUXLEY  (T.  H.)  and  MARTIN  (H.  N.).— 
A  Course  of  Practical  Instruction  in 
Elementary  Biology.     New  Edition,  Re- 
vised and  Extended  by  Prof.  G.  B.  Howes 
and  D.  H  Scott,  M.  A.,  Ph.D.  With  Preface 
by  T.  H.  Huxley,  F.R.S.    Cr.  8vo.    los.bd. 
IBBETSON    (W.    J.).  —  An    Elementary 
Treatise  on  the  Mathematical  Theory 
OF  Perfectly  Elastic  Solids.     8vo.    iis. 
ILLING\VORTH    (Rev.   J.    R.).— Sermons 
Preached  in  a  College  Chapel.     Crown 
8vo.     5^. 
IMITATIO  CHRISTI,  Libri  IV.      Printed 
in  Borders  after  Holbein,  Diirer,  and  other 
old    Masters,   containing  Dances  of  Death, 
Acts  of  Mercy,  Emblems,  &c.    Cr.  8vo.   js.td. 
INDIAN  TEXT-BOOKS.— Primer  of  Eng- 
lish   Grammar.     By   R.    Morris,    LL.D. 
i8mo.     is.  ;  sewed,  lod. 
Primer  of  Astronomy.     By  J.  N.  Lock- 

yer.     i8mo.     IS.  ;  sewed,  lod. 
Easy  Selectio.vs  from  Modern  English 

Literature.     For  the  use  of  the  Middle 

Classes  in  Indian  Schools.     With  Notes. 

By  Sir  Roper  Lethbridge.  Cr.8vo.  is.6d. 
Selections  from  Modern  Enslish  Litbr- 

ature.    For  the  use  of  the  Higher  Classes 

in  Indian  Schools.     By  Sir  Roper  Leth- 
bridge, M.A.     Crown  Bvo.     3.?.  6d. 
Series  of  Six  English   Reading  Books 

for  Indian  Children.    By  P.  C.  Sircar. 

Revised  by  Sir  Roper  Lethbridge.     Cr. 

8vo.    Book  I.  5^.  ;  Nagari  Characters,  5^.; 

Persian    Characters,    5^/.  ;    Book    II.    bd.; 

Book   III.   ^d.:    Book  IV.  is.;    Book  V. 

If.  2d. ;  Book  VI.  IS.  2,d. 
High  School  Reader.     By  Eric  Robert- 
son.    Crown  Bvo.     2s. 
A  Geographical  Reader  and  Co.mpanion 

to    the    Atlas.        By   C.    B.   Clarke, 

F.R.S.     Crown  Bvo.     2S. 
A    Ci.Ass-BooK    of    Geography.     By  the 

same.     Fcap.  Bvo.     3^.  6d.  ;  sewed,  jj. 
The  World's  History.     Compiled  under 

direction    of     Sir    Roper    Lethbridge. 

Crown  Bvo.     is. 
Easy  Introduction  to  the  History  or 

India.      By    Sir     Roper    Lethbridge. 

Crown  8vo.     is.  6d. 
History  of   England.      Compiled   under 

direction    of    Sir     Roper     Lethbridge. 

Crown  Bvo.     is.  6d. 
Easy  Introduction  to  the  History  and 

Geography  of  Bengal.     By  Sir  Roper 

Lethbridge.     Crown  Bvo.     is.  6d. 
Arithmetic.   With  Answers.   By  Barnard 

Smith.     iBmo.     2s. 
Algebra.  By  I.  Todhunter.   i8mo.  2s. 3d. 


INDIAN  TKXT-BOOKS— continued. 

Euclid.  First  Four  Books.  With  Notes, 
S:c.     By  I.  Todhunter.     iBmo.     2s. 

Elementary  Mensuration  and  Land 
Surveying.  By  the  same  Author.  i8mo.  2s. 

Euclid.  Books  I. — IV.  By  H.  S.  H.*.ll  and 
F.H.Stevens.  G1.  Bvo.  3^.;  sewed,  2jr.6^. 

Physical  Geography.  By  H.  F.  Blan- 
FORD.     Crown  Bvo.     2^^.  6d. 

Elementary  Geometry  and  Conic  Sec- 
tions. By  J.  M.  Wilson.  Ex.  fcp.  Bvo.  6s. 
INGRAM  (T.  Dunbar).— a  History  of  the 

Legislative  Union   of   Great    Britain 

and  Ireland.     8vo.     ios.  6d. 

Two  Ch.\pters  of  Irish  History:  I. 

The  Irish  Parliament  of  James  II.  ;  II.  The 
Alleged  Violation  of  the  Treaty  of  Limerick. 
Bvo.     6s. 

IONIA.  —  Antiquities  of  Ionia.  Folio. 
Vols.  I.  II.  and  III.  2/.  2s.  each,  or  5/.  5^-. 
the  set.— Vol.  IV.     3/.  13^.  6d. 

IRVING  (Joseph).— Annals  of  Our  "Time. 
A  Diurnal  of  Events,  Social  and  Political, 
Home  and  Foreign.  From  the  Accession  of 
Queen  Victoria  to  Jubilee  Day,  being  the 
First  Fifty  Years  of  Her  Majesty's  Reign. 
In  2  vols.  Bvo. — Vol.  I.  June  20th,  1837,  t» 
February  28th,  1871.  Vol.  II.  February 
24th,  1871,  to  June  24th,  1B87.  iBj-.  each. 
The  Second  Volume  maj-  also  be  had  in  Three 
Parts  :  Part  I.  Februarj'  24th,  1871,  to  March 
19th,  1874,  45-.  6d.  Part  II.  March  20th,  1874, 
to  July  22nd,  1878,  4s.  6d.  Part  III.  July 
23rd,  1878,  to  June  24th,  1BB7,  gs. 

IRVING    (Washington).— Old     Christmas. 
From  the   Sketch  Book.     With  upwards  of 
100  Illustrations  by  Randolph  C.^ldecott. 
Cloth  elegant,  gilt  edges.     Crown  8vo.     6s. 
Also  with  uncut  edges,  paper  label.     6s. 
People  s  Edition.     Medium  4to.     6d. 

Bracebridge  Hall.  With  120  Illustra- 
tions by  R.andolph  Caldecott.  Cloth 
elegant,  gilt  edges.     Crown  8vo.     6s. 

Also  with  uncut  edges,  paper  label.     6s. 
People's  Edition.     Medium  410.     6d. 

Old    Christmas     and     Bracebridge 

Hall.  Illustrations  b}'  Randolph  Calde- 
cott.    Edition  de  Luxe.     Royal  Bvo.     2i.r, 

ISMAY'S  CHILDREN.  By  the  Author  of 
"Hogan,  M.P.'     Globe  Bvo.     2s. 

JACK  AND  THE  BEAN-STALK.  Eng- 
lish Hexameters  by  the  Honourable  Hallam 
Te.n'nyson.  With  40  Illustrations  by  Ran- 
dolph Caldecott.     Fcp.  4to.     3^-.  6d. 

JACKSON  (Rev.  Blomfield).— First  Steps 
to  Greek;  Prose  Composition.  12th  Edit. 
iBmo.     IS.  6d. 

Key  (supplied  to  Teachers  only).     3s.  6d. 

Second  Steps  to  Greek  Prose  Compo- 
sition.    iSmo.     2s.  6d. 

Key  (supplied  to  Teachers  only).     t,s.  6d. 

JACKSON  (Helen).— Ramona  :  A  Story. 
Globe  Bvo.     2s. 

JACOB  (Rev.  J.  A.).— Building  in  Silence, 
and  other  Sermons.     Extra  fcp.  Bvo.     6s. 

JAMES  (Henrj').- The  Europeans  :  A 
Novel.     Crown  Bvo.     6s. 

Daisy  Miller,   and  other  Stories. 

Crown  8vo.  6.y. — Globe  Bvo.    2.5-. 
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JAMES   (Henry).— The   American 
8vo.     6s. 


Crown 
Crown  8vo.     6s. — 


• Roderick;  Hudson. 

Globe  8vo.     25-. 

The  Madonna  of  the  Future,  and 

OTHER  Tales.  Crown  8vo.  6s.  —  Globe 
Bvo.      2S. 

Washington  Square  :    the    Pension 

Beaurepas.     Crn.  Bvo.    6j.— Globe  Bvo.    2s. 

The  Portrait  of  a  Lady.    Cr.  Bvo.    6s. 

Stories     Revived.      In    Two    Series. 

Crown  Bvo.     6^-.  each. 

The  Bostonians.     Crown  Bvo.     6s. 

Novels   and   Tales.     Pocket  Edition. 

iBnio.  14  vols.  2s.  each  volume :  The 
Portrait  of  a  Lady.  3  vols. — Roderick 
Hudson.  2  vols. — The  American.  2  vols. 
—Washington  Square.  i  vol.— The 
Europeans,  i  vol.— Confidence,  i  vol. 
— The  Siege  of  London  ;  Madame  de 
Mauves.  I  vol. — An  International  Epi- 
sode ;  The  Pension  Beaurepas;  The 
Point  of  View,  i  vol.— Daisy  Miller,  a 
Study  ;  Four  Meetings  ;  Longstaff's 
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Bvo.     3 1  J.  6d. 
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JARDINE  (Rev.  Robert).— The  Elements 
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Edition.     Crown  Bvo.     6s.  6d. 
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Crown  Bvo.     10s.  6d. 

JEBB  (Prof.  R.  C).— The  Attic  Orators, 
FROM  AntiphontoIsaeos.  2  vols.  Bvo.  21S. 
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Antiphon,  Andocides,  Lysias,  Isocrates,  and 
Isaeos.  Ed., with  Notes.  2ndEd.  Fcp. Bvo.  6.S-. 

Modern  Greece.    Two  Lectures.    Crown 
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Primer  of  Greek  Literature.  iBmo.  i.y. 
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Crown  Bvo.     5.?. 

JENNINGS  («..  C.).— Chronological  Ta- 
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Bvo.     5j. 
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3rd  Edition.     Bvo.     10s.  6d. 

Primerof  Political  Economy.  iBmo.  is. 
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Defended,  -js.  6d. — Vol.  II.  The  "  Pro- 
LEGO.MENA."  Translated,  with  Notes  and 
Appendices.     6s. 

KANT  — MAX  MULLER.— Critique  of 
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AsGARD.  Tales  from  Scandinavian  My- 
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KEATS. — The  Poetical  Works  or  Johx 
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grave.     iSmo.     ^.6d. 

KEATS.  By  Sidney  Colvin.  Crown  Svo. 
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KEYNES  (J.  N.). — Studies  and  Exercises 
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KILLEN  (W.  D.).— Ecclesiastical  His- 
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Westward  Ho  !   2  vols. — Two  Years  Ago. 
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vol. — Alton  Locke.    2  vols. — Hereward 
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Charles  Kingsley.    Cr.  Svo.     ^s.  6d.  each. 
Westward  Ho  1     With  a  Portrait. 
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Ye.ast. 

Alton  Locke. 

Two  Ye.ars  Ago. 

Hereward  the  Wake. 

Poems. 

The  Heroes  ;  or,  Greek  Fairt  Tales 
FOR  hy  Children. 

The  Water  Babies  :  a  Fairy  Tale  for  a 
Land-Baby. 

Madam  How  and  L.\dy  Why  ;  or,  First 
Lessons  in  Earth-Lore  for  Children. 

At  Last  :  a  Christ.mas  in  the  West 
Indies. 

Prose  Idylls. 

Plays  and  Purit.\.ns. 
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face by  Professor  Max  Muller. 
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Historical  Lectures  and  Essays. 

Scientific  Lectures  and  Essays. 
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King  of  the  Earth. 

Ser.mons  for  the  Ti.mes. 

Good  News  of  God.  [Oct.  1S90. 

The  Gospel  of  the  Pentateuch,  and 
David.  [Nov. 

Discipline,  and  other  Sermons.        [Dec. 
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Crown  8vo.     7^^.  6d. 
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8vo.     2i-.  6d. 
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KLEIN  (Dr.  E.). — Micro-Organisms  and 
Disease.  An  Introduction  into  the  Study 
of  Specific  Micro-Organisms.  With  121  En- 
gravings.    3rd  Edition.     Crown  3vo.     6s. 

The  Bacteria   in   Asiatic   Cholera 

Crown  Bvo.     5^. 

KNOX  (A.). — Differential  Calculus  for 
Beginners.     Fcp.  8vo.     3.S-.  6d. 

KTE3IAS. — The  Fragments  of  the  Per- 
sikaof  Ktesias.  Edited,  with  Introduction 
and  Notes,  by  J.  GiLMORE,  M.A.  Svo.  Zs.6d. 

KUENEN  (Prof.  A.).  —  An  Historico- 
Critical  Inquiry  into  the  Origin  and 
Composition  or  the  Hexateuch  (Penta- 
teuch AND  Book  of  Joshua).  Translated 
by  Philip  H.  Wicksteed,  M.A.    Svo.    14^. 

KYNASTON    (Herbert,    D.D.).  —  Sermons 

PRF ACHED  IN  THE  CoLLEGE  ChAPEL,  ChEL- 

tenha.m.     Crown  Svo.     6s. 

Progressive  Exerclses  in  the  Com- 
position OF  Greek  Iambic  Verse.  Extra 
fcp.  Bvo.     5J. 

Key  (supplied  to  Teachers  only).     4^-.  6d. 

Exemplaria  Cheltoniensia.    Sive  quae 

discipulis  suis  Carmina  identidem  Latine 
reddenda  proposuit  ipse  reddidit  ex  cathedra 
dictavit  Herbert  Kynaston,  M.A.  Extra 
fcp.  Bvo.     ss. 

LABBERTON  (R.  H.).— New  Historical 
Atlas  and  Gener.\l  History.     4to.     15^. 

LAFARGUE  (Philip).— The  New  Judgment 
of  Paris  :  A  Novel.     2  vols.    Gl.  8vo.    12s. 


LA  FONTAINES  FABLES.  A  Selection, 
with  Introduction,  Notes,  and  Vocabulary, 
by  L.  M.  Moriarty,  B.A.  Illustrations  by 
Randolph  Caldecott.  Globe  Bvo.  2s. 6d. 
LAMB. — Collected  Works.  Edited,  with 
Introduction  and  Notes,  by  the  Rev.  Alfred 
AiNGER,  M.A.  Globe  Bvo.  5^.  each  volume. 
I.    ESS.A.YS   OF   Elia.— II.    Plays,   Poems, 

and  Miscellaneous  Essays.— III.  Mrs. 

Leicester's  School;  The  Adventures 

OF   Ulysses  ;   and  other  Essays. — IV. 

Tales  from  Shakspeare. — V.  and  VI. 

Letters.  Newly  arranged,  with  additions. 

The  Life  of  Charles  Lamb.     By  Rev. 

Alfred  Ainger,  M.A.   Uniform  with  abore. 
Globe  Bvo.     55. 

Tales  fro.m  Shakspeare.  iSmo.  4s.  6d. 
Globe  Readings  Edition.  For  Schools. 
Globe  Svo.     IS. 

LAMB.  By  Rev.  Alfred  Ainger,  M.A. 
Crown  Svo.     xs.  6d.  ;  sewed,  u. 

LANCIANI  (Prof.  R.)— Ancient  Rome  IN  THE 
Light  of  Recent  Discoveries.    4to.    24J. 

LAND  OF  DARKNESS  (THE).  Along 
with  some  further  Chapters  in  the  Expe- 
riences of  The  Little  Pilgrim.  By  the  Author 
of  "  A  Little  Pilgrim  in  the  Unseen."  Crown 
Svo.     5J. 

LANDAUER  (J.)  —Blowpipe  Analysis 
Authorised  English  Edition  by  James  Tay 
lor  and  Wm.  E.  Kay.    Ext.  fcp.  8vo.  4^.  6d. 

LANDOR.  —  Selections  from  the  Wri 
TINGS  OF  Walter  Savage  Landor.  Ar 
ranged  and  Edited  by  Sidney  Colvin 
i8mo.     45. 6d. 

LANDOR.  By  Sidnwt  Colvin.  Crown  Svo, 
IS.  6d.  ;  sewed,  is. 

LANE-POOLE.  —  Selections  from  the 
Speeches  .a.nd  Table-Talk  of  Moham- 
mad.    By  S.  Lane-Poole.     i8m«.     4^.  6d. 

LANG  (Andrew).— The  Libr.\ry.  With  a 
Chapter  on  Modem  Illustrated  Books,  by 
Austin  Dobson.     Crown  Svo.     3J.  6d. 

LANKESTER  (Prof  E.  Ray).  — The  Ad- 
vancement of  Science  :  Occasional 
Essays  and  Addresses.     Svo.     los.  6d. 

COMPAR.ATIVE    LONGEVITY  IN    MaN  AND 

THE  Lower  Animals.     Cm.  Svo.     4^.  6d. 

LASLETT  (Thomas). — Timber  and  Timber 
Trees,  Native  and  Foreign.  Cr.8vo.  ^s.6d. 

LATIN  .\CCIDENCE  AND  EXERCISES 
ARRANGED  FOR  BEGINNERS.  By 
William  Welch,  M.A.,  and  C.  G.  Duf- 
riELD,  M.A.     iSmo.     \s.  6d. 

LAWRENCE  (LORD).  By  Sir  Richard 
Temple.    With  Portrait.   Crown  Svo.   ay.  6d. 

LEAHY  (Sergeant)  .^The  Art  of  Swimming 
IN  the  Eton  Style.  With  Preface  by 
Mrs.  Oliphant.     Crown  Svo.     2s. 

LECTURES  ON  ART.  By  Regd.  Stu.\rt 
Poole,  Professor  W.  B.  Richmond,  E.  J. 
Poynter,  R.A.,  J.  T.  Micklethwaite, 
and  WiLLiA.M  Morris.     Crown  Svo.    4J.  6d. 

LEE  (Margaret). — Faithful  and  Unfaith- 
ful.    Crown  Svo.     3^.  6d. 
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Bvo.     Zs.  6d. 
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Anecdotes  and  Siyii^s.     Sdected  bjr  Makk 

Lemox.     iSmo.     4s.  6d. 
LETHBRIDGE    (Sir    Roper).  — A    Shoet 

Maxcal  of  the  Histobt  of  IXDtA.    With 

Aups>.    Crown  Svtx.     51. 
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LE\'\'  (AmyX — Recbex  Sachs  :  A  Sketch. 

Crown  £vt>L     3X.  6d. 

LEWIS  (RJchard). — Histokt  of  the  Life- 
boat AXD  ITS  Work.    Crown  8vo.    5». 

LIECHTENSTEIN  (Princess  MarieX— Hoi^ 
LAXD  Hou^  Widi  Stcd  EngisnriiKS, 
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Woodborytype  Penaanent  Praoess.  2  vols. 
Medinm  410.     Half  mor.,  el^ant.    4/.  4^. 

LIGHTFOOT  (Tbe  Right  Rer,  BishopX— 
St.  Paul's  Ensris  to  the  Galatiaks. 
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and  Disseytations.     lodiEditkn.     Svn.    yyy. 

St.  Paul's  Epistle  to  the  PniumAKS. 

A  Revised  Text,  vith  Introdnctiaa,  Notes 
and  Dissertations.    9th  Edition.    8vo.     i2x. 

St.  Pacl's  Epistles  to  the  Colossiaks 

AXD  TO  PiULEaiON.  A  Revised  Text,  with 
Incrodnctions,  Notes,  and  Dissenations.  9th 
Edition.    8«o.     12s;. 

PsntAKT  Chabge.    Two  Addresses  de- 
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Dnrbaa^  1882.     Svo.    -zs. 
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Castle  Daly.     By  Annie  Keary. 

The  Woodlanders.     By  Thomas  Hardy. 

Aunt  Rachel.     By  D.  Christie  Murray. 

Louisiana,  and  That  Lass  o'  Lowrie's. 
By  Frances  Hodgson  Burnett. 

The  Cceruleans.   By  Sir  H.  Cunningham. 

The  Ring  of  Amasis.     By  Lord  Lytton. 

M.\ROONED.     By  W.  Clark  Russell. 

Wheat  AND  Tares.  BySir  H.Cunningham. 

The  Squatter's  Dream.  By  Rolf  Bol- 
drewood. 

A  York  .\nd  a  Lancaster  Rose.  By 
Annie  Keary. 

The  Heritage  of  Dedlovv  Marsh.  By 
Bret  H.'Vrte. 

Unifortn  -with  the  above. 

Storm  Warriors  ;  or,  Lifeboat  Work 
on  the  Goodwin  Sands.  By  the  Rev. 
John  Gilmore. 

Tales  of  Old  Japan.    By  A.  B.  Mitford. 

A  Year  with  the  Birds.  By  W.  Warde 
Fowler.     Illustrated  by  Bryan  Hook. 

Tales  OF  THE  Birds.  By  the  same.  Illus- 
trated b}'  Bryan  Hook. 

Leaves  of  a  Life.  By  Montagu  Wil- 
liams, Q.C. 

MACMILLAN'S    TWO    SHILLING    NO- 
VELS.    Globe  8vo.     2s.  each. 

By  Mrs.   Craik,  Author  of  ''''John  Halifax, 
Gentleman." 
Two  Marriages. 
Agatha's  Husband. 
The  Ogilvies. 

By  Mrs.  Oliphant. 
The  Curate  in  Charge. 
A  Son  of  the  Soil. 
Young  Musgrave. 
He  that  will  not  when  He  may. 
A  Country  Gentleman. 
Hester.        |        Sir  Tom. 
The  Second  Son. 
The  Wizard's  Son. 

By  the  Author  of"  Hogan,  M.P.'' 
Hogan,  M.P. 

The  Honourable  Miss  Ferrard. 
Flitters,  Tatters,  and  the  Counsellor, 

Weeds,  and  other  Sketches. 
Christy  Carew. 
Ismay's  Children. 

By  George  Fleming. 
A  Nile  Novel. 
Mirage. 

The  Head  of  Medusa. 
Vestigia. 

By  Mrs.  Macquoid. 
Patty. 
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MACMILLAX'S     TWO-SHILLING     NO- 
VELS— continued. 

By  Annie  Keary. 
Janet's  Home. 
Oldbury. 

Clemency  Franklyn. 
A  York  and  a  Lancaster  Rose. 

By  W.  E.  Norris. 
My  Friend  Jim. 
Chris. 

By  Hemy  James. 

Daisy  Miller  ;  An  International  Epi- 
sode ;  Four  Meetings. 

Roderick  Hudson. 

The  Madonna  of  the  Future,  and  other 
Tales. 

Washington  Square. 

Princess  Casamassima. 


By  Frances  Hodgson  Burnett. 
Louisiana,  and  That   Lass 

Two  Stories. 
Haworth's. 

By  Hugh  Con-way. 
A  Family  Affair. 
Living  or  Dead. 

By  D.  Christie  Mur^-ay. 

Aunt  Rachel. 
By  Helen  Jackson. 

Ramona  :  A  Story. 


Low] 


A  Slip  in  the  Fens. 

MACMILLAN'S  HALF-CROWN  SERIES 
OF    JUVENILE    BOOKS.       Globe    8vo, 
cloth,  extra,     -zs.  6d. 
Our    Year.      By    the    Author    of    "John 

Halifax,  Gentleman." 
Little    Sunshine's    Holiday.       By    the 

Author  of  "John  Halifax,  Gentleman." 
When   I   was    a    Little   Girl.      Bj'  the 

Author  of  "  St.  Olave's." 
Nine    Years    Old.       By    the    Author    of 

"When  I  was  a  Little  Girl,"  etc. 
A    Storehouse    of   Stories.     Edited    by 

Charlotte  M.  Yonge.     2  vols. 
Agnes   Hopetoun's   Schools  and  Holi- 
days.    By  Mrs.  Oliphant. 
The  Story   of   a   Fellow   Soldier.     By 

Fra.nces    Awdry.      (A    Life    of   Bishop 

Patteson  for  the  Young.) 
Ruth  and  Her  Friends  :   A  Story  for 

Girls. 
The  Heroes   of   Asgard  :    Tales    from 

Scandinavian  Mythology.     By  A.  and 

E.  Keary. 
The  Runaway.     By  the  Author  of  "Mrs. 

Jemingham's  Journal." 
Wandering    Willie.     By  the    Author  of 

"  Conrad  the  Squirrel." 
Paksie's  Flour  Bin.    Illustrated  by  Adriak 

Stokes. 
MiLLY  AND  Ollv.     By  Mrs.  T.  H.  Ward. 

Illustrated  b^'  Mrs.  Alma  Tadema. 
The  Population  of  an  Old  Pear  Tree  ; 

or,  Stories  of  Insect  Life.     From  the 

French  of  E.  Van  Bruyssel.     Edited  by 

Charlotte  M.  Yonge.     Illustrated. 
Hannah  Tarne.     By  Mary  E.  Hullah. 

Illustrated  by  W.  J.  Hennessy. 


MACMILLANS  HALF-CROWN  SERIES 
OF  JUVENILE  BOO¥.>-coKiinued. 

By  Mrs.  Moieszi<orth.     Hlustrated  by 
Walter  Crane. 
"Carrots,"  Just  a  Little  Boy. 
Tell  Me  a  Story. 
The  Cuckoo  Clock. 
A  Christmas  Child. 
Rosy. 

The  Tapestry  Room. 
Grandmother  Dear. 
Herr  Baby. 

"Us"  :  An  Old-F.\shioned  Story. 
Little  Miss  Peggy. 
Two  Little  Waifs. 
Christmas-Tree  Land. 
Four  Winds  Farm. 
The  Rectory  Children. 

MACMILLAN'S  READING  BOOKS. 
Adapted  to  the  English  and  Scotch  Codes. 

Primer (48  pp.)  i8mo,  "zd. 

Book  I.  for  Standard  I.  (96  pp. )  1 8mo,  4^. 
Book  II.  for  Standard  II.  (144  pp.)  iSmo,  5^/. 
Book  III.  for  Standard  III.  (160  pp.)  iSrao,  6</. 
Book  IV.  for  Standard  IV.  (176  pp.)  i3mo,  B^f. 
Book  V.  for  Standard  V.  (380  pp.)  i8mo,  \s. 
Book  VI.  for  Standard  VI.  (430  pp.)Cr.8vo,  2.y. 

MACMILLAN'S  COPY-BOOKS. 

*i.  Initiator}-  Exercises  and  Short  Letters. 

*2.  Words  consisting  of  Short  Letters. 

*3.  Long  Letters,  with  words  containing  Long 

Letters.     Figures. 
*4.  Words  containing  Long  Letters. 
4A.  Practising  and    Revising   Copybook  for 

Nos.  I  to  4. 
*5.  Capitals,  and  Short  Half-text  Words  be- 
ginning with  a  Capital. 
*6.  Half-text  Words  beginningwith  a  Capital. 

Figures. 
*7.  Small-hand  and  Half-text,  -with  Capitals 

and  Figures. 
*3.  Small-hand  and  Half-text,  with  Capitals 

and  Figures. 
8a.  Practising  and    Revising   Copybook  for 

Nos.  5  to  8. 
*9,  Small-hand  Single  Head  Lines.    Figures. 
10.  Small-hand  Single  Head  Lines.    Figtires. 
*ii.  Small-hand  Double  Head  Lines.   Figures. 
12.  Commercial  and  Arithmetical  Examples, 
etc. 
1 2 A.  Practising  and    Re\-ising  Copybook  for 
Nos.  8  to  12. 
The  Copybooks  may  be  had  in  two  sizes  : 
(i)  Large  Post  4to,  4^.  each  ; 
(2)  Post  oblong,  zd.  each. 

The  numbers  marked  *  may  also  be  had  in 
Large  Post  4to,  with  Goodman's  Patent 
Sliding  Copies.     6d.  each. 

MACMILLAN'S  LATIN  COURSE.  Parti. 
By  A.  M.  Cook,  M.A.  2nd  Edition, 
enlarged.     Globe  8vo.     3.^.  kd. 

Part  II.     By  the  same.     Gl.  8vo.     o-s.^d. 

MACMILLANS  SHORTER  LATIN 
COURSE.  By  A.  M.  Cook,  M.A.  Being 
an  Abridgment  of  "  Macmillan's  Latin 
Course.  Part  I."     Globe  8vo.     15-.  6f/. 

MACMILLANS  LATIN  READER.  A 
Latin  Reader  for  the  Lower  Forms  in 
Schools.    By  H.  J.  Hardy.    Gl.  8vo.    -zs.ed. 
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MACMILLAN'S  GREEK  COURSE.  Edit, 
bv  Rev.  W.  G.  Rutherford,  ISI.A.    G1.  8vo. 

I.  First  Greek  Grammar.  By  the  Rev. 
W.  G.Rutherford,  M.  A.  G1.8vo.  Parti. 
Accidence,  2s.  ;  Part  II.  Syntax,  2s.  ;  or 
in  I  vol.  3^.  6d. 

II.  Easy  Exercises  in  Greek  Accidence. 
By  H.  G.  Underhill,  M.A.     2s. 

III.  Second  Greek  Exercise  Book.  By 
Rev.  W.  A.  Heard,  M.A. 

MACMILLAN'S  GREEK  READER. 
Stories  and  Legends.  A  First  Greek  Reader. 
Wirh  Notes,  Vocabulary,  and  Exercises,  by 
F.  H.  CoLSON,  M.A.     Globe  8vo.     3^. 

MACMILLAN'S    ELEMENTARY    CLAS- 
SICS.    iSmo.     IS.  6d.  each. 
This  Series  falls  into  two  classes  : — 

(i)  First  Reading  Books  for  Beginners, 
provided  not  only  with  Introductions  and 
Notes,  but  with  Vocab7daries,  and  in  some 
cases  with  Exercises  based  upon  the  Text. 
_  (2)  Stepping-stones  to  the  study  of  par- 
ticular authors,  intended  for  more  advanced 
students,  who  are  beginning  to  read  such 
authors  as  Terence,  Plato,  the  Attic  Drama- 
tists, and  the  harder  parts  of  Cicero,  Horace, 
Virgil,  and  Thucydides. 

These  are  provided  with  Introductions  and 
Notes,  but  no  Vocabiilary.  The  Publishers 
have  been  led  to  provide  the  more  strictly 
Elementary'  Books  with  Vocabularies  by  the 
representations  of  manj'  teachers,  who  hold 
that  beginners  do  not  understand  the  use  of 
a  Dictionarj^  and  of  others  who,  in  the  case 
of  middle-class  schools  where  the  cost  of 
books  is  a  serious  consideration,  advocate  the 
Vocabulary-  system  on  grounds  of  economy. 
It  is  hoped  that  the  two  parts  of  the  Series, 
fitting  into  one  another,  may  together  fulfil 
all  the  requirements  of  Elementary  and 
Preparatory  Schools,  and  the  Lower  Forms 
of  Public  Schools. 

The    following    Elementary   Books,   ivith 

Introductions,  Notes,  and  Vocabularies,  and 

in   some    cases   with   Exercises,    are    either 

ready  or  in  preparation  : 

Latin  Accidence  and  Exercises  Ar- 
ranged for  Beginners.  By  William 
Welch,  M.A.,  and  C.  G.  Duffield,  M.A. 

iEscHYLUs. — Prometheus  Vinctus.  Edit, 
by  Rev.  H.  M.  Stephenson,  M.A. 

Arrian. — Selections.  Edited  by  John 
Bond,  M.A.,  and  A.  S.  Walpole,  M.A. 

AuLus  Gellius,  Stories  from.  By  Rev. 
G.  H.  Nall,  M.A. 

CiESAR.  —  The  Invasion  of  Britain. 
Being  Selections  from  Books  IV.  and  V. 
of  the  "De  Bello  Gallico."  Adapted  for 
Beginners  by  W.  Welch,  and  C.  G.  Duf- 
field. 

—  The  Helvetian  War.  Selected  from 
Book  I.  of  "The  Gallic  War,"  arranged 
for  the  use  of  Beginners  by  W.  Welch, 
M.A.,  and  C.  G.  Duffield,  M.A. 

—  The  Gallic  War.  Scenes  from  Books  V. 
and  VI.     Edited  by  C.  Colbeck,  M.A. 

—  The  Gallic  War.  Book  I.  Edited  by 
Rev.  A.  S.  Walpole,  M.A. 

—  The  Gallic  War.  Books  II.  and  III. 
Ed.  by  Rev.  W.  G.  Rutherford,  M.A. 


MACMILLAN'S    ELEMENTARY    CLAS- 
SICS— continued. 

C^sar.— The  Gallic  War.  Book  IV. 
Edited  by  C.  Bryaxs,  M.A. 

—  The  Gallic  War.  Books  V.  and  VI. 
(separatelj-).     By  the  same  Editor. 

—  The  Gallic  War.  Book  VII.  Ed.  by  I. 
Bond,  M.A.,  and  A.  S.  Walpole,  M.A." 

Cicero.— De  Senectute.  Edited  by  E.  S. 
Shuckburgh,  M.A. 

—  De  Amicitia.  Edited  by  E.  S.  Shuck- 
burgh, M.A. 

—  Stories  of  Roman  History.  Edited 
by  Rev.  G.  E.  Jeans,  M.A.,  and  A.  V. 
Jones,  M.A. 

Euripides.— Alcestis.  By  the  Rev.  M.  A. 
Bayfield,  M.A. 

—  Hecuba.  Edited  by  Rev.  J.  Bond,  M.A., 
and  A.  S.  Walpole,  M.A. 

—  Medea.  Edited  by  A.  W.  Verrall, 
Litt.D.,  and  Rev.  M.  A.  Bayfield,  M.A. 

EuTROPius.  Adapted  for  the  use  of  Begin- 
ners by  W.  Welch,  M.A.,  and  C.  G. 
Duffield,  M.A. 

Homer.— Iliad.  Book  I.  Ed.  by  Rev.  J. 
Bond,  M.A.,  and  A.  S.  Walpole,  M.A. 

—  Iliad.  Book  XVIII.  The  Arms  of 
Achilles.     Edited  by  S.  R.  James,  M.A. 

—  Odyssey.  Book  I.  Edited  by  Rev.  J. 
Bond,  M.A.,  and  A.  S.  Walpole,  M.A. 

Horace.— Odes.  Books  I. — IV.  Edited  by 
T.  E.  Page,  M.A.     is.  6d.  each. 

LivY.  Book  I.  Edited  by  H.  M.  Stephen- 
son, M.A. 

—  The  Hannibalian  War.  Being  part  of 
the  2ist  and  22nd  Books  of  Livy.  Adapted 
for  Beginners  by  G.  C.  Macaulay,  M.A. 

—  The  Siege  of  Syracuse.  Being  part  of 
the  24th  and  25th  Books  of  Li%y.  Adapted 
for  the  use  of  Beginners  by  G.  Richards, 
M.A.,  and  Rev.  A.  S.  Walpole,  M.A. 

—  Book  XXI.  With  Notes  adapted  from 
Mr.  Capes'  Edition  for  the  Use  of  Junior 
Students,  by  Rev.  W.  W.  Capes,  M.A., 
and  J.  E.  I\Ielhuish,  M.A. 

—  Legends  of  Ancient  Ro:\ie,  from  Livy. 
Adapted  for  the  Use  of  Beginners.  With 
Notes,  E.xercises,  and  Vocabulary,  by  H. 
Wilkinson,  M.A. 

Lucian,  Extracts  from.  Edited  by  J, 
Bond,  M.A.,  and  A.  S.  Walpole,  M.A. 

Nepos.— Selections  Illustrative  of 
Greek  and  Roman  History.  Edited 
by  G.  S.  Farnell,  B.A. 

Ovid. — Selections.  Edited  by  E.  S. 
Shuckburgh,  M.A. 

—  Easy  Selections  from  Ovid  in  Ele- 
giac Verse.  Arranged  for  the  use  of 
Beginners  by  H.  Wilkinson,  M.A. 

—  Stories  from  the  Metamorphoses. 
Arranged  for  the  use  of  Beginners  by  J. 
Bond,  M.A.,  and  A.  S.  Walpole,  M.A. 

Ph^drus. — Select  Fables.  Adapted  for 
use  of  Beginners  by  Rev.  A.  S.  Wal- 
pole, M.A. 
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MACMILLAN'S    ELEMENTARY    CLAS- 
SIC S — C071  tin  ued. 

Thucydides. — The  Rise  of  the  Athenian 

Empire.     Book  L    Chaps.  Ixxxix. — cxvii. 

and  cxxviii. — cxxxviii.     Edited  by  F.  H. 

COLSON,    I\LA. 
Virgil. — Georgics.      Book   L      Edited   by 

T.  E.  Page,  M.A. 

—  ^KEiD.       Book    L      Edited    by    A.    S. 
Walpole,  M.A. 

—  ^XEiD.     Book  IL     Ed.  by  T.  E.  Page. 

—  ^NEiD.     Book   in.     Edited   by   T.   E. 
Page,  M.A. 

—  .^XEiD.    Book  IV. 
Stephenson,  M.A. 


-  ^NEiD.     Book   V. 
Calvert,  M.A. 

-  ^NEiD.     Book  VI. 


Edit,  by  Rev.  H.  M. 
Edited  by  Rev.  A. 


Ed.  by  T.  E.  Page. 
Book  VII.     The  Wrath   of 
Edited  by  A.  Calvert,  M.A. 
Book    IX.      Edited    by    Rev. 


.^NEID. 

TURNUS. 

—  .iEnEID. 

H.  M.  Stephenson,  M.A. 

—  iENEiD.  BookX.  Ed.byS.G.O\VEN,M.A. 

—  Selections.     Edited  by  E.   S.  Shuck- 
burgh,  M.A. 

Xenophon.— Anabasis.     Book   I.,   Chaps. 
i.— viii.     Edited  by  E.  A.  Wells,  M.A. 

—  Anabasis.     Book   I.     Edited   by   Rev. 
A.  S.  Walpole,  M.A. 

—  Anabasis.     Book  II.      Edited  by  Rev. 
A.  S.  Walpole,  M.A. 

—  Anabasis.     Book  III.     Edited  by  Rev. 
G.  H.  Nall,  M.A. 

—  Anabasis.     Book  IV.     Edited  by  Rer. 
E.  D.  Stone,  M.A. 

—  Selections  from  Book  IV.  of  "  Thb 
Anabasis."     Edit,  by  Rev.  E.  D.  Stone, 

—  Selections    from    the    Cvropaedia. 
Edited  by  Rev.  A.  H.  Cooke,  M.A. 

The  following  more  advanced  books  have 
Introd-uctions,  Notes,  but  no  Vocabularies  : 

Cicero.— Select  Letters.     Edit,  by  Rev. 

G.  E.  Jeans,  M.A. 
Herodotus.— Selections     from     Books 

VII.   AND   VIII.     The    Expedition    or 

Xerxes.     Edited  by  A.  H.  Cooke,  M.A. 
Horace. — Selections  from  the  Satires 

AND  Epistles.     Edited  by  Rev.  W.  J.  V. 

Baker,  M.A. 

—  Select    Epodes    and    Ars    Pobtica. 
Edited  by  H.  A.  Dalton,  M.A. 

Plato. — Euthyphro     and     Menexenus. 

Edited  by  C.  E.  Graves,  M.A. 
Terence. — Scenes    from    the    Andria. 

Edited  by  F.  W.  Cornish,  M.A. 
The  Greek   Elegiac  Poets,   from  Cal- 

LiNUS   to   Callimachus.      Selected   and 

Edited  by  Rev.  H.  Kynaston. 
Thucydides.      Book    IV.,    Chaps,    i. — Ixi. 

The  Capture  of  Sphacteria.     Edited 

by  C.  E.  Graves,  M.A. 
Virgil. — Georgics.     Book  II.     Edited  by 

Rev.  J.  H.  Skrine,  M.A. 

Other  Volumes  to  follow. 


MACMILLAN'S      CLASSICAL      SERIES 
FOR     COLLEGES     AND      SCHOOLS. 

Fcp.  8vo.  Being  select  portions  of  Greek 
and  Latin  authors,  edited,  with  Introductions 
and  Notes,  for  the  use  of  Middle  and  Upper 
Forms  of  Schools,  or  of  Candidates  for  Public 
Examinations  at  the  Universities  and  else- 
where. 

.(Eschines.— In  Ctesiphontem.  Edited  by 
Rev.  T.  Gwatkin,  M.A.,  and  E.  S. 
Shuckburgh,  M.A.  [In  the  Press, 

iEscHYLUs.  — Pers^.  Edited  by  A.  O. 
Prickard,  M.A.     With  Map.     3J.  bd. 

—  The  "  Seven  Against  Thebes."  Edit, 
by  A.  W.  Verrall,  Litt.D.,  and  M.  A. 
Bayfield,  M.A.     3.^.  td. 

Andocides.— De  Mysteriis.  Edited  by 
W.  J.  HicKiE,  M.A.     ^s.  6d. 

Attic  Orators,  Selections  from  the. 
Antiphon,  Andocides,  Lysias,  Isocrates, 
and  Isaeus.    Ed.  by  R.  C.  Jebb,  Litt.D.   os. 

C^SAR. — The  Gallic  War.  Edited  after 
Kraner  by  Rev.  J.  Bond,  M.A.,  and  Rev, 
A.  S.  Walpole,  M.A.     With  Maps.     6s. 

Catullus. — Select  Poems.  Edited  by  F. 
P.  Simpson,  B.A.  55-.  [The  Text  of  this 
Edition  is  carefully  adapted  to  School  use.] 

Cicero. — The  Catiline  Or.^.tioks.  From 
the  German  of  Karl  Halm.  Edited  by 
A.  S.  Wilkins,  Litt.D.     -^s.  bd. 

—  Pro  Lege  Manilia.  Edited,  after  Halm, 
by  Prof  A.  S.  Wilkins,  Litt.D.     ■is.  6d. 

—  The  Second  Philippic  Oration.  From 
the  German  of  Karl  Halm.  Edited,  with 
Corrections  and  Additions,  by  Prof.  J.  E.  B. 
Mayor,     sj. 

—  Pro  Roscio  Amerino.  Edited,  after 
Halm,  by  E.  H.  Donkin,  M.A.     4^.  6d. 

—  Pro  p.  Sestio.  Edited  by  Rer.  H.  A. 
Holden,  M.A.     ss. 

—  Select  Letters.  Edited  by  Prof.  R.  Y. 
Tyrrell,  M.A. 

Demosthenes. — De  Coron.\.  Edited  by  B. 
Drake,  M.A.  New  and  revised  edit.  4s. 6d. 

—  Adversus  Leptinem.  Edited  by  Rev. 
J.  R.  King,  M.A.     4J.  6d. 

—  The  First  Philippic.  Edited,  after  C. 
Rehdantz,  by  Rev.  T.  Gwatkin.     2s.  6d. 

Euripides.— HippOLYTUs.  Edited  by  Prof. 
J.  P.  Mahaffy  and  J.  B.  Bury.     35-.  6d. 

—  Medea.  Edited  by  A.  W.  Verrall, 
Litt.D.     3J.  6d. 

—  Iphigenia  in  Tauris.  Edited  by  E.  B. 
England,  M.A.     4^.  6d. 

—  Ion.  Ed.  by  M.  A.  Bayfield,  M.A.  -^.bd. 
Herodotus,     Book  III.     Edited  by  G.  C. 

Macaulay,  M.A. 

—  Book  VI.   Ed.byProf.J.STRACHAN,M.A, 

—  Book  VII.  Ed.byMrs.  Montagu  Butler. 
Homer.— Iliad.     Books  I.  IX.  XI.  XVI.- 

XXIV.  The  Story  of  Achilles.  Ed.  by 
J.  H.PRATT,M.A.,andW.LEAF,Litt.D.  6s. 

—  Odyssey.  Book  IX.  Edited  by  Prof. 
J.  E.  B.  Mayor,  M.A.     2s.  6d. 

—  Odyssey.  Books  XXL— XXIV.  The 
Triumph  of  Ody.sseus.  Edited  by  S.  G. 
Hamilton,  B.A.     3*.  6d. 
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MAC-MILLAN'S    CLASSICAL    SERIES— 
continued. 

Horace.— The  Odes.  Edit-d  by  T.  E. 
Page,  M.A.  6s.  (Books  I.  II.  III.  and 
IV.  separately,  2^-.  each.) 

—  The  Satires.  Edited  by  Prof.  A. 
Palmer,  M.A.     ds. 

—  The  Epistles  and  Ars  Poetica.  Edit, 
by  Prof.  A.  S.  Wilkins,  Litt.D.     ts. 

Juvenal.— Thirteen  Satires.  Edited,  for 
the  use  of  Schools,  by  E.  G.  Hardy,  M.A. 
5J.  [The  Text  of  this  Edition  is  carefully 
adapted  to  School  use.] 

—  Select  Satires.  Edited  by  Prof.  John 
E.  B.  Mayor.  X.  and  XL  y.  6d.  ;  XII.— 
XVI.   ^s.6d. 

LiVY.  Books  II.  and  III.  Edited  by  Rev. 
H.  M.  Stephenson,  M.A.     5^-. 

—  Books  XXI.  and  XXII.  Edited  by  Rev. 
W.  W.  Capes,  M.A.     5:?. 

—  Books  XXIII.  and  XXIV.  Ed.  byG.  C. 
Macaulay.     With  Maps.     55. 

—  The  Last  Two  Kings  of  Macedon. 
Extracts  from  the  Fourth  and  Fifth  De- 
cades of  Livy.  Selected  and  Edit,  by  F.  H. 
Rawlins,  M.A.     With  Maps.     3^-.  6d. 

Lucretius.  Books  I. — III.  Edited  by 
J.  H.  Warburton  Lee,  M.A.     4i-.  6d. 

Lysias. — Select  Orations.  Edited  by 
E.  S.  Shuckburgh,  M.A.     6j. 

Martial. — Select  Epigrams.  Edited  by 
Rev.  H.  M.  Stephenson,  M.A.     6s.  bd. 

Ovid.— Fasti.  Edited  by  G.  H.  Kallam, 
M.A.     With  r\laps.     5^-. 

—  Heroidum  Epistul^  XIII.  Edited  by 
E.  S.  Shuckburgh,  M.A.     4^^.  bd. 

—  Metamorphoses.  Books  XI II.  and  XIV. 
Edited  by  C.  Simmons,  M.A.     4^.  6d. 

Plato. — The  Republic.  Books  I.r-V. 
Edited  by  T.  H.  Warren,  M.A.     6^. 

—  Laches.  Edited  by  M.  T.  Tatham, 
M.A.     2s.  6d. 

Plautu.s. — Miles  Gloriosus.  Edited  by 
Prof.  R.  Y.  Tyrrell,  M.A.     5.?. 

—  Amphitruo.  Ed.byA.  Palmer,  M.A.  ^s. 

Pliny. — Letters.    Books  I.  and  II.   Edited 

by  J.  Cowan,  M.A.     ^s. 
Pliny. — Letters.  Booklll.  Edited  by  Prof. 

J.  E.  B.  Mayor.     With  Life  of  Pliny  by 

G.  H.  Rendall.     5,y. 
Plutarch. — Life  of  Themistokles.    Ed. 

by  Rev.  H.  A.  Holden,  M.A.,  LL.D,    5^. 

—  Lives  of  Galea  and  Otho.  Edited  by 
E.  G.  Hardy,  M.A.     6.f. 

PoLYBius.  The  History-  of  the  Achaean 
League  as  contained  in  the  remains  of 
Polybius.  Edited  by  W.  W.  Capes,  bs.  bd. 

Propertius. — Select  Poems.  Edited  by 
Prof.  J.  P.  Postgate,  M.A.     bs. 

Sallust. — Catiline  and  Jugurtha.  Ed. 
by  C.  Merivale,  D.D.  4^-.  bd. — Or  sepa- 
rately, 2^.  bd.  each. 

—  Bellum  Catulinae.  Edited  by  A.  M. 
Cook,  M.A.     4J.  bd. 


MACMILLAN'S    CLASSICAL    SERIES— 
continued. 

Tacitus.— Agricola  and  Germania.  Ed. 
by  A.  J.  Church,  M.A.,  and  W.  J. 
Brodribb,  M.A.  3.y.  6^.— Or  separately, 
2S.  each. 

—  The  Annals.  Book  VI.  By  the  same 
Editors.     2s.  bd. 

—  The  Histories.  Books  I.  and  II. 
Edited  by  A.  D.  Godley,  M.A.     5^. 

—  The  Histories.  Books  III.— V.  By 
the  same  Editor.     5^. 

Terence.— Hauton  Timorumenos.  Edit. 
by  E.  S.  Shuckburgh,  M.A.  3^.- With 
Translation,  4.?.  bd. 

—  Phormio.  Ed.  by  Rev.  J.  Bond,  M.A., 
and  Rev.  A.  S.  Walpole,  M.A.     45.  bd. 

Thucydides.  Book  IV.  Edited  by  C.  E. 
Graves,  M.A.     5^. 

—  Book  V.     By  the  same  Editor. 

—  Books  VI.  and  VII.  The  Sicilian  Ex- 
PEDiTiOxX.  Edited  by  Rev.  P.  Frost, 
M.A.     With  Map.     5^. 

Virgil.— iENEiD.  Books  II.  and  III.  The 
Narrative  of  ^Ene.\s.  Edited  by  E.  W. 
HowsoN,  M.A.     3jr. 

Xenophon.— Hei.lenica.  Books  I.  and  II. 
Edited  by  H.  Hailstone,  M.A.     45.  6d. 

—  Cyrop^dia.  BooksVII.  and  VIII.  Ed. 
by  Prof.  A.  Goodwin,  M.A.     5^. 

—  Memorabilia  Socr.\tis.  Edited  by 
A.  R.  Cluer,  B.A.     65. 

—  The  Anabasis.  Books  I.— IV.  Edited 
by  Professors  W.  W.  Goodwin  and  J.  W. 
White.  Adapted  to  Goodwin's  Greek 
Grammar.     With  a  Map.     5^. 

—  HiERO.  Edited  by  Rev.  H.  A.  Holden, 
M.A.,  LL.D.     3^.  bd.  ^':ZM 

—  Oeconomicus.  By  the  same  Editor. 
With  Introduction,  Explanatory'  Notes, 
Critical  Appendix,  and  Lexicon.     6^. 

The  follozving  are  in  preparation  : 
Demosthenes. — In    Midiam.      Edited    by 

Prof.   A.  S.  Wilkins,  Litt.D.,  and  Her- 
man Hager,  Ph.D. 
Euripides^ — B.a.cchae.      Edited    by    Prof. 

R.  Y.  Tyrrell,  M.A. 
Herodotus.      Book  V.      Edited   by   Prof. 

J.  Strachan,  M.A. 
Is^os. — The  Orations.     Edited   by  Prof. 

Wm.  Ridgeway,  M.A. 
Ovid. — Metamorphoses.     Books    I. — III. 

Edited  by  C.  Simmons,  M.A. 
Sallust. — Jugurtha.     Edited  by  A.    M. 

Cook,  M.x\. 
Tacitus. — The  Annals.     Books  I.  and  II. 

Edited  by  J.  S.  Reid,  Litt.D. 
Other  Volumes  -will follow. 

MACMILLAN'S  GEOGRAPHICAL 
SERIES.  Edited  by  Archibald  Geikie, 
F.R.S.,  Director-General  of  the  Geological 
Survey  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
The  Teaching  of  Gedgraphy.  A  Practical 
Handbook  tor  the  use  of  Teachers.  Globe 
8vo.     7S. 
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M  AC  ^r  ILL  AX'S  GEOGRAPHICAL 
SERI ES — contimied. 

Geography  of  the   British   Isles.      By 

Archibald  Geikie,  F.R.S.     i8mo.     i^-. 
The  Elementary  School  Atlas.   24  Maps 

in   Colours.      Bj-    John    Bartholomew, 

F.R.G.S.     4to.     i.r. 
An  Elementary  Class-Book  of  General 

Geography.     By   Hugh   Robert  Mill, 

D.Sc.  Edin.     Illustrated.     Cr.  8vo.     3J.  ^d. 
Map   Drawing   and   Map   Making.      By 

W.  A.  Elderton. 
Geography  of  the  British  Colonies.  By 

G.  M.  D.\wson  and  Alex.  Sutherland. 
Geography  of  Europe.     By  James  Sime, 

M.A.     With  Illustrations.     Globe  8vo. 
Geography  of  North  America.    By  Prof. 

N.  S.  Shaler. 
Geography  of  India.     By  H.   F.   Blan- 

ford,  F.G.S. 

MACMILLAN'S  science  CLASS- 
BOOKS.     Fcp.  Svo. 

Lessons  in  Elementary  Physics.  By 
Prof.  Balfour  Stewart,  F.R.S.  New 
Edition.     45-.  dd.     (Questions  on,  2J.) 

Examples  in  Physics.  By  Prof.  D.  E. 
Jones,  B.Sc.     3jr.  (id. 

Questions  and  Examples  on  Experi- 
mental Physics  :  Sound,  Light,  Heat, 
Electricity,  and  Magnetism.  By  B.  Loewy, 
F.R.A.S.     Fcp.  Svo.     2:?. 

A  Graduated  Course  of  Natural  Sci- 
ence for  Elementary  and  Technical 
Schools  and  Colleges.  Part  I.  First 
Year's  Course.     By  the  same.    Gl.  Svo.    25-. 

Sound,  Elementary  Lessons  on.  By  Dr. 
W.  H.  Stone.     3^.  dd. 

Electric  Light  Arithmetic.  By  R.  E. 
Day,  M.A.     -zs. 

A  Collection  of  Examples  on  Heat  and 
Electricity.   By  H.  H.  Turner,  -zs.td. 

An  Elementary  Treatise  on  Steam.  By 
Prof.  J.  Perry,  C.E.     45.  td. 

Electricity  and  Magnetism.  By  Prof. 
SiLVANUs  Thompson.     i,s.  6d. 

Popular  Astronomy.  By  Sir  G.  B.  Airy, 
K.C.B.,  late  Astronomer-Royal.     4J.  6d. 

Elementary  Lessons  on  Astronomy.  By 
J.  N.  LocKYER,  F.R.S.  New  Edition. 
5J.  6d.     (Questions  on,  \s.  6d.) 

Lessons  in  Elementary  Chemistry.  By 
Sir  H.  RoscoE,  F.R.S.  45.  6.^'.— Problems 
adapted  to  the  same,  by  Prof.  Thorpe. 
With  Key.     2s. 

Owens  College  Junior  Course  or  Prac- 
tical Chemistry.  By  F.  Jones.  With 
Preface  by  Sir  H.  RoscoE,  F.R.S.    2s.  6d. 

Questions  on  Chemistry.  A  Series  of 
Problems  and  Exercises  in  Inorganic  and 
Organic  Chemistry.     By  F.  Jones.     35. 

Owens  College  Course  or  Practical 
Organic  Chemistry.  By  Julius  B. 
Cohen,  Ph.D.  With  Preface  by  Sir  H. 
Roscoe  and  Prof.  Schorlemmer.    25-.  6d, 

Elements  of  Che.mistry.  By  Prof.  Ira 
Remsen.     2s.  6d. 


MACMILLAN'S  SCIENCE  CLASS- 
BOOKS  -  continued. 

Experimental  Proofs  of  Chemical 
Theory  for  Bp:gin.\ers.  By  William 
Ra.msay,  Ph.D.     2s.  6d. 

Numerical  Tables  and  Constants  in 
Elementary  Science.  By  Sydney 
L UPTON,  M.A.     2s.  6d. 

Physical  Geography,  Elementary  Les- 
sons IN.  By  Archibald  Geikie,  F.R.S. 
4.y.  6d.    (Questions  on,  is.  6d.) 

Elementary  Lessons  in  Physiology.  By 
T.  H.  Huxley,  F.R.S.  4.f.  6d.  (Ques- 
tions on,  IS.  6d.) 

Lessons  in  Ele.mentary  Anatomy.  By 
St.  G.  MivART,  F.R.S.     6s.  6d. 

Lessons  in  Elementary  Botany.  By 
Prof.  Oliver,  F.R.S.     4^.  6d. 

Diseases  of  Field  and  Garden  Crops. 
By  W.  G.  Smith.     4s.  6d. 

Lessons  in  Logic,  Inductive  and  Deduc- 
tive.    By  W.  S.  Jevons,  LL.D.    3s.  bd. 

Political  Economy  for  Beginners.  By 
Mrs.  Fawcett.     With  Questions.     2s.  bd. 

The  Economics  of  Industry.  By  Prof. 
A.  Marshall  and  M.  P.  Marshall. 
2S.  6d. 

Elementary  Lessons  in  the  Science  of 
Agricultural  Practice.  By  Prof.  H. 
Tanner,     ^s.  6d. 

Class-Book  of  Geography.  By  C.  B. 
Clarke,  F.R.S.    3^.  6c/.  ;  sewed,  35-. 

Short  Geography  of  the  British  Is- 
lands. By  J.  R.  Green  and  Alice  S. 
Green.     With  Maps.     ^s.  6d. 

MACMILLAN'S  PROGRESSIVE 
FRENCH  COURSE.  By  G.  EuGi:NE 
Fasnacht.     Extra  fcp.  Svo. 

I.  First  Year,  containing  Easy  Lessons 
IX  THE  Regular  Accidence.  Thoroughly 
revised  Edition,     is. 

II.  Second  Year,  containing  An  Ele- 
mentary Grammar.  With  copious  Exer- 
cises, Notes,  and  Vocabularies.  New 
Edition,  enlarged.     2s. 

III.  Third  Year,  containing  a  System- 
atic Syntax  and  Lessons  in  Compo- 
sition.    2s.  bd. 

The  Teacher's  Companion  to  the  same. 
With  copious  Notes,  Hints  for  different 
renderings.  Synonyms,  Philological  Re- 
marks, etc.  ist  Year,  i,s.  bd.  2nd  Year, 
i,s.  bd.     3rd  Year,  4^-.  bd. 

MACMILLAN'S  PROGRESSIVE 
FRENCH  READERS.  By  G.  Eugene 
Fasnacht.     Extra  fcp.  Svo. 

I.  First  Year,  containing  Tale.s,  His- 
torical Extracts,  Letters,  Dia- 
logues, Fables,  Ballads,  Nursery 
Songs,  etc.  With  Two  Vocabularies :  (i) 
In  the  Order  of  Subjects  ;  (2)  In  Alpha- 
betical Order.     2s.  bd. 

II.  Second  Year,  containing  Fiction  im 
Prose  and  Verse,  Historical  and 
Descriptive  Extracts,  Essays,  Let- 
ters, etc.     2s.  bd. 
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MACMILLANS      FRENCH      COMPOSI- 
TION.   By  G.  Eugene  Fasnacht.    Extra 
fcp.  8vo. 
Part  I.    Elementary.     2s.  6d.  —  Part   II. 

Advanced. 
The  Teacher's  Companiok  to  the  Same. 
Part  I.     4.y.  Sd. 

MACMILLAN'S  PROGRESSIVE 
GERMAN  COURSE.  By  G.  EugI:ne 
Fasnacht.     Extra  fcp.  8vo. 

I.  First  Year,  containing  Easy  Lessons 
ON  the  Regular  Accidence.     \s.  6d. 

II.  Second  Year,  containing  Conversa- 
tional Lessons  on  Systematic  Acci- 
dence AND  Elementary  Syntax,  with 
Philological  Illustrations  and  Ety- 
mological Vocabulary.  New  Edition, 
enlarged.     3^.  6d. 

The  Teacher's  Companion  to  the  same. 
I  St  Year,  4^.  6d.  ;  2nd  Year,  4J.  6d. 

MACMILLAN'S  PROGRESSIVE 

GERMAN  READERS.  By  G.  Eug^nb 
Fasnacht.  Extra  .'c  ip.  8vo. 
I.  First  Year,  containing  an  Introduc- 
tion to  the  German  order  of  Words, 
WITH  Copious  Examples,  Extracts 
FROM  German  Authors  in  Prose  and 
Poetry,  Notes,  Vocabularies.    2s.  6d. 

MACMILLAN'S   SERIES   OF   FOREIGN 
SCHOOL  CLASSICS.     Edited   by  G.   E. 
Fasnacht.     iSmo. 
Select   works   of  the  best  foreign   Authors, 

with    suitable    Notes    and     Introductions 

based  on  the  latest  researches  of  French 

and  German  Scholars  by  practical  masters 

and  teachers. 

FRENCH. 
Corkeille.— Le   Cid.      Edited    by   G.    E. 

Fasnacht.     is. 
Dumas.— Les   Demoiselles  de  St.  Cyr. 

Edited  by  Victor  Oger.     i.f.  6d. 
French  Readings  from  Roman  History. 

Selected  from  various  Authors.     Edited  by 

C.  CoLBECK,  M.A.     4J.  6d. 
La   Fontaine's    Fables.      Books   I. — VI. 

Ed.  by  L.  M.  Moriarty.  \In preparation. 
Moliere. — Les   Femmes   Savantes.      By 

G.  E.  Fasnacht.     \s. 

—  Le  Misanthrope.     By  the  same.     u. 

—  Le  M^decin  Malgr6  Lui.  By  the 
same.     \s. 

—  L'Avare.  Edited  by  L.  M.  Mori- 
arty.     IS. 

—  Le  Bourgeois  Gentilhomme.  By  the 
same,     \s.  6d. 

Racine.— Britannicus.  Edited  by  Eug^nb 

Pellissier.     ■zs. 
Sand   (George). — La    Mare    au    Diable. 

Edited  by  W.  E.  Russell,  M.A.     is. 
Sandeau  (Jules). — Mademoiselle   de  la 

Seigli^re.    Edit,  by  H.  C.  Steel.    \s.  6d. 
Thiers's     History     of     the     Egyptian 

Expedition.      Edited    by   Rev.    H.    A. 

Bull,  M.A. 
Voltaire. — Charles  XII.  Edited  by  G.  E. 

Fasnacht.    3^.  6d. 


MACMILLAN'S  FOREIGN  SCHOOL 
CLASSICS — continued. 

GERMAN. 
Frbytag. — DoKTOR  LuTHER.      Edited  by 

Francis  Storr,  M.A.      [In  preparation. 
Goethe. — Gotz  von  Berlichingen.    Edit. 

by  H.  A.  Bull,  M.A.     2s. 
^  Faust.  Parti.  Ed.  by  Miss  J.Lee.  4.^.6^. 
Heine. — Selections    from    the    Reise- 

bilder  and  other  Prose  Works.    Edit. 

by  C.  CoLBECK,  M.A.     -zs.  6d. 
Lessing. — Minna  von  Barnhelm.    Edited 

by  J.  SiME,  M.A.  [Ift preparation. 

Schiller. — Die  Jungfrau  Von  Orleans. 

Edited  by  Joseph  Gostwick.     2s.  (yd. 

—  Maria  Stuart.  Edited  by  C.  Sheldon, 
M.A.,  D.Lit.     23.  6d. 

—  Wallenstein.  Part  I.  Das  Lager. 
Edited  by  H.  B.  Cotterill,  M.A.     ■zs. 

—  Wilhelm  Tell.  Edited  by  G.  E.  Fas- 
nacht.    2S.  bd. 

—  Selections  from  Schiller's  Lyrical 
Poems.  Edited  by  E.  J.  Turner,  M.A., 
and  E.  D.  A.  Morshead,  M.A.     ■is.  6d. 

Uhland. — Select  Ballads.  Adapted  as 
a  First  Easy  Reading  Book  for  Beginners, 
Edited  by  G.  E.  Fasnacht.     xs. 

MACMILLAN'S  PRIMARY   SERIES   OF 
FRENCH   AND  GERMAN   READING 
BOOKS.       Edited    by    G.    Eugene    Fas- 
wacht.     With  Illustrations,     Globe  Bvo. 
Cornaz. — Nos  Enfants  et  Leurs  Amts. 

Edited  by  Edith  Hakvey.     is.  6d. 
Db  Maistre. — La  Jeune  Sib^rienne  et 

le  L^preux  de  la  Cite  d'Aoste.     Edit. 

by  S.  Barlet,  B.Sc.     is.  6d. 
Florian. — Select     Fables.       Edited    by 

Charles  Yeld,  ^I.A.     t.s.  6d. 
Grimm. — Kinder-     und     Hausmarchen. 

Selected  and  Edited  by  G.  E.  Fasnacht. 

Illustrated,     'zs.  6d. 
Hauff.— Die  Karavane.    Edited  by  Her- 
man H.\ger,  Ph.D.     With  Exercises  by 

G.   E.    FASN.A.CHT.       3J. 

La  Fontaine. — Fables.  A  Selection,  by 
L.  M.  Moriarty,  M.A.  With  Illustra- 
tions by  Randolph  Caldecott.     2s.  6d. 

MOLESWORTH.  —  FrENCH  LiFE  IN  LETTERS. 

By  Mrs.  Molesworth.     ts.  6d. 
Perrault. — CoNTES  DE  F^ES.     Edited  by 
G.  E.  Fasnacht.     t.s.  6d. 

SCHMID. — HeINRICH  VON  ElCHENFELS.    Ed. 

by  G.  E.  Fasnacht.     2j.  6d. 

MACNAMARA(C.).— A  History  OF  Asiatic 
Cholera.     Crown  8vo.     10s.  6d. 

MACQU0ID(K.S.).— Patty.  Globe  8vo,  2s. 

MADAGASCAR  :  An  Historical  and  De- 
scriptive Account  of  the  Island  and  its 
FORMER  Dependencies.  By  Captain  S. 
Oliver,  F.S.  A.  2  vols.    Med.  8vo.    2l.12s.6d. 

MADAME  TABBY'S  ESTABLISHMENT, 
By  Karl  Illustrated  by  L.  Wain.  Crown 
8vo.     4i-.  6d. 

MADOC  (Fayr).— The  Story  of  Melicent, 
Crown  Bvo.     4^.  6d. 
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MADOC  (Fayr).— Margaret  Jermine.  3 
vols.     Crown  8vo.     31J.  6d. 

MAGUIRE  (J.  F.).  Young  Pkixce  Mari- 
gold.    Illustrated.     Globe  8vo.     4^.  6d. 

MAHAFFY  (Rev.  Prof.  J.  P.).— Social  Life 
IN  Greece,  from  Homer  to  Menander. 
6th  Edition.     Crown  8vo.     t)s. 

Greek  Life  and  Thought  from  the 

Age  ok  Alexander  to  the  Ro.man  Con- 
quest.    Crown  8vo.     \2S.  6d. 

Rambles  and  Studies  in  Greece.  Illus- 
trated.    3rd  Edition.     Crown  8vo.     los.  6d. 

The    Greek;    World    under    Roman 

Sway.     Crown  8vo.  [fn  the  Press. 

A  History  of  Classical  Greek  Lite- 

R.\TURE.  2  vols.  Crown  8vo.  Vol.  I.  The 
Poets.  With  an  Appendix  on  Homer  by 
Prof.  Sayce.  gs.—Yo\.  II.  The  Prose 
Writers.     In  2  Parts,  ^s.  6d.  each. 

Greek  Antiquities.    Illust.    i8mo.    is. 

Euripides.     iSmo.     is.  6d. 

The  Decay  of  Modern  Preaching: 

An  Essay.     Crown  8vo.     35.  6d. 

The  Principles  of  the  Art  of  Con- 
versation.    2nd  Ed.     Crown  8vo.     4^.  6d. 

MAHAFFY  (Rev.  Prof.  J.  P.)  and  ROGERS 
(J.  E.).— Sketches  from  a  Tour  through 
Holland  and  Germany.  Illustrated  by 
J.  E.  Rogers.     Extra  crown  8vo.     los.  6d. 

MAHAFFY  (Prof.  J.  P.)  and  BERNARD 
(J.  H.).— Kant's  Critical  Philosophy  for 
English  Readers.  A  new  and  completed 
Edition  in  2  vols.  Crown  Bvu. — Vol.  I.  The 
Kritik  of  Pure  Reason  Explained  and 
Defended,  -js.  6d. — Vol.  II.  The  "Pro- 
legomena." Translated,  with  Notes  and 
Appendices.     6s. 

MAITLAND(F.  W.).— Pleas  of  the  Crown 
for  the  County  of  Gloucester,  a.d.  1221. 
Edited  by  F.  W.  Maitland.    Svo.     -js.  6d. 

Justice  and  Police.     Cr.  8vo.     3^.  6d. 

MALET  (Lucas).— Mrs.  Lorimer:  A  Sketch 
IN  Black  and  White.     Cr.  Svo.     45.  6d. 

MANCHESTER  SCIENCE  LECTURES 
FOR  THE  PEOPLE.  Eighth  Series, 
1876 — 77.     With  Illustrations.     Cr.  8vo.     2s. 

MANSFIELD  (C.  B.).— A  Theory  of  Salts. 
Crown  Svo.     14J. 

Aerial  Navigation.     Cr.  Svo.     lo^.  6d. 

MARKHAM  (C.  R.).— Life  of  Robert 
Fairfax,  of  Steeton.     Svo.     i2j.  6d. 

MARRIOTT  (J.  A.  R.).— The  Makers  of 
Modern  Italy  :  Mazzini,  Cavour,  Gari- 
baldi. Three  Oxford  Lectures.  Crown 
8yo.     is.  6d. 

MARSHALL  (Prof  Alfred).— Principles  of 
Economics.  2  vols.  Svo.   Vol.  i.  i25-.6^.  net. 

MARSHALL  (Prof  A.  and  Mary  P.).— The 
Economics  OF  Industry.  E.x.fcp.Svo.  2s.6d. 

MARSHALL  (J.  M.).— A  Table  of  Irregu- 
lar Greek  Verbs.     Svo.     is-. 

MARTEL  (Chas.).— Military  Italy.  With 
Map.     Svo.     1-2S.  6d. 

MARTIAL. — Select  Epigrams  for  Eng- 
lish Readers.  Translated  by  W.  T.  Webb, 
M.A.     Extra  fcp.  Svo.     4^.  6d. 


MARTIAL.— Select  Epigrams.  Ed.  by  Rev. 

H.  M.  Stephenson,  M.A.    Fcp.  Svo.    6s.6d. 
MARTIN    (Frances).  -The    Poet's    Hour. 

Poetry  Selected  and  Arranged  for  Children. 

i2mo.     2S.  6d. 
Spring-Time  with  the  Pc^ets.     i8mo. 

2s.  6d. 
Angelique   Arnauld,    Abbess  of   Port 

Roj'al.     Crown  8%'o.     ^s.  6d. 
MARTIN    (Frederick).— The    History    of 

Lloyd's,  and  of  ^Marine  Insurance   in 

Gre.'it  Britain.     8vo.     14J. 
MARTI  NEAU     (Harriet).  —  Biographical 

Sketches,  1852 — 75.     Crown  Svo.     6s. 
MARTINEAU  (Dr.  James).— Spinoza.     2nd 

Edition.     Crown  Svo.     6s. 
MARTINEAU  (Miss  C.  A.).— Easy  Lessons 

on  Heat.     Globe  Svo.     2s.  6d. 
MASSON   (Prof  David).— Recent   British 

Philosophy.     3rd  Edition.     Cr.  Svo.     6s. 
Drummond  of  Hawthornden.     Crown 

Svo.     Tos.  6d. 

Wordsworth,   Shelley,    Keats,   and 

other  Ess.\ys.     Crown  Svo.     55-. 

Chatterton  :   A  Story  of  the  Year 

1770.     Crown  Svo.     5^-. 

Life  of  Milton.     See  "  Milton." 

Milton's  Poems.     See  "  Milton." 

DeQuincey.  Cr.  Svo.   is.  6d.  ;  sewed,  u. 

MASSON  (Gustave).— A  Compendious  Dic- 

TION.\RY       of       the       FrENCH        LANGUAGE 

(French-English  and  English-French). 
Crown  Svo.     6^. 

La  Lyre  Fran^aise.  Selected  and  ar- 
ranged, with  Notes.  Vignette.   iSmo.   4.y.  6d. 

MASSON  (Mrs.).— Three  Centuries  of 
English  Poetry.  Being  Selections  from 
Chaucer  to  Herrick.     Globe  Svo.     3^-.  6d. 

MATHEWS.— The  Life  of  Charles  J. 
Mathews.  Edited  by  Charles  Dickens. 
With  Portraits.     2  vols.     Svo.     25.^. 

MATTHEWS (G.  F.).— A  Manual  of  Loga- 
rithms.    Svo.  [In  the  Press. 

MATURIN  (Rev.  W.).— The  Blessedness 
of  the  Dead  in  Christ.     Cr.  Svo.     -js.  6d. 

MAUDSLEY(Dr.  Henry).— The  Physiology 
OF  Mind.     Crown  Svo.     los.  6d. 

The  Pathology  of  Mind.     Svo.     \?>s. 

Body  and  Mind.     Crown  Svo.     6s.  6d. 

MAURICE.— Life  of  Frederick  Denison 

Maurice.  By  his  Son,  Frederick  Maurice, 
Two  Portraits.  3rd  Ed.  2  vols.  Demy  Svo.  36.9. 
Popular  Edition  (4th  Thousand)     2   vols. 
Crown  Svo.     16s. 
MAURICE  (Frederick  Denison).— The  King- 
dom of  Christ.  3rd  Ed.  2  vols.  Cr.  Svo.  i2j. 

Lectures  on   the  Apocalypse.     2nd 

Edition.     Crown  Svo.     6^. 

Social  Morality.    3rd  Ed.    Cr.  Svo.  6s. 

The  Conscience.   Lectures  on  Casuistry. 

3rd  Edition.     Crown  Svo.     45.  6d. 
Dialogues  on  FA^HLY  Worship.  Crown 

Svo.     4J.  6d. 
The  Patriarchs  and  Lawgivers  of  the 

Old  Testament.    7th  Ed.    Cr.  Svo.    ^s.  6d. 


40 


MACMILLAN    AND    CO.'S 


.MAURICE   (F.   D.)-— The    Prophets    and 

Kings  of  the  Old  Testament.     5th  Edit. 

Crown  8vo.     6s. 
The    Gospel    of    the     Kingdom     of 

Heav^en.     3rd  Edition.     Crown  8vo.     6^. 
The  Gospel  of  St.  John.     8th  Edition. 

Crown  8vo.     6s. 
The  Epistles  of  St.  John.  4th  Edition. 

Crown  8vo.     6s. 
Expository  Sermons  on  the  Prayer- 

BooK  ;  and  on  the  Lords  Prayer.     New 

Edition.     Crown  Svo.     6s. 
Theological  Essays.   4th  Edition.    Crn. 

Svo.     6^. 
The  Doctrine  of  Sacrifice  deduced 

from  the  Scriptures.    2nd  Edition.  Crown 

Svo.     6*. 
Moral  and  Metaphysical  Philosophy. 

4th  Edition.     2  vols.     Svo.     i6s. 
The   Religions   of  the  World.      6th 

Edition.     Crown  Svo.     4s.  6d. 
On  the  Sabbath  Day  ;  the  Character 

of  the  Warrior;  and  on  the  Interpre- 
tation OF  History.     Fcp.  Svo.     2^.  6ii. 

Learning  and  Working.  Cr.  Svo.  ^s.  6d. 

The  Lord's  Prayer,  the  Creed,  and 

the  Commandments.     iSmo.     is. 
Sermons      PreacAed      in      Country 

Churches.     2nd  Edition.     Crown  Svo.     6.y. 
The  Friendship  of  Books,  and  other 

Lectures.     3rd  Edition.     Cr.  Svo.     4s.  6d. 
The  Unity  of  the  New  Testament. 

2nd  Edition.     2  vols.     Crown  Svo.     i2j. 
Lessons  of  Hope.     Readings  from  the 

Works  of  F.  D.  IM.A.rRiCE.    Selected  by  Rev. 

J.  Ll.  Davies,  IM.A.     Crown  Svo.     5.^. 
The   Communion   Service    from    the 

Book  of  Common  Prayer,  with  Select 

Readings   fro:m   the   Writings    of   the 

Rev.  F.  D.  Maurice.    Edited  by  the  Right 

Rev.  Bishop  Colenso.     i6mo.     2^.  6d. 

MAXWELL. — Professor  Clerk  Maxwell, 
a  LiFF.  of.  By  Prof.  L.  Campbell,  M.A., 
and  W.  Garnett,  M.A.  2nd  Edition. 
Crown  Svo.     jjr.  6d. 

MAYER  (Prof.  A.  M.).— Sound.  A  Series  of 
Simple,  Entertaining,  and  Inexpensive  Ex- 
periments in  the  Phenomena  of  Sound.  With 
Illustrations.     Crown  Svo.     3J.  6d. 

IMAYER(Prof.  A.  M.)and  BARNARD  (C.)— 
Light  A  Series  of  Simple,  Entertaining, 
and  Useful  Experiments  in  the  Phenomena 
of  Light.      Illustrated.     Crown  Svo.     25.  6d. 

MAYOR  (Prof.  John  E.  B.).— A  First  Greek 
Reader.     New  Edition.     Fcp.  Svo.     4^.  6d. 

Autobiography  of  Matthew  Robin- 
son.    Fcp.  Svo.     ^s. 

A    Bibliographical    Clue    to    Latin 

Literature.  Crown  Svo.  loy.  6d.  [See 
also  under  "Juvenal."] 

MAYOR  (Prof.  Joseph  B.).— Greek  for  Be- 
ginners. Fcp.  Svo.  Part  I.  is.  6d. — Parts 
II.  and  III.    3.y.  6d. — Complete,  4^.  6d. 

MAZINI  (Linda).— In  the  Golden  Shell. 
With  Illustrations.     Globe  Svo.     4J.  6d. 

MELEAGER.  Translated  into  English  Verse 
by  Walter  Headlam.     Fcp.  410. 


MELBOURNE.  — Memoirs  of  Viscount 
Melbourne.  By  W.  M.  Torrens.  With 
Portrait.     2nd  Edition.     2  vols.     Svo.     32^. 

MELDOLA  (Prof.  R.)— The  Chemistry  of 
Photography.     Crown  Svo.     6s. 

MELDOLA  (Prof.  R.)and  WHITE  (Wm.).— 
Report  on  the  East  Anglian  Earth- 
quake OF  22ND  April,  18S4.     Svo.     3^.  6d. 

MENDENHALL  (T.  C.).— A  Century  of 
Electricity.     Crown  Svo.     45'.  6d. 

MERCIER(Dr.  C.).— The  Nervous  System 
AND  THE  Mind.     Svo.     12^.  6d. 

MERCUR  (Prof.  J.).— Elements  of  the 
Art  of  War.     Svo.     17^. 

MEREDITH  (George).  — A  Reading  of 
Earth.     Extra  fcp.  Svo.     5^. 

Poems    and    Lyrics    of    the    Joy    of 

Earth.     Extra  fcp.  Svo.     6s. 

Ballads  and  Poems  of  Tragic  Life. 

Crown  Svo.     6^. 

MEYER  (Ernst  von). — History  of  Chemis- 
try.    Trans,  by  G.  MacGowan,  M.A.     Svo. 

MIALL.— Life  of  Edward  Miall.  By  his 
Son,  Arthur  Miall.     Svo.     10s.  6d. 

MILL  (H.  R.). — Elementary  Class-Book 
OF  Gener.\l  Geography.     Cr.  Svo.     3^.  6d. 

MILLAR  (J.B.) — Ele.me.nts  OF  Descriptive 
Geometry.     2nd  Edition.     Crown  Sro.     6s. 

MILLER  (R.  Kalley).— The  Romance  of 
Astronomy.     2nd  Ed.     Cr.  Svo.     4s.  6d. 

MILLIGAN  (Rev.  Prof.  W.).— The  Resur- 
rection OF  Our  Lord.  2nd  Ed.  Cr.  Svo.  ^s. 

— —  The  Revelation  of  St.  John.  2nd 
Edition.     Crown  Svo.     7J.  6d. 

MILNE  (Rev.  John  J.).— Weekly  Problem 
Papers.     Fcp.  Svo.     4.^.  6d. 

Companion  to  Weekly  Problems.    Cr. 

Svo.     10s.  6d. 

Solutions  of  Weekly  Problem  Papers. 

Crown  Svo.     io.y.  6d. 

MILNE  (Rev.  J.  J.)  and  DAVIS  (R.  F.).— 
Geometrical  Conics.  Part  I.  The  Para- 
bola.    Crown  Svo.     2s. 

MILTON.— The  Life  of  John  Milton. 
By  Prof.  David  Masson.  Vol.  I.,  2i.y.  ; 
Vol.  III.,  iZs.  ;  Vols.  IV.  and  V.,  32.?.  ;  Vol. 
VI.,  with  Portrait,  ■zis. 

Poetical  Works.  Edited,  with  Intro- 
ductions and  Notes,  by  Prof.  David  Masson, 
M.A.  3  vols.  8 NO.  (Uniform  with  the  Cam- 
bridge Shakespeare.) 

Poetical  Works.   Ed.  by  Prof.  Masson. 

3  vols.     Fcp.  Svo.     15.^. 

Poetical  Works.   {Globe  Edition. )    Ed. 

by  Prof  Masson.     Globe  Bvo.     3.1.  6d. 

Paradise  Lost.     Books  I.  and  II.    Ed., 

with  Introduction  and  Notes,  by  Prof.  M. 
Macmillan.  Globe  Svo.  is.  6d.  (Or  sepa- 
rately, IS.  6d.  each  Book.) 

L'Allegro,    II    Penseroso,    Lycidas, 

Arcades,  Sonnets,  etc.  Edited  by  Prof. 
Wm.  Bell,  M.A.     Globe  Svo.     is. 

CoMus.     Edited  by  Prof.   Wm.    Bell, 

M.A.     Globe  Svo.     is.  6d. 

Samson  Agonistes.      By   H.    M.   Per- 

CIVAL,  M.A.     Globe  Svo.     -zs.  6d. 


LIST   OF   PUBLICATIONS. 


41 


MILTON.     By  Mark  Pattisox.     Cr.  8vo. 

i^.  dd.  \  sewed,  \s. 
MILTON.     By  Rev.  Stopford  A.  Brooke, 

M.A.     Fcp.  8vo.     \s.  6d. 

Large  Paper  Edition,     ■zis.  net. 
MINCHIN  (Rev.    Prof.   G.   M.).— Nature. 

Veritas.     Fcp.  8vo.     2s.  6d. 
MINTO  (W.).— The  Mediation"  of  Ralph 

Hardei.ot.     3  vols.     Crown  8vo.     31J.  dd. 

Defoe.     Crown  Svo.    is.  6d.  ;  sewed,  u. 

MITFORD(A.  B.).— Tales  of  Old  Japan. 

With  Illustrations.     Crown  8vo.     3^.6^. 
MIVART  (St.    George).— Lessons    in    Ele- 
mentary Anato.my.     i8mo.     6.y.  6d. 
MIXTER  (Prof.  W.  G.).— An  Elementary 

Text-Book  of  Chemistry.     2nd  Edition. 

Crown  Svo.     7^-.  6d. 
MIZ  MAZE  (THE);  or,  The  Winkworth 

Puzzle.       A    Story    in    Letters     by    Nine 

Authors.     Crown  Svo.     45-.  6d. 
MOHAMMAD.— The  Speeches  and  Table- 

Talk    of    the    Prophet.     Translated   by 

Stanley  Lane-Poole.     iBmo.     4.?.  6d. 
MOLESWORTH     (Mrs.).        Illustrated     by 

W.alter  Crane. 

Herr  Baby.     Globe  Svo.     ■zs.  6d. 

Grandmother  Dear.     Globe  8vo.     2j.  6d. 

The  Tapestry  Room.     Globe  Svo.     2.?.  6d. 

A  Christmas  Child.     Globe  Svo.     2.s.  6d. 

Rosy.     Globe  Svo.     2s.  6d. 

Two  Little  Waifs.     Globe  Svo.     2s.  6d. 

Christmas  Tree  Land.     G1.  Svo.     2^-.  6d. 

"Us":  An  Old-Fashioned  Story.    Globe 
Svo.     2s.  6d. 

"Carrots,"  Just  a  Little  Boy.     Globe 
Svo.     2s.  6d. 

Tell  Me  a  Story.     Globe  Svo.     2.S-.  6d. 

The  Cuckoo  Clock.     Globe  Svo.     2^.  6d. 

Four  Winds  Farm.     Globe  Svo.     2s.  6d. 

Little  Miss  Peggy.     Globe  Svo.     2s.  6d. 

A  Christ.mas  Po.sy.     Crown  Svo.     ^s.  6d. 

The  Rectory  Children.     Cr.  Svo.     ^.6d. 

Su.MMER  Stories.     Crown  Svo.     4.5-.  6d. 

Four  Ghost  Stories.     Crown  Svo.    6s. 

French   Life   in   Letters.     With    Notes 
on  Idioms,  etc.     Globe  Svo.     \s.  6d. 
MOLIERE.  —  Le      Malade      Imaginaire. 

Edit,  by  F.  Tarver,  M.A.     Fcp.  Svo.    2s.6d. 

Les    Femmes    Savantes.      Edited    by 

G.  E.  Fasnacht.     iSmo.     \s. 

Le    Medecin    Malgr6    Lui.     By   the 

same  Editor.     iSmo.     15^. 

Le  Misanthrope.     By  the  .same  Editor. 

i8mo.     \s. 

L'Av.'^RE.     Edited  by  L.  M.  AIoriarty, 

M.A.     iSnio.     IS. 

Le  Bourgeois  Gentilhom.me.     By  the 

same  Editor.     iSmo.     is.  td. 

MOLLOV  (Rev.  G.).— Gleanings  in  Sci- 
ence :  A  Series  of  Popular  Lectures  on 
Scientific  Subjects.     Svo.     -js.  6d. 

MONAHAN  (James  H.).— The  Method  of 
Law.     Crown  Svo.     6s. 


MONK.  By  Julian  Corbett.  With  Por- 
trait.    Crown  8vo.     2s.  6d. 

MONTELIUS— WOODS.— The  Civilisa- 
tion of  Sweden  in  Heathen  Times. 
By  Prof.  Oscar  Montelius.  Translated 
by  Rev.  F.  H.  Woods,  B.D.  With  Illustra- 
tions.    Svo.     145-. 

MOORE  (Prof.  C.  H.).— The  Development 
AND  Character  of  Gothic  Architec- 
ture.    Illustrated.     Medium  Svo.      iSs. 

MOORHOUSE  (Rt.  Rev.  Bishop).— Jacob  ; 
Three  Sermons.     E.\tra  fcp.  Svo.     3^.  6d. 

MORISON  (J.  C.).— The  Life  and  Times 
of  Saint  Bernard.  4th  Edition.  Crown 
Svo.     6.y 

Gibbon.     Cr.  Svo.     lor.  6d.  ;  sewed,  is. 

Macaulay.    Cr.  Svo.   is.  6d.  ;  sewed,  is. 

MORISON  (Jeanie).— The  Purpose  of  the 
Ages.     Crown  Svo.     gs. 

MORLEY  (John).— Works.     Collected  Edit. 

In  10  vols.     Globe  Svo.     ss.  each. 

Voltaire,  i  vol. — Rou.sseau.  2  vols. — 
Diderot  and  the  Encyclopedists.  2 
vols. — On  Compromise,  i  vol. — Mi.scel- 
LANiES.     3  vols. — Burke,     t  vol. 

On  the  Study  of  Liter.\ture.     Crown 

Svo.     is.  6d. 

Also  a  Popular  Edition  for  distribution,  2d. 

Burke.     Crown  Svo.     is.  6d.  ;  sewed,  i.r. 

Walpole.     Crown  Svo.     2s.  6d. 

Aphorisms.       An    Address    before    the 

Philosophical  Society  of  Edinburgh.  Globe 
Svo.     15-.  6d. 

MORRIS  (Rev.  Richard,  LL.D).— Hlstori- 
cal  Outlines  of  Ex(;lish  Accidence. 
Fcp.  Svo.     65-. 

Elementary  Lessons   in   Historical 

English  Grammar.     iSmo.     2s.  6d. 

Primer  of  English  Gr.ammar.     iSmo, 

cloth.     IS. 

MORRIS  (R.)  and  BOWEN  (H.  C.)— Eng- 
lish Grammar  Exercises.     iSmo.     is. 

MORTE  D'ARTHUR.  The  Edition  of 
Caxton  revised  for  Moi:)ern  Use.  By 
Sir  Edward  Strachev.     G1.  Svo.     3s.  6d. 

MOULTON  (Louise  Chandler).— Swallow- 
Flights.     Extra  fcp.  Svo.     4s.  6d. 

In  the  Garden   of  Dreams:    Lyrics 

AND  .Sonnets.     Crown  Svo.     6.^. 

M0ULTRIE(J.).— PoEM.s.  Complete  Edition. 
2  vols.     Crown  Svo.     js.  each. 

MUDIE  (C.  E.).— Stray  Leaves:  Poems. 
4th  Edition.     Extra  fcp.  Svo.     3J.  6d. 

MUIR  (Thomas). —  A  Treatise  on  the 
Theory  OF  Determinants.  Cr.  8vo.  js.6d. 

The  Theory  of  Determinants  in  the 

Historical  Order  of  its  Development. 
Part  I.  Determinants  in  General. 
Leibnitz  (1693)  to  Cayley  (1841).  Svo.   ios.6d. 

MUIR  (M.  M.  Pattison).— Pr.\ctical  Chem- 
istry for  Medical  Students.  Fcp. 
Svo.     i.y.  6d. 

MUIR(M.  M.  P.)  and  WILSON  (D.  M.).— 

The  Elements  of  Ther.m.^l  Chemistry. 
Svo.     125-.  6d. 


42 


MACMILLAN   AND    CO.'S 


MULLER— THOMPSON.— The  Fertili- 
sation OF  Flowers.  By  Prof.  Hermann 
MCller.  Translated  by  DArcy  W.  Thomp- 
son. With  a  Preface  by  Charles  Darwin, 
F.R.S.     Medium  Svo.     21s. 

MULLINGER(J.  B.).— CambridgeCharac- 

TERISTICS  IN  THE  SEVENTEENTH  CeNTURY. 

Crown  Svo.     4^.  6d. 

MURPHY  (J.  J.).— Habit  and  Intelli- 
gence.    2nd  Ed.     Illustrated.     Svo.     ids-. 

MURRAY  (E.  C.  Grenville).— Round  about 
France.     Crown  Svo.     7^.  6d. 

MURRAY  (D.  Christie).  — Aunt  Rachel. 
Crown  Svo.     3^.  6d. 

Schwartz.     Crown  Svo.     ^s.  6d. 

The  Weaker  Vessel.     Cr.  Svo.     3^.  6d. 

John  Vale's  Guardian.  Cr.  Svo.  3.?.  6d. 

MUSIC.  —  A  Dictionary  of  Music  and 
Musicians,  A.D.  1450 — i8Sg.  Edited  by  Sir 
George  Grove,  D.C.L.  In  4  vols.  Svo. 
215.  each.— Parts  I.— XIV..  XIX.— XXII. 
3S.  bd.  each.— Parts  XV.  XVI.  75.— Parts 
XVII.  XVIII.  7.f.— Parts  XXIII.— XXV. 
Appendix.  Edited  by  J.  A.  Fuller  Mait- 
LAND,  M.A.  qs.  [Cloth  cases  for  binding, 
I  J.  each.] 

A  Complete  Index  to  the  Above.     By 

Mrs.  E.  Wodehouse.     Svo.     75.  6d. 

MYERS  (F.  W.  H.).— The  Renewal  of 
Youth,  and  other  Poems.  Crown 
Svo.     7^-.  kd. 

St.  Paul  :  A  Poem.    Ex.  fcp.  Svo.   7.s.(id. 

Wordsworth.      Crown    Svo.      \s.  bd. ; 

sewed,  \s. 

Essays.       2    vols. —  I.    Classical.       II. 

Modern.     Crown  Svo.     4^.  bd.  each. 

MYERS  (E.).— The  Puritans  :  A  Poem. 
Extra  fcap.  Svo.     2s.  bd. 

Pindar's  Odes.  Translated,  with  Intro- 
duction and  Notes.     Crown  Svo.     55. 

Poems.     Extra  fcp.  Svo.     45-.  bd. 

The  Defence  of  Rome,  and  othbr 

Poems.     Extra  fcp.  Svo.     5.^. 

The  Judgment  of  Prometheus,  and 

other  Poems.     Extra  fcp.  Svo.     2^.  bd. 

MYLNE  (The  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop).— Sermons 
Preached  in  St.  Thomas's  Cathedral, 
Bombay.     Crown  Svo.     bs. 

NADAL  (E.  S.).— Essays  at  Home  and 
Elsewhere.     Crown  Svo.     bs. 

NAPOLEON  I.,  HISTORY  OF.  By  P. 
Lanfrey.     4  vols.     Crown  Svo.     30?. 

NATURAL  RELIGION.  By  the  Author  of 
"  Ecce  Homo."     2nd  Edition.     Svo.     gj. 

NATURE  :  A  Weekly  Illustrated  Jour- 
nal OF  Science.  Published  everj'  Thursday. 
Price  bd.  Monthly  Parts,  2^-.  and  2.3.  bd.  ; 
Current  Half-yearly  vols.,  15J.  each.  Vols. 
I. — XLI.  [Cases  for  binding  vols.  \s.  bd. 
each.] 

NATURE  PORTRAITS.  A  Series  of  Por- 
traits of  Scientific  Worthies  engraved  by 
Jeens  and  others  in  Portfolio.  India  Proofs, 
5J.  each.     [Portfolio  separately,  dr.] 


NATURE  SERIES.     Crown  Svo  : 

The  Origin  and  Metamorphoses  of 
Insects.  By  Sir  John  Lubbock,  M.P., 
F.R.S.     With  Illustrations.     35.  bd. 

The  Transit  of  Venus.  By  Prot.  G. 
Forbes.     With  Illustrations.     35.  bd. 

Polarisation  of  Light.  By  W.  Spottis- 
wooDE,  LL.D.     Illustrated.     35.  bd. 

On  British  Wild  Flowers  considered 
in  Relation  to  Insects.  •  By  Sir  John 
Lubbock,  M. P.,  F.R.S.  Illustrated,  i^.bd. 

Flowers,  Fruits,  and  Leaves.  By  Sir 
John  Lubbock.     Illustrated.     4^-.  bd. 

How  to  draw  a  Straight  Line  :  A  Lec- 
ture ON  Linkages.  By  A.  B.  Kemph, 
B.A.     Illustrated,     i^.  bd. 

Light  :  A  Series  of  Simple,  Entertain- 
ing, AND  Useful  Experiments.  By  A.  M. 
Mayer  and  C.  Barnard.  Illustrated. 
2j.  bd. 

Sound:  A  Series  of  Simple,  Entertain- 
ing, AND  Inexpensive  Experiments. 
By  A  M.  Mayer.     35-.  bd. 

Seeing  and  Thinking.  By  Prof.  W.  K. 
Clifford,  F.R.S.     Diagrams,     ^s.bd. 

Charles  Darwin.  Memorial  Notices  re- 
printed  from  "Nature."  By  Thomas  H. 
Huxley,  F.R.S.,  G.  J.  Romanes,  F.R.S., 
Archibald  Geikie,  F.R.S.,  and  W.  T. 
Dyer,  F.R.S.     -zs.bd. 

On  the  Colours  of  Flowers.  By  GraiNT 
Allen.     Illustrated.     35.  bd. 

The  Chemistry  of  the  Secondary  Bat- 
teries of  Plante  and  Faure.  By  J, 
H.  Gladstone  and  A.  Tribe,     ■zs.  bd. 

A  Century  of  Electricity.  By  T.  C. 
Mendenhall.     4j.  bd. 

On  Light.  The  Burnett  Lectures.  By  Sir 
George  Gabriel  Stokes,  M.P.,  P.R.S. 
Three  Courses  :  I.  On  the  Nature  of  Light. 
II.  On  Light  as  a  Means  of  Investiga- 
tion. III.  On  Beneficial  EflFects  of  Light. 
7^.  bd. 

The  Scientific  Evidences  of  Organic 
EvoLUTioK.  By  George  J.  Romanes, 
M.A,  LL.D.     2s.bd. 

Popular  Lectures  and  Addresses.  By 
Sir  Wm.  Thomson.  In  3  vols.  Vol.  I. 
Constitution  of  Matter.  Illustrated.  6j. — 
Vol.  II.   Navigation. 

The  Chemistry  OF  Photography.  By  Prof. 
R.  Meldola,  F.R.S.     Illustrated,     bs. 

Modern  Views  of  Electricity.  By  Prof. 
O.  J.  Lodge,  LL.D.     Illustrated,     bs.  bd. 

Timber  and  some  of  its  Diseases.  By 
Prof.  H.  M.  Ward,  M.A.    Illustrated,  bs. 

NEPOS.  Selections  Illustrative  of 
Greek  and  Roman  History,  from  Cor- 
nelius Nepos.  Edited  by  G.  S.  Farnell, 
M.A.     1 8 mo.     IS.  bd. 

NETTLESHIP.— Virgil.  By  Prof.  Nettle- 
ship,  M.A.     Fcap.  Svo.     i.s-.  bd. 

NEW  ANTIGONE,  THE:  A  Romance. 
Crown  Svo.     bs. 

NEWCOMB  (Prof.  Simon).— Popular  As- 
tronomy. With  112  Engravings  and  Maps 
of  the  Stars.     2nd  Edition,     8vo.     i8j. 


LIST   OF   PUBLICATIONS. 


43 


NEWMAN  (F.  W.).  —  Mathematical 
Tracts.     Part  I.     Svo.     5^. — Part  II.     45. 

Elliptic  Integrals.     8vo.     qs. 

NEWTON  (Sir  C.  T.).— Essays  on  Art  ai*d 

Arch.eologv.     Svo.     12^-.  6it 

NEWTON'S  PRINCIPIA.     Edited  by  Prof. 

Sir  W.    Thomson   and   Prof.    Blackburn. 

4to.     31J.  M. 
First  Book.     Sections  I.  II.  III.     With 

Notes,     Illustrations,    and    Problems.      By 

P.   Frost,  M.A.     3rd  Edition.     Svo.     125. 

NICHOL  (Prof.  John). — Primer  of  English 

Composition.     i8mo.     is. 
Byron.     Crown  8vo.     is.  6(f.  ;  sewed,  is. 

NICHOL  (Prof.  John)  and  M'CORMICK 
(W.  S.). — Questions  and  Exercises  in- 
English  Composition.     iSmo.     is. 

NINE  YEARS  OLD.  By  the  Author  of 
"  St.  Olave's."  Illustrated  by  Frolich.  New 
Edition.     Globe  Svo.     zs.  6d. 

NIXON  (J.  E.).— Parallel  Extracts.  Ar- 
ranged for  Translation  into  English  and 
Latin,  with  Notes  on  Idioms.  Part  I.  His- 
torical and  Epistolary'.  2nd  Edition.  Crown 
Svo.     3s.  6(f. 

Prose  Extracts.  Arranged  for  Transla- 
tion into  English  and  Latin,  with  General 
and  Special  Prefaces  on  Stj-le  and  Idiom. 
I.  Oratorical.  II.  Historical.  III.  Philo- 
sophical. IV.  Anecdotes  and  Letters.  2nd 
Edition,  enlarged  to  280  pages.  Crown 
Svo.     4^.  6d. 

Selections  fro.m  Prose  Extracts.  In- 
cluding Anecdotes  and  Letters,  with  Notes 
and  Hints,  pp.  120.     Globe  Svo.     3^. 

NOE  L  (Lady  Augusta). —Wandering  Willie. 
Globe  Svo.     2S.  6d. 

Hithersea  Mere.  3  vols.  Cr.Svo.  2^s.6d. 

NORDENSKIOLD. —Voyage  of  the 
"Vega  "  round  Asia  and  Europe.  By 
Baron  A.  E.  Von  Nordenskiold.  Trans- 
lated by  Alexander  Leslie.  400  Illustra- 
tions, Maps,  etc.  2  vols.  Medium  8vo.  45J. 
Popular  Edition.  With  Portrait,  Maps, 
and  Illustrations.     Crown  Svo.     6j. 

The  Arctic  Voy.\ges  of  Adolph  Eric 

Nordenskiold,  1858 — 79.  By  Alexander 
Leslie.     Svo.     its. 

NORGATE  (Kate).— England  under  the 
Angevin  Kings.  In  2  vols.  With  Maps 
and  Plans.     Svo.     32J. 

NORRIS  C^V.  E.).— My  Friend  Jim.     Globe 

Svo.        2J. 

Chris.     Globe  Svo.     is. 

NORTON  (the  Hon.  Mrs.).— The  Lady  of 

La  Garaye.     9th  Ed.     Fop.  Svo.     t^s.  6d. 

Old  Sir  Douglas.     Crown  Svo.     6s. 

O'BRIEN  (Bishop   J.    T.).— Prayer.      Five 

Sermons.     Svo.     6s. 
OLD    SONGS.     With    Drawings   by    E.    A. 

Abbey    and    A.    Parsons.     4to.     Morocco 

gilt.     i/.  IIS.  6d. 

OLIPHANT  (Mrs.  M.  O.  W.).— A  Son  of 
the  Soil.     Globe  Svo.     -zs. 

The  Curate  in  Charge.  Globe  Svo.  2j. 

Francis  of  Assisi.    Crown  Svo.    6s. 


OLIPHANT  (Mrs.  M.  O.  W.).  -V<ung  Mus- 
GRAVE.     Globe  Svo.     IS. 

He   that  will    not   when    He    may. 

Globe  Svo.     IS. 

Sir  To.m.     Globe  Svo.     ■zs. 

Hester.     Globe  Svo.     -zs. 

The  Wizard's  Son.     Globe  Svo.     is. 

A     Country     Gentleman     and     his 

Family.     Globe  Svo.     is. 

The  Second  Son.     Globe  Svo.     is. 

Neighbours   on   the  Green.      Crown 

Svo.     3J.  6d. 

Joyce.     Crown  Svo.     3^.  6d. 

A  Beleaguered  City.    Cr.  Svo.     3^.  6d, 

The  Makers  of  Venice.  With  nume- 
rous Illustrations.     Crown  Svo.      los.  6d. 

■ The  Makers   of    Florence  :    Dante, 

Giotto,  Savonarola,  and  their  City. 
With  Illustrations.     Cr.  Svo,  cloth.     los.  6d. 

RoY.f^L  Edinburgh.     lUustr.  by  George 

Reid,  R.S.A.     Medium  Svo. 
Edition  de  Luxe.     Super  royal  Svo. 

Agnes  Hopetoun's  Schools  and  Holi- 
days.    Illustrated.     Globe  Svo.     is.  6d. 

The  Literary  History  of  England  in 

THE  End  of  the  XVIII.  and  Beginning 
OF  the  XIX.  Century.    3  vols.    Svo.    i\s. 

— —  Sheridan.     Cr.  Svo.     is.  6d.  ;  sewed,  is. 

Selections     from     Cowper's     Poems. 

1 8 mo.     4J.  6^/. 

OLIPHANT  (T.  L.  Kington).— The  Old  and 
Middle  English.     Globe  Svo.     9^-. 

The    Duke    and    the    Scholar,    and 

other  Essays.     Svo.     jj.  6d. 

The  New  English.  2  vols.  Cr.  Svo.  us. 

OLIVER  (Prof.  Daniel).— Lessons  in  Ele- 
mentary' Botany.   Illustr.   Fcp.  Svo.  41. 6d. 

■ First  Book  of  Indian  Botany.  Illus- 
trated.    Extra  fcp.  Svo.     bs.  6d. 

OLIVER  (Capt.  S.  P.).— Madagascar  :  An 
Historical  and  Descriptive  Account  of 
the  Island  and  its  former  Dependen- 
cies.    2  vols.     Medium  Svo.     2/.  12J.  6d. 

ORCHIDS :  Being  the  Report  on  the 
Orchid  Conference  held  at  South  Ken- 
sington, 1885.     Svo.     IS.  6d. 

OSTWALD  (Prof.  W.  J.  .  —  Outlines  of 
General  Chemistry.  Translated  by  Dr. 
J.  Walker.     Svo. 

OTTE  (E.  C.).— Scandinavian  History. 
With  Maps.     Globe  Svo.     6s. 

OVID. —  Selections.  Edited  by  E.  S. 
Shuckburgh,  M.A.     iSmo.     is.  6d. 

Fasti.      Edited    by   G.    H.    Hallam, 

M.A.     Fcp.  Svo.     5J. 

■ Heroidum  EpistuLvE  XIII.     Edited  by 

E.  S.  Shuckburgh,  M.A.    Fcp.  Svo.    j^.6d. 

Metamorphoses.        Books     I.  —  III. 

Edited  by  C.  Simmons,  M.A. 

Stories    from   the   Metamorphoses. 

Edited  by  the  Rev.  J.  Bono,  M.A..  and 
A.  S.  Walpole,  M.A.  With  Notes, 
Exercises,  and  Vocabulary.     iSmo.     is.  6d. 

Metamorphoses.       Books    XIII.    and 

XIV.    Ed.  byC.  SiM.MONS.    Fcp.  Svo.    A^.6d. 


44 


MACMILLAN   AND    CO.'S 


OVID. — f^ASY  Selections  from  Ovid  in 
Elec;iac  Verse.  Arranged  and  Edited  by 
H.  Wilkinson,  M.A.     i8mo.     is.  6d. 

OWENS  COLLEGE  CALENDAR,  1889— 
90.     Crown  Svo.     3.?. 

OWENS  COLLEGE  ESSAYS  AND  AD- 
DRESSEIS.     By   Professors  and   Lecturers 

of  the  College.     8vo.     14J. 

OXFORD,  A  HISTORY  OF  THE  UNI- 
VERSITY OF.  From  the  Earliest  Times 
to  the  Year  1530.  By  H.  C.  Maxwell 
Lyte,  M.A.     Svo.     16s. 

PALGRAVE  (Sir  Francis).  —  History  of 
Normandy  and  of  England.  4  vols. 
Svo.     4/.  4s. 

PALGRAVE  (William  Gifford).— A  Narra- 
tive of  a  Year's  Journey  through  Cen- 
tral AND  Eastern  Arabia,  1862 — 63.  9th 
Edition.     Crown  8vo.     6s. 

Essays  on  Eastern  Questions.     Svo. 

JOS.  6d. 

Dutch  Guiana.     Svo.     gs. 

Ulysses  ;  or,  Scenes  and  Studies  in 

MANY  Lands.     Svo.     12s.  6d. 

PALGRAVE  (Prof.  Francis  Turner).— The 
Five  Days'  Entertainments  at  Went- 
WORTH  Grange.  A  Book  for  Children. 
Small  4to.     6s. 

Essays  ON  Art.     Extra  fcp.  Svo.     6s. 

Original  Hymns.   3rd  Ed.   i8mo.    is.6ci. 

Lyrical  Poems.     Extra  fcp.  Svo.     6^-. 

Visions   of    England  :    A   Series    of 

Lyrical  Poems  on  Leading  Events  and 
Persons  in  English  History.  Crown 
Svo.     7.y.  6d. 

The  Golden   Treasury  of  the  best 

Songs  and  Lyrical  Poems  in  the  Eng- 
lish Language.     iSmo.     4^.  6d. 

Sonnets  and  Songs  of  Shakespeare. 

iSmo.     4s.  6d. 

The  Children's  Treasury  of  Lyrical 

Poetry.  iSmo.  as.  6d. — Or  in  Two  Parts, 
\s.  each. 

Herrick  :  Selections  from  the  Lyri- 
cal Poems.     i8mo.     4^.  6d. 

The  Poetical  Works  of  John  Keats. 

With  Notes.     iSmo.     4^.  6d. 

■ Lyrical   Poems   of   Lord   Tennyson. 

Selected  and  Annotated.     iSmo.     4s.  6d. 
Large  Paper  Edition.     Svo.     9*. 

PALGRAVE  (Reginald  F.  D.).— The  House 
of  Commons  :  Illustrations  of  its  His- 
tory AND  Practice.     Crown  Svo.     2s.  6d. 

PALMER  (Lady  Sophia).— Mrs.  Penicott's 
Lodger,  AND  other  Stories.  Cr.Svo.  2s.6d. 

PALMER  (J.  H.).— Text-Book  of  Practi- 
cal Logarithms  and  Trigonometry. 
Crown  Svo.     4s.  6d. 

PANSIE'S  FLOUR  BIN.  By  the  Author 
of  "When  I  was  a  Little  Girl,"  etc.  Illus- 
trated.    Globe  Svo.     2s.  6d. 

PANTIN(W.  E.  P.).- A  First  Latin  Verse 
Book.     Globe  Svo.     is.  6d. 

PARADOXICAL  PHILOSOPHY:  A  Se- 
quel to  "The  Unseen  Universe."  Cr. 
Svo.     7^.  6d. 


PARKER  (H  ).— The  Nature  of  the  Fine 
Arts.     Crown  Svo.     loj.  6d. 

PARKER  (Prof.  W.  K.)  and  BETTANY 
(G.  T.). — The  Morphology  of  the  Skull. 
Crown  Svo.     los.  6d. 

PARKER  (Prof.  T.  Jeffery).— A  Course  of 
Instruction  in  Zootomy  (Vf.rtebrata), 
With  74  Illustrations.     Crown  Svo.     8s.  6d. 

Elementary  Lessons  in  Biology.  Il- 
lustrated.    Crown  Svo.  [/«  the  Press. 

PARKINSON  (S.).— A  Treatise  on  Ele- 
mentary Mechanics.     Crown  Svo.    95-.  td. 

A  Treatise  on  Optics.     4th  Edition, 

revised.     Crown  Svo.     los.  6d. 

PARKMAN  (Francis).  —  Montcalm  and 
Wolfe.  Library  Edition.  Illustrated  with 
Portraits  and  ]\Iaps.   2  vols.  Svo.  i2.y.6^.  each. 

The   Collected   Works   of    Francis 

Park?.i.\n.  Popular  Edition.  In  10  vols. 
Crown  Svo.  -js.  6d.  each ;  or  complete, 
3/.  i3jr.  6d. — Pioneers  of  France  ix  the 
New  World,  i  vol. — The  Jesuits  in 
North  America,  i  vol. — La  Salle  and 
the  Discovery  of  the  Great  West,  i 
vol.— The  Oregon  Trail,  i  vol. — The, 
Old  Regime  in  Canada  under  Louis 
XIV.  I  vol.— Count  Frontenac  and  New 
France  under  Louis  XIV.  ivol. — Mont- 
calm and  Wolfe.  2  vols. — The  Con- 
spiracy of  Pontiac.     2  vols. 

PASTEUR  —  FAULKNER.  —  Studies  on 
Fermentation  :  The  Diseases  of  Beer, 
their  Causes,  and  the  means  of  pre- 
venting THEM.  By  L.  Pasteur.  Trans- 
lated by  Frank  Faulkner.     Svo.     21s. 

PATER  (W.).— The  Renaissance  :  Studies 
IN  Art  AND  Poetry.  4th  Ed.  Cr.Svo.  ios.6d. 

Marius  the  Epicurean  :  His  Sensa- 
tions  AND   Ideas.     3rd   Edition.      2   vols. 

Svo.       I2S. 

Imaginary  Portraits.    Crown  Svo.    6s. 

Appreciations.       With    an    Essay    on 

Style.     2-d  Edition.     Crown  Svo.     8^.  6d. 

PATERSON  (James). — Commentaries  on 
THE  Liberty  of  the  Subject,  and  the 
Laws  of  England  relating  to  the  Se- 
curity of  the  Person.  2  vols.  Cr.Svo.  21S. 

The  Liberty  of  the  Press,  Speech,  and 

Public  Worship.     Crown  Svo.     i2.y. 

PATMORE  (C.).-The  Children's  Gar- 
land FROM  THE  Best  Poets.  With  a  Vig- 
NETTE.     iSmo.     4S.  6d. 

Globe   Readings  Edition.      For   Schools. 
Globe  Svo.     2s. 

PATTESON. — Life  and  Letters  of  John 
Coleridge  Patteson,  D.D.,  Missionary 
Bishop.  By  Charlotte  M.  Yonge.  8th 
Edition.     2  vols.     Crown  Svo.     12s. 

PATTISON  (Mark).— Milton.  Crown  Svo. 
i^.  6d.  ;  sewed,  is. 

Memoirs.     Crown  Svo.     Si\  6d. 

Sermons.     Crown  Svo.     6s. 

PAUL  OF  TARSUS.     Svo.     los.  6d. 

PAYNE  (E.  J.).— History  of  European 
Colonies.     i8mo.     4^.  6d. 

PEABODY(Prof.  C.  H.).— Thermodynamics 
of  the  Steam  Engine  and  other  Heat- 
Engines.     Svo.     21s. 


LIST    01-    PUBLICATIONS. 


45 


PEDLEY  (S.).— Exercises  in  Arithmetic. 

With  upwards  of  7000  Examples  and  Answers. 

Crown  8vo.    ~s. — Als6  in  Two  Parts.     2^.  6^. 

each. 
PEEL(Edmund). — Echoes  from  Horfb,  and 

OTHER  Poems.     Crown  8vo.     3^-.  6<i. 
PEILE  (John).— Philology.     i8mo.     zs. 
PELLISSIER    (Eugene).— French     Roots 

AND  their  Families.     Globe  8vo.    6^^. 

PENNELL  (Joseph)  —Pen  Drawing  and 
Pen  Draughtsmen  :  Their  Work  and 
Methods,  a  Study  of  the  Art  to-day,  with 
Technical  Suggestions.  With  158  Illustra- 
tions.    4to.     3^.  13J.  6d.  net. 

PENNINGTON  (Rooke).- Notes  on  the 
Barrows  and  Bone  Caves  of  Derbyshire. 
8vo.     6s. 

PENROSE  (Francis).— On  a  Method  of 
Predicting,  by  Graphical  Construction, 

OCCULTATIONS  OF  StARS  BY  THE  MoON  AND 

Solar  Eclipses  for  any  given  place. 
4to.     12s. 

An  Investigation  of  the  Principles 

OF  Athenian  Architecture.  Illustrated. 
Folio.     7/.  7^. 

PERRAULT.— Contes  de  Fees.  Edited  by 
G.  Eugene  Fasnacht.     Globe  8vo.    i^-.  6d. 

PERRY  (Prof.  John).— An  Elementary 
Tre.\tise  on  Steam.     i8mo.     4^.  6d. 

PERSIA,  EASTERN.  An  Account  of  the 
Journeys  of  the  Persian  Boundary 
Commission,  1870 — 71 — 72.  2  vols.  8vo.  42.S. 

PETERBOROUGH.  By  W.  Stebbing. 
With  Portrait.     Crown  8vo.     2s.  6d. 

PETTIGREW  (J.  Bell).  -The  Physiology 
of  the  Circulation.     8vo.     12^-. 

PHAEDRUS.— Select  Fables.  Edited  by 
A.  S.  Walpole,  M.A.  With  Notes,  Exer- 
cises, and  Vocabularies.     i8mo.     is.  6d. 

PHILLIMORE  (John  G.).— Private  Law 
.\mong  the  Ro.mans.     8vo.     16s. 

PHILLIPS  (J.  A.).— A  Treatise  on  Ore 
Deposits.     Illustrated.     Medium  8vo.     25J. 

PHILOCHRISTUS.— Memoirs  of  a  Dis- 
ciple of  the  Lord.     3rd  Ed.     8vo      12s. 

PHILOLOGY. — The  Journal  of  Sacred 
AND  Classical  Philology.  4  vols.  8vo. 
12s.  6d.  each. 

The    Journal    of    Philology.       New 

Series.  Edited  by  W.  A.  Wright,  M.A., 
I.  Byw.JlTer,  M.A.,  and  H.  Jackson,  M.A. 
^s.  6d.  each  number  (balf-yearlj'). 

The  A.merican  Jour.nalof  Philology. 

Edited  by  Prof.  Basil  L.  Gildersleeve. 
4^.  6d.  each  (quarterly). 

Transactio.ns  of  the  American  Phi- 
lological Association.  Vols.  I. — XX. 
8.f.  6d.  per  vol.  net,  except  Vols.  XV.  and 
XX.,  which  are  los.  6d.  net. 

PHRYNICHUS.  The  New  Phrynichus. 
A  revised  text  of  "The  Ecloga"  of  the 
Grammarian  Phrynichus.  With  Introduc- 
tions and  Commentary'.  By  W.  Gunion 
Rutherford,  M.A.     8vo.     185. 

PICKERING(Prof.  Edward  C.).— Elements 
of  Physical  Manipulation.  Medium  Bvo. 
Part  I.,  I2J.  6d. ;  Part  II.,  14s. 


PICTON(J.  A. ).— The  Mystery  of  M.\TTER, 
AND  OTHER  EssAYS.     Crown  8vo.     6s. 

PIFFARD  (H.  G.).— An  Ele.mentary  Trea- 
tise on  Dise.\ses  of  the  Skin.    8vo.    16s. 

PINDARS  EXTANT  ODES.  Translated 
by  Er.nest  Myers.     Crown  Svo.     ^s. 

The   Olympi.\n   and    Pythian    Odes. 

Edited,  with  Notes,  by  Prof.  Basil  Gilder- 
sleeve.    Crown  Svo.     js.  6d. 

■ The  Ne.mean  Odes.     Edited  by  J.  B. 

Bury,  M.A.     Svo.  {In  the  Press. 

PIRIE(Prof.  G.).— Lesso.ns  on  Rigid  Dyna- 
mics.    Crown  Svo.     6s. 

PLATO.— Ph^do.  Edited  by  R.  D.  Archer- 
Hind,  M.A.     Svo.     Zs.  6d. 

Tm.tus.    With  Introduction,  Notes,  and 

Translation,  by  the  same  Editor.     Svo.     i65'. 

Ph^do.   Ed.  by  Principal  W.  D.  Geddes, 

LL.D.     2nd  Edition.     Svo.     Zs.  6d. 

The  Trial  and  Death  of  Socr.\tes  : 

Being  the  Euthyphron,  Apology,  Crito, 
and  Ph^do  of  Plato.  Translated  by  F.  J. 
Church.     iSmo.     4J.  6d. 

Euthyphro  and  Menexenus.     Ed.  by 

C.  E.  Graves,  M.A.     iSmo.     is.  6d. 

The   Republic.     Books   I. — V.     Edited 

by  T.  H.  Warren,  M.A.     Fcp.  Svo.     6s. 

The   Republic  of   Plato.     Translated 

by  J.  Ll.  Davies,  M.A.,  and  D.  J.  Vaughan, 
M.A.     iSmo.     4J.  6d, 

Laches.      Edited   by  M.   T.   Tatham, 

M.A.     Fcap.  Bvo.     2s.  6d. 

Phaedrus,   Lysis,   and    Protagoras. 

A  New  Translation,  by  J.  Wright,  M.A. 
iSmo.     4^.  6d. 

PLAUTUS.  —  The      Mostellaria.       With 

Notes,  Prolegomena,  and  Excursus.    By  the 

late  Prof.  Ramsay.    Ed.  by  G.  G.  Ramsay, 

M.A.     Svo.     i4.$-. 
Miles  Gloriosus.     Edit,  by  Prof.  R.  Y. 

Tyrrell,  M.A.     2nd  Ed.     Fcp.  8vo.     ^s. 
A.MPHiTRUO.   Edited  by  Prof  A.  Palmer, 

M.A.     Fcp.  Svo.     5J. 
PLINY.— Letters.     Books  I.  and  II.     Edit. 

by  James  Cowan,  M.A.     Fcp.  8vo.     55. 
Letters.     Book   III.     Edited    by  Prof. 

John  E.  B.  Mayor.     Fcp.  Svo.     5.^. 

Correspondence  with  Trajan.     Ed., 

with  Notes  and  Introductory  Essays,  by 
E.  G.   Hardy,  M.A.     8vo.     10s. 6d. 

PLUMPTRE  (Prof  E.  H.).— Movements  in 

Religious  Thought.     Fcp.  Svo.     3^.  6d. 
PLUTARCH.      Being  a   Selection   from  the 

Lives  in   North's  Plutarch  which   illustrate 

Shakespeare's  Plays.    Edited  by  Rev.  W.  W. 

Skeat,  M.A.     Crown  Svo.     6s. 
Life  of  Themistokles.  Edited  by  Rev. 

H.  A.  HoLDEN,  M.A.     Fcp.  Svo.     55-. 
Lives  of  Galba  and  Otho.     Edited  by 

E.  G.  Hardy,  M.A.     Fcp.  Svo.    6s. 
POLLOCK  (Prof.  Sir  F.,  Bart.).— E.ss ays  in 

Jurisprudence  and  Ethics.    Svo.    10s.  6d. 
The  Land  Laws.     2nd  Edition.    Crown 

Svo.     3.y.  6d. 
Introduction  to  the  History  of  the 

Science  of  Politics.    Crown  8vo.     zs.  6d. 


46 


MACMILLAN    AND    CO.'S 


POLLOCK  (W.  H.  and  Lady).— Amateur 
Theatricals.     Crown  8vo.     ■2s.  6d. 

POLLOCK  (Sir  Frederick).— Personal  Re- 
membrances.    2  vols.     Crown  8vo.     i6.y. 

POLYBIUS.— The  History  of  the  Ach.ijan 
League.  As  contained  in  the  "  Remains  of 
Polybius."  Edited  by  Rev.  W.  W.  Capes. 
Fcp.  8vo.     6s.  6d. 

The  Histories  of  Polybius.  Transl.  by 

E.  S.  Shuckburgh.     2  vols.     Cr.  8vo.     245. 

POOLE  (M.  E.).— Pictures  of  Cottage 
Life  in  the  West  of  England.  2nd  Ed. 
Crown  8vo.     y.  6d. 

POOLE  (Reginald  Lane).— A  History  of 
the  Huguenots  of  the  Dispersion  at 
the  Recall  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes. 
Crown  8vo.     6s. 

POOLE,  THOMAS,  AND  HIS  FRIENDS. 
By  Mrs.  Sandford.    2  vols.    Cm.  8vo.    155. 

POPE. — The  Poetical   Works    of   Alex. 

Pope.     Edited  by  Prof.  Ward.     Globe  Bvo. 

2S.  6d. 
Pope.    By  Leslie  Stephen.    Crown  8to. 

i^.  6d. ;  sewed,  \s. 

POPULATION  OF  AN  OLD  PEAR  TREE ; 
OR,  Stories  of  Insect  Life.  From  the 
French  of  E.  Van  Bruyssel.  Ed.  by  C.  M. 
YoNGE.     Illustrated.     Globe  8vo.     -zs.  6d. 

POSTGATE  (Prof.  J.  P.).— Sermo  Latinus. 
A  Short  Guide  to  Latin  Prose  Composition. 
Part  I.  Introduction.  Part  II.  Selected 
Passages  for  Translation.  Gl.  8vo.  is.  6d. — 
Key  to  "Selected  Passages."  Crown  Bvo. 
■3,s.  6d. 

POTTER  (Louisa). — Lancashire  Memories. 
Crown  8vo.     6s. 

POTTER  (R.).— The  Relation  of  Ethics 
TO  Religion.     Crown  8vo.     is.  6d. 

POTTS  (A.  W.).— Hints  towards  Latin 
Prose  Composition.     Globe  8vo      3^. 

Passages  for  Translation  into  Latin 

Prose.     4th  Ed.     Extra  fcp.  8vo.     is.  6d. 

Latin    Versions    of     Passages     for 

Translation  into  Latin  Prose.  Extra 
fcp.  8vo.     IS.  6d.     {For  Teachers  only. ) 

PRACTICAL  POLITICS.  Published  under 
the  auspices  of  the  National  Liberal  Federa- 
tion.    8vo.     6s. 

PRACTITIONER  (THE)  :  A  Monthly 
Journal  of  Therapeutics  and  Public 
Health.  Edited  by  T.  Lauder  Brunton, 
M.D.,  F.R.C.P.,  F.R.S.,  Assistant  Physi- 
cian to  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  etc., 
etc.  ;  Donald  MacAlister,  M.A.,  M.D., 
B.Sc,  F.R.C.P.,  Fellow  and  Medical  Lec- 
turer, St.  John's  College,  Cambridge,  Phy- 
sician to  Addenbrooke's  Hospital  and  Uni- 
versity Lecturer  in  Medicine  ;  and  J.  Mit- 
chell Bruce,  M.A.,  M.D.,  F.R.C.P.,  Phy- 
sician and  Lecturer  on  Therapeutics  at 
Charing  Cross  Hospital,  i^.  6d.  monthly. 
Vols.  I.— XLIII.  Half-yearly  rols.  105.6^. 
[Cloth  covers  for  binding,  \s.  each.] 

PRESTON  (Rev.  G.).— Exercises  in  Latim 
Verse  of  Various  Kinds.  Globe  Bvo. 
25-.  6d. — Key.  Globe  Bvo.  5^. 

PRESTON  (T.).— The  Theory  of  Light. 
Illustrated.     Svo.     xis.  6d. 


PRICE  (L.  L.  F.  R.).— Industrial  Peace: 
Its  Advantages,  Methods,  and  Diffi- 
culties.    Medium  Bvo.     6^. 

PRIMERS.— History.     Edited  by  John  R. 
Green,  Author  of  "A  Short  Histor>'  of  the 
English  People,"  etc.     iBmo.     \s.  each  : 
Europe.     By  E.  A.  Freeman,  M.A. 
Greece.     By  C.  A.  Fyffe,  M.A. 
Rome.     By  Prof.  Creighton. 
Greek  Antiquities.     By  Prof.  Mahaffy. 
Roman  Antiquities.     By  Prof.  Wilkins. 
Classical  Geography.     By  H.  F.  Tozer. 
France.     By  Charlotte  M.  Yonge. 
Geography.     By  Sir  Geo.  Grove,  D.C.L. 
Indian  History,  Asiatic  and  European. 
By  J.  Talboys  Wheeler. 

PRIMERS.— Literature.     Edited  by  John 
R.  Green,  M.A.,  LL.D.    iBmo.    u,  each : 
English  Grammar.     By  Rev.  R.  Morris. 
English  Grajvimar  Exercises.  By  Rev.  R. 

Morris  and  H.  C.  Bowen. 
Exercises  on  Morris's  Primer  of  Eng- 
lish Grammar.   By  J.  Wetherell,  M.A. 
English  Composition.     By  Prof.  Nichol. 
Questions   and   Exercises    in    English 
Composition.      By    Prof.     Nichol    and 

W.    S.  M'CORMICK. 

Philology.     By  J.  Peile,  M.A. 

English  Literature.    By  Rev.  Stopford 

Brooke,  M.A. 
Children's  Treasury  of  Lyrical  Poetry. 

Selected  by  Prof.  F.  T.  Palgrave.     In  2 

parts.     \s.  each. 
Shakspere.     By  Prof.  Dowden. 
Greek  Literature.     By  Prof.  Jebb. 
Homer.   By  Right  Hon.  W.  E.  Gladstone. 
Roman  Literature.     By  A.  S.  Wilkins. 

PRIMERS.— SciENCB.  Under  the  joint  Edi- 
torship of  Prof.  Huxley,  Sir  H.  E.  Roscoe, 
and  Prof.  Balfour  Stewart.  iBmo.  is. 
each  : 

Introductory.     By  Prof.  Huxley. 
Chemistry.  By  Sir  Henry  Roscoe,  F.R.S. 

With  Illustrations,  and  Questions. 
Physics.     By  Balfour  Stewart,  F.R.S. 

With  Illustrations,  and  Questions.     =i.,.„^; 
Physical    Geography.      By    A.    Geikie, 

F.R.S.  With  Illustrations,  and  Questions. 
Geology.  By  Archibald  Geikie,  F.R.S. 
Physiology.  By  Michael  Foster,  F.R.S. 
Astronomy.  By  J.  N.  Lockyer,  F.R.S. 
Botany.  By  Sir  J.  D.  Hooker,  C.B. 
Logic.  By  W.  Stanley  Jevons,  F.R.S. 
Political    Economy.     By    W.    Stanley 

Jevons,  LL.D.,  M.A.,  F.R.S. 

PROCTER  (Rev.  F.).— A  History  of  the 
Book  of  Common  Prayer.  18th  Edition. 
Crown  Bvo.     xos.  6d. 

PROCTER  (Rev.  F.)  and  MACLEAR  (Rev. 
Canon). — An  Elementary  Introduction 
TO  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer.  iBmo. 
2j.  6d. 


LIST    OF    PUBLICATIONS. 


47 


PROPERT  (J.  Lumsden).— A  History  of 
Miniature  Art.  With  Illustrations.  Super 
royal  410.     3/.  135-.  tc^. 

Also  bound  in  vellum.     4/.  14^.  6d. 

PROPERTIUS.— Select  Poems.  Edited  by 
J.  P.  PosTGATE,  :\LA.     Fcp.  8vo.     6s. 

PSALJMS  (THE).  With  Introductions  and 
Critical  Notes.  By  A.  C.  Jennings,  M.A., 
and  W.  H.  Lowe,  INI. A.  In  2  vols.  2nd 
Edition.     Crown  8vo.     \os.  6d.  each. 

PUCKLE  (G.  H.).— An  Elementary  Trea- 
tise on  Conic  Sections  and  Algebraic 
Geometry.     6th  Edit.     Cm.  8vo.     js.  6d. 

PYLODET  (L.).— New  Guide  to  German 
Conversation.     i8mo.     is.  6d. 

RACINE.— Britannicus.  Ed.  by  Eugene 
Pellissier,  M.A.     i8mo.     is. 

RADCLIFFE  (Charles  B.),— Behind  thb 
Tides.     8vo.     6s. 

RAMSAY  (Prof.  William).— Experimental 
Proofs  OF  Cheimical  Theory.  i8mo.  ■2s.6d. 

RANSOME  (Prof.  Cyril).— Short  Studies 
OF  Shakespeare's  Plots.     Cr.Svo.     2^.6d. 

RATHBONE  (Wm.).— The  History  and 
Progress  of  District  Nursing,  from  its 
Co.mmexcement  in  the  Year  1859  to  the 
Present  Date.     Crown  8vo.     is.  6d. 

RAY  (Prof.  P.  K.).— A  Text-Book  of  De- 
ductive Logic.    4th  Ed.    Globe  8vo.  4^-.  6d. 

RAYLEIGH  (Lord).— Theory  of  Souwd. 
8vo.  Vol.  I.  T.2S.  6^.— Vol.  II.  125.  6^.— Vol. 
III.  \inp  rep  a  ration.') 

RAYS  OF  SUNLIGHT  FOR  DARK  DAYS. 
With  a  Preface  by  C.  J.  Vaughan,  D.D. 
New  Edition.     i8mo.     -^s.  6d. 

REALMAH.  By  the  Author  of  "  Friends  in 
Council."     Crown  8vo.     6s. 

REASONABLE  FAITH:  A  Short  Reli- 
gious Essay  for  the  Times.  By  "  Threb 
Friends."     Crown  8vo.     \s. 

RECOLLECTIONS  OF  A  NURSE.  By 
E.  D.     Crown  8vo.     is. 

REED.— Memoir  of  Sir  Charles  Reed. 
By  his  Son,  Charles  E.  B.  Reed,  M.A. 
With  Portrait.     Crown  8vo.     i,s.  6d. 

REMSEN  (Prof.  Ira). — An  Introduction  to 
the  Study  of  Organic  Chemistry.  Crown 
8vo.     6s.  6d. 

An  Introduction  to  the  Study  of 

Chemistry  (Inorganic  Chemistry).     Ox. 
Svo.     6s.  6d. 

The  Elements  of  Chemistry.   A  Text 

Book  for  Beginners.     Fcp.  Svo.     -zs.  6d. 
Text-Book  of  Inorganic  Chemistry, 

Svo.     i6.s-. 
RENDALL  (Rev.   Frederic).— The  Epistle 

to  the  Hebrews  in  Greek  and  English 

With  Notes.     Crown  Svo.     6s. 
The  Theology  of  the  Hebrew  Cur^ 

tians.     Crown  Svo.     <-,s. 

The  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews.   English 

Text,  with  Commentary.     Cr.  Sto.     -js.  6d. 

RENDALL  (Prof.  G.  H.).— The  Cradle  of 
THE  Aryans.     Svo.     3J. 

RENDU— WILLS.— The  Theory  of  the 
Glaciers  of  Savoy.  By  M.  Le  Chanoine 
Rendu.  Trans.byA.WiLL.s,Q.C.  Svo.  7^.6^. 


REULEAUX  — KENNEDY.  — The  Kine- 
.MATics  iov  Machinery.  By  Prof.  F.  Reu- 
LEAu.x.  Translated  by  Prof.  A.  B.  W.  Ken- 
nedy, F.R.S.,  C.E.     Medium  Svo.     21  j. 

REYNOLDS  (J.  R.).— A  System  of  Medi- 
cine. Edited  by  J.  Russell  Reynolds, 
M.D.,  F.R.C.P.  London.  In  5  vols.  Vols. 
I.  II.  III.  and  V.  Svo.  25J.  each.— Vol. 
IV.     2i.y. 

REYNOLDS  (H.  R.).  —  Notes  of  the 
Christian  Life.     Crown  Svo.     -js.  6d. 

REYNOLDS  (Prof.  Osborne).— Sewer  Gas, 
AND  How  to  Keep  it  out  of  Houses.  3rd 
Edition.     Crown  Svo.     \s.  6d. 

RICE(Prof.J.  M.)  and  JOHNSON  (W.W.).— 
An  Elementary  Treatise  on  the  Dif- 
ferential Calculus.  New  Edition.  Svo. 
\Zs.     Abridged  Edition.    9.^. 

RICHARDSON  (Dr.  B.  W,).— On  Alcohol. 
Crown  Svo.     \s. 

Diseases    of    Modern    Life.     Crown 

Svo.     6s. 

Hygeia:   a  City  of  Health.     Crown 

Svo.     \s. 

The  Future   of  Sanitary   Science. 

Crown  Svo.     \s. 

The   Field   of   Disease.     A   Book  of 

Preventive  Medicine.     Svo.     255. 

RICHEY  (Alex.  G.).— The  Irish  Land  Laws. 
Crown  Svo.     3.^.  6d. 

ROBINSON  CRUSOE.  Edited  by  Henry 
Kings  ley.  Globe  Edition.  35'.  6d. — Golden 
Treasury  Edition.  Edit,  by  J.  W.  Clark, 
M.A.     iSmo.     4S.  6d. 

ROBINSON  (Prebendary  H.  G.).— Man  in 
the  Image  of  God,  and  other  Sermons. 
Crown  Svo.     -js.  6d. 

ROBINSON  (Rev.  J.  L.).— Marine  Survey- 
ing :  An  Elementary  Treatise  on.  Pre- 
pared for  the  Use  of  Younger  Naval  Officers. 
With  Illustrations.     Crown  Svo.     js.  6d. 

ROBY  (H.  J.). — A  Grammar  of  the  Latin 
Language  from  Plautus  to  Suetonius. 
In  Two  Parts. — Part  I.  containing  Sounds, 
Inflexions,  Word  Formation,  Appendices, 
etc.  5th  Edition.  Crown  Svo.  gs. — Part 
II.  Sj'ntax,  Prepositions,  etc.  6th  Edition. 
Crown  Svo.     10s.  6d. 

A  Latin  Grammar  for  Schools.     Cr. 

Svo.     ST. 

An    Elementary    Latin    Grammar. 

Globe  Svo. 

Exercises  in  Latin  Syntax  and  Idiom. 

Arranged  with  reference  to  Roby's  School 
Latin  Grammar.  By  E.  B.  England,  M.A. 
Crown  Svo.     is.  6d. — Key,  is.  6d. 

ROCKSTRO  (W.  S.).— Life  of  George 
Frederick  Handel.     Crown  Svo.     -los.  6d. 

ROGERS  (Prof.  J.  E.  T.).  —  Hlstorical 
Gleanings.-— First  Series.  Cr.  Svo.  45.  6d. 
— Second  Series.     Crown  Svo.     6.y. 


—  CoBDEN  and  Political  Opinion. 
loj.  6d. 


Svo. 


ROMANES  (George  J.).— The  Scientific 
Evidences  of  Organic  Evolution.  Cr. 
Svo.     IS.  6d. 


48 


MACMILLAN    AND    CO.'S 


ROSCOE  (Sir  Henry  E.,  M.P.,  F.R.S.)-— 
Lessons  in  Elementary  Chemistry. 
With  Illustrations.     Fcp.   8vo.     ^s.6d. 

Primer  of  Chemistry.  With  Illustra- 
tions.    i8mo,  cloth.     With  Questions,     is. 

ROSCOE  (Sir  H.  E.)and  SCHORLEMMER 
(C.).— A  Treatise  on  Chemistry.  With 
Illustrations.  Svo.— Vols.  I.  and  II.  Inor- 
ganic Chemistry:  Vol.  I.  The  Non- 
Metallic  Elements.  With  a  Portrait  of 
Dalton.  215.— Vol.  II.  Part  I.  Metals. 
i8j.  ;  Part  II.  AIetals.  185.— Vol.  III.  Or- 
ganic Chemistry:  Parts  I.  II.  and  IV. 
2 1  J.  each  ;  Parts  III.  and  V.  iZs.  each. 

ROSCOE— SCHUSTER.— Spectrum  Ana- 
lysis. By  Sir  Henry  E.  Roscoe,  LL.D., 
F.R.S.  4th  Edition,  revised  by  the  Author 
and  A.  Schuster,  Ph.D.,  F.R.S.     Medium 

8vo.      2-LS. 

ROSENBUSCH—IDDINGS.— Microscopi- 
cal Physiography  of  the  Rock-Making 
Minerals.  By  Prof.  H.  Rosenbusch. 
Translated  by  J.  P.  Iddings.  Illustrated. 
Svo.     245-. 

ROSS  (Percy). —A  Misguidit  Lassie.  Crown 
Svo.     4.S.  6d. 

ROSSETTI  (Dante  Gabriel).  —  A  Record 
and  a  Study.  By  W.  Sharp.  Crown 
Svo.     10s.  6d. 

ROSSETTI  (Christina).— Poems.  Complete 
Edition.     Extra  fcp.  Svo.     6s. 

A  Pageant,  and  other  Poems.     Extra 

fcp.  Svo.     6s. 

Spe.\king   Likenesses.     Illustrated  by 

Arthur  Hughes.     Crown  Svo.     45-.  6d. 

ROUSSEAU.  By  John  Morley.  2  vols. 
Globe  Svo.     JOS. 

ROUTH  (E.  J.).  — A  Treatise  on  the 
Dynamics  of  a  System  of  Rigid  Bodies. 
4th  Edition,  revised  and  enlarged.  Svo.  In 
Two  Parts  —Part  I.  Elementary.  14^.- 
Part  II.  Advanced.     14J. 

Stability  of  a  Given  State  of  Mo- 
tion, particularly  Steady  Motion. 
Svo.     Sj.  6d. 

ROUTLEDGE  (James).— Popular  Pro- 
gress IN  England.     Svo.     i6.f. 

R.UMFORD  I  Count). —Complete  Works  of 
Count  Rumford.  With  Memoir  by  George 
Ellis,  and  Portrait.   5  vols.   Svo.  4/.  145-.  6c/. 

RUNAWAY  (THE).  By  the  Author  of 
"Mrs. Jerningham's Journal."  Gl. Svo.  2s.6d. 

RUSH  (Edward).— The  Synthetic  Latin 
Delectus.  A  First  Latin  Construing  Book. 
Extra  fcp.  Svo.     ■zs.  6d. 

RUSHBROOKE  (W.  G.).— Synopticon  :  An 

Exposition  of  the  Common  Matter  of 
the  Synoptic  Gospels.  Printed  in  Colours. 
In  Six  Parts,  and  Appendix.  4to.— Part  I. 
3.y.  6c/.— Parts  II.  and  III.  7.?.- Parts  IV. 
V.  and  VI.,  with  Indices.  lo^.  6d. — Appen- 
dices.   -LOS.  6d. — Complete  in  i  vol.     35^?. 

HUSSELL  (W.  Clark).— Marooned.     Crown 

Svo.     3 J.  6d. 

■ Dampier.     Portrait.     Cr.  Svo.     2s.  6d. 

RUSSELL  (Sir   Charles).— New   Views   on 

Ireland.     Crown  Svo.     2s.  6d. 


RUSSELL  (Sir  C.).— The  Parnell  Com- 
mission :  The  Opening  Speech  for  the 
Defence.     Svo.     los.  6d. 

Popular  Edition.     Sewed,     ^s. 

RUSSELL  (Dean).  —The  Light  that 
Lighteth  every  Man  :  Sermons.  With 
an  Introduction  by  the  Very  Rev.  E.  H. 
Plumptre,  D.D.     Crown  Svo.     6.y. 

RUST  (Rev.  George).— First  Steps  to  Latin 
Prose  Composition.     iSmo.     u.  6d. 

A  Key  TO  Rust's  First  Steps  to  Latin 

Prose  Composition.  By  W.  Yates. 
iSmo.     35. 6d. 

RUTH  AND  HER  FRIENDS  :  A  Story 
for  Girls.     Illustrated.     Gl.  Svo.     is.  6d. 

RUTHERFORD  (W.  Gunion,  M.A.,  LL.D.). 
— First  Greek  Grammar.  Part  I.  Acci- 
dence, 2s.  ;  Part  II.  Syntax,  2s.  ;  or  in 
I  vol.   35.  6d. 

The  New  Phrynichus.     Being  a  revised 

Text  of  the  Ecloga  of  the  Grammarian  Phry- 
nichus, with  Introduction  and  Commentary. 
Svo.     18s. 

— -  Babrius.  With  Introductory  Disserta- 
tions, Critical  Notes,  Commentary,  and 
Lexicon.     Svo.     12s.  6d. 

Thucydides.     Book  IV.     A  Revision  of 

the  Text,  illustrating  the  Principal  Causes  of 
Corruption  in  the  Manuscripts  of  this  Author. 
Svo.     7.y.  6d. 

RYLAND  (F). — Chronological  Outlines 
OF  English  Liter.\ture.     Cr.  Svo. 

ST.  JOHNSTON  (A.).— Camping  among 
Cannibals.     Crown  Svo.     4s.  6d. 

A  South  Sea  Lover  :  A  Romance.     Cr. 

Svo.     6s. 

■ Charlie  Asgarde  :    The  Story  of  a 

Friendship.     Crown  Svo.     55-. 

SAINTSBURY  (George).— a  History  of 
Elizabethan  Literature.  Cr.  Svo.  ■js.6d. 

Dryden.    Crown  Svo.   i.y.  6d.  ;  sewed,  is. 

SALLUST.— Caii   Sallustii    Crispi    Cati- 

lina  et  Jugurtha.     For  Use  in  Schools. 

By  C.  'Merivale,  D.D.     Fcp.  Svo.     4s.  6d. 

The  Jugurtha  and  the  Catiline  may  be 

had  separately,  2s.  6d.  each. 

The  Conspiracy  of  Catiline  and  the 

Jugurthine  War.    Translated  into  English 

by  A.  W.  Pollard,  B.  A.     Crown  Svo.     6s. 

Catiline  separately.     Crown  S%'o.     3J. 

Bellum  Catulinae.  Edited,  with  In- 
troduction and  Notes,  by  A.  M.  CooK,  M.A. 
Fcp.  Svo.     4s.  6d. 

SALMON  (Rev.  Prof.  George).  —  Non- 
Miraculous  Christianity,  and  other 
Sermons.     2nd  Edition.     Crown  Svo.     6s. 

Gnosticism    and    Agnosticism,    and 

other  Sermons.     Crown  Svo.     7s.  6d. 

SAND  (G.).— La  Mare  au  Diable.  Edited 
by  W.  E.  Russell,  M.A.     iSmo.     u. 

SANDEAU  (Jules). — Mademoiselle  de  la 
Seigliere.    Ed.  H.  C.  Steel.   iSnio.   •Ls.6d. 

SANDERSON  (F.  W.).— Hydrostatics  for 
Beginners.     Globe  Svo.     4s.  6d. 

SANDHURS'r  MATHEMATICAL  PA- 
PERS,  for  Admission  into  the  Royal 
MiLiT.\RY  College,  1881 — 89.  Edited  by 
E.  J.  Brooksmith,  B.A.     Cr.  Svo.     3^-.  6d. 


LIST   OF    PUBLICATIONS. 


49 


SANDYS  (J.  E.).— An  Easter  Vacation  in 
Greece.     Crown  8vo.     3s.  bd. 

SAYCE  (Prof.  A.  H.).— The  Ancient  Em- 
pires OF  the  East.     Crown  8vo.     6j. 

Herodotos.  Books  I. — III.  The  An- 
cient Empires  of  the  East.  Edited,  with 
Notes,  and  Introduction.     8vo.     idy. 

SCHILLER.— Die  Jungfrau  von  Orleans. 
Edited  by  Joseph  Gostwick.   iSmo.   2$.  bd. 

Maria  Stuart.  Edited,  ^^^th  Introduc- 
tion and  Notes,  by  C.  Sheldon.  iBmo.  -zs.bd. 

Selections  from  Schiller's  Lyrical 

Poems.     Edit.  E.  J.  Turner  and  E.  D.  A. 
Morshead.     iSmo.     ay.  bd. 

^VALLENSTEI^•.      Part   I.    Das  L.\ger. 

Edit,  by  H.  B.  Cotterill,  M.A.    iSmo.    2j. 

WiLHELM  Tell.     Edited  by  G.  E.  Fas- 

NACHT.     iBmo.     ■zs.  6d. 

SCHILLER'S  LIFE.  By  Prof.  Heinrich 
DCntzer.     Translated  by   Percy   E.    Pin- 


ion, bd. 

von     Eichenfels. 


kerton.     Crown  8vo. 

SCH.MID.  — Heinrich 

Edited  by  G.  E.  Fasnacht.     2s.  6d. 

SCHMIDT— Vn'HITE.— An  Introduction 
to  the  Rhythmic  and  Metric  of  the 
Cl.^ssical  Languages.  By  Dr.  J.  H. 
Heinrich  Schmidt.  Translated  by  John 
\ViLLi.\:.is  ^VHITE,  Ph.D.     8vo.     los.bd. 

SCIENCE  LECTURES  AT  SOUTH  KEN- 
SINGTON. ^Vith  Illustrations.- Vol.  I. 
Containing  Lectures  by  Capt.  Abney,  R.E., 
F.R.S.  ;  Prof.  Stokes;  Prof.  A.  B.  W. 
Kennedy.  F.R.S.,  C.E.  ;  F.  J.  Bramwell, 
C.E.,  F.R.S.  ;  Prof.  F.  Forbes;  H.  C. 
SoRBY.  F.  R.  S. ;  J.  T.  BoTTOMLEY,  F.  R. S. E. ; 
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with  Double  Consonants,  jd. 
The  Third  and  Fourth  Courses,  consist- 
ing of  Long  Vowels  and  all  the  Double 
Vowels  in  the  Language,     -jd. 


SOPHOCLES.— CEdipus  the  King.  Trans- 
lated from  the  Greek  into  English  Verse  by 
E.  D.  A.  Morshead,  M.A.  Fcp.  Svo.   ^^s.6d. 

CEdipus   Tyrannus.     A   Record  by  L. 

Speed  and  F.  R.  Pryor  of  the  performance 
at  Cambridge.    Illustr.    Small  folio.    12^.  6d. 

By  Prof.  L.  Campbell.    Fcp.  Svo.    is.  6d. 

SOUTHEY.  By  Prof.  Dowden.  Crown 
Svo.     is.  6d.  ;  sewed,  is. 

SPENDER  (J.  Kent).- Therapeutic  :\Ieans 
FOR  THE  Relief  of  Pain.     Svo.     Zs.  6d. 

SPENSER. — Complete  Works  of  Edaiunl 
Spenser.  Ed.  by  R.  Morris,  with  Memoir 
by  J.  W.  Hales.     Globe  Svo.     3s.  bd. 

SPENSER.  By  the  Very  Rev.  Dean  Church. 
Cr.  Svo.    IS.  6d. ;  swd.,  is. — Lib7-ary  Ed.,  ^s. 

SPINOZA  :  A  Study  of.  By  James  Mar- 
tineau,  LL.D.     2nd  Ed.     Cr.  Svo.     6.r. 

SPOTTISWOODE  (W.).— Polarisation  of 

Light.     Illustrated.     Crown  Svo.     3.?.  6d. 
STANLEY  (Very  Rev.  A.  P.).— The  Atha- 

nasian  Creed.     Crown  Svo.     2s. 
The  National  Thanksgiving.  Sermons 

preached  in  Westminster  Abbej-.     2nd  Ed. 

Crown  Svo.     2.y.  6d. 
Addresses  and  Sermons  delivered  at 

St.  Andrews  in  1872 — 75  and  1877.    Crown 

Svo.     5.y. 
Addresses   and   Sermons     delivered 

during  a  Visit  to  the  United  States 

and  Canada  in  187S.     Crown  Svo.     6s. 

STANLEY  (Hon.  Maude).— Clubs  for 
Working  Girls.     Crown  Svo.     6i-. 

STATESMAN'S  YEAR-BOOK  (THE:.  A 
Statistical  and  Historical  Annual  of  the 
States  of  the  Civilised  World  for  the  year 
1890.  Twenty-seventh  Annual  Publication. 
Revised  after  Official  Returns.  Edited  by 
J.  Scott  Keltie.     Crown  Svo.     10s.  6d. 

STATHAM  (R.).— Bl.-^cks,  Boers,  and 
British.     Crown  Svo.     6i-. 

STEBBING(W.)--Peterborough.  Portrait. 
Crown  Svo.     25-.  6d. 

STEPHEN(SirJ.  Fitzjames,Q.C.,K.C.S.I.). 
—A  Digest  of  the  Law  of  Evidence. 
5th  Edition.     Crown  Svo.     6s. 

A    Digest    of    the    Criminal    Law  : 

Crimes  AND  Punishments.  4th  Ed.  Svo.  165-. 

A   Digest   of   the  Law  of  Criminal 

Procedure  in  Indictable  Offences.  By 
Sir  James  F.  Stephen,  K.C.S.L,  etc.,  and 
Herbert  Stephen,  LL.M.     Svo.     12s.  6d. 

A  History  of  the  Criminal  Law  of 

England.     3  vols.     Svo.     48J. 

The  Story  of  Nuncomar  and  the  Im- 
peachment OF  Sir  Elijah  Lmpey.  2  vols. 
Crown  Svo.     15^. 

A   General  View  of   the   Criminal 

Law  of  England.    2nd  Edition.    Svo.    14.J. 

STEPHEN  (J.  K.).— International  Law 
and  International  Relations.  Cr.Svo.6.y. 

STEPHEN  (Leslie).— Johnson.  Crown  Svo. 
Z.S.  6d.  ;  sewed,  is. 

Swift.     Crown  Svo.     is.  6d.  ;  sewed,  i.y. 

Pope.     Crown  Svo.     is.  6d.  ;  sewed,  is. 
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STEPHEN  (Caroline  E.).— The  Service  of 

THE  Poor.     Crown  8v.o.     6s.  bd. 
STEPHENS  (J.  B.).— Convict  Once,  and 

OTHER  Poems.     Crown  8vo.     -js.  bd. 
STERNE.     P.y  H.  D.  Traill.     Crown  8vo. 

15.  bd.  ;  sewed,  is. 
STEVENSON    (J.   J.).— House    Architec- 
ture.    With    Illustrations.     2  vols.     Royal 

Bvo.   I  Si.  each.   Vol.  I.  Architecture.  Vol. 

II.  House  Planning. 
STEWART  (Aubrey).— The  Tale  of  Troy. 

Done  into  English.     Globe  Bvo.     35.  6d. 
STEWART    (Prof.     Balfour).  -  Lessons     in 

Elementary  Physics.     With  Illustrations 

and  Coloured  Diagram.     Fcp.  8vo.     \s.  6d. 
Primer  of  Physics.     Illustrated.     New 

Edition,  with  Questions.     i8mo.     is. 
Questions    on     Stewart's     Lessons 

on  Elementary  Physics.    By  T.  H.  Core. 

jsmo.     -zs. 
STEWART  (Prof.  Balfour)  and  GEE  (W.  W. 

Haldane).  -  Lessons  in  Elementary  Prac- 
tical   Physics.     Crown    8vo.     Illustrated. 

Vol.  I.  General  Physical  Processes.    6^. 

— Vol.  II.    Electricity  and  Magnetism. 

Cr.  8vo.     7^-.  6d.~Vo\.  III.    Optics,  Heat, 

AND  Sound. 
Practical  Physics   for  Schools  and 

THE  Junior  Students  of  Colleges.  Globe 

8vo.  Vol.  I.  Electricity  and  Magnetism. 

25-.  6d. — Vol.  II.  Heat,  Light,  and  Sound. 
STEWART  (Prof.  Balfour)  and  TAIT  (P.  G.). 

— The  Unseen  Universe  ;   or,  Physical 

Speculations  on  a  Future  State.     15th 

Edition.     Crown  8vo.     6s. 
STEWART  (S.  A.)  and  CORRY  (T.  H.).- 

A  Flora  of  the  North-East  of  Ireland. 

Crown  8vo.     5.5-.  6d. 
STOKES  (Sir  George  G.).— On  Light.     The 

Burnett  Lectures.     Crown  8vo.     ^s.  6d. 
STONE  (W.  H.).— Elementary  Lessons  on 

Sound.     Illustrated.     Fcap.  8vo.     3.^.  6d. 
STRACHAN(J.  S.)and  WILKINS  (A.  S.).— 

Analecta.     Passages  for  Translation.     Cr. 

8vo.     55. 
STRACHEY    (Lieut.-Gen.    R.).— Lectures 

ON  (iEOGRAPHY.     Crown  8vo.-     j^S.  6d. 
STRAFFORD.     By   H.    D.    Traill.     With 

Portrait.     Crown  8vo.     -zs.  6d. 
STRANG  FORD    (Viscountess).  —  Egyptian 

Sepulchres  and  Syrian   Shrines.     New 

Edition.     Crown  8vo.     -js.  6d. 
STRETTELL  (Alma).— Spanish  and  Ital- 
ian Folk  Songs.    Illustrated.    Royal  i6mo. 

J2S.  6d. 

STUBB5  (Rev.  C.  W.).— For  Christ  and 
City.    Sermons  and  Addresses.    Cr.  8vo.   6s. 

SURGERY,  THE  INTERNATIONAL 
ENCYCLOPAEDIA  OF.  A  Systematic 
Treatise  on  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Sur- 
gery by  Authors  of  Various  Nations.  Edited 
by  John  Ashhurst,  Jun.,  M.D.,  Professor 
of  Clinical  Surgery  in  the  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania.   6  vols.    Royal  8vo.    31J.  6d.  each. 

SWIFT.  By  Leslie  Stephen.  Crown  8vo. 
i.y.  6d.  ;  sewed,  zs. 

SYMONS  (Arthur).— Days  and  Nights: 
Poems.     Globe  8vo.     6s. 


SYMONDS  (J.  A.).— Shelley.     Crown  Svo. 

IS.  6d. ;  sewed,  i.y. 

Sir  Philip  Sidney,     is.  6d.  ;  sewed,  li'. 

TACITUS,  The  Works  of.    Tiansl.  by  A.  J. 

Church,  M.A.,  and  W.  J.  Brodribb,  M.A. 

The   History   of   Tacitus.     4th  Edition. 
Crown  8vo.     6^-. 

The  Agricola  and  Germania.    A  Revised 
Text.     With  Notes.     Fcp.  8vo.     3s.  6d. 
The  Agricola  and  Germania  may  be  had 
separately.     2s.  each. 

The   Annals.     Book  VI.     With  Introduc- 
tion and  Notes.     Fcp.  Svo.     2s.  6d. 

The  AriRicoLA  and  Germania.     With  the 
Dialogue  on  Oratory.  Trans.  Cr.8vo.  .^s.6d. 

Annals  of  Tacitus.    Translated.    5th  Ed. 
Crown  8vo.     7.^.  6d. 
The   Annals.     Edited  by   Prof.    G.   O. 

Holbrooke,  M.A.     8vo.     i6.r. 
The  Histories.     Books  I.  and  II.     Ed. 

by  A.  D.  GoDLEY,  M.A.     Fcp.  Svo.     55. 
The  Histories.    Books  III.— V.    Edited 

by  A.  D.  Godley,  M.A.     Fcp.  Svo.     55. 
TACITUS.     By  A.    I.   Church,   M.A.,   and 

W.  J.  Brodribb,  M'.A.     Fcp.  Svo.     i^.  6d. 
TAIT  (Archbishop). — The  Present  Position 

of  the  Church  of  England.     Being  the 

Charge  delivered  at  his  Primarj'  Visitation. 

3rd  Edition.     Svo.     -^s.  6d. 
Duties  of  the  Church  of  England. 

Being    Seven    Addresses    delivered    at    his 

Second  Visitation.     Svo.     4s.  6d. 
The  Church  of  the  Future.     Charges 

delivered  at  his  Third  Quadrennial  Visitation. 

2nd  Edition.     Crown  Svo.     3i\  6d. 
TAIT. — The  Life  of  Archibald  Campbell 

Tait,   Archbishop  of   Canterbury.     By 

the  Very  Rev.  the  Dean  of  Windsor  and 

Rev.  W.  Benham,  B.D.     2  vols.     Svo. 
TAIT. — Catharine  and  Cravvfurd  Tait, 

Wife  and  Son  of  Archibald  Campbell, 

Archbishop  of  Canterbury  :  A  Memoir. 

Edited    by    the    Rev,   W.    Benham,    B.D. 

Crown  Svo.     6s. 

Popular  Edition,  abridged.  Cr.  Svo.  2s.6d. 
TAIT  (C.  W.  A.).— Analysis  of  English 

History,  based  on  Green's  "Short  His- 
tory OF   the   English  People."     Crown 

8vo.     3.y.  6d. 
TAIT   (Prof.   P.    G.)— Lectures    on    some 

Recent  Advances  in  Physical  Science. 

3rd  Edition.     Crown  Svo.     <js. 

Heat.     With  Illustrations.    Cr.  Bvo.    6s. 

TAIT   (P.    G.)  and    STEELE   (W.    J.).— A 

Treatise  on  Dvnaaiics  of  a   Particle. 

6th  Edition.     Crown  Svo.     12s. 
TANNER  (Prof.  Henry).— First  Principles 

of  Agriculture.     i8mo.     is. 

The    Abbott's    Farm  ;    or,    Practice 

WITH  Science.     Crown  Svo.     35.  6d. 

The  Alphabet  of  the  Principles  of 

Agriculture.     Extra  fcp.  Svo.     6d. 

Further  Steps  in  the  Principles  of 

Agriculture.     Extra  fcp.  Svo.     is. 

Elementary  School  Readings  in  the 

Principles     of    Agriculture    for    the 
Third  Stage.     Extra  fcp.  Svo.     is. 
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TAXNER(Prof.  Henrj-).  —Elementary  Les- 
sons IN  THE  Science  of  Agricultural 
Practice.     Fcp.  8vo.     s^-  6^- 

TAVERNIER  (Baron):  Travels  in  India 
OF  Jean  Baptiste  Tavernier,  Baron  of 
AuBOxNNE.  Translated  by  V.  Ball,  LL.D. 
Illustrated.     2  vols.     8vo.     2/.  2s. 

TAYLOR  (Franklin).  —  Primer  of  Piano- 
forte Playing.     iSmo.     is. 

TAYLOR  (Isaac).— The  Restoration  of 
Belief.     Crown  8vo.     Ss.  bd. 

TAYLOR  (Isaac).  —  Words  and  Places. 
9th  Edition.     Maps.     Globe  Svo.     ts. 

Etruscan  Researches.  With  Wood- 
cuts.    Svo.     14J. 

Greeks  and  Goths  :  A  Study  of  the 

Runes.     Svo.     qj. 
TAYLOR  (Sedley).— Sound  and  Music,    and 

Edition.     E.xtra  Crown  Svo.     8j.  dd. 

A  Syste.m  of  Sight-Singing  from  the 

Established  Musical  Notation.     Svo. 

TEBAY  (S.). — Elementary  Mensuration 
FOR  Schools.     Extra  fcp.  Svo.     3J.  6^. 

TEGETMEIER  (W.  B.).— Household  Man- 
agement  and  Cookery.     i8mo.     \s. 

TEMPLE  (Right  Rev.  Frederick,  D.D., 
Bishop  of  London). — Sermons  preached  in 
the  Chapel  of  Rugby  School.  3rd  and 
Cheaper  Edition.     Extra  fcp.  Svo.     i^.  6d. 

Second  Series.  3rd  Ed.  Ex.  fcp.  Svo.  6s. 

Third  Series.    4th  Ed.    Ex.  fcp.  Svo.    65-. 

The    Relations    between    Religion 

AND  Science.  Bampton  Lectures,  18S4. 
7th  and  Cheaper  Edition.     Crown  Svo.     6s. 

TEMPLE  (Sir  Rd.). — Lord  Lawrence.    Por- 
trait.    Crown  Svo.     -zs.  6d. 
TENNYSON    (Lord).  — Complete  Works. 
New  and   enlarged  Edition,  with   Portrait. 
Crown  Svo.     75.  6d. 

School  Edition.     In  Four  Parts.     Crown 
Svo.     2s.  6d.  each. 

Poetical    Works.       Pocket    Edition. 

iSmo,  morocco,  gilt  edges. 

Works.     Library  Edition.     In   8  vols. 

Globe  Svo.  5.y.  each.  Each  volume  may  be 
had  separately. — Poems.  2  vols. — ^Idylls 
of  the  King. — The  Princess,  and  Maud. 
— Enoch  Arden,  and  In  Memoriam. — 
Ballads,  and  other  Poems.  —  Quehn 
Mary,  and  Harold. — Becket,  and  other 
Plays. 

Works.     Extra   Fcp.  8z'0.   Edition,  on 

Hand-made  Paper.  In  7  volumes  (supplied  in 
sets  only).  3/.  13J.  6d. — Vol.  I.  Early 
Poems  ;  II.  Lucretius,  and  other  Pobms  ; 
III.  Idylls  of  the  King  ,  IV.  The  Prin- 
cess, and  Maud  ;  V.  Enoch  Arden,  and 
In  Memoriam  ;  VI.  Queen  Mary,  and 
Harold  :  VII.  Ballads,  &  other  Poems. 

The    Collected    Works.      Miniature 

Edition,  in  14  vols.,  viz.  The  Poetical 
Works,  id  vols,  in  a  box.  21s. — The  Dra- 
matic Works,  4  vols,  in  a  box.     10s.  6d. 

Lyrical  Poems.  Selected  and  Anno- 
tated by  Prof.  F.  T.  Palgrave.   iSmo.  \s.6d. 

Large  Paper  Edition.     Svo.     gs. 

In  Memoriam.     i8mo.     4s.  6d. 

Large  Paper  Edition.     Svo.     gs. 


TENNYSON  (Lord).  —  The  Tennyson 
Birthday  Book.  Edit,  by  Emily  Shakes- 
pear.     iSmo.     2s.  6d. 

The  Brook.     With  20  Illustrations  by  A. 

Woodruff.     32mo.     2s.  6d. 

Selections  from  Tennyson.  With  In- 
troduction and  Notes,  by  F.  J.  Rowe,  M.A. 
and  W.  T.  Webb,  M.A.     Globe  Svo.     3^.  6d. 

A    CojiPANiON    TO    "In    Memoriam." 

By     Elizabeth     R.     Chapman.     ;  Globe 

Svo.       2S. 

T/te  Original  Editions.     Fcp.  Svo. 

Poems.     6s. 

Maud,  and  other  Poems.     3^.  6d. 

The  Princess.     3J.  6d. 

Idylls  of  THE  King.     (Collected.)    6s. 

Enoch  Arden,  etc.     -^s.  6d. 

The  Holy  Grail,  AND  OTHER  Poems.  i,s.6d. 

Ballads,  and  other  Poems.     5.?. 

Harold  :  A  Drama.     6.y. 

Queen  Mary  :  A  Drama,     bs. 

The  Cup,  and  the  Falcon.     5.?. 

Becket.     6s. 

TiRESIAS,  AND  OTHER  POEMS.       6s. 
LOCKSLEY  Hall  sixty  years  AFTER,etG.  6s. 
DeMETER,  AND  OTHER  POEMS.       6s. 

The  Royal  Edition,     i  vol.     Svo.     \6s. 

Selections  from  Tennyson's  Works. 

Square  Svo.     3^-.  6d. 

Songs    from    Tennyson's    Writings. 

Square  Svo.     2s.  6d. 

TENNYSON  (Hallam).  —  Jack  and  the 
Bean-stalk.  With  40  Illustrations  by  Ran- 
dolph Caldecott.     Fcp.  4to.     3J.  6d. 

TERENCE.— Hauton  Timorumenos.  Edit. 
by  E.  S.  Shuckburgh,  M.A.  Fcp.  Svo. 
2S. — With  Translation,  i,s.  6d. 

Phormio.     Edited  by  Rev.  John  Bond, 

and  A.  S.  Walpole.     Fcp.  Svo.     4.?.  6d. 

Scenes  from  the  Andria.     Edited  by 

F.  W.  Cornish,  M.A.     iSmo.     \s.  6d. 

TERESA  (ST.):  Life  of.  By  the  Author 
of  "  Devotions  before  and  after  Holy  Com- 
munion."    Crown  Svo.     2>s.  6d. 

THACKERAY.  By  Anthony  Trollope. 
Crown  Svo.     is.  6d.  ;  sewed,  is. 

THEOCRITUS,  BION,  and  MOSCHUS. 
Rendered  into  English  Prose,  with  Introduc- 
tory Essay,  by  A.  Lang,  M.A.  i8mo.  4.^.6^'. 
Large  Paper  Edition.     Svo.     gs. 

THOMPSON  (Edith).— History  of  Eng- 
land.   New  Edit.,  with  Maps.   iSmo,  2s.6d. 

THOMPSON  (Prof.  Silvanus  P.).— Electri- 
city  and  Magnetism,  Elementary.  Il- 
lustrated.    New  Edition.     Fcp.  Svo.     4^'.  6d. 

THOMPSON  (G.  Carslake).— Public  Opi- 
nion AND  Lord  Beaconsfield,  1875 — 80. 
2  vols.     Svo.     36J. 

THOMSON  (Hugh).— Days  with  Sir  Rogbr 
DE  CovERLEY.     Illustrated.     Fcp.  4to.     6.y. 

THOMSON  (J.  J.).— A  Treatise  on  the 
Motion  of  Vortex  Rings.     Svo.     6s. 

Applications  of  Dynamics  to  Physics 

AND  Chemistry.     Crown  Svo.     ^s.  6d. 
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THOMSON  (Sir  Wm.).— Reprint  of  Papers 
ON  Electrostatics  and  Magnetism.  2nd 
Edition.     8vo.     iSs. 

■ Popular  Lectures  and  Addresses.   In 

3  vols. — Vol.  I.  Constitution  of  Matter. 
Illustrated.     Crown  8vo.     6s. 

THOMSON  (Sir  C.  Wyville).— The  Depths 
OF  THE  Sea.  An  Account  of  the  General 
Results  of  the  Dredging  Cruises  of  H.M.SS. 
"Lightning"  and  '"Porcupine"  during  the 
Summers  of  1868-69-70.  With  Illustrations, 
Maps,  and  Plans.     2nd  Edit.     8vo.     31J.  6d. 

The  Voyage  of  the  "Challenger"  : 

The  Atlantic.  With  Illustrations,  Coloured 
Maps,  Charts,  etc.     2  vols.     8vo.     45.9. 

THORNTON (W.  T.).-A  Plea  for  Peasant 
Proprietors.     New  Edit.     Cr.  8vo.    7s.  td. 

Old-Fashioned  Ethics  and  Common- 
Sense  Metaphysics.     8vo.     ioj.  6^. 

■ Indian  Public  Works,  and  Cognate 

Indian  Topics.     Crown  8vo.     Zs.  6d. 

Word  for  Word  from   Horace  :  The 

Odes  Literally  Versified.  Cr.Svo.   'js.6d. 

THORNTON  (J.).— First  Lessons  in  Book- 
keeping.   New  Edition.    Crown  Bvo.    ^s.  6d. 

Key.     Containing  all  the  Exercises  fully 

worked  out,  with  brief  Notes.  Oblong  4to. 
10s.  6d. 

Primer  of  Book-Keeping.     iBmo.     xs. 

[Key  in  the  Press. 

THORPE  (Prof.  T.  E.).— A  Series  of  Pro- 
blems, for  Use  in  Colleges  and  Schools. 
New  Edition,  with  Key.     i8mo.     2s. 

THRING  (Rev.  Edward).— A  Construimg 
Book.     Fcp.  8vo.     2s.  bd. 

A  Latin  Gradual.  2nd  Ed.  i8mo.  2j.6^. 

The  Elements  of  Grammar  taught 

IN  English.     5th  Edition.     iBmo.     2^-. 

Education  and  School.     2nd  Edition. 

Crown  Bvo.     bs. 

A  Manual  of  Mood  Constructions. 

Extra  fcp.  8vo.     \s.  td. 

Thoughts  on  Life  Science.     2nd  Edit. 

Crown  8vo.     7.^.  6d. 

A  Memory  of  Edward  Thring.      By 

J.  H.  Skrine.     Portrait.     Crown  8vo.     6s. 

THROUGH  THE  RANKS  TO  A  COM- 
MISSION.    New  Edit.     Cr.  8vo.     2^.  6d. 

THRUPP  (Rev.  J.  F.).— Introduction  to 
the  Study  and  Use  of  the  Psalms.  2md 
Edition.     2  vols.     Bvo.     25.$'. 

THUCVDIDES.-The  Sicilian  Expedition. 
Books  VI.  and  Vll.  Edited  by  the  Rev. 
Percival  Frost,  M.A.     Fcp.  Bvo.     5^. 

The  Rise  of  the  Athenian  Empire. 

Being  Selections  from  Book  I.     Edited   by 

F.  H.  CoLSON,  M.A.     iBmo.     is.  6d. 

The   Capture  of  Sphacteria.     Book 

IV.  Chaps.  I — 41.  Edit,  by  C.  E.  Graves, 
M.A.     i8mo.     IS.  6d. 

■ Book  II.    Ed.  by  E.  C.  Marchant,  M.A. 

Book  IV.     By  the  same.     Fcp.  Bvo.     5J. 

Book  IV.  A  Revision  of  the  Text,  illus- 
trating the  Principal  Causes  of  Corruption  in 
the  Manuscripts  of  this  Author.  By  William 

G.  Rutherford,  M.A.,  LL.D.   8vo.   js.dd. 
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